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April 20, 2011

Bad omen: House can't even agree on who gets on
redistricting committee

One day into the House's effort to redraw Florida's political lines has already become a fiesty power
clash.

You wouldn't know it this morning, however, when It was all happiness and peace between Rep. Will
Weatherford, D-Wesley Chapel, the newly-appointed head of the House Redistricting Committee,
and the House Democrat's lead legislator on the issue, Rep. Perry Thurston, R-Plantation.

Thurston had asked to be appointed to the committee when he submitted his request for
assignments to Speaker Dean Cannon before session. But Thurston has been an outspoken critic
of Cannon's attempts to reform the court and the House speaker is allegedly not too pleased. So
Thurston was excluded from the list of appointees to the massive committee.

Thurston, the Democrat's designated speaker in 2013, attended the committee's first meeting and
said Weatherford, his party's designated speaker, told him they would work it out. But by the end of
the day , there was no such deal. Democratic Leader Ron Saunders sent Cannon this letter:

April 20, 2011

The Honorable Dean Cannon, Speaker

Florida House of Representatives

402 South Monroe Street

420 The Capitol

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300

 Dear Speaker Cannon:

 I write to resolve possible miscommunication pertaining to the request of Representative Perry
Thurston to serve as a member of the House Redistricting Committee. 

In a recent news report, I read your office spokeswoman’s explanation of why Representative
Thurston had not been named as a member of the committee. According to the article,
Representative Thurston may not have timely responded to your recent email asking members to
indicate whether they wanted to serve on the committee. 

I respectfully remind you that Representative Thurston informed you in writing last November (when
submitting a `Committee Preference Form’ with your office) that he was not only “very interested” in
serving on the Redistricting Committee but that such an appointment was his “First Choice” request
of committee assignments. 

Additionally, Representative Thurston has had numerous conversations with Representative Will
Weatherford, the chairman of the Redistricting Committee, about his expected service on the
committee. 

Accordingly, I respectfully request that you, at the earliest convenience, appoint Representative
Thurston to the House Redistricting Committee and name him Democratic Ranking Member.
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 Sincerely,

Ron Saunders

Minority Leader
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As Other States Watch, Florida’s Redistricting Fracas May
Set the Lines for the Future - Magazine
Photo of Scott Fortune by Neil Rashba

The polls had closed only hours earlier when the electronic
complaint sailed across the virtual transom over the federal
courthouse door in downtown Miami just shy of 2 a.m. on Nov. 3,
hitting the docket with a resounding thud.

Nearly two-thirds of the Florida voters who went to the polls the
day before had cast ballots in favor of two state constitutional
amendments that for the first time directly restrain lawmakers
when they set out to draw new district lines for seats in the U.S.
House and for both chambers of the Florida legislature.

But two incumbent politicians want to undo that vote and save
their jobs by persuading the court to strike down the new rules. Though the voters spoke loudly, the
representatives insist the job of line-drawing resides correctly now where it always has—with state
legislators. U.S. Reps. Corrine Brown, an African-American Democrat from Jacksonville, and Mario Diaz-
Balart, a Cuban-American Republican from Miami, filed the first of what likely will be endless lawsuits across
the country claiming one side or the other is getting the short end of the redistricting stick. Both
representatives say they’re protecting their constituents, not themselves.

The peculiar shape of Florida's 3rd Congressional District.
Illustration by Aman Khanna

LONG-TERM BENEFITS

Not a single line has been drawn yet in Florida, and likely one
won’t be until the spring of 2012. Still, being first brings notice.

“I had been thinking about it for a long time,” says the pair’s
lawyer, Stephen Michael Cody of Coral Gables. “Once we got the
election results in, I talked to Corrine and I talked to Mario. They
said it was a go.”

Though always a rich source of political theater and litigation,
redistricting has attracted extra attention in the wake of the
Republican rout of the Democrats in November. Besides wresting
control of the U.S. House, Republicans gained control of both
houses in 25 states, up from just 14 before the election.

Redistricting is a huge deal. While election results are good for just a couple of years, clever redistricting can
rearrange the political table for decades. And in Florida, voters of both parties were evidently fed up with
business as usual by the time the midterms rolled around.

Though barely a third of Florida’s 11.2 million eligible voters cast ballots, almost 63 percent favored two
nearly identical amendments to the state constitution setting new rules for drawing congressional and
legislative districts.

Legislators of both parties historically had freelanced and gerrymandered the state from top to bottom for
personal job security and partisan advantage. Under the new amendments, legislators could not favor or
disfavor incumbents or deny racial and language minorities the opportunity to participate in politics and elect
the candidates they want. To prevent gerrymandering, which often results in virtual Rorschach cards dotting
the map, districts must be contiguous; as compact and equal in population as possible; and, wherever
feasible, follow city, county and geographical boundaries.

The new rules face considerable resistance from opponents who deride the amendments as left-wing sleight-
of-hand designed to overcome a crippling Republican legislative majority. Last summer, the Florida Supreme
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Court beat back yet another proposed amendment Republican legislators pushed to knock the redistricting
measures off the ballot.

But backers say the amendments enjoy wide bipartisan support, despite the fact that they face persistent
political hostility and even thornier issues regarding minority representation.

“I think it will be a challenge, but yes, I think it can be absolutely done,” says Coconut Grove lawyer Ellen C.
Freidin, campaign chairwoman for FairDistricts Now, which spent four years and $9 million getting the
measures on the ballot. “I think it will be able to accommodate minorities.”

On Jan. 4, just three days after he took office, newly elected Republican Gov. Rick Scott secretly withdrew
the state’s federally required request for Justice Department approval of the new constitutional language.

Scott also appointed Kurt Browning as secretary of state. In 2010, Browning retired as secretary of state to
campaign against the new election rules. Now reappointed by Scott, he earns both a pension and a salary as
the state official tasked with enforcing—or not enforcing—the rules he campaigned against.

As redistricting committees in both chambers tested public access software and planned public hearings, the
Florida House intervened in the court challenge on the side of the Congress members. They asked the court
to strike the law as a violation of the U.S. Constitution’s elections clause, which they say bestows on them
exclusive mapmaking power. A spokeswoman for Republican House Speaker Dean Cannon says the
legislative cartographers merely want to know the rules of the road before they get started. But their
complaint only asks the court to rid them of the law and nothing more.

It’s much the same in most states that let legislators call the tune to the redistricting dance. Though 13 have
tried to reduce or eliminate partisan influence by naming citizens commissions to draw the lines, elected
officials typically get to appoint the members.

The only other significant redistricting change voters approved in November created a California citizens
panel that may go the furthest in neutralizing politics. By mid-February 2010—nine months before the
election—nearly 31,000 people had applied for spots on the 14-member commission, to be composed of five
Democrats, five Republicans and four independents or minor party members. After auditors narrowed the
field to 60, legislators could only remove 24. Auditors then selected the first eight members randomly, and
those panelists chose the remaining six among themselves.

Some question the motives of Rep. Corrine Brown (shown at a
1999 news conference), who finds herself in opposition to other
African-American legislators and the NAACP in regard to to
Florida redistricting legislation. Photo by AP/Peter Cosgrove

COMING TO THEIR CENSUS

Regardless of how they do it, the partisan legislative pas de deux
steps off anew every decade with the U.S. census. The federal
head counters, through a related process called
reapportionment, determine how many congressional seats each
state will have according to population gains and losses over the
past decade. Thus, states with shrinking populations may stand
to lose seats, while those gaining new residents could increase
their representation. Florida’s population grew from 15.9 million in
2000 to 18.8 million in 2010, increasing its congressional
delegation by two seats to 27 for the 2012 elections.

After the census finishes its work, it’s off to the legislatures. There, lawmakers divvy up the territory.
Redistricting often becomes an acrimonious partisan frenzy as Democrats and Republicans both try to hold
precious real estate and votes, often gerrymandering districts by twisting them into bizarre shapes to benefit
their own.

Along with the usual partisan complaints comes the ubiquitous litigation. Racial minorities and non-English
speakers often are first to line up outside the courthouse with complaints of being shut out of effective
representation. Hispanics, as the nation’s largest minority, are expected to press the point, especially in
states like Florida.

In 2010, the total number of Hispanics in the U.S. far exceeded the number of blacks. Their 50.4 million
represents 16.3 percent of the 308.7 million total U.S. population. The African-American community, at 38



million, continued to expand, but it now represents only 12.6 percent of the U.S. population.

In Florida’s 25 current congressional districts, Hispanics or blacks form a majority or near majority in six. In
the 120-member Florida House, Hispanics hold 11 seats, while blacks occupy 13. The 40-member Senate
seats three Hispanics and 13 blacks. In 2010 the state’s Hispanics numbered 4.2 million. They accounted for
51 percent of Florida’s growth and 22.5 percent of its population.

But redistricting is not just about race; it’s about incumbency. And incumbents from both parties and all races
scurry to protect their jobs, even when they have no say in the process. Reps. Brown and Diaz-Balart
publicly proclaim their lawsuit aims to ensure constituents can elect the candidates of their choice—which
more often than not turn out to be the incumbents themselves.

Federal law also plays a heavy hand. Under the landmark Voting Rights Act of 1965, jurisdictions with a
history of racial discrimination—chiefly the states that were part of the former Confederacy—must “preclear”
with the Justice Department any changes that may affect minority power at the polls. This season, as in
previous decades, fervor is building for judicial repeal of the provision—called Section 5—as outdated and
unnecessary.

Lawyers for civil rights groups are closely watching a case called Shelby County, Ala., v. Holder, under way
before a three-judge panel in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, the alternative approval
forum to the Justice Department administrative route. In a broad assault, the county’s tiny community of
Calera wants Section 5 declared unconstitutional on its face to preserve a redistricting scheme that
eliminated the only African-American from the Calera city council.

Judges have faint appetite to trash Section 5. The last time the U.S. Supreme Court had a crack at the
provision was in 2009 in Northwest Austin Municipal Utility District No. 1 v. Holder, when by an 8-1 vote the
justices avoided constitutional questions and ducked passing judgment on Section 5.

Congress has shown no interest in killing the Voting Rights Act either. In 2006, it was extended for 25 years
by votes of 98-0 in the Senate and 390-33 in the House. In Florida, Section 5 covers five counties, and the
Justice Department must approve the amendments before and after the lines are drawn. Gov. Scott’s
withdrawal of Florida’s Section 5 request got him and his appointed secretary of state, Browning, sued by the
American Civil Liberties Union and other rights groups backing the amendments. Scott’s predecessor,
Republican Charlie Crist, supported the amendments and had filed the request in the fall as soon as the
election results were certified.

“I was dumbfounded when he withdrew it,” says former Democratic state Sen. Dan Gelber of Miami Beach,
counsel to Fair Districts and an unsuccessful candidate for attorney general last year. “It was like snatching
defeat from the jaws of victory.”

When reporters discovered what Scott had done three weeks later, a spokesman explained it as part of a
broad rules freeze Scott had promised as a candidate. His one-sentence letter to Justice offered no reason.
Scott did not respond to continued interview requests.

The case against Scott was mooted in late March when the legislature resubmitted the request, along with
backup material explaining how the amendments won’t disturb minority voting rights. They moved after Scott
finally asked them who was supposed to file the letter or what information to include. Legislators concluded
the authority belongs either to them or the attorney general—and not the governor.

Indeed, the Florida governor’s role is limited and leaves him largely out of the loop. While the governor must
approve the congressional districts, only the Florida Supreme Court and U.S. Justice Department need to
approve the legislative changes.

It’s anyone’s guess whether the new rules will end the potential for political mayhem already wired into the
system. But despite new laws on the books, Democrats may not be able to do much to help themselves.

ROLLING REPUBLICAN

Before the last election, Florida had 4.6 million registered Democrats and 4 million Republicans. Still, the
GOP long has enjoyed oversize majorities in both the legislature and the congressional delegation. Today it
holds veto-proof majorities in the state Senate, at 28-12, and the House, at 81-39. Republicans occupy 19 of
the 25 seats in the current congressional delegation.

This occurs partly because Florida Democrats commonly live in highly concentrated districts in coastal urban
areas like Miami, Jacksonville and Tampa, where they often account for substantially more than half the



voters. Thus, in a hypothetical urban district with 100,000 voters, 75,000 could be Democrats. Assuming it
only takes 50 percent of the vote plus one to elect a candidate, the remaining 25,000 Democratic votes are
effectively “wasted.”

That leaves the rest of the state to Republicans, typically denizens of geographically expansive suburban
and rural areas. Republicans occupying more land can, in turn, control more districts with fewer votes.

Democrats wielded similar advantages until the 1980s, when the South underwent party realignment after
President Ronald Reagan’s election, with many old-line Democrats jumping to the Republican Party.

With help from 39th District mapmakers, Rep. Geraldine
Thompson of Orlando could form a coalition with Hispanics to
gain a majority.

“African-Americans are packed into so very few districts that
everything else around them is bleached,” complains Geraldine
F. “Geri” Thompson, a black state representative from Orlando
who is eyeing a state Senate seat for 2012. “In Orlando, you
have a single African-American legislator—that’s me—and one
senator. We have room for more.”

But residential patterns don’t explain why black Rep. Brown finds
herself on the opposite side of the issue from the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People and many
other black legislators.

Some chalk up the sad state of Democrats in Florida to the national wave of voter dissatisfaction with the
party. Political scientists generate one computer model after another to explain the Democrats’ plight. But
those involved say redistricting controversies just aren’t that complex.

“The driver on this is incumbency,” says FairDistricts lawyer Gelber. “This is about incumbents wanting to
pick their voters.”

Rep. Brown’s 3rd Congressional District, regarded as one of the most severely gerrymandered anywhere,
was created in 1992. The idea was to include African-American communities in the old plantation country
along the St. Johns River, one of the few regions where newly freed slaves could buy land after the Civil
War. White Republican legislators were willing to concede a few seats to minorities by consigning high
concentrations of minority voters to a handful of districts.

The results can be ridiculous. Today Brown’s district stretches for 140 miles south from her northeast Flor
ida Jacksonville base to Orlando, expanding and contracting as needed to suck in as many black
communities as possible. The district is just a few feet wide at some points.

“So often, it’s just simple horse-trading,” Gelber says. The give-and-take made Brown the first African-
American from Florida elected to Congress since Reconstruction.

Diaz-Balart, on the other hand, pulled an inside job in 2002 to get his original 25th District the way he wanted
it. That’s because, as state House redistricting chairman, he drew the lines himself. He wound up with
western Miami-Dade County, the Florida Keys and the Everglades.

Diaz-Balart, who failed to acknowledge numerous interview requests, ran unopposed in the district’s first
election in 2004; but his margins of victory steadily shrank as more Democrats moved in. So in 2010 he
packed up and relocated to the adjacent 21st District, the one he is now defending in court.

Squeezed against the eastern edge of the Everglades, the 21st District includes a chunk of Broward County,
middle-class suburbs in Miami-Dade and heavily Cuban-American Hialeah. The district had one more
advantage: It was represented by his brother, Rep. Lincoln Diaz-Balart. Lincoln announced his retirement in
2010, and brother Mario ran unopposed.

Significantly, pre-election polling last fall by the Pew Hispanic Center in Washington, D.C., showed two-thirds
of the nation’s Latino voters intended to pull the lever for Democrats. But Miami-Dade Cuban-Americans
form a unique anti-Castro bloc and overwhelmingly vote for Republicans.

Diaz-Balart “moved into his brother’s district because he’ll never face a serious opponent,” says Howard
Simon, executive director for the Florida ACLU.



“Why is he climbing the walls over [amendments] 5 and 6?” Simon wonders. “It’s not for personal advantage.
It’s for partisan advantage. He’s got job security.”

The ACLU is among several civil rights groups that have intervened as defendants to oppose the Brown and
Diaz-Balart challenge, as well as filing the separate complaint against Gov. Scott over the Section 5
withdrawal. They find themselves opposite Brown, a brash and polarizing figure who did most of the talking
last year during the campaign against amendments 5 and 6.

Brown apparently doesn’t care for questions about her fight against the new rules for redistricting. She didn’t
respond to interview requests. And last year she hung up five minutes into a telephone radio interview when
callers wanted to know about her opposition to the amendments.

Even before she landed in Congress, state and federal authorities investigated her for mishandling
campaign contributions and government funds. She often complains the criticism or opposition is racially
motivated. But she seems politically unassailable.

“My philosophy has always been that, when the community has a cold, the African-American community has
pneumonia,” Brown testified in an equal protection challenge to her original black majority 3rd District
brought by radio talk show host Andy Johnson, an unsuccessful candidate for her seat.

“The bubba I beat couldn’t win at the ballot box,” Brown complained to The New Republic, “[so] he took it to
court.”
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COURT-DRAWN LINES

In 1992 a court drew the original 3rd district lines Johnson
later complained about after legislators failed to agree on
the boundaries. Even compared with today’s version, that
district was a doozy, with an in verted horseshoe shape
stretching across north central Florida, beginning in
Orlando at one end then snaking north capturing black
communities along the way before reaching Jacksonville,
then turning west and dipping south through Gainesville
and Ocala. A second court dumped that map in 1996 and
ordered legislators to draw new lines that remain today.

Regardless of the district’s configuration, the opposition
Brown drew last year was the first she had encountered
since 2002, when she still won easily with 59 percent of
the ballots cast. The 2010 campaign was steeped with
questions about the size and shape of the 3rd District.

Courts historically have accepted wacky-shaped districts
like Brown’s in order to create districts that can generate
minority representation. But can that be accomplished in
districts created within the limits of Florida’s new election
rules? Brown’s district, for instance, covers nine counties.

Scott Thomas Fortune may know that better than anyone. Brown beat Fortune in the 2010 Democratic
primary with 80 percent of the vote. Fortune comes from upscale Jacksonville Beach, a barrier island
community off the Atlantic coast where 90 percent of the residents are white. Fortune had no problem
picking up Brown’s racial code for him.

“Corrine Brown kept referring to me as ‘that lawyer from the beaches,’ ” Fortune says.

The continuing controversy over Brown’s district lines proved to be too much for Fortune to ignore. So one
June weekend he packed up his van, along with a giant map and a video camera, and set out on a three-day
tour of the serpentine 3rd District that took him from Jacksonville to Orlando.

He drove from one small town to the other, most with just a few thousand residents, most of which were
divided by district lines separating Republican white voters from Brown’s Democratic black voters. Sometimes
the district boundaries run along railroad tracks or right down the centerline of a town’s main drag. It
reminded Fortune of old-fashioned segregation. In less populated areas, legislators connected African-



American communities almost literally by a thread, linking them with no more than 10-foot-wide strips of
vacant land along the roadside.

One town, Apopka, has a population of about 27,000. Still, it has three congressmen.

“This town has been carved up for nothing more than political gain,” Fortune says on his video while sitting
behind the wheel.

His trip ended in Orlando, where he got acquainted with Rep. Thompson at a festival marking the
emancipation of African-Americans from slavery. Thompson knows she needs help from the mapmakers if
the still-mythical state Senate seat she’s considering is ever to become hers.

“I don’t know what opportunities will open after we draw the map,” Thompson says. One possibility, which
courts have approved, is drawing a district where blacks don’t constitute a majority but still have the voting
strength to elect whom they want by forming crossover coalitions with other voters. Thompson might find
attractive coalition partners among new Hispanic residents who in the last decade have inundated central
Florida.

Latino leaders like Thompson’s neighborhood, too, and they hope to get a seat to accommodate some
900,000 Hispanics who live along the Interstate 4 corridor—from Tampa on the Gulf Coast, northeast to
Thompson’s Orlando backyard, then on to Daytona Beach on the Atlantic.

But a 2009 Supreme Court decision that started with the 2000 census may stand in the way of crossover
districts. In Bartlett v. Strickland, a plurality of the justices held that the Voting Rights Act doesn’t offer
minorities protection from government actions that damage their voting strength if they account for less than
50 percent of a district’s voting age population. (Blacks recently eked over the 50 percent mark in Brown’s
district, so the decision presumably would not affect it.)

Now, with the next redistricting cycle here, civil rights lawyers are waiting to see whether the justices really
meant what they said. Kristen Clarke isn’t so sure they did.

“We’ll have to look very closely case by case to see if those coalition districts can give minorities
opportunities,” says Clarke, political participation co-director for the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational
Fund. “I think line-drawers could find themselves in hot water if they go out and dismantle these districts.”

Meanwhile, the Florida litigation rolls on, with more cases likely to come later. That’s a problem, too, because
Florida’s legislative schedule for completing redistricting is one of the nation’s latest. Final approval even can
overlap with the June 18-22, 2012, qualifying period when candidates must submit petitions and other
documents to get on the ballot that fall.

So folks who file lawsuits later in the process may find their backs against the wall, with abbreviated
discovery and other evidence gathering pushed there along with them. Some parties, thus, may be unable to
fully develop their cases—a factor some say favors incumbents who already know the lay of the land, what
political bodies are buried beneath it and where. Fair Districts lawyer Gelber says legislators could avoid
eleventh-hour migraines simply by working faster to finish earlier.

“You could litigate it for some time,” he says, “but you have to give voters a fair chance to make an informed
choice.”

Last updated Aug. 16 to fix a Web production error. The caption for the Scott Fortune image was
inadvertently inserted into the main body of the article.
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Inside The Lines powered by Three Bridges Advisors
Florida House Speaker Dean Cannon (R-Winter Park) today released the
following statement regarding the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) approving the
Preclearance Application  for the newly adopted Sections 20 and 21 of Article III of
the Florida Constitution (Amendments 5 and 6).

“The preclearance of Amendments 5 and 6 was a necessary step before the
legislature could implement them as part of the upcoming redistricting process. 
More importantly, the preclearance of Amendments 5 and 6 is validation that
Florida s new constitutional standards for redistricting promote and protect the
ability of racial and language minority communities to equally participate in the
electoral process and elect candidates of their choice.”

The Preclearance Application, which asked that DOJ affirmatively preclear Amendments 5 and 6, was
submitted jointly by the Florida House of Representatives and the Florida Senate on March 29, 2011.

Category: Legislative HeadLINES
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Inside The Lines powered by Three Bridges Advisors
The U.S. Department of Justice sent a letter to the state today saying it had no
objections to the “Fair Districts” amendments to the Florida Constitution,
essentially clearing the state to use the standards in the current round of
redistricting, reports the News Service of Florida. “The Attorney General does not
interpose any objection to the specified changes,” wrote T. Christian Herren,
chief of the voting section of the department’s Civil Rights Division, in the two-
paragraph letter. “However, we note that Section 5 expressly provides that the
failure of the Attorney General to object does not bar subsequent litigation to
enjoin the enforcement of the changes.” Voters approved the changes, which are
aimed at limiting political gerrymandering of the state’s legislative and
Congressional districts, in the November elections.

***Update***

Florida Democratic Party Chairman Rod Smith released the following statement applauding the U.S. Justice
Department approval of the Fair District Amendments for preclearance. Chairman Smith submitted the
Florida Democratic Party’s support of preclearance for the amendments on April 26th, 2011 to the U.S.
Justice Department.

“I would like to applaud the U.S. Justice Department for approving the Fair District
Amendments through the preclearance process.

“Last fall, Florida’s voters enshrined standards of fairness in the Florida Constitution when
nearly 63% of voters supported the Fair District Amendments.

“By approving the Fair District Amendments for preclearance under the Voting Rights Act, the
U.S. Justice Department certified that these amendments not only protect minority voters, but
that they also embed the principle of fairness in the Florida Constitution to further protect
minority voting rights.

“The Florida Democratic Party will not sit back and allow the will of Floridians to be frustrated
or delayed by those who simply seek to deny Floridians fair elections in fair districts. While
today’s approval was a huge step forward, we will continue fighting for a fair redistricting
throughout the reappointment process.”

Category: National HeadLINES
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Enough roadblocks: Do the voters' will
A Times Editorial

In Print: Thursday, June 2, 2011

Perhaps now House Speaker Dean Cannon and Senate President Mike Haridopolos will hear the message
that 63 percent of voters delivered unequivocally in November: Florida has new rules for drawing political
districts to make them more competitive. It's past time for Cannon, Haridopolos and other Republican leaders
to accept that reality and quit throwing up roadblocks.

The U.S. Justice Department ruled Tuesday that the so-called Fair District amendments do not undermine
minorities' voting rights — as a legislative letter suggested — and the rules are cleared for use in 2012,
when the Legislature will redraw legislative and congressional districts. Amendments 5 and 6 ban the
Legislature from drawing districts that benefit a political party or candidate — a dramatic departure from the
past, when legislative leaders had broad discretion to gerrymander districts.

The Justice Department's preclearance letter offers some clarity. Last year, lawmakers placed a poison pill
amendment on the same ballot, only to be thwarted when the Florida Supreme Court tossed it off. Cannon is
also party to a federal lawsuit that is attempting to get the congressional redistricting rule quashed.

There's just one problem: Both men — along with other legislators, the governor and state Cabinet — swore
to uphold the Florida Constitution, which voters overwhelmingly decided should include Amendments 5 and
6. That's the new law of the state. Get used to it.
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Tampa Bay Buzz | Speaker Dean Cannon reacts to DOJ pre-
clearance of Amendments 5&^
by Peter Schorsch | 1st June 2011

Post Category(ies): General, News, Politics, The Street Buzz

Florida House Speaker Dean Cannon (R-Winter Park) today released the
following statement regarding the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) approving the
Preclearance Application  for the newly adopted Sections 20 and 21 of Article III of
the Florida Constitution (Amendments 5 and 6).

“The preclearance of Amendments 5 and 6 was a necessary step before the
legislature could implement them as part of the upcoming redistricting process. 
More importantly, the preclearance of Amendments 5 and 6 is validation that
Florida s new constitutional standards for redistricting promote and protect the
ability of racial and language minority communities to equally participate in the
electoral process and elect candidates of their choice.”

The Preclearance Application, which asked that DOJ affirmatively preclear Amendments 5 and 6, was
submitted jointly by the Florida House of Representatives and the Florida Senate on March 29, 2011.
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Palm Beach County sole redistricting hearing set
by John Kennedy | June 2nd, 2011

Although Palm Beach County often seems to end up as ground zero for weird, puzzling and too-close-to-call
episodes in Florida election history, state lawmakers aren’t giving the county much love in a 26-city
redistricting tour.

Legislative redistricting committees are holding only one public hearing in Palm Beach County this
summer. The 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. event will be held Aug. 16 at Florida Atlantic University in Boca Raton.

The night before, Aug. 15, members of the public can vent about House, Senate and congressional district
boundaries at a 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., hearing at Stuart’s Blake Library. On the same day as the FAU hearing, the
redistricting committees will hold an evening public hearing from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., in Davie at the Broward
College gym.

Palm Beach County districts are likely to undergo some big changes with the once-a-decade redistricting,
which lawmakers will begin in January.

 Among the boundaries expected to change significantly are the five-county Senate District 27, now held by
Sen. Lizbeth Benacquisto, R-Wellington, and another sure-to-be battleground — the Broward-Palm Beach
county congressional seat held by U.S. Rep. Allen West, R-Fort Lauderdale.

More information and a schedule of hearings can be found at www.floridarestricting.org.

The
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Dan Miller: Keep a Manatee-Sarasota district
Published: Friday, June 3, 2011 at 1:00 a.m.

As a Bradenton resident who was privileged to represent the citizens of Manatee and Sarasota counties in
Congress for 10 years, I urge the public and press to pay close attention to the once-in-a-decade
redistricting process now under way in Tallahassee.

Florida will gain two additional seats, for a total of 27, and there will be approximately 700,000 people in each
district. The redistricting process will start soon and the state Legislature will meet early in 2012 to draw the
new congressional and legislative districts.

Manatee and Sarasota counties have formed the heart and soul of our congressional district for 20 years.
There is compelling evidence that they should continue to do so for another decade. The state constitutional
amendments passed by Florida voters last November were designed to produce honest, non-gerrymandered
districts that serve the public's interest, not the interests of incumbents or a political party.

It's less than 11 miles from downtown Bradenton to downtown Sarasota. The fabric of both communities is
deeply interwoven. Separating them will tear apart years of economic and geographic collaboration.

Manatee and Sarasota counties share so much history, economy, culture, transportation, media and
education that separating the two counties into separate congressional districts would be unfortunate for the
residents of both counties.

University Parkway was called County Line Road until the 1980s and is the legal line separating the two
counties. It would be difficult to differentiate the north or south sides of that road. The airport, the University
of South Florida Sarasota-Manatee, New College, the Asolo theater and the Ringling Museum straddle the
county line. The county line divides Lakewood Ranch, and Longboat Key is divided by the county line. It is
only natural that the two counties remain in one congressional district.

For the past 20 years both counties have been joined together in the 13th Congressional District. Prior to
the redistricting of 1992, Manatee County was in a congressional district with much larger Polk County, and
Sarasota was with much larger Lee County.

Manatee and Sarasota counties together comprise almost a perfectly sized congressional district that is
compact and contiguous per the requirements of the new amendments.

If the redistricting plan separates Manatee and Sarasota counties, then Sarasota will be put with Charlotte
and northern Lee County. This would include the cities of Cape Coral, Punta Gorda and Port Charlotte.
Manatee County, with its 318,000 population, would have to be put into a district with Pinellas, Hillsborough
or Polk County in order to have a district with 700,000 people. Putting Bradenton in a district that includes
Hillsborough County threatens to subjugate it to Tampa's interests.

The relationship between Manatee and Sarasota counties is far greater than with the communities to the
south and north of this area. Keeping Bradenton and Sarasota together maximizes the influence of these two
key cities in the halls of Congress.

Southwest Florida, from Naples to Palmetto, has approximately 1,750,000 people, which is two and a half
congressional districts. If Fort Myers and Naples remain in one district and Sarasota and Manatee remain in
another district, there remain about 350,000 residents to be included in a third district. For the past 20 years
the 14th District has gone from West Palm Beach across the state to Charlotte County.

District 11, mostly north of Manatee County, is now represented by Kathy Castor. It has some of the minority
neighborhoods of Manatee County and it has 44 percent white residents, so a minority candidate has the
opportunity to be elected. Under the voting rights law, the Justice Department will have to evaluate the
diluting of minority voters of that district if the Republicans in Manatee County are added to that district.

In Florida we have the new constitutional amendments that add confusion to the process, and the Florida
Supreme Court ultimately will have to approve a redistricting plan approved by the Legislature and signed by
the governor.

http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20110603/COLUMNIST/110609902/0/news&Title=Dan-Miller-Keep-a-Manatee-Sarasota-district&template=printart


The U.S. Justice Department also will have to approve the new redistricting plan and its focus will be primarily
on the creation of minority districts as required by the 1965 Voting Rights Act. This is minority
gerrymandering and is not only legal but essentially required, though race cannot be the only determinate of
drawing district lines.

The political implications of the district will probably not change. Sarasota County has rarely elected or voted
for a Democrat in local, state or national elections for over two decades. Manatee and Charlotte counties are
even more Republican than Sarasota, so this area will remain a Republican leaning congressional district.

Keeping Manatee and Sarasota counties together is the right thing to do for the people who live in the
district and for the integrity of the process. Logic dictates the two counties should remain in the current 13th
District.

Redistricting is not a simple, straightforward process and compromises will have to be made. Fortunately, we
have a strong local delegation representing us in Tallahassee and I urge the members to strongly advocate
keeping Manatee and Sarasota counties together in the 13th Congressional District.

Dan Miller was a Republican representative of the 13th Congressional District from 1992 to 2002.







flcourier.com http://w w w .flcourier.com/flf lorida/5628-draw ing-the-maps

Drawing the maps
Statewide voter redistricting hearings begin

COMPILED FROM WIRE 
AND STAFF REPORTS

TALLAHASSEE – Public meetings on the once-a-decade redistricting process began Monday though many
of those who showed up at the meetings seemed as interested in discussing how and when the state’s new
political boundaries will be drawn as where they would go.

Florida Senators John Thrasher, R-Jacksonville,
and Arthenia L. Joyner, D-Tampa, take a break during
Florida redistricting public hearings in Tallahassee.
(SPECIAL TO THE FLORIDA COURIER)

At issue was the decision by legislative leaders to hold
the public meetings before releasing proposed maps –
something that citizens and activists attending the
meeting said put them at a disadvantage when it came to
trying to figure out what lawmakers might be thinking as
they craft new districts for the state House, state Senate
and U.S. Congress.

Columnist Lucius Gantt of "The Gantt Report" was there
at the first hearing.

Legislators remained silent

"The majority of the people who were there were in favor of the new constitutional amendments, but it seems
like it will be a battle between large cities and small cities as to where lines will be drawn," Gantt told the
Florida Courier.

Gantt said the legislators "pleaded the Fifth" and didn’t say anything at the hearing because of the threat of
a lawsuit that may be filed whenever the final maps are drawn.

"It was futile. The legislators don’t want to say anything that may be used against them in a lawsuit and they
didn’t bring any proposed maps, so there was no starting point for serious discussion. People were just
giving their opinions," Gantt explained. "The legislators let people line up and make speeches."

The legislators’ silence raised fears that public input on whatever maps the Legislature draws could be
limited. "The scary thing is that we may not get a second chance," said Walt Dartland, chairman of the
Consumer Federation of the Southeast.

Post-map hearings

The chairmen on the House and Senate redistricting committees tried to ease those fears. Rep. Will
Weatherford, a Republican slated to become House speaker in late 2012, and Sen. Don Gaetz, a
Republican scheduled to be his Senate counterpart, said no vote would be taken on a proposed map before
a public hearing was held on the plan.

Weatherford also said the House and Senate would adopt a joint rule requiring a map to be made public for
at least three days before a vote, and any amendments would be required to remain on the desks for two
days.

"There’s going to be plenty of time for politicians to give their opinions, plenty of time for politicians to draw
maps," Weatherford said. "Now is the time for the people to have their say...We want the citizens of Florida to
be dictating what these maps look like, not politicians."

Gaetz largely brushed off the complaints.

http://www.flcourier.com/flflorida/5628-drawing-the-maps
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=20


"If I have to choose between a criticism of politicians didn’t get enough chances to speak enough or voters
didn’t get enough chances to be heard, I’ll take the criticism that you just articulated every day and twice on
Sunday," he said.

May come late

Others complained that a redistricting process that might not produce maps until late winter or early spring,
and then begin winding through the courts, could make it harder for voters – and potential challengers – to
figure out which district they were in and set up an organization.

Deirdre MacNab, president of the League of Women Voters, said the timeline could create "chaos and
confusion" ahead of the 2012 elections.

"Florida deserves elections where the people have time to understand their choices," she said. "This timeline
benefits only incumbents and is likely to diminish competitive elections and certainly the time our voters need
to consider their choices."

Marty Monroe, a former civics teacher, said the schedule "looks like an incumbent protection plan here."

"I want you to stop the delays, I want you to stop the stalling, and I want you to get to work," she said.

Early legislative session

Weatherford and Gaetz responded that Florida often goes later in the process, and that nothing precluded
lawmakers from voting on a plan shortly after the 2012 session convenes in January – two months earlier
than usual.

The pair also released a letter to Ellen Freidin, the head of Fair Districts Now, a grassroots organization that
pushed for the new redistricting standards, criticizing calls by Freidin’s group, the Florida State Conference
of NAACP Branches, and others to speed up the redistricting process in anticipation of legal challenges.

"Nowhere in Amendments 5 and 6 is there a suggestion that the traditional redistricting timeline be altered,"
Gaetz and Weatherford wrote in the letter, dated Monday. "However, your colleagues now suggest that the
Legislature reduce the time allotted for citizen input and instead create time for litigation."

Varied opinions

Aside from the crossfire over the process, the meetings largely consisted of complaints from voters who
wanted their members of Congress or representatives closer to them, or asked to be removed from oddly
shaped districts that new amendments to the Florida Constitution are aimed at preventing.

"Before I die, let me vote in Leon County," pleaded Linda Williams, whose congressional district begins in
Duval County. "Because I live here; I pay taxes here."

Sparks briefly flew when Laura Foster, who currently lives in Tallahassee after moving from Miami, compared
South Florida to another country. That drew a response from Sen. Rene Garcia, R-Hialeah.

"Miami-Dade County is part of the United States of America...I don’t appreciate when those comments are
made about a community of hard-working people who came to this country," Garcia said.

Weatherford denied Foster a chance to respond as he tried to keep the meeting running smoothly.

"South Florida is very different from the rest of the state...and diversity should not be the No. 1 reason that
we do anything. We’re to do what the country has decided to do with our cultures, our laws – not South
America’s laws, not Peru’s laws, not Haiti’s laws, not the way they did it in Cuba – there’s too much of that,"
Foster said.

Brandon Larrabee of The News Service of Florida contributed to this report.
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Daytona Beach's Dwayne Taylor to lead state Dems on
redistricting panel
BY JAMES HARPER
FLORIDA COURIER

State Rep. Dwayne Taylor, a former Daytona Beach city commissioner, will be in a powerful position over the
next year as he has been chosen to serve on one of three committees that will change the shape of every
legislative district in Florida and decide where to place two new congressional seats.

Florida Rep. Dwayne Taylor, D-Daytona Beach, offers
opposition debate as the House brought its version of the
state budget to the floor on April 1. (MEREDITH
GEDDINGS/FLORIDA HOUSE PHOTO)

Taylor, a Democrat for District 27, which includes parts of
Volusia County, returned from Tallahassee last week and
said he and other elected state representatives will be
traveling around the state to hear public comments on
how congressional and legislative districts boundaries
should be drawn.

The Florida Legislature will host 30 statewide public
meetings on redistricting between June and September
with the first meeting taking place in Tallahassee on June
20.

Redistricting is the redrawing of Florida’s political
boundary lines, occurring every 10 years, to reflect changes in population. The Florida Legislature must
redraw the state’s congressional and legislative boundary lines prior to the 2012 elections.

Guidelines set to ensure fair districts

Members of the committee must follow strict guidelines and are told to refrain from discussing their personal
political ambitions, personal district preferences or the ambitions or preferences of other candidates or office
holders with the chairman, the members or the staff of the redistricting committee.

With two congressional seats to be added to the Florida delegation in Congress, Taylor will lead the
Democrats on the Congressional Redistricting Subcommittee.

"In the past, they were gerrymandering the districts, making districts favorable to an incumbent or a
particular party. Can’t do that with fair districts amendments," said Taylor, noting among congressional
districts he will be redrawing are the ones currently held by Congress members Corrine Brown, John Mica
and Sandy Adams.

House Democratic Leader Ron Saunders also named Rep. Gwyn Clarke-Reed of Pompano Beach to lead
the Democrats on the House Redistricting Subcommittee while Rep. Evan Jenne of Fort Lauderdale will have
the same task on the Senate Redistricting Subcommittee.

‘Voice for the people’

Taylor told the Florida Courier that in his new position he will continue to be a voice for the people.

"I got frustrated the way things were going. I wanted to be a voice for the people. The people needed an
advocate to be their spokesperson," said Taylor, explaining why he wanted to go Tallahassee.

"People in District 27 should know their representative is
speaking on their behalf. Rather they listen or not, it is
still spoken. I don’t get frustrated that they are not
necessarily listening. I go up there and say what needs to
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be said on behalf of working class families here in District
27," Taylor said.

"I am not going to shut up," added Taylor, who continues
his fight even though Republicans have a majority in the
Florida House and Senate.

Bill that helps ex-felons passes

Taylor is proud that during this year’s legislative session
he was able to get his House bill 449 passed by both the
House and Senate and now the bill waits for the
governor’s signature.

If signed by the governor, the new law will make it so ex-
felons will no longer be denied certification or a license to
practice in a trade.

"I was the main sponsor of the bill in the house. (The
former felons) "are automatically denied no matter if
you’ve made restitution and completed the sentence. Now
they have to have restoration of civil rights (in order to
work certain jobs)," said Taylor.

"You should not have to wait to get rights back to get a
job," he added.
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A step toward fair districts
Published: Sunday, June 5, 2011 at 1:00 a.m.

The proponents of fair congressional and legislative districts — including almost two-thirds of the Floridians
who voted last November — got good news last week from the U.S. Department of Justice: The agency found
no reason why the Legislature should not use two new state constitutional amendments to guide it in
redrawing Florida's political map.

But the fight for better representation and more competitive elections — the basic purposes of the two
amendments — is far from over.

The amendments, approved by 63 percent of state voters, are the target of a lawsuit brought by two
members of Congress and the state House of Representatives.

Then, if sanctioned by the courts, the amendments would be left to the interpretation of legislators who
openly opposed the amendments and who are determined to ensure that the new districts maintain their
party's control of the Legislature and of the state's congressional districts.

The redistricting process — required every 10 years following the U.S. Census — gets under way this month
as the Legislature begins a series of public hearings across the state. The new district maps are scheduled
to be completed in June 2012.

Advocates of fair districts and fair elections will need to be vigilant and involved.

No finding of discrimination

The so-called preclearance granted Tuesday by the Department of Justice, required because of a history of
racial discrimination in some Florida counties, was an important first step. In a letter sent to the counsels for
the Florida House and Senate, the federal agency cites the two voter-approved amendments and states,
"The Attorney General does not interpose any objection to the proposed changes."

While the letter points out that the preclearance does not bar litigation opposing the amendments'
provisions, it's worth noting that the Department of Justice is required to consider any potential for racial
discrimination in evaluating changes to Florida's voting and election laws.

That's important because the lawsuit — brought by U.S. Reps. Corinne Brown, D-Jacksonville, and Mario
Diaz-Balart, R-Miami, and joined by the Florida House — contends in part that the amendments violate the
federal Voting Rights Act's prohibition of discrimination against minority candidates and incumbents. The suit
also argues that the standards for congressional redistricting must be governed by the U.S. Constitution, not
the state.

We won't question the merits of the suit — the oral arguments for which will be heard in July in a Miami
federal court — except to point out that both of the Florida amendments explicitly state that districts cannot
be drawn to deny minorities "the equal opportunity to participate in the political process."

As for the constitutionality of state standards, Florida is hardly breaking new ground: Forty-four other states
already provide some guidelines for redistricting.

Prior to the voters' approval of the two amendments — one each to guide congressional and legislative
redistricting — Florida had no such standards.

Consequently, the party that controls the Legislature — and thus redistricting — can create heavy majorities
for itself in most legislative and congressional districts. Equally heavy majorities for the minority party are
created in far fewer districts.

Incumbent protection plan

To achieve this outcome, legislators often draw oddly shaped, or "gerrymandered," districts that wind
through several counties and even from one side of Florida to the other. Many times, single communities can
be divided into several districts, each with a separate legislator or member of Congress.
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Consequently, political challengers face an uphill battle in taking on incumbents, or incumbents face no
opposition at all. Because incumbents are so heavily favored for re-election, they attract the lion's share of
contributions from special interests. Voters, denied a fair choice, can be discouraged from participating in
the political process.

No wonder Florida has the least competitive legislative elections in the country — tied for last place with
California and Massachusetts — according to the National Institute of Money in State Politics.

The Florida Times-Union reported last fall that in the past 10 years, 505 incumbent Florida legislators had
run for re-election. Only 10 of them lost.

Floridians — including Republicans, Democrats and independents — overwhelmingly voted to change that
political process by approving simple, reasonable rules for the Legislature to follow in redistricting — rules
that encourage competition for legislative and congressional seats, and might even improve representation
in Tallahassee and Washington.

Besides the prohibition of discrimination against minorities, the standards set forth in the amendments are
basic:

nDistricts cannot be drawn "to favor or disfavor" an incumbent or a political party.

nDistricts have to be contiguous and compact, as equal in population as is feasible, and where feasible must
use city, county and geographical boundaries.

Yet, even basic standards are apparently too much for the Legislature to bear. In a historically tight budget
year, the state House and state Senate set aside tens of millions of dollars to defend against legal
challenges to their redistricting decisions.

The lawmakers' chief opposition will be the millions of Florida voters who decided last year that there must be
a better way than the current process to determine who represents them in Congress and the Legislature.
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FL Redistricting Public Hearings in Tallahassee
June 20, 2011 - 1:00pm - 8:00pm

Two hearings: 1:00-4:00pm & 6:00-8:00pm

412 Knott Building

Tallahassee , FL

The Florida State Legislature is holding 30 public hearings around the state this summer to collect
recommendations on how congressional and legislative districts should be reapportioned.  The two Fair
Districts amendments approved by voters in November set standards for drawing these districts -- but the
Republican-controlled leadership is determined to stretch these provisions in their favor as much as
possible.  Your presence at one or more of these hearings can help reinforce the importance of following the
letter and the spirit of these new laws!

For more information about redistricting and the hearing process, visit www.FairDistrictsNow.org

http://www.ruthslistfl.org/content/fl-redistricting-public-hearings-tallahassee
http://fairdistrictsnow.org/home/


dailykos.com http://w w w .dailykos.com/story/2011/06/06/982110/-Judge-Draw n-Florida-Map,-10D-2Sw ing-15R-?via=blog_795275#

Daily Kos: Judge-Drawn Florida Map, 10D-2Swing-15R
by Bobby Big Wheel

Democratic VRA seats:

CD3 (Dark Magenta):  Corrine Brown is so self-serving that she actually joined in the lawsuit to overturn
Florida's new redistricting laws, but she retains a 51.9% AA seat.  The VAP is 49%, but mapmakers might be
able to edge that up to 50% by changing precinct boundaries.  Regardless, this Democratic North Florida
vote sink will continue on.

CD17 (Dark Slate Blue): The Luther Campbell seat in Miami stays mostly unchanged, and retains a 52.5%
AA VAP.  Sadly I don't know much else about this area, unless GTA: Vice City qualifies as a documentary.

CD23 (Aquamarine): Alcee Hastings's seat has a 51% AA VAP while staying out of Gator Country counties.

Non-VRA safe Democratic seats

CD11 (Chartreuse): Kathy Castor keeps her solidly Dem Tampa seat that is home to many of your favorite
The Hold Steady Ybor City references.

CD19 (Yellow Green): The canasta-playing residents of this district should keep returning Ted Deutsch to
Congress for the next decade since they gave Barack Obama 62.7% of the vote.

CD20 (Pink): Our new favorite South Floridian Jewish woman (take that, Mrs. Seinfeld) keeps a safe seat
that remains entirely within Broward County, as they voted 61.3% for Obama.

Lean D with incumbent Republicans

CD8 (Slate Blue): The "let's hope Alan Grayson doesn't run seat."  I love Grayson, he speaks truth to power,
he's a bright guy, but he only got 39% of the vote last year.  Daniel Webster is probably beatable in a district
that went 55-45 for Team Blue, but Grayson isn't the man to do it.

CD10 (Deep Pink): The new rules might finally get rid of Bill Young.  He's now in a district that voted 56.4%
for Obama.  To put that in perspective, only IL10, IL17, NY25, PA06, PA07, PA11, PA15, WA08 and WI07
have Republican representatives in districts that gave 56% to Obama.  All we need is a decent candidate
(read: not Charlie Justice).

CD22 (Sienna): Crazy Allen West now has to win a 56.1-43.9 Obama seat.  Look at the list above, look at
how many madmen hold those seats, and guess West's chances of holding this seat in a presidentail year.
 Still, the Johnny Unitas haircut looks nice, you can really set your watch to it.

CD25 (Pale Violet Red): David Rivera is going Rick Renzi on all of us.  At least Renzi had a GOP-leaning
seat.  The new CD25 (which is 67.8% Hispanic and is contained entirely within Miami-Dade) went 56-44 for
Obama.  Not sure how the GOP holds this seat, but it's not with Rivera.

Swing Seats:

CD18 (Yellow): This Miami-based seat voted 50.8% for Obama and its Cuban population (68.7% Hispanic
VAP) is slowly trending toward Team Blue.  Ileana Ros-Lehtinen projects a moderate profile (She's pro-
choice sometimes!  She's been on Bill Maher's show!  She doesn't spit on gay people!) but as soon as she is
gone this seat will be hotly contested, as it gave President Obama 50.8%.

CD24 (Indigo): Sandy Adams is one of those accidental congressmen, and if the Florida Supremes make a
second suburban Florida seat she'll have a tough time holding onto it, as people who don't believe in
evolution have a tough time winning districts that went 50.8% for the president.  Notably, John Mica also lives
in this seat (his old CD7 is designed for a North Coast congressman) but I imagine he'd move to somewhere
in his old district.  

Lean Republican

CD13 (Dark Salmon):  Sleazy Vern Buchanan's District went for McCain, but Obama got 48.6% here as the
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Democratic areas of Bradenton are no longer in CD11. Buchanan has deep pockets, but if FEC complaints
keep mounting we might have a shot.  Still, never count out a shady used car salesman; just look at how well
Bud Selig has done for himself.

CD16 (Lime): Mark Foley's old seat now takes in the Treasure Coast instead of the Gulf Coast, and gave
48.6% to President Obama (up from 48.6%), but Tom Rooney seems capable enough to hold onto it.

CD2 (Green): Steve Southerland must be one of the more charismatic morticians out there.  Most of them
resemble the one from The Big Lebowski.  The district went 51.9% McCain (instead of 54% in its old
iteration) but Dems would probably need another Blue Dog a la Allen Boyd to keep this seat.

Likely R

CD5 (Gold): Richard Nugent probably can't whip up the tasty guitar licks that Ted Nugent can, but they share
the same politics.  The district did give 46.8% to President Obama and suburbs are trending blue, but DCCC
resources are probably best directed elsewhere

CD9 (Cyan): Mike Bilirakis gets to hold onto his family's sinecure (some places like here, PA09 and IL03
think congressional districts are passed down hereditarily) in a district that only gave 46.6% to President
Obama.  The Tampa/St. Pete suburbs might be Democratic by the end of the decade though.

CD7 (Dark Gray): As I mentioned earlier, John Mica does not technically live in this 53.8% McCain district,
but as a committee chairman he probably has dibs on this North Coast seat. Of course his hairpiece
probably comes from Taiwan, which does not have a seat in the House.

CD15 (Dark Orange): We can't prove that Bill Posey's mother did not have sex with an alligator (if you're not
familiar with that reference, why aren't you watching The Colbert Report?) but we do know that this district
consisting of the Space Coast and Orlando exurbs gave only 45.8% to President Obama.  You'd think the
Republican War on Science would cost the bad guys votes here, but they're pissed that the president wants
to cut wasteful space programs.

CD12 (Cornflower Blue): Dennis Ross is a beneficiary from this map as his district becomes a lot more
Republican (54.2% for McCain), losing Tampa suburbs and becoming more centered on rustic Polk County.

CD14 (Olive): Speaking of sinecures, Connie Mack gets to keep a Gulf Coast seat that only gave 45.2% to
President Obama.  George Will probably creams himself whenever he sees a guy named Connie Mack
voting against poor people in the House of Representatives.

CD21 (Maroon): This seat is protected by the VRA believe it or not; it's 85.8% Hispanic and only 43.8%
Democratic.  These Miami suburbs that are still angry over Bay of Pigs and happy over the JFK
assassination will probably return a Republican to Congress, but you never know as all the former CIA guys
die out.

Safe Republican

CD27 (Spring Green): Cliff Stearns represents CD6 but he lives in the new CD27.  He probably runs in this
seat, as it only gave President Obama 42.1% of the vote.  CD6 is more Republican, but moving sucks and
CD27 is still safe.  Of course, Republicans could pull a double switch here: Dan Webster could run in CD27
and Stearns could run in CD06.

CD26 (Gray): This district is my attempt to unite rural areas of South Florida, home of 1976 Burt Reynolds
classic Gator.  The Republican who wins this seat (it only gave 41.7% to the president) might campaign by
airboat.  Perhaps Allen West might try to pull a switcheroo and run here?

CD6 (Teal): Culturally, this district is part of South Georgia.  Which means Democrats have no shot here.

CD4 (Red): Alvin Brown is mayor of Jacksonville, but when you have to make a VRA district that includes
Jacksonville it leaves a safely Republican seat in Duval and Nassau Counties.

CD1 (Blue):Joe Scarborough's old stomping grounds are still the most Republican in the state, and Destin
remains the best place to pick up an SEC coed.

Even though Florida is a swing state, a judge-drawn map would only have 6 safe Democratic seats, 4 lean
Democratic seats and 2 swing seats out of 27.  Blame it on the VRA, which makes a CD3 votesink that
makes CD4, CD7 and CD24 less competitive.  But it's still better than what Lex Luthor and his friends will
cook up.  Also, Florida is politically volatile with its influx of residents (including seniors, who seem to be



swinging against Republicans).  Ten years from now there's no telling how these seats would break.  But in
2012, this map is most likely D +4, R -2.

Like me? Hate me? Follow me on Twitter at @Bobby_BigWheel; some politics but mostly sports.
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Florida Morning: Bill Nelson stakes out Medicare stance,
Rick Scott in Canada
By Abel Harding (@abelharding, abel.harding@jacksonville.com)

NELSON STAKES OUT MEDICARE POSITION - "Florida Senator Bill Nelson joined with four fellow
Democrats on Monday to warn the White House against a Republican budget plan to restructure Medicare
as a voucher-like program. Why are they still talking about this plan? Its author, House Budget Chairman
Paul Ryan, R-Wisc., has tacitly acknowledged that his proposed restructuring ain’t gonna happen this year.
Democrats are adamantly opposed, and polls indicate it is unpopular with voters, especially senior citizens.
But Republicans note that Medicare is running out of money, making some change essential to keep full
benefits flowing beyond 2024. Republicans also want to keep the issue alive as a talking point in budget
negotiations with the White House. Republicans believe restructuring of entitlement programs like Medicare
and Social Security are essential to rein in the national debt. Democrats, meanwhile, know that opposing the
Republican Medicare proposal gives them a chance to regain favor with voters, especially older voters.
Senior citizens pay attention to this issue, even though Ryan’s proposal would not affect benefits for those
now 55 and older. Nelson, who faces a tough re-election campaign next year, wants to put his opposition to
Ryan’s plan firmly on the record, drawing a firm distinction between himself and the three Republicans
seeking to replace him. All three — state Sen. Mike Haridopolos, former state Rep. Adam Hasner and former
U.S. Sen. George LeMieux — have said they’d vote for the Ryan plan, though Haridopolos’ decision came
after he was tossed off a talk-radio show last week for waffling on the issue. 'As you know, the House-passed
budget (Ryan plan) would end Medicare as we know it by destroying the guaranteed-benefit system and
instead requiring seniors to enter the private insurance market,' Nelson and four fellow Democrats wrote on
Monday to Vice President Joe Biden, who is presiding over the negotiations. 'Despite the public’s
overwhelming rejection of this proposal, and even after the Senate vote against it last week, many top
congressional leaders are now saying they want the plan included as part of a package to reduce the deficit.
This proposal would never pass Congress on its own, and it does not belong in a larger deal either,' they
wrote." Orlando Sentinel: http://thesent.nl/jKbYKJ

ANOTHER GOP CANDIDATE READY TO JUMP IN SENATE RACE? - From Politico's Alexander
Burns: Former Ruth’s Chris Steak House CEO Craig Miller is now leaning toward a Senate run in Florida,
visiting Washington D.C. this week to meet with Republican officials and conservative groups ahead of a
possible bid. Miller, who ran unsuccessfully for Congress in 2010, is a former chairman of the National
Restaurant Association and a Florida tourism commissioner under Gov. Jeb Bush. ...A source close to Miller
told Score: “Craig is getting strong encouragement to run for Senate from Republicans around the state.
Conservatives and Tea Party activists want someone like Craig who has real world experience creating jobs
and balancing budgets, not career politicians who got us in this financial mess.”  http://politi.co/g3Pslo

RICK SCOTT VISITS 'THE TRUE NORTH STRONG AND FREE' - "Gov. Rick Scott is on a weeklong trade
mission in Canada as part of his efforts to attract business and jobs to Florida. Scott left Monday with a
delegation of Florida business and community leaders. Gray Swoope, president of the state's public-private
economic development agency, Enterprise Florida, also is on the trip to Montreal and Toronto. This is Scott's
second trade mission since the former corporate CEO took office in January. He went in March to Panama.
Scott says it makes sense to visit Canada since that country is Florida's top economic partner counting
trade, investment and tourism." http://bit.ly/ipQr7P

Good Tuesday morning and welcome to Florida Morning, your daily digest of political news from around
the Sunshine State. No Florida Congressmen have confessed tweeting pictures of their family jewels over
the last 24 hours - and here in Northeast Florida, we trust that's a scandal we don't see from our current
crop of U.S. Representatives. But the race for the GOP nomination for U.S. Senate continues to heat up with
Ari Fleischer, the former spokesman for former President George W. Bush, sending a friendly tweet Adam
Hasner's way. The state braces for redistricting, public records requests from the Office of the Governor
aren't handled all that swiftly (or cheaply) and doctors sue the state over a new law that restricts their line of
questioning.

REDISTRICTING: HEARINGS COMING TO A CITY NEAR YOU - "Senators and State Representatives will
host joint hearings at locations throughout the state to hear citizens’ views. The initial round of hearings is in
the Panhandle, with stops in Tallahassee, Pensacola, Fort Walton Beach, and Panama City (June 20-22).
On July 11-13, the committees visit five north Florida locations: Jacksonville, St. Augustine, Daytona Beach,

http://jacksonville.com/opinion/blog/457554/abel-harding/2011-06-07/florida-morning-bill-nelson-stakes-out-medicare-stance
mailto:abel.harding@jacksonville.com
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http://bit.ly/ipQr7P


The Villages, and Gainesville. On July 25-28, the third set of public hearings will be in Lakeland, Wauchula,
Wesley Chapel, Orlando, and Melbourne. On August 15-18, the fourth round of hearings is in southeast
Florida, with stops in Stuart, Boca Raton, Davie, Miami, South Miami, and Key West. The last round of
hearings is August 29-September 1 in Tampa, Largo, Sarasota, Naples, Lehigh Acres, and Clewiston." (A
brief note from the author of Florida Morning for legislative employees who drew up the schedule… The
Villages is not in "North Florida." Call it "Central Florida" or even "North Central Florida," but "North Florida" it
is not.) The schedule: http://1.usa.gov/llxjwO

FORMER GOV. BOB GRAHAM ON THE TRUTH-O-METER - "Barely true." http://bit.ly/kQppPs

NANCY SMITH: SOMETHING VERY WRONG WITH GOVERNOR'S OFFICE AND PUBLIC RECORDS -
"Most Floridians are unaware of the drama that plays out daily on their behalf between the press and the
governor's office. I'm talking now about public records. About the simple act of retrieving information the
citizens of Florida already paid for -- but can't have in a reasonable time period or at reasonable cost.
Citizens in the Sunshine State have come to believe -- and rightly so -- that most things their government
does are as much their business as they are any elected official's. How many of them, do you think, realize
that now a request for an e-mail -- one e-mail -- sent to or from the governor's office can cost as much as
$400 and take not days, but weeks to obtain? It all started the first week of March when Gov. Rick Scott
imposed a "cost recovery policy" for e-mail records." Sunshine State News: http://bit.ly/lM069e

OKEECHOBEE AT LOWEST LEVEL SINCE 2007 - http://bit.ly/kIOrhG

STATE REP. PETER NEHR: 'I'M OUT OF THE INTERNET SWEEPSTAKES BIZ' - Saint Petersblog:
http://bit.ly/imx5B6

On this day in Florida history, more than 700 Seminoles escaped from the U.S. Army and made their way
deep into the Everglades. The year was 1837 and the tribe was being relocated to Oklahoma at the behest
of the federal government. And in 1873, African-American workers throughout North Florida brought saw
mills to a halt. The workers, who belonged to the Jacksonville Labor League, were demanding a 10-hour
work day and wages of at least $1.50 per day.

Your feedback is welcomed and valued. E-mail Florida Morning at abel.harding@jacksonville.com or find me
on the Twitters, @abelharding. New followers include @WJS and @beonespark.

DOCS SUE STATE OF FLORIDA - http://bit.ly/ls0FHl

TROXLER: I'M TOO BUSY IS NOT AN OPTION - http://bit.ly/lQvxlY

LITTLEPAGE ON DRUG-TESTING WELFARE RECIPIENTS - "Give us your poor, your tired, your huddled
masses. Just as long as they take a cup with them to the bathroom and provide a urine specimen. Why?
Because in Florida, we are onto poor people. We know they are hooked on drugs. That's why they are tired
and probably why they huddle together in masses. So if they want a small amount of state money to, say,
buy food to get them through these tough economic times or until they can find a job, they have to prove
they are not on drugs first." http://bit.ly/knmUWW

QUOTE OF THE DAY - "Due to budgetary concerns, the previous policy of allowing senators to attend one
conference has been discontinued." - Senate President Mike Haridopolos, informing lawmakers they'll be
forced to pay travel expenses out of their own pockets this summer. http://bit.ly/l1knf9
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Martin County to host a redistricting public hearing » TCPalm
Mobile
Martin County will host one of the public hearings on state legislative and U.S. Congressional redistricting
now scheduled throughout Florida.

The hearing on the once-a-decade redrawing of the state House, state Senate and Congressional district
lines will be held at the Blake Library in Stuart 6 p.m. Aug. 15.

State legislators, who will draft the final lines in early 2012, will use the input from the hearings along with
numbers released by the U.S. Census to remap the lines.

Legislators will also have to include two new congressional districts into the redrawn lines, upping Florida's
delegation from 25 representatives to 27 starting with the 2012 general election.

Other public hearings in the region are set for:July 27: Bob Carr Performing Arts Center, Orlando

July 28: Brevard County Commission Chamber, Melbourne

Aug. 16: Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton

http://m.tcpalm.com/news/2011/jun/06/martin-county-to-host-a-redistricting-public/
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Mike Yost Claims FairDistricts Amendments Will Help
Defeat Corrine Brown
Most Republicans in the Sunshine State stood against the constitutional amendments backed by FairDistricts
Florida back in 2010, but there is at least one exception -- Mike Yost, who lost to Democratic U.S. Rep.
Corrine Brown last time and is hoping for a rematch in 2012.

Yost sent out an e-mail on Sunday, insisting the new measures help his chances.

“Last week, the U.S. Justice Department precleared Florida's Amendment 6 -- the FairDistricts Amendment
that forces the Legislature to draw congressional districts that neither favor one political party over another,
an incumbent over a challenger, and requires using natural boundaries such as county lines, rivers and
towns to prevent splitting up communities as the lines are now,” noted Yost. “This will assure that the 3rd
Congressional District is not going to be the most gerrymandered district in Florida and not just competitive,
but one I will win in 2012. For nearly 20 years, Corrine Brown has been re-elected simply because she put
her name on the ballot. In 2012, she is going to have to defend her record and convince the voters that she
deserves re-election."

http://www.sunshinestatenews.com/blog/mike-yost-claims-fair-district-amendments-will-help-defeat-corrine-brown#comment-34526
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Mark your calendar: Redistricting meetings scheduled
throughout the state | Florida politics blog: The Buzz
This summer, the Florida Senate and House are hosting more than two dozen public hearings throughout
the state on redistricting. The full schedule is on the Senate's redistricting web site.

The meetings start June 20 in Tallahassee, then head to Pensacola, Fort Walton Beach and Panama City on
June 21 and 22 before hitting Jacksonville and Central Florida in July. There's a meeting in Miami on August
17, Tampa on August 29, and Largo on August 30.

Web pages hosted by the House and Senate have information about redistricting and about how you can
create and submit your own redistricting maps, something that could be fun to do when looking for a break
from Angry Birds and Words With Friends.

http://www.tampabay.com/blogs/the-buzz-florida-politics/content/mark-your-calendar-redistricting-meetings-scheduled-throughout-state?utm_source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=twitter
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Redistricting/Hearings
http://www.floridaredistricting.org/
http://www.flsenate.gov/Redistricting/
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Florida Lawmakers Seek Public Input on Redistricting
Over the summer the Florida legislature will hold a series of meetings aimed at getting public input on the
redistricting process. Redistricting happens once every 10 years and hold tremendous importance over the
way the state will be governed for the next decade. Often districts are drawn to favor the party in power,
which were Republicans 10 years ago, and are Republicans today. By making our districts drawn fairly,
elections will be more competitive- which is a good thing. When we have competitive elections, our
lawmakers will finally reflect the people of Florida and it will be easier to pass pro-equality legislation.

Check out this article from the Florida Capital News about the meetings happening this summer. I hope I see
you at some of them!

Florida lawmakers to seek input about redistricting in a series of public hearings
By Jim Ash

Armed with terabytes of U.S. Census data and the limitless reach of social media, the Legislature is inviting
the public this summer to help re-write the political landscape.

It's known as reapportionment, a once-every-decade exercise in which legislators redraw their own districts
as well as those of the Florida congressional delegation.

It begins in earnest on June 20 in the Capitol with the first of 26 public hearings across the state. The series
includes June 21 meetings in Pensacola and Fort Walton Beach, a July 28 meeting in Viera and Aug. 31
meetings in Naples and Lehigh Acres.

It hits warp speed in January, when the Legislature convenes its traditional 60-day session three months
early to accommodate court review of the new districts.

"This will be the most transparent process in history," vowed Sen. Don Gaetz, a Republican from Niceville
who is in charge of redistricting for his chamber and who is next in line to be Senate president.

But when it comes to the bizarro world of politicians choosing their voters, the public input is nothing but
window dressing, critics warn.

The party in power has traditionally been able to draw districts that reward friends, punish enemies and,
above all else, protect the status quo. Critics say one statistic from legislative races proves the point.
Between 2004 and 2010, only three incumbents were defeated by challengers.

Republicans enjoy the upper hand at an uneven time. This year, they get to draw two new congressional
seats as the Florida delegation grows from 25 to 27.

But they also must deal with new restraints.

Last year, a coalition of liberal-leaning groups, including the American Civil Liberties Union and the League
of Women Voters, convinced voters to approve Amendments 5 and 6. Flying under the banner of "Fair
Districts," the amendments substantially erode the Legislature's power to draw whatever districts they think
will pass court review.

The amendments prohibit lawmakers from giving an unfair advantage to an incumbent or political party when
drawing districts, and they require lawmakers to consider minority interests.

Two minority members of Florida's congressional delegation, a Republican and a Democrat, already are in a
Miami federal court fighting to overturn the amendments. They argue that the restrictions actually make it
harder for legislators to draw districts that benefit minority candidates.

Former state Sen. Dan Gelber, a Democrat from Miami Beach who is representing Fair Districts, said the
lawsuit is proof that the Republicans have no intention of giving up their power of self-preservation.

The redistricting committees are making a show of asking the public to submit redistricting maps, but
lawmakers will have none of their own for the public to review during the meetings, Gelber said.

http://eqfl.blogspot.com/2011/06/florida-lawmakers-seek-public-input-on.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=twitter&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+eqfl+%28Equality+Florida+Blog%29
http://www.floridacapitalnews.com/article/20110608/CAPITOLNEWS/106080310&theme=


"It's no more than window dressing," Gelber said. "The Legislature has done everything it can to delay a
good faith effort at redistricting."

Gaetz could not predict when the public will see the first maps that lawmakers submit. The point is to take
public advice first, he said.

"His perspective would be to first come up with all the answers and then ask for public input," Gaetz said.
"Every single map will be available for the public to see."
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Legislature gears up for reapportionment | The News-Press
TALLAHASSEE - Armed with terabytes of U.S. Census data and the limitless reach of social media, the
Legislature is inviting the public this summer to help re-write the political landscape.

It's known as reapportionment, a once-every-decade exercise in which legislators redraw their own districts
as well as those of the Florida congressional delegation.

It begins in earnest June 20 in the Capitol with the first of 26 public hearings across the state. The series
includes Aug. 31 meetings in Naples and Lehigh Acres.

It hits warp speed in January, when the Legislature convenes its traditional 60-day session three months
early to accommodate court review of the new districts.

"This will be the most transparent process in history," vowed Sen. Don Gaetz, a Republican from Niceville
who is in charge of redistricting for his chamber and who is next in line to be Senate president.

But when it comes to politicians choosing their voters, the public input is nothing but window dressing, critics
warn.

The party in power has traditionally been able to draw districts that reward friends, punish enemies and
above all else, protect the status quo. Critics say one statistic from legislative races proves the point.
Between 2004 and 2010, only three incumbents were defeated by challengers.

Republicans enjoy the upper hand at an uneven time. This year, they get to draw two new congressional
seats as the Florida delegation grows from 25 to 27.

But they also must deal with new restraints.

Last year, a coalition of liberal-leaning groups, including the American Civil Liberties Union and the League
of Women Voters, convinced voters to approve Amendments 5 and 6. Flying under the banner of "Fair
Districts." the amendments erode the Legislature's power to draw whatever districts they believe will pass
court review.

The amendments prohibit lawmakers from giving an unfair advantage to an incumbent or political party when
drawing districts, and they require lawmakers to consider minority interests.

Two minority members of Florida's congressional delegation, a Republican and a Democrat, are in a Miami
federal court fighting to overturn the amendments. They argue the restrictions actually make it harder for
legislators to draw districts that benefit minority candidates.

http://www.news-press.com/article/20110607/NEWS0107/106080394/0/NEWS01/Legislature-gears-up-reapportionment?odyssey=nav%7Chead
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State of Florida to hold Public Hearings About Redistricting
(Florida Panhandle June 20-22)
Memorandum

To: The Honorable Sue Summers
Superintendendant, Liberty  County Schools

From: Senator Don Gaetz, Chair, Senate Committee on Reapportionment
Subject: Public Hearings About Redistricting (Florida Panhandle June 20-22)
Date: June 8, 2011

The process of drawing congressional, State Senate, and State House districts is beginning. House Speaker
Dean Cannon and Senate President Mike Haridopolos have already appointed committees to conduct the
most open, transparent and interactive redistricting process ever. The first step is listening to voters and
constituents.

House Redistricting Chairman Will Weatherford and I have scheduled 26 public hearings at locations
throughout the state, starting with four stops in the Florida Panhandle:

·         Tallahassee  on Monday, June 20, from 1:00 until 4:00 PM and from 6:00 until 8:00 PM in the Pat
Thomas Committee Room, 412 Knott Building (111 W St. Augustine Rd., Tallahassee, Florida 32399). The
Knott Building is accessible from the east and west entrances to the Florida Capitol.

·         Pensacola on Tuesday, June 21 from 10:00 AM until 1:00 PM CST at the WRSE-TV Jean & Paul
Amos Performance Studio (1000 College Boulevard, Pensacola, Florida 32504)

·         Fort Walton Beach on Tuesday, June 21 from 6:00 until 9:00 PM CST at Fort Walton Beach High
School (400 Hollywood Boulevard, Fort Walton Beach, Florida 32548)

·         Panama City on Wednesday, June 22 from 10:00 AM until 1:00 PM CST at Golf Coast Community
College (5230 W Highway 98, Panama City, Florida, US, 32401)

Please plan to attend one of the hearings, and help us spread the word to others.

Visit our website (www.flsenate.gov/Redistricting) for a list of all the public hearings and links to RSVP forms.
An RSVP is not required, but it will help us be prepared to seat everyone who attends and to hear from
everyone who wishes to speak.

Creating and submitting a redistricting plan is one of the best ways to show what works for your community.
All you need is a computer with a high-speed Internet connection and an email address to use the same
tools used by Senators, Representatives, and professional staff. Visit our website to learn more about how
you can create and submit your own district maps.

In order for your plan to be ready for display at the public hearing, please submit it at least 48 hours in
advance.

If you have any questions, please call the Senate Reapportionment Committee at (850) 487-5855. We look
forward to hearing from you. Your input will help us draw new districts that comply with all federal and state
laws and make sense for citizens and communities in the Panhandle. The Senate
(www.flsenate.gov/redistricting) and House (www.floridaredistricting.org) websites will be updated frequently
with the latest information, schedules, records, maps, and plans, so check back often.

http://www.lcsbonline.org/annoucements/stateoffloridatoholdpublichearingsaboutredistrictingfloridapanhandlejune20-22
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Redistricting/Hearings
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Redistricting/sign_up.cfm
tel:%28850%29 487-5855
http://www.flsenate.gov/redistricting
http://www.floridaredistricting.org/
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Hearings set on redistricting | TBO.com
WESLEY CHAPEL --

As Florida's speaker designate and chairman of the House Redistricting Committee, Will Weatherford is in a
position to shape Florida politics for the next decade.

But Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, said the last thing he wants to do is draw a map that looks like it was
designed especially for him. On June 20 in Tallahassee, he launches a statewide tour to get public input and
testimony on future state and congressional districts.

"The difference between how we're doing it this time and how it was done in the past is that we really want
the citizens to start the conversation," Weatherford said. "We have a complete blank sheet — you won't see
us drawing a map until this is all over. It's a long process, and we have a lot to do. We want to get it done
right."

The committee has hearings set for July 26 in Wesley Chapel and Aug. 29 in Tampa. But the public input
won't be limited to the hearings.

"We want this plan to be driven by the public," Weatherford said. "And the technology we have allows us to
crowd source. We're using email, we're on Facebook, we're Tweeting."

The committee has a website, www.floridaredistricting.org, where people can use the same software program
legislators use to draw and submit their own maps.

Rep. John Legg, R-Port Richey, said the "My District Builder" program is a huge step up from what the
Legislature offered a decade ago.

"We had a mapping program last time, but it was only available at libraries," he said. "This is on the Web.
People will be able to draw districts for their community or their region. It doesn't have to be for the entire
state."

Legg said the new software opens the process up to everyday citizens.

"I've already talked to members of the League of Women Voters who are working on maps," he said. "I think
we'll be getting them from college students. It will be regular folks who are interested in shaping their
government."

Legg co-chairs the subcommittee that will draw the new congressional map. Florida will gain two seats,
bringing the number of districts to 27. Each will have an ideal population of 696,345.

"We have to get it to the exact number," he said.

Florida's 5th Congressional District, which sprawls across Pasco and seven other counties, has a population
that increased 45 percent since the 2000 census. It's now at 929,500 — making it one of the most
overpopulated congressional districts in the nation.

"Pasco has had tremendous growth — especially in central and east Pasco," Legg said.

It's clear Pasco County's main congressional district will be more compact. The committee must adhere to
federal laws, such as the Voting Rights Act, and incorporate the provisions voters approved in 2010 when
they passed "Fair Districts" amendments.

"It's a delicate balancing act," Legg said. "If you move the Pasco or Hernando County line a little bit, it has a
ripple effect across the state."

Pasco's population grew by nearly 120,000 people, according to the 2010 Census. Weatherford said that
growth will be reflected in the legislative maps, too.

"It's really too early to guess how many seats we'll gain, but there's more people in Pasco, so it will look
different," he said.

http://www2.tbo.com/news/politics/2011/jun/11/PANEWSO1-hearings-set-on-redistricting-ar-236600/
http://www.floridaredistricting.org/


Susan MacManus, a political scientist at the University of South Florida, said anyone who takes the time to
submit a district map will have an agenda.

"You have the good government folks who were behind Amendments 5 and 6, and for them it's about
producing districts that are more competitive," she said. "For others, it's about party, or it's about race or
preserving communities."

Still others will use the process to exact political revenge. "Redistricting is always highly personalized and
highly political," MacManus said.

County commission and school board districts also will be redrawn this summer. County Administrator John
Gallagher said he would touch base with schools Superintendent Heather Fiorentino to schedule a workshop
soon.
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Redistricting advocates blast Florida legislature for delayed
redistricting process - Breaking News
Herald/Times Tallahassee Bureau

In a letter to House Speaker Dean Cannon and Senate President Mike Haridopolos this morning, the League
of Women Voters, NAACP, Common Cause, Democracia and other advocacy groups working with the
Democrat-backed Fair Districts Florida, strongly protested the gag rule imposed by the leaders on
legislature during hearings next week in which they are prohibited from discussing maps or even speaking
out.

In a conference call with reporters, the groups warned that the legislative silence, coupled with the delayed
schedule in creating congressional and legislative maps, will make Florida one of the last states to have
completed new districts.

The hearings are "a potential charade" that is "putting voters last," said Deirdre McNab of the League of
Women Voters."Give the voters something to respond to -- so the debate is substantive...and we can having
meaningful, organized, productive elections instead of the likely chaos that will happen.''

The group cited an email to House and Senate members of the redistricting committees from Sen. Don Gaetz
that said that members should not engage the public in demand and remain silent. Dan Gelber, former state
senator from Miami Beach and a lawyer for the group, said that Gaetz's email was intended to prevent
legislators from saying anything so as not to reveal their true intent, thereby making them vulnerable when
the final maps are ultimately reviewed by the court. Download Gaetz redistricting letter

Jorge Mursuli, of the Hispanic advocacy group Democracia, said the exercise of holding hearings without
maps to comment on "is a total waste of time." He said it's like "explaining a big math problem without a chalk
board."

"We believe that these hearings would be much more useful and meaningful if citizens and their
representatives could engage in real dialogue about how they want the maps to be drawn,'' the groups said
in a press release. "Hearing from legislators about how they intend to comply with the new redistricting rules
will engender public confidence, which might counteract the fact that the Legislature has spent and is still
spending large amounts of tax dollars to fight the amendments."

Gelber said that it is possible that legislators will not have a map to vote on until the end of the legislative
session in March.

http://www.bradenton.com/2011/06/14/3273290/redistricting-advocates-blast.html
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Transparency questions dog upcoming public redistricting
hearings
An “unprecedented” part of “the most open, transparent, interactive” redistricting process ever, or a “sham”
designed by Florida lawmakers to placate the public while they work to draw new district lines to benefit
themselves? That’s the question dogging the set of 24 public redistricting hearings scheduled by the state
Legislature to kick off next week. #

As the Florida Legislature gears up to redraw state House, state Senate and congressional districts before
next year’s elections, it has booked a series of public meetings around the state, the goal of which is to solicit
citizen input on the redistricting process. According to the Legislature’s online RSVP form, the “sole purpose”
of the hearings that start Mon., June 20, “is listening to learn how you want the standards governing
redistricting to be implemented and how you think districts in your area can work best for all voters and
constituents.” #

“People who actually live and work in communities and neighborhoods have a lot to tell us about the natural
boundaries that are created by culture and business and commerce and school zones,” says state Sen. Don
Gaetz, R-Destin, chair of the Florida Senate’s reapportionment committee. “We want to hear from people
who live in communities and neighborhoods.” #

Gaetz says the hearings are part of what he promises will be “the most open, transparent, interactive
process of public engagement” around redistricting “anywhere in America.” His pledge echoes the words of
Senate President Mike Haridopolos, R-Merritt Island, who guaranteed “the most open, transparent
reapportionment process ever” back in January. #

“He is really not blowing smoke,” says Alexis Lambert, a lawyer working with the Senate reapportionment
committee. “There is really an incredibly diligent effort going into these public hearings. There has been
tremendous outreach.” #

As evidence that lawmakers intend to follow through on their transparency pledge, Lambert cites the fact that
all the census data legislators will use to draw districts next year is available online, and that the Legislature
has made the software it will be using available to the public. The Florida House created the website Florida
Redistricting as a hub for reapportionment information. #

Not everyone is buying the rhetoric. #

“About every legislature I’ve ever encountered has claimed that their process is going to be the most
transparent ever, and they never are,” says J. Gerald Hebert, executive director and director of litigation at
The Campaign Legal Center, a D.C.-based nonpartisan, nonprofit political analysis group. Hebert is currently
helping defend the two “Fair Districts” amendments approved by Florida voters last fall against a lawsuit filed
by U.S. Reps. Corrine Brown, D-Jacksonville, and Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Miami. #

Hebert calls the Legislature’s public hearings a “sham.” “There’s nothing that the Legislature is putting
forward,” he points out, saying the public’s suggestions will become nothing but a “wish list” that lawmakers
will ignore. “At the end of the day, they’re going to draw the districts how they want,” Hebert says. #

In an interview with Florida Capital News, former state Sen. Dan Gelber, D-Miami Beach, who is helping the
organization that created “Fair Districts” oversee implementation of the amendments, echoed that view,
calling the hearings “window dressing.” #

Florida law may help keep the public in the dark, too. A state statute specifically exempts redistricting
documents from becoming public records until the final plan is proposed. “A draft, and a request for a draft,
of a reapportionment plan or redistricting plan” are exempted, as well as “any supporting documents
associated with such plan or amendment until a bill implementing the plan, or the amendment, is filed.” #

“It is problematic for the process, and it’s not often done that way, and when it is done that way it’s done to
shield the legislature’s decision-making from the public,” Hebert says. The new “Fair Districts” amendments
stipulate that lines not be drawn with the intent of favoring or disfavoring a particular party or candidate;
Hebert says the records exempted by Florida law are the only way the public can decide whether the
Legislature is living up to that standard. #
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Sen. Gaetz’s son, state Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Shalimar, introduced a bill during this past legislative session
that would have eliminated the exemption for redistricting-related documents. It went nowhere. #

“We intend to follow Florida’s open-government-in-sunshine law to a T,” says Sen. Gaetz, when asked
whether his committee might make available some of its “supporting documents” before the final plans are
introduced. Lambert says the committee will turn over information — an example she cites is the source code
for the redistricting software — once the maps are completed. #

Hebert says citizens can at least use the public hearings to speak out against Florida’s current map, which
he calls “an egregious Republican gerrymander.” But he doesn’t think that will carry much water when
lawmakers sit down to plot out district lines. ”They don’t get drawn in the public, and they’ll get drawn in the
back room in Florida too,” he says. #
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Redistricting advocates protest delay and gagging of
legislators during hearings
In a letter to House Speaker Dean Cannon and Senate President Mike Haridopolos this morning, the
League of Women Voters, NAACP, Common Cause, Democracia and other advocacy groups working with
the Democrat-backed Fair Districts Florida, strongly protested the gag rule imposed by the leaders on
legislature during hearings next week in which they are prohibited from discussing maps or even speaking
out.

In a conference call with reporters, the groups warned that the legislative silence, coupled with the delayed
schedule in creating congressional and legislative maps, will make Florida one of the last states to have
completed new districts.

The hearings are "a potential charade" that is "putting voters last," said Deirdre McNab of the League of
Women Voters."Give the voters something to respond to -- so the debate is substantive...and we can having
meaningful, organized, productive elections instead of the likely chaos that will happen.''

The group cited an email to House and Senate members of the redistricting committees from Sen. Don
Gaetz that said that members should not engage the public in demand and remain silent. Dan Gelber,
former state senator from Miami Beach and a lawyer for the group, said that Gaetz's email was intended to
prevent legislators from saying anything so as not to reveal their true intent, thereby making them vulnerable
when the final maps are ultimately reviewed by the court. Download Gaetz redistricting letter

Jorge Mursuli, of the Hispanic advocacy group Democracia, said the exercise of holding hearings without
maps to comment on "is a total waste of time." He said it's like "explaining a big math problem without a chalk
board."

"We believe that these hearings would be much more useful and meaningful if citizens and their
representatives could engage in real dialogue about how they want the maps to be drawn,'' the groups said
in a press release. "Hearing from legislators  about how they intend to comply with the new redistricting rules
will engender public confidence, which might  counteract the fact that the Legislature has spent and is still
spending large amounts of tax dollars to fight the amendments." Download Ltr to leg leaders 6-14-11 Final[1]

Gelber said that it is possible that legislators will not have a map to vote on until the end of the legislative
session in March.

http://miamiherald.typepad.com/nakedpolitics/2011/06/redistricting-advocates-protest-gagging-of-legislators-during-hearings.html
http://miamiherald.typepad.com/files/gaetz-redistricting-letter.doc
http://miamiherald.typepad.com/files/ltr-to-leg-leaders-6-14-11-final1.pdf
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Groups call for Florida lawmakers to speed up redistricting
Posted: 6:11 p.m. Tuesday, June 14, 2011

Supporters of a new set of constitutional standards for redistricting are calling on lawmakers to accelerate
the once-a-decade process of redrawing the state lines and remove a “gag order” they say has been placed
on legislators ahead of next week’s launch of public hearings.

The organizations -- including the state NAACP, the League of Women Voters of Florida, Hispanic advocacy
group Democracia and Common Cause Florida -- also asked the House to drop out of a lawsuit brought by
two members of Congress asking a federal court to toss one of the amendments to the Florida Constitution
passed in November.

“Please let us know that you will do your duty, abide by your oaths to enforce the Florida Constitution, and
comply with the Fair Districts amendments,” the groups said in a letter to legislative leaders dated Tuesday.

The letter’s authors contend that the Legislature’s current timetable for maps -- which lawmakers will hammer
out during a session beginning in January -- could cause chaos during qualification and the 2012 campaign,
particularly if the maps are successfully challenged in court. A lawsuit on the maps is considered a certainty
by many advocates and lawmakers.

The groups say the decision by legislative leaders to ask lawmakers to not speak at the meeting could
actually fuel fears that the Legislature will eventually ignore the new rules, aimed at curbing partisan
gerrymandering.

“An order to remain silent creates the impression that there is something to hide,” the letter says. “We urge
you to reconsider this gag order and encourage a productive give-and-take at each of the hearings.”

Republican leaders, who have long suspected that the amendments were meant to tip the balance of power
more toward Democrats and who waged a fierce campaign to try to block them in last year’s election,
responded that many of the complaints seemed politically motivated.

“While I would hope that is not the case, how else can we interpret their suggestion that members of the
public have less time to speak and to offer input prior to the maps being drawn,” said House Redistricting
Chairman Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, who is scheduled to become speaker late next year

..

Lawmakers also contend that their schedule for redrawing the lines is set by the Florida Constitution. They
also highlighted the fact that the session was moved up from its usual March start date to January so the
Legislature can get an earlier start on drawing the lines.

“Since the Fair Districts Now group is so concerned about redistricting, I once again invite them to submit
their own maps so everybody can see their concept of a ‘fair district,’” said Senate President Mike
Haridopolos, R-Merritt Island. “If the past is any indication though, they’ll come up with an excuse not to
participate in this important process.”

Last year, Haridopolos repeatedly pressed for supporters of the amendments to release their vision of maps;
Fair Districts Florida, the group that pushed for the amendments, contended that was impossible because of
how outdated the 2000 Census numbers were.

Public hearings on redistricting begin Monday in Tallahassee.

http://www.palmbeachpost.com/news/groups-call-for-florida-lawmakers-to-speed-up-1539726.html?printArticle=y








postonpolitics.com http://w w w .postonpolitics.com/2011/06/redistricting-hearings-called-a-charade-by-critics/

Redistricting hearings called a “charade” by critics
Supporters of the Fair Districts constitutional amendments guiding redistricting blasted Florida legislative
leaders Tuesday for what some called a ”charade” of more than two-dozen public hearings scheduled to
begin next week.

Former Sen. Dan Gelber, a Miami Beach Democrat and lawyer now representing Fair Districts, was joined
by the Florida NAACP, the state’s League of Women Voters, and Democracia, an Hispanic voters’
organization, in denouncing the Legislature’s slow-developing time frame to redraw political boundaries for
state House, Senate and congressional districts.

Twenty-six public hearings are scheduled through the summer, including an Aug. 16 session at Florida
Atlantic University in Boca Raton. But the discussions are not intended to focus on line-drawing.

Instead, the Legislature won’t begin drawing maps in earnest until January. With legal challenges, Gelber
and others said it was likely Floridians and candidates won’t know their districts until close to the beginning
on candidate qualifying in June.

“That these are transparent hearings, that’s just a sham,” said Deirdre Macnab of the League of Women
Voters.

The organizations have written House Speaker Dean Cannon, Senate President Mike Haridopolos, and
House and Senate redistricting chairs criticizing the schedule and urging that they drop what critics call a gag
order in which the letter said lawmakers have been warned they “should not make public statements about
redistricting lest they betray intent to engage in political favoritism.”

The organizations also called on U.S. Reps. Mario Diaz-Balart, a Miami Republican, and Corrine Brown, a
Jacksonville Democrat, to drop their lawsuit challenging the Fair Districts amendments, approved by voters
last fall. The measures prohibit lawmakers from drawing district boundaries to help one party or individual
incumbents.

Taxpayers are picking up the legal tab for both sides in the lawsuit, which is scheduled for oral arguments in
Miami federal court in July.

“It’s time we stop spending taxpayer funds to defeat the purpose of the voters,” said Leon Russell of the
NAACP.

UPDATE: Sen. Mike Haridopolos, R-Merritt Island, responded to the Fair Districts criticism, saying
all Floridians’ “viewpoints are heard,” in the process. He also urged critics to draw their own
versions of the maps, a challenge Haridopolos earlier issued.

“I once again invite them to submit their own maps so everybody can see their concept of a ‘fair
district.’ If the past is any indication though, they’ll come up with an excuse not to participate in
this important process,” he said.

“

Tags: Fair Districts, reapportionment, U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown, U.S. Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart
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Redistricting advocates blast legislature for delayed
redistricting process | Florida politics blog: The Buzz
In a letter to House Speaker Dean Cannon and Senate President Mike Haridopolos this morning, the
League of Women Voters, NAACP, Common Cause, Democracia and other advocacy groups working with
the Democrat-backed Fair Districts Florida, strongly protested the gag rule imposed by the leaders on
legislature during hearings next week in which they are prohibited from discussing maps or even speaking
out.

In a conference call with reporters, the groups warned that the legislative silence, coupled with the delayed
schedule in creating congressional and legislative maps, will make Florida one of the last states to have
completed new districts.

The hearings are "a potential charade" that is "putting voters last," said Deirdre McNab of the League of
Women Voters."Give the voters something to respond to -- so the debate is substantive...and we can having
meaningful, organized, productive elections instead of the likely chaos that will happen.''

The group cited an email to House and Senate members of the redistricting committees from Sen. Don Gaetz
that said that members should not engage the public in demand and remain silent. Dan Gelber, former state
senator from Miami Beach and a lawyer for the group, said that Gaetz's email was intended to prevent
legislators from saying anything so as not to reveal their true intent, thereby making them vulnerable when
the final maps are ultimately reviewed by the court.

Jorge Mursuli, of the Hispanic advocacy group Democracia, said the exercise of holding hearings without
maps to comment on "is a total waste of time." He said it's like "explaining a big math problem without a chalk
board."

"We believe that these hearings would be much more useful and meaningful if citizens and their
representatives could engage in real dialogue about how they want the maps to be drawn,'' the groups said
in a press release. "Hearing from legislators  about how they intend to comply with the new redistricting rules
will engender public confidence, which might  counteract the fact that the Legislature has spent and is still
spending large amounts of tax dollars to fight the amendments." Download Ltr to leg leaders 6-14-11 Final[1]

Gelber said that it is possible that legislators will not have a map to vote on until the end of the legislative
session in March.
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Groups call for lawmakers to speed up redistricting
News Service of Florida:

THE CAPITAL, TALLAHASSEE, June 14, 2011..........Supporters of a new set of constitutional standards for
redistricting are calling on lawmakers to accelerate the once-a-decade process of redrawing the state lines
and remove a "gag order" they say has been placed on legislators ahead of next week's launch of public
hearings.

The organizations -- including the state NAACP, the League of Women Voters of Florida, Hispanic advocacy
group Democracia and Common Cause Florida -- also asked the House to drop out of a lawsuit brought by
two members of Congress asking a federal court to toss one of the amendments to the Florida Constitution
passed in November.

"Please let us know that you will do your duty, abide by your oaths to enforce the Florida Constitution, and
comply with the Fair Districts amendments," the groups said in a letter to legislative leaders dated Tuesday.

The letter's authors contend that the Legislature's current timetable for maps -- which lawmakers will hammer
out during a session beginning in January -- could cause chaos during qualification and the 2012 campaign,
particularly if the maps are successfully challenged in court. A lawsuit on the maps is considered a certainty
by many advocates and lawmakers.

The groups say the decision by legislative leaders to ask lawmakers to not speak at the meeting could
actually fuel fears that the Legislature will eventually ignore the new rules, aimed at curbing partisan
gerrymandering.

"An order to remain silent creates the impression that there is something to hide," the letter says. "We urge
you to reconsider this gag order and encourage a productive give-and-take at each of the hearings."

Republican leaders, who have long suspected that the amendments were meant to tip the balance of power
more toward Democrats and who waged a fierce campaign to try to block them in last year's election,
responded that many of the complaints seemed politically motivated.

"While I would hope that is not the case, how else can we interpret their suggestion that members of the
public have less time to speak and to offer input prior to the maps being drawn," said House Redistricting
Chairman Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, who is scheduled to become speaker late next year
..
Lawmakers also contend that their schedule for redrawing the lines is set by the Florida Constitution. They
also highlighted the fact that the session was moved up from its usual March start date to January so the
Legislature can get an earlier start on drawing the lines.

"Since the Fair Districts Now group is so concerned about redistricting, I once again invite them to submit
their own maps so everybody can see their concept of a 'fair district,'" said Senate President Mike
Haridopolos, R-Merritt Island. "If the past is any indication though, they'll come up with an excuse not to
participate in this important process."

Last year, Haridopolos repeatedly pressed for supporters of the amendments to release their vision of maps;
Fair Districts Florida, the group that pushed for the amendments, contended that was impossible because of
how outdated the 2000 Census numbers were.

Public hearings on redistricting begin Monday in Tallahassee.
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Wakulla Democratic Women
What's Happening - Updates from the Wakulla Democratic Party

Sunday June 12th -- WDEC Steering Committee Meeting 3 pm at The Works Co-Working Cafe in
Crawfordville

-- Join us to submit your delegate form for the 2011 state convention.

Tuesday June 14th - WDEC and WDWC host Representative Leonard Bembry at The Works Co-Working
Cafe in Crawfordville

Time 
Tuesday, June 14 · 9:00am - 11:00am
Location 
The Works Co-Working Cafe
Azalea Drive
Crawfordville, Florida

More Info 
Join the Wakulla County Democratic Executive Committee and the Wakulla Democratic Women's Club for a
Meet and Greet with State Representative Leonard Bembry.

Representative Bembry represents District 10 which includes Wakulla.

Committee Memberships
Agriculture & Natural Resources Policy Committee
Economic Development Policy Committee
Natural Resources Appropriations Committee
State & Community Colleges & Workforce Policy Committee

City of Residence:

Greenville
Occupation:

Retired General Manager/retail; Farmer/timber
Spouse:

Susan Bembry, of Jasper

Coffee and pastries will be available for purchase. Come out and meet your state representative!

Monday June 20th - 2012 Project

The 2012 Project is a national, non-partisan campaign to increase the number of women in Congress and
state legislatures by taking advantage of the once-in-a-decade opportunities of 2012.

This mission will be brought to Florida with the help of a coalition of state-based partners like you who are
dedicated to women’s advancement in government, industries, and communities throughout the state.
Together, the coalition will strategize how best to proceed to increase the number of women in office in
Florida in 2012. The 2012 Project will convene an initial meeting for brainstorming a plan of action for the
state in Tallahassee on June 20, 2011 at the House Office Building, Room 12. The meeting will be from 9am-
12:30pm. The meeting is co-hosted by former state legislator Anne Mackenzie and former secretary of state
and state legislator Sandy Mortham.

The meeting coincides with the first of a series of statewide public hearings held jointly by the House and
Senate Committee on Reapportionment, beginning at 1pm at 412 Knott Building. We believe that increasing
the number of women in office in 2012 also means paying close attention to how women legislators fare in
redistricting decisions and monitoring opportunities created for potential women candidates by newly-drawn
state and federal maps. Therefore, we invite those attending our meeting to join us at 1pm at the public

http://wakullademocraticwomen.blogspot.com/


hearing, where we plan to make our voice heard to remind committee members to consider the impact of
their decisions on women in particular.

This meeting will act as the first convening of a potential coalition of women’s interests in the state around
the effort of increasing women’s presence in political office. RSVP to Kelly Dittmar
kdittmar@rci.rutgers.edu or (732) 932-9384 ext. 269.

Monday June 20th - Redistricting Hearings in Tallahassee

Redistricting Hearings are scheduled to take place Monday, June 20th, in Room 412 of the Knott Building. 
Fair Districts also wants to have a pre-event before each hearing (i.e., standing out in public waving signs
before the hearings). We are working on a location now, possibly in front of the Old Capitol at the
intersection of Monroe Street and Apalachee Parkway.

http://www.fairdistrictsnow.org/home/

Monday June 20th - League of Women Voters of Wakulla Hosts Deirde McNab

League of Women Voters of Wakulla Riverside Reception

Monday June 20, 2011 from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM EDT

Home of Diane Cook
110 Rio Paz Trace
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Email drpienta@gmail.com for an email invite and RSVP link

Thursday June 23 - 7 pm Wakulla Democratic Women's Club Membership Meeting

Location TBA -- WDWC Joan Hendrix will update on location information. Please plan on renewing your
annual membership at this meeting.

Wednesday June 29th -- Democratic Women's Club of Florida Region One Quarterly Dinner

Make plans to attend the quarterly dinner at the University Center Club at Florida State University.
6 to 8 pm
RSVP by June 22 and indicate meal choice -- meat or vegetarian

-- Dinner agenda includes elected women officials and 2012 candidates, information about the 2011 state
convention, 2012 lobby days in Tallahassee, and much more. Don't miss this important event!

Email drpienta@gmail for an invite to share, with questions, or to RSVP. Call Rachel at 321-3582.
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Redistricting Group Calls Florida Hearings 'Sham'
Tallahassee, FL (AP) - A group trying to prevent gerrymandering says upcoming public hearings on
redistricting are a "sham."

Fair Districts Now leaders said Tuesday that's because lawmakers
won't present any proposed maps for citizens to comment on.

Voters last year approved a pair of state constitutional
amendments sponsored by Fair Districts to prohibit drawing
districts to favor incumbents or a political party.

Fair Districts also sent a letter to legislative leaders urging
them to include maps, speed up the redistricting process and stop
fighting the amendments in court.

The group also urged lifting a "gag order" against lawmakers
commenting at the hearings.

A House spokeswoman said she was unaware of a gag order and that it
would be inappropriate to draw maps before getting public
comment.

(Copyright 2011 by The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved.)

Latest Comments

Posted by: DTH Location: Tallahassee on Jun 15, 2011 at 07:18 AM

Have you seen a Map of the Districts lately? One District looks like an upside down Horse Shoe. I say Florida
Districts should use the County Lines. They should NOT use RACE to draw the Lines OR the number of
People. Use the Counties.

Posted by: Anonymous on Jun 14, 2011 at 09:39 PM

Maybe they can get rid if Coreen Broen's gerrymandered spaghetti that runs from around Jadksonville to
Central Florida.

Posted by: dog Location: gone on Jun 14, 2011 at 05:58 PM

If anything other than population and Geography is used it will be a SHAM. NO RACE, NO RELIGION , NO
GENDER, NO POLITICAL PARTY.

http://www.wctv.tv/home/headlines/Redistricting_Group_Calls_Florida_Hearings_Sham_123852149.html
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3b27/3/0/%2a/a%3B238982137%3B0-0%3B1%3B45324742%3B1190-180/60%3B37501772/37519649/1%3B%3B~sscs%3D%3fhttp://www.lively-nation.com/ten/wctv/The-Gem-Collection-116485668.html
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Florida Redistricting Plans Under Fire
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) -- A group trying to prevent gerrymandering says upcoming public hearings
on redistricting are a "sham."

Fair Districts Now leaders said Tuesday that's because lawmakers won't present any proposed maps for
citizens to comment on.

Voters last year approved a pair of state constitutional amendments sponsored by Fair Districts to prohibit
drawing districts to favor incumbents or a political party.

Fair Districts also sent a letter to legislative leaders urging them to include maps, speed up the redistricting
process and stop fighting the amendments in court.

The group also urged lifting a "gag order" against lawmakers commenting at the hearings.

A House spokeswoman said she was unaware of a gag order and that it would be inappropriate to draw
maps before getting public
comment.

(Copyright 2011 by The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved.)

http://www.wtvy.com/floridanews/headlines/Florida_Redistricting_Plans_Under_Fire_123847174.html
http://www.wtvy.com/floridanews/headlines/Florida_Redistricting_Plans_Under_Fire_123847174.html#
http://www.wtvy.com/floridanews/headlines/Florida_Redistricting_Plans_Under_Fire_123847174.html#
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Slow redistricting process could hamper elections, critics say
TAMPA --

Chaos and voter confusion loom for the 2012 Florida elections if the state Legislature doesn't speed up
drawing new maps for legislative and congressional districts, advocates of the anti-gerrymandering Fair
Districts amendments said Tuesday.

Under the current schedule, they said, final approval of the district lines could be pushed beyond the dates
for candidates to qualify for the election, June 4-8, or even near the Aug. 14 state primary. Candidates
wouldn't know which districts they could run in, and voters wouldn't know which candidates they could vote
on.

They accused GOP legislative leaders of stalling the process to protect Republican incumbents threatened
by the amendments, which will limit their ability to draw districts for partisan advantage.

"If people don't know what district they're in, how can they gather funds to run for office? How can they
educate voters on what they stand for?" said Deirdre McNab of the League of Women Voters. "There is only
one group that wins when this kind of situation occurs, and that is the incumbents."

But legislative redistricting leaders denied there's a problem.

"There is ample time to hold public hearings … to pass a plan and submit it to the courts," said state Sen.
Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, Senate redistricting chairman, although he conceded, "It could be tight if everyone
takes the maximum number of days" to meet deadlines for judicial review.

Redistricting is done by the Legislature after each U.S. Census. Legislative leaders plan a statewide series
of 26 public hearings June 20-Sept. 1 before producing any proposed maps. They'll vote on a plan during
the legislative session Jan. 10-March 9.

Former state Sen. Dan Geller of the Fair Districts Now group that backed the amendments said final
approval could then take 105 days, or until late June, under the schedule for review by the state Supreme
Court and the U.S. Department of Justice.

"If there is a legal challenge (to the proposed plan), which there has been every year and you can assume
will happen, it's possible Floridians won't know their districts until the time of the primary or later," he said.

Meanwhile, he said, many states have already completed their redistricting plans, and Florida will be among
the last in the nation to do so.

The state Constitution lays out the schedule for producing a legislative district map, but Geller noted the
Legislature could produce a Congressional map any time and put it before the public for comment.

State Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, chairman of the House redistricting committee, said the
complaints "seem politically motivated, rather than based in fact," and appear aimed at cutting down on time
available for the public to attend hearings over redistricting.

Katie Betta, a spokeswoman for State House Speaker Dean Cannon, noted that the qualifying dates can be
changed if necessary.

http://www2.tbo.com/news/politics/2011/jun/14/slow-redistricting-process-could-hamper-elections--ar-237360/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+tbo/politics+(TBO+>+Politics)&utm_content=Google+Reader
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Florida Legislature to hold first round of public redistricting
meetings in Florida’s Panhandle
Tallahassee, Fla. – The Florida House and Senate redistricting committees will hold their first round of joint
public meetings in Florida’s Panhandle. Meetings will take place in Tallahassee, Pensacola, Fort Walton
Beach and Panama City from Monday, June 20, to Wednesday, June 22.

These meetings will give the public an opportunity to start the conversation about redistricting and share
their ideas directly with Florida legislators. For more information on the Florida House of Representatives’
redistricting efforts, please visit FloridaRedistricting.org.

What: Public Redistricting Meeting – Tallahassee

Date: Monday, June 20, 2011

Time: 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. EDT & 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. EDT

Location: 412 Knott Building

404 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399

What: Public Redistricting Meeting – Pensacola

Date: Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Time: 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. CDT

Location: WSRE-TV – Amos Studio

1000 College Boulevard

Pensacola, FL 32504

What: Public Redistricting Meeting – Fort Walton Beach

Date: Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Time: 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. CDT

Location: Fort Walton Beach High School

400 Hollywood Boulevard

Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548

What: Public Redistricting Meeting – Panama City

Date: Wednesday, June 22, 2011

Time: 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. CDT

Location: Gulf Coast Community College

Sarzin Lecture Hall

5230 West Highway 98

Panama City, FL 32401

http://chipleybugle.com/news/2011/06/16/redistricting-meetings/?utm_source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=twitter
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Legislature to hold first redistricting meetings |
www.gulfbreezenews.com
The Florida House and Senate redistricting committees will hold their first round of joint public meetings in
Florida’s Panhandle, starting next week. Meetings will take place in Tallahassee, Pensacola, Fort Walton
Beach and Panama City from Monday, June 20, to Wednesday, June 22. ¦ Public Redistricting Meeting –
Pensacola:

---------------------------------------------------------------------

You must be an online subscriber to view this story.

The full version of this story will be available to all readers after 2 weeks.

Full versions of news stories from the most recent 2 weeks are available to online subscribers only. Access
to full versions of news stories from issues older than 2 weeks are available to all readers for free in our
archive of all issues.

Not an online subscriber yet? Sign Up Here
Note: You must have cookies enabled to use subscription service
Member Functions:
Forgot your password?

http://www.gulfbreezenews.com/news/2011-06-16/News/Legislature_to_hold_first_redistricting_meetings.html
http://www.gulfbreezenews.com/common/archive.html
http://www.gulfbreezenews.com/subscribe
http://www.gulfbreezenews.com/user/password
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Redistricting: What it means for New Smyrna Beach, Port
Orange and other local cities
Every decade since 1790, the federal government has administered the United States Census. This survey,
which is mandated by the U.S. Constitution, gathers population data and statistics for the entire nation.

The information collected by the census is used in a variety of important ways, but of chief concern for
Florida right now

is the way that this information affects the redistricting process.

In Florida, the state legislature is tasked with redrawing the political district lines every ten years, in response
to the Census. This is what the “redistricting process” that you’ll be hearing so much about basically boils
down to: Making sure that the political boundary lines are fair and reasonable.

Redistricting is important for a number of reasons. First, redistricting determines who your elected
representatives will be.
Depending on how the lines are drawn, you could wind up with an entirely new representative at the state or
federal level.

Also, whichever way the lines are drawn, it will remain that way until the next Census, which takes place in
2020. So for the next five elections, starting in 2012, these new lines will be in effect.

As a member of the state Redistricting Committee, I recognize how important this process is. That’s why it’s
crucial for you to get involved.

We’ll be holding a number of meetings, open to the public, to gather citizen input and feedback. These
meetings will help us determine the needs of Florida’s diverse communities. The first of these meetings with
take place in the Panhandle next week.

However, a public meeting will also be held locally. It is currently scheduled for 6 to 9 p.m. July 12 at the
News-Journal Center in Daytona Beach.

I invite you to attend. I also suggest that you visit the official Florida redistricting website:
www.floridaredisricting.org.

At this website, you can keep up with the latest news and events related to redistricting. You can even get
involved in the redistricting process right now, by using the MyDistrictBuilder app to create your own map of
how you think the lines should be drawn.

I will post more information in the next few weeks as the July 12 meeting approaches. Please take this
opportunity to get involved and make your voice heard. With your help, we can ensure that Volusia County
gets the representation we all deserve in Tallahassee and Washington, D.C.

http://www.facebook.com/dorothyhukill

Editor's Note: State Rep. Dorothy Hukill, R-Port Orange (Dist. 28), writes her weekly column exclusively for NSBNews.net,
New Smyrna Beach's daily online newspaper and Volusia County's alternative news source.

NSBNews.net, also known as VolusiaNews.net, provides Volusia County 24 / 7 Internet newspaper coverage,
100% free with breaking news, news of record and investigative reports from New Smyrna Beach, FL, for a
21st-century digital world.

http://nsbnews.net/content/406486-redistricting-what-it-means-new-smyrna-beach-port-orange-and-other-local-cities
http://www.floridaredisricting.org/
http://www.facebook.com/dorothyhukill
http://nsbnews.net/
http://volusianews.net/
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Redistricting meetings for Panhandle | Rick's Blog
Post Published: 16 June 2011Author: Rick OutzenFound in section: State & National New sPrevious Topic: City of Pensacola: Small and Minority
contractor statsNext Topic: Hayw ard focuses on neighborhoods

Press Release: Florida Legislature to Hold First Round of Public Redistricting Meetings in Florida’s
Panhandle

The Florida House and Senate redistricting committees will hold their first round of joint public meetings in
Florida’s Panhandle. Meetings will take place in Tallahassee, Pensacola, Fort Walton Beach and Panama
City from Monday, June 20, to Wednesday, June 22.

These meetings will give the public an opportunity to start the conversation about redistricting and share
their ideas directly with Florida legislators. For more information on the Florida House of Representatives’
redistricting efforts, please visit FloridaRedistricting.org.

ALL INTERESTED MEDIA ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND:
What: Public Redistricting Meeting – Tallahassee
Date: Monday, June 20, 2011
Time: 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. EDT & 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. EDT
Location: 412 Knott Building
404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399

What: Public Redistricting Meeting – Pensacola
Date: Tuesday, June 21, 2011
Time: 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. CDT
Location: WSRE-TV – Amos Studio
1000 College Boulevard
Pensacola, FL 32504

What: Public Redistricting Meeting – Fort Walton Beach
Date: Tuesday, June 21, 2011
Time: 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. CDT
Location: Fort Walton Beach High School
400 Hollywood Boulevard
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548

What: Public Redistricting Meeting – Panama City
Date: Wednesday, June 22, 2011
Time: 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. CDT
Location: Gulf Coast Community College
Sarzin Lecture Hall
5230 West Highway 98
Panama City, FL 32401

Popularity: 1% [?]

http://ricksblog.biz/redistricting-meetings-for-panhandle/#utm_source=feed&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=feed?utm_source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=twitter
mailto:rick@inweekly.net
http://alexking.org/projects/wordpress/popularity-contest
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Mike Yost Attacks Corrine Brown ... and Mario Diaz-Balart?
Businessman Mike Yost was the Republican nominee to take on Democratic U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown -- one
of the most prominent Democrats in Florida -- in 2010, and he hopes to do so again in 2012. By joining
Republicans in continuing to oppose the constitutional amendments backed by FairDistricts Florida and
approved by voters at the ballot last year, Yost is trying to make political hay in showing his support of those
measures.

“Representative Mario Diaz-Balart (his fellow plaintiff is Corrine Brown) announced he has raised over
$27,000 to block Florida's constitutional amendments to give us fair and equitable districts for the 2012
election,” noted Yost in an e-mail sent out to supporters on Thursday morning. “They plan to fight to the
bitter end to keep their gerrymandered districts and deny you the opportunity to elect representatives of
your choice.

“When nearly 63 percent of the voters approved this legislation, they told Tallahassee that they wanted an
end to the gerrymandering of all congressional and state House districts,” continued Yost. “Sadly, we are
fighting members of our own party to make sure that races become competitive, and that just having the right
letter after your name means you get automatically elected. This 3rd Congressional District is no exception.
These representatives still want to choose their voters, and not let the voters choose their representatives!”

While Yost did not receive much in the way of support from the Republican establishment in 2010 -- though
Dick Morris did praise him and said he had a chance of winning (yet another Morris prediction gone sour, like
Sen. Rick Lazio and Condi versus Hillary in 2008) -- he certainly does not seem to be counting on it in 2012
as he attacks Diaz-Balart and Tallahassee Republicans.

http://www.sunshinestatenews.com/blog/mike-yost-attacks-corrine-brownand-mario-diaz-balart
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Input sought for Florida redistricting | florida, redistricting,
legislature
Mathew  Pellegrino

The 10-year wait is almost over.

Next Tuesday, the Florida Legislature is holding its Florida House and Senate redistricting meeting to
acquire public input at the WSRE-TV Amos Studio at the Pensacola State College campus in Pensacola from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Every ten years, the legislature looks at possible redistricting, or the redrawing of Florida’s political boundary
lines or electoral districts.  This is done every decade to reflect the change in population over specific areas
around Florida. 

Different legislatures from around the state of Florida will attend the meeting to answer questions and take in
suggestions that people may have as far as where political and district boundaries should be drawn.  

“We’ve been calling this a ‘listening tour’,” Florida House representative Lyndsey Cruley said.

That’s because attendees and speakers will have the opportunity to listen to opinions from people in the
community on what redistricting could do to hurt or help their community based on population standards and
census data, and where they believe the state should move certain boundary lines to.

Cruley noted that redistricting is important because it draws the basis for state representation in both
Tallahassee and Washington D.C.   This may also ultimately affect all local governments including the local
school board and city council.

Essentially, everyone in the state of Florida lives in a district whether it’s congressional or legislative.

The state is looking for input on where these districts should extend to or if they should be shrunk.

Following every census, the 435 seats in the United States House of Representatives are apportioned to
each state based on population spikes or declines. The larger the state, the more representatives that state
will have.

This ensures that each district and state has proper representation based on population.

If people are unable to attend, they can watch a live web cast of the meeting via the Florida Channel.

Cruley said the redistricting committee has set up a online application on their website called
MyDistrictBuilder that allows people to ultimately draw out where they think their district should be and will be
submitted to them for consideration in case they are unable to attend the meeting.

“We want people to come to give their input to these lawmakers,” Cruley said.

Additional redistricting terminology can be found on the Florida redistricting website at
Floridaredistricting.org.

http://www.srpressgazette.com/news/florida-13266-redistricting-legislature.html
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How to participate in Florida's redistricting process
One of the most crucial issues for the upcoming 2012 elections is
redistricting. The Florida Legislature has created an extremely detailed
website at FloridaRedistricting.org with all the information you could
possibly want regarding the redistricting process, related legal issues,
calendar of meetings and events, maps, and even all the software and
data you need to create your own district map.

The Florida Senate and House Apportionment Committees will begin
conducting public meetings around the state starting on Monday. You
can view the schedule here and sign up to attend the meeting in your
area.

This is a unique opportunity to directly participate in the politics and
history of our state. Because of population growth shown on the 2010 Census, Florida is gaining two new
Congressional seats, and population shifts around the state will further reshape our political borders. I
encourage you to check out the FloridaRedistricting.org website, review the materials, and attend a meeting
or submit your comments as instructed on the website.

For more information, check out the following links:

My District Builder on Facebook
@FLRedistricting on Twitter
MyDistrictBuilderFL on YouTube

http://www.sunshinestatesarah.com/2011/06/how-to-participate-in-floridas.html?utm_source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=twitter
http://mydistrictbuilder4therecord.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/cropped-mdb-blue-long-box1.jpg?w=170&h=150
http://www.floridaredistricting.org/
http://censusvalidator.blob.core.windows.net/mydistrictbuilderdata/Public Participation/Public_Meeting_Schedule.pdf
http://www.floridaredistricting.org/
http://www.facebook.com/MyDistrictBuilder
http://twitter.com/FLRedistricting
http://www.youtube.com/MyDistrictBuilderFL
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Florida starts lengthy, contested process to redraw state's
political maps

By Mary Ellen Klas, Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 
Posted: Jun 17, 2011 08:44 PM

TALLAHASSEE — Florida legislators begin three months of public hearings Monday to hear what voters
have to say about their once-a-decade task of realigning the state's political maps to reflect shifts in
population and growth.

Known as reapportionment of the population, and redistricting of legislative and congressional seats, it is an
exercise like no other in state government.

Redistricting is raw politics to the core — often fostering unusual alliances of ideologically opposite
legislators whose goal is to preserve their own political careers and broaden their party's power.

It will be driven by technology, with new software and databases that allow lawmakers to determine the voting
patterns of every block and enable public inspection of every map.

It will inevitably erupt into a legal battle, as new redistricting rules imposed by nearly 63 percent of voters in
the 2010 election attempt to ban the protection of incumbents and shield minority voting rights but leave
more potential trip wires than ever before.

And it will shape Florida history. While a fraction of voters may turn out for a general election and dictate
state politics for two to four years, redistricting forces politicians to hit the reset button and that can leave a
political imprint for decades.

"We are starting with a blank slate,'' House Redistricting Chairman Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, told
a Tallahassee radio station this month. "It is a pain. It's a lot of work but I think it's very important. What
you're really doing is making sure everyone's vote is valued."

The House and Senate redistricting committees will begin their so-call "listening tour" of 26 cities in
Tallahassee Monday with some basic facts:

• Florida grew from 15.98 million in 2000 to 18.8 million in 2010, enough to reward the state with two new
congressional districts — a total of 27.

• The rebalancing of population will mean that the "ideal" sized congressional district will grow from 639,000
people to 696,000. The 40 districts in the state Senate will grow in population from 399,000 to 470,000, and
the 120 state House seats will expand from 133,000 to 157,000.

Lawmakers want people to bring their ideas and concerns to the public hearings, which will continue through
the Panhandle this week, go to the Northeast Coast and Central Florida in July, hit South Florida in mid
August and finish up in Tampa, St. Petersburg and Southwest Florida in late August.

The most obvious changes will come in the districts that have seen the most growth in the past decade, or
whose stagnant growth makes them smaller than the new ideal district. That includes the super-crowded
district of freshman Congressmen Richard Nugent, R-Brooksville, which is 33.5 percent overpopulated. The
district of U.S. Rep. Connie Mack, R-Cape Coral, is 23 percent overcapacity and U.S. Rep. Dennis Ross, R-
Lakeland, has seen his district grow 21 percent.

In the state Senate, the districts of Republican Sens. Alan Hays of Umatilla, Ronda Storms of Valrico and
Paula Dockery of Lakeland also will have to shrink. Rep. Stephen Precourt, an Orlando Republican, has the
dubious distinction of having the most bloated district in state government, having grown 61 percent over
capacity in the last decade.

Weatherford, the House's designated speaker in 2012, has a district that must lose 55 percent of its
population. Down state, freshman Rep. Greg Steube, R-Sarasota, has to lose 54 percent of his district.

http://www.tampabay.com/news/politics/elections/florida-starts-lengthy-contested-process-to-redraw-states-political-maps/1176022
http://www.tampabay.com/writers/mary-ellen-klas


Several legislative districts, however, won't contract, but will have to expand — potentially pitting incumbents
against each other. The districts that are now smaller than the ideal size are those of Republican Sen.
Dennis Jones of Seminole and Reps. Larry Ahern of St. Petersburg, Ed Hooper of Clearwater, Jeff Brandes
of St. Petersburg and Erik Fresen of Miami. Democratic Reps. Rick Kriseman of St. Petersburg, Daryl
Rouson of St. Petersburg and Daphne Campbell of Miami Shores also must cover more geography to reach
the district population goal.

Unlike the redistricting efforts in 1992 and 2002, which allowed for the quiet protection of incumbents as long
as minority representation was given priority, the new Amendments 5 and 6 explicitly say that congressional
or legislative districts "may not be drawn to favor or disfavor an incumbent or political party."

Even stronger are the amendments' requirement that districts "shall not be drawn to deny racial or language
minorities the equal opportunity to participate in the political process and elect representatives of their
choice" — a provision that Republican leaders say is a stronger protection than existing law. And, finally, the
constitutional mandate imposes what is considered a second tier priority — that districts must be contiguous,
compact, "as equal in population as feasible, and where feasible must make use of existing city, county and
geographical boundaries."

That is a heavy lift for a Legislature that two decades ago created Florida's Third Congressional District, an
ink-splat-shaped splotch that strings together a majority of African-American and Democratic voters across
nine counties and 140 miles from Jacksonville to Orlando.

The district is held by Democrat U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown and it helped her become and remain one of three
African Americans elected to Congress from Florida in 1992 — the first time since Reconstruction.

In 1992, Brown was a state representative and part of a coalition of black lawmakers who joined with
Republicans — then the minority party — to concentrate black voters into a district comprising a majority of
African American voters. It's a process called "bleaching," which former Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day
O'Connor once called "legislative apartheid."

By removing reliably Democratic black voters from surrounding districts, the realignment helped Florida
Republicans win control of the Legislature and eventually the congressional delegation.

As a testament to the lasting power of redistricting, Brown's district remained intact through the redistricting
process of 2002 and is now regarded as one of the most severely gerrymandered districts in the nation.

A 2002 legal challenge to the Legislature's redistricting maps argued that the districts weren't compact or
community based. The Florida Supreme Court rejected that challenge, however, saying that compactness
and community-based boundaries were not constitutionally required. The website Redistricting the Nation,
run by the software firm Azavea, has studied Florida's congressional districts and ranks them among the
least compact in the nation.

The state's new redistricting standards aim to change that. Meanwhile, a 2009 U.S. Supreme Court ruling in
a North Carolina case found that the only election districts entitled to the minority voting rights protections of
the federal Civil Rights Act are those districts in which minorities make up at least 50 percent of the voting
age population.

The redistricting rules and the federal court decisions now raise the question of whether Brown's district —
and many others like it in Florida that were designed to produce a political outcome — will withstand this
year's redistricting effort.

"That's the million-dollar question,'' said Susan MacManus a University of South Florida political science
professor and redistricting expert. "I liken it to a kaleidoscope. You turn it one way and everything else
changes. People are going to see the plans and judge them differently. It's a formula for uncertainty."

The day after voters approved the redistricting Amendments 5 and 6, Brown sued, along with U.S. Rep.
Mario Diaz Balart, a Miami Republican who as a legislator in 2002 helped draw himself a successful
congressional seat. They argued that the amendments will reverse their hard-fought attempts to gain black
and Hispanic representative in Congress. They fear that their districts, now packed with minority voters, will
be diluted and make it potentially more difficult for minorities to stay in office.

The Florida House joined the lawsuit, led by House Speaker Dean Cannon. Senate President Mike
Haridopolos, who campaigned against the amendments and warned they were unworkable, refrained from
jumping into the fray, saying the voters had spoken.



Legislators now must not only navigate the requirement to protect minorities and create compact, contiguous
districts without favoring incumbents, they must do it with a more racially diverse and densely populated state
than ever before.

According to the 2010 census, minorities now make up 42.1 percent of Florida's population with 18.8 percent
of the state's residents born in another country. Hispanics are the largest minority group in Florida — 22.2
percent — while blacks make up the next largest minority.

Fair Districts Now, the bipartisan coalition that campaigned for the amendment, received backing from many
groups aligned with Democrats but was also led by Republicans lawyers from previous redistricting battles.
Their supporters say they believe that protecting minority voting rights is compatible with the amendment
goals of trying to remove the influence of politics in the redistricting, restore competition to congressional
and legislative districts and to increase the chances that incumbents will be held accountable.

If legislators adhere to the standards, they say, the districts that emerge this year should more evenly reflect
the split between Republicans, Democrats and independent voters in Florida and be more competitive for all
politicians.

Republicans now make up 35 percent of the state's registered voters, while Democrats have 41 percent of
the electorate and voters with no party affiliation make up 24 percent.

Political representation in the state Legislature and Congress, however, is less reflective of those numbers.
Of the state's 25-member congressional delegation, 19 of them are Republican. There are 81 Republicans
in the state House and 39 Democrats, while there are 28 Republicans in the Senate to the Democrats' 12.
There are no legislators elected with no party affiliation.

No matter the outcome, the new standards will give license to "more people who believe they have standing
to file lawsuits,'' predicted Sen. Don Gaetz, chairman of the Senate Redistricting Committee and a
Republican from Niceville.

As a result, both the House and Senate have ordered their members not to speak up or ask questions
during the hearings so as to avoid making any statement that could draw a legal challenge as to a legislative
intent. Legislative staff also has been ordered never to draw a map that includes any notation of a
legislator's home.

In anticipation of the legal fight, lawmakers have squirreled away at least $19 million for a legal defense fund.
Gaetz said legislators spent nearly $10 million in 2002 defending their redistricting maps and this year, the
Senate gave itself a $9 million budget to finance its redistricting defense. The House, meanwhile, has set
aside $8.5 million and has another $23 million at its disposal in untapped reserves.

Weatherford, however, said he remains hopeful that lawmakers can reach an agreement on time and avoid
litigation." I don't think it's rocket science,'' he said. "There's a way to do this and a way to do it right."

Mary Ellen Klas can be reached at meklas@MiamiHerald.com.

Your redistricting source

For all the news and information about redistricting in Florida go to tampabay.com/redistricting

Redistricting by the numbers

18,801,310 people who reside in Florida

2,818,932 more people reside in Florida than did 10 years ago (2000 Census to the 2010 Census)

99,463 Floridians live overseas

411 municipalities in Florida

120 state House districts in Florida

67 counties in Florida

60 days in Florida's 2012 legislative session, Jan. 10 to March 9, 2012



40 state Senate districts in Florida

27 U.S. congressional districts in Florida after the 2012 redistricting (was 25 after 2002)

2 additional seats in the U.S. Congress for Florida based on the 2010 Census

10 years between each redistricting of Florida's political boundary lines

4th Florida's rank among the 50 states for resident population

Note: Population numbers are based on 2010 Census.

After the 2000 Census, the ideal populations for each district in Florida were:

•Congressional: 639,295

•State Senate: 399,559

•State House: 133,186

After the 2010 Census, the ideal populations for each district in Florida will be:

•Congressional: 696,345 (+57,050)

•State Senate: 470,033 (+70,474)

•State House: 156,678 (23,492)

Source: Florida House Redistricting Committee

The process

Florida's Constitution requires the Legislature to convene in the "second year following the decennial
census" to reapportion the state in the Senate and House districts and congressional districts. Here is a
tentative timeline for completion:

Legislative maps

• Jan. 10: The Florida Legislature convenes its 60-day session.

• March 9: The 60th day of the legislative session and the last day to adopt a joint resolution to reapportion
the state Senate and House districts.

• March: The attorney general has 15 days after passage of the legislative maps to petition the Florida
Supreme Court to determine their validity.

• April: Thirty days after the Florida Supreme Court receives the attorney general's petition on the legislative
maps, it must approve or reject them.

• April: If the Florida Supreme Court rejects the legislative plans, the governor has five days to reconvene
the Legislature in a 15-day extraordinary apportionment session.

• If the court rejects the plans, and the Legislature approves a second set of maps after a special session,
the court has another 30 days to approve or reject them.

• If the Florida Supreme Court approves the legislative plans, the U.S. Justice Department has 60 days to
pre-clear them for adherence to the 1965 Voting Rights Act. If the state court has completed review of a
second legislative map, the U.S. Justice Department has 60 days to pre-clear the plans.

Congressional maps

• Jan. 10: The Florida Legislature convenes its 60-day session.

• March 9: The 60th day of the legislative session and the last day to enact a bill to establish 27
congressional districts.

• March: Seven days after the congressional act is presented to the governor, he must approve or reject it or



the congressional plan becomes law. If he receives it after March 2, the governor has 15 days to act.

• March: After the governor approves the congressional map, the U.S. Justice Department has 60 days to
review and pre-clear it for its adherence to the 1965 Voting Rights Act.

2012 election schedule

• June 4-8: Qualifying for state and federal office occurs, whether or not the legislative and congressional
maps are finalized.

• June 29: Overseas ballots mailed for primary election.

• Aug. 14: Primary election

• Sept. 21: Overseas ballots mailed for general election.

• Nov. 6: General election.

Source: Florida Constitution, Florida House and Senate Redistricting committees

Redistricting public hearings

Tuesday, July 26: Wiregrass Ranch High School Gym, Wesley Chapel, 6-9 p.m.

Monday, Aug. 29: Hillsborough County Commission, Tampa, 4-8 p.m.

Tuesday, Aug. 30: EpiCenter at St. Pete College, Largo, 8-11 a.m. and then New College, Sarasota, 6-9
p.m.
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Republicans come under fire for redistricting
Senate President Mike Haridopolis speaks on the Senate floor. Photo Credit: Ana Goni-Lessan

Supporters of the Fair Districts amendments went on the offensive on Tuesday, blasting the GOP-
controlled Legislature over how it is moving on the once-a-decade job of drawing new districts for
Congress and the Legislature.

They are concerned that lawmakers have yet to unveil
any proposed maps so far and that the timeline used by
lawmakers is too slow-moving. They also took shots at
the upcoming 26 public hearings since legislators have
been instructed to listen -- and to not ask questions or
interact with anyone who shows up to testify. They
questioned why there is a "gag order" on legislators.

Deidre Macnab, president of the Florida League of
Women Voters, called the hearings that start next week
a “charade,” saying the public has nothing to comment on
since legislators have yet to suggest how they intend to
draw new lines.

Jorge Mursuli, president of Democracia Inc., called the moves so far of legislators “third grade stuff” and
said asking the public to comment without some initial maps is liking “explaining a math problem without a
chalkboard.”

The ongoing back and forth is just a reminder that the redistricting process is likely to be extremely
contentious and will ultimately wind up in court.

Amendments 5 and 6, also known as Fair Districts, were passed in November of 2010 in an attempt to draw
compact districts that do not favor a specific incumbent or party. Republican-led legislative leaders opposed
the amendments, saying they were unworkable. The House is part of an ongoing lawsuit to try to block
Amendment 6, which deals with Congressional redistricting. The House contends that voters cannot impose
standards on a job that is mandated to the states by the U.S. Constitution.

Lawmakers will not unveil any maps until next year's session that starts in January. They are holding
hearings across the state over the summer to take testimony from the public.

Republicans defended the timeline of the process, saying that the state constitution mandates that the new
maps be drawn in the 2012 session.

Senate President Mike Haridopolos in a statement also took a shot at Fair Districts supporters because
they have refused to submit their own maps based on the new standards. He had asked them to turn in their
own maps at contentious hearings more than a year ago.

“Since the Fair Districts Now group is so concerned about redistricting, I once again invite them to submit
their own maps so everybody can see their concept of a fair district," Haridopolos said. “If the past is any
indication though, they’ll come up with an excuse not to participate in this important process.”

When asked about it on Tuesday, Macnab said her group had no plans to submit its own maps. She said
lawmakers were the ones getting paid to do it.

“I don’t see any reasons we should ask our members to draw the maps,” Macnab said. “I see that as an
abrogation of their duties.”

Sen. Don Gaetz, the chairman of the Senate panel on redistricting, insisted that the decision to keep
lawmakers from talking or interacting with citizens was due to “respect for the public.” He said the hearings
are only scheduled for a set amount of time at each location.

“We’re there to listen, we’re not there to make speeches,’’ Gaetz said. “We’re not there to argue with people
and tell them their positions are wrong, or question anyone’s motives or approach.”

http://www.thefloridacurrent.com/article.cfm?id=23379601#.Tfv7MUyE30A;twitter
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Redrawing the political map - Political Currents
By Mary Ellen Klas

TALLAHASSEE -- Florida legislators begin three months of public hearings Monday to hear what voters have
to say about their once-a-decade task of realigning the state’s political maps to reflect shifts in population
and growth.

Known as reapportionment of the population, and redistricting of legislative and congressional seats, it is an
exercise like no other in state government.

Redistricting is raw politics to the core — often fostering unusual alliances of ideologically opposite
legislators whose goal is to preserve their own political careers and broaden their party’s power.

It will be driven by technology, with new software and databases that allow lawmakers to determine the voting
patterns of every block and enable public inspection of every map.

It will inevitably erupt into a legal battle, as new redistricting rules imposed by nearly 63 percent of voters in
the 2010 election attempt to ban the protection of incumbents and shield minority voting rights but leave
more potential trip wires than ever before.

And it will shape Florida history. While a fraction of voters may turn out for a general election and dictate
state politics for two to four years, redistricting forces politicians to hit the reset button and that can leave a
political imprint for decades.

“We are starting with a blank slate,’’ House Redistricting Chairman Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, told
a Tallahassee radio station this month. “It is a pain. It’s a lot of work but I think it’s very important. What
you’re really doing is making sure everyone’s vote is valued.”

The House and Senate redistricting committees will begin their so-call “listening tour” of 26 cities in
Tallahassee Monday with some basic facts:

•  Florida grew from 15.98 million in 2000 to 18.8 million in 2010, enough to reward the state with two new
congressional districts — a total of 27.

•  The rebalancing of population will mean that the “ideal” sized congressional district will grow from 639,000
people to 696,000. The 40 districts in the state Senate will grow in population from 399,000 to 470,000, and
the 120 state House seats will expand from 133,000 to 157,000.

Lawmakers want people to bring their ideas and concerns to the public hearings, which will continue through
the Panhandle this week, go to the Northeast Coast and Central Florida in July, hit South Florida in mid
August and finish up in Tampa, St. Petersburg and Southwest Florida in late August.

The most obvious changes will come in the districts that have seen the most growth in the past decade, or
whose stagnant growth makes them smaller than the new ideal district. That includes the super-crowded
district of freshman Congressmen Richard Nugent, R-Brooksville, which is 33.5 percent overpopulated. The
district of U.S. Rep. Connie Mack, R-Cape Coral, is 23 percent over capacity and U.S. Rep. Dennis Ross, R-
Lakeland, has seen his district grow 21 percent.

In the state Senate, the districts of Republican Sens. Alan Hays of Umatilla, Ronda Storms of Valrico and
Paula Dockery of Lakeland also will have to shrink. Rep. Stephen Precourt, an Orlando Republican, has the
dubious distinction of having the most bloated district in state government, having grown 61 percent
overcapacity in the last decade.

Weatherford, the House’s designated speaker in 2012, has a district that must lose 55 percent of its
population. Downstate, freshman Rep. Greg Steube, R-Sarasota, has to lose 54 percent of his district.

Several legislative seats, however, won’t contract, but will have to expand — potentially pitting incumbents
against each other. The districts that are now smaller than the ideal size are those of Republican Sen.
Dennis Jones of Seminole and GOP Reps. Larry Ahern of St. Petersburg, Ed Hooper of Clearwater, Jeff
Brandes of St. Petersburg and Erik Fresen of Miami. Democratic Reps. Rick Kriseman of St. Petersburg,
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Daryl Rouson of St. Petersburg and Daphne Campbell of Miami Shores also must cover more geography to
reach the district population goal.

Unlike the redistricting efforts in 1992 and 2002, which allowed for the quiet protection of incumbents as long
as minority representation was given priority, the new Constitutional Amendments 5 and 6 explicitly say that
congressional or legislative districts “may not be drawn to favor or disfavor an incumbent or political party.”

Even stronger are the amendments’ requirement that districts “shall not be drawn to deny racial or language
minorities the equal opportunity to participate in the political process and elect representatives of their
choice” — a provision that Republican leaders say is a stronger protection than existing law. And, finally, the
constitutional mandate imposes what is considered a second tier priority — that districts must be contiguous,
compact, “as equal in population as feasible, and where feasible must make use of existing city, county and
geographical boundaries.”

That is a heavy lift for a legislature that two decades ago created Florida’s Third Congressional District, an
ink-splat-shaped splotch that strings together a majority of African-American and Democratic voters across
nine counties and 140 miles from Jacksonville to Orlando.

The district is held by Democrat U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown and it helped her become and remain one of three
African Americans elected to Congress from Florida in 1992 — the first time since Reconstruction.

In 1992, Brown was a state representative and part of a coalition of black lawmakers who joined with
Republicans — then the minority party — to concentrate black voters into a district comprising a majority of
African American voters. It’s a process called “bleaching,” which former Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day
O’Connor once called “legislative apartheid.”

By removing reliably Democratic black voters from surrounding districts, the realignment helped Florida
Republicans win control of the state legislature and eventually the congressional delegation.

As a testament to the lasting power of redistricting, Brown’s district remained intact through the redistricting
process of 2002 and is now regarded as one of the most severely gerrymandered districts in the nation.

A 2002 legal challenge to the Legislature’s redistricting maps argued that the districts weren’t compact or
community based. The Florida Supreme Court rejected that challenge, however, saying that compactness
and community-based boundaries were not constitutionally required. The website Redistricting the Nation,
run by the software firm Azavea, has studied Florida’s congressional districts and ranks them among the
least compact in the nation.

The state’s new redistricting standards aim to change that. Meanwhile, a 2009 U.S. Supreme Court ruling in
a North Carolina case found that the only election districts entitled to the minority voting rights protections of
the federal Civil Rights Act are those districts in which minorities make up at least 50 percent of the voting
age population.

The redistricting rules and the federal court decisions now raise the question of whether Brown’s district —
and many others like it in Florida that were designed to produce a political outcome — will withstand this
year’s redistricting effort.

“That’s the million-dollar question,’’ said Susan MacManus a University of South Florida political science
professor and redistricting expert. “I liken it to a kaleidoscope. You turn it one way and everything else
changes. People are going to see the plans and judge them differently. It’s a formula for uncertainty.”

The day after voters approved redistricting Amendments 5 and 6, Brown sued, along with U.S. Rep. Mario
Diaz Balart, a Miami Republican who as a legislator in 2002 helped draw himself a successful congressional
seat. They argued that the amendments will reverse their hard-fought attempts to gain black and Hispanic
representative in Congress. They fear that their districts, now packed with minority voters, will be diluted and
make it potentially more difficult for minorities to stay in office.

The Florida House joined the lawsuit, led by House Speaker Dean Cannon. Senate President Mike
Haridopolos, who campaigned against the amendments and warned they were unworkable, refrained from
jumping into the fray, saying the voters had spoken.

Legislators now must not only navigate the requirement to protect minorities and create compact, contiguous
districts without favoring incumbents, they must do it with a more racially diverse and densely populated state
than ever before.



According to the 2010 census, minorities now make up 42.1 percent of Florida’s population with 18.8 percent
of the state’s residents born in another country. Hispanics are the largest minority group in Florida — 22.2
percent — while blacks make up the next largest minority.

Fair Districts Now, the bipartisan coalition that campaigned for the amendment, received backing from many
groups aligned with Democrats but was also led by Republicans lawyers from previous redistricting battles.
Their supporters say they believe that protecting minority voting rights is compatible with the amendment
goals of trying to remove the influence of politics in the redistricting, restore competition to congressional
and legislative districts and to increase the chances that incumbents will be held accountable.

If legislators adhere to the standards, they say, the districts that emerge this year should more evenly reflect
the split between Republicans, Democrats and independent voters in Florida and be more competitive for all
politicians..

Republicans now make up 35 percent of the state’s registered voters, while Democrats have 41 percent of
the electorate and voters with no party affiliation make up 24 percent.

Political representation in the state Legislature and Congress, however, is less reflective of those numbers.
Of the state’s 25-member congressional delegation, 19 of them are Republican. There are 81 Republicans
in the state House and 39 Democrats, while there are 28 Republicans in the Senate to the Democrat’s 12.
There are no legislators elected with no party affiliation.

No matter the outcome, the new standards will give license to “more people who believe they have standing
to file lawsuits,’’ predicted Sen. Don Gaetz, chairman of the Senate Redistricting Committee and a
Republican from Niceville.

As a result, both the House and Senate have ordered their members not to speak up or ask questions
during the hearings so as to avoid making any statement that could draw a legal challenge as to a legislative
intent. Legislative staff also has been ordered never to draw a map that includes any notation of a
legislator’s home.

In anticipation of the legal fight, lawmakers have squirreled away at least $19 million for a legal defense fund.
Gaetz said legislators spent nearly $10 million in 2002 defending their redistricting maps and this year the
Senate gave itself a $9 million budget to finance its redistricting defense. The House, meanwhile, has set
aside $8.5 million and has another $23 million at its disposal in untapped reserves.

Weatherford, however, said he remains hopeful that lawmakers can reach an agreement on time and avoid
litigation.” I don’t think it’s rocket science,’’ he said. “There’s a way to do this and a way to do it right.”

Mary Ellen Klas can be reached at meklas@MiamiHerald.com.
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Brave new world of do-it-yourself mapping - Political
Currents
By Mary Ellen Klas

As Florida Legislators carve up the state’s political boundaries, they are armed with a data mine that
includes the voting patterns of every household in Florida, the demographics of every city, county and
census block and powerful computer programs. And they are handing over the same information and
software to the public.

It is a technological leap into transparency that many national observers say is more ambitious than most
states.

The Florida House has launched the website, FloridaRedistricting.org, a Microsoft product that contains
information on the public hearings, the timeline, charts with census data and reams of legal resources.
Attached to it is the House’s MyDistrictBuilder.org, that allows users to program their own maps using the
same tools legislators use. House staff has also produced a how-to video at:
http://www.youtube.com/MyDistrictBuilderFL.

The Senate has its own website and district builder, using open source software on an Amazon cloud server.
They ask users to request their own account at: http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Redistricting/.

These are the latest tools in the growing science of redistricting that, critics say, has made it easier for
politicians to pick their voters instead of voters picking them.

Florida legislators say they have no option but to make sure the public is engaged. Because of the
redistricting amendments that impose strict new guidelines forbidding incumbent protection and political
gerrymandering, they have to engage the public more than ever. The last thing legislators want is to have
someone prove their intent was the carve a district to favor an incumbent or string together a series of
districts to benefit a political party.

“Florida has been out front in political participation for redistricting for a long time,’’ said John Guthrie, staff
director of the Senate Redistricting Committee and a 30-year veteran of redistricting efforts in Florida. “This
time it really becomes a mandate. We have to build the record of intent and rely on that record to support
the boundaries.”

Rep. Will Weatherford, the House Redistricting chairman, said that the goal was to make Florida’s system
“the most transparent process we can make and to do that we decided to develop a 21st Century software
program.”

It is an evolution that began in 1982 with the use of mainframe computers to draw the first automated political
maps. By 1992, legislators sealed off one floor of the Capitol building, lined the room with personal
computers, provided secure access to a select few and used a room-sized copier to reproduce colorful
computer-generated maps.

In 2002, legislators had computers and software that was exponentially more powerful. Lawmakers trained
staff to learn how to manipulate district lines and overlay voting trends and growth patterns to produce the
most powerful projections ever for how a district would perform politically. But even then, the Internet was still
relatively new, there were no Google Maps or server clouds and the public had to download software
programs and access to enough computer power to play with the political maps like politicians.

This time, legislative leaders say, all the census and voting data, as well as redistricting tools, will be as
accessible online to the public as it is to lawmakers. The question is: will people use it?

The hope is that the ease of the system will encourage interest groups and individual to draw either
complete or even partial Congressional and state legislative maps, said J. Alex Kelly, staff director of the
Florida House Redistricting Committee. “In 2009, we began assuming that Amendments 5 and 6 were going
to pass and the goal was to have as open a process as possible,’’ he said.

Although there are technical differences between the programs, they both include tutorials on how to build
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districts and, when they are done, both sites will post the shared maps for all to see.

Staff writer Mary Ellen Klas can be reached at meklas@MiamiHerald.com.
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Redistricting hearings: When and where?
June 19, 2011

Here's a schedule of redistricting hearings set for Central and South Florida:

Tuesday, July 12

News-Journal Center at Daytona State College, Daytona Beach

6-9 p.m.

Wednesday, July 13

Colony Cottage Recreation Center, The Villages

8.a.m.-noon

Wednesday, July 27

Bob Carr Performing Arts Centre, Orlando

2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m.

Thursday, July 28

Brevard County Government Center at Viera

10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Monday, Aug. 15

Blake Library, Stuart

6-9 p.m.

Tuesday, Aug. 16

Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton

10 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Tuesday, Aug. 16

Broward College, Davie

6-9 p.m.
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Florida redistricting: Florida legislators prepare for
redistricting battles
By Aaron Deslatte, Tallahassee Bureau Chief June 19, 2011

TALLAHASSEE — With a new constitutional mandate to draw fairer legislative and congressional districts,
Florida lawmakers this week are launching a 26-stop road show to begin the once-a-decade chore of
rejiggering the state's political lines.

Florida's redistricting battle is already littered with litigation. And before it culminates with new maps in March,
lawmakers on both sides are poised for a charged battle over racial and ethnic divides, not to mention
partisan control of the Florida Legislature and Congress.

In the past decade, Florida's population swelled to 18.8 million, up by 17.6 percent or nearly 3 million. These
additional people must be evenly apportioned among 120 state House and 40 Senate districts — and two
new congressional districts that will be added to the current 25 — to ensure the 14th Amendment protection
of "one person, one vote."

Hispanics have grown to 22.5 percent of the population — surpassing blacks as the state's largest minority
group. At the same time, many districts previously engineered to elect minorities have become too small, in
part because South Florida counties haven't grown as rapidly as those in Central and Southwest Florida.

Of the five congressional districts that have grown the least since 2000, three elect the state's only black
members of Congress. Two of the five slowest-growing state Senate districts are majority African-American.
And out of the 30 slowest-growing House districts, one-third are so-called "minority-majority" seats.

Meanwhile, explosive Hispanic growth in Central Florida — which has only one elected Hispanic legislator —
will intensify pressure to draw districts more hospitable to Hispanic candidates.

And finally, lawmakers must comply with the federal Voting Rights Act, which in practice prohibits Florida from
redrawing the maps in a manner that limits minority groups from electing politicians of their choice.

But unlike previous rounds of redistricting, voters have mandated that lawmakers take politics and self-
interest out of the equation.

Last year, Florida voters adopted the "Fair Districts" constitutional amendments requiring that congressional
and legislative districts be drawn more compactly, following existing city and county boundaries where
feasible — and without the intent to help incumbents or political parties.

Supporters said the aim was clear: stop the decades-old practice of gerrymandering political boundaries to
prop up the party in power.

They argue Florida politicians have shoehorned minorities — who tend to vote Democratic — into a handful
of urban districts so that surrounding suburban districts are overwhelmingly white — and Republican. Exhibit
A: Democrat U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown's nine-county district, which encompasses pockets of black voters in
Jacksonville, Gainesville, Sanford and Orlando.

But the mechanics of enforcing Fair Districts are problematic.

Republican legislative leaders maintain the amendments impose contradictory and mutually exclusive
requirements.

How can new maps be drawn, they argue, without helping or hurting an incumbent or party, when any
changes shifting district lines will do just that?

"Aside from whether you agree with the alleged policy goals, the standards are in inherent conflict," said
Republican consultant Rich Heffley, who has worked on Florida redistricting efforts for the past two decades.
"They are not clear; they are not defined."

But the stakes are.
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The Democratic Party, relegated to a back-bench distraction in Tallahassee, threw its full-throated support
behind Fair Districts last year in hopes of winning a chance to draw more-competitive seats. Republicans
outnumber Democrats 81 to 39 in the Florida House and 28 to 12 in the Senate, even though registered
Democrats outnumber GOP voters. Democrats failed to even field candidates in dozens of legislative races
last year.

In addition, Florida will pick up two new congressional seats in 2012 — Republicans now control the
delegation, 19 to 6 — and with the U.S. House narrowly divided, pressure will come from the national political
parties to draw partisan-tilted districts.

Florida House and Senate leaders have already instructed their members to zip their lips during public
hearings this summer. House Redistricting Committee Chairman Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, told
lawmakers last month not to ask questions about their own districts during their statewide round of public
hearings for fear of creating fodder for lawsuits.

"We will not be using politics or political agendas to draw maps in the state of Florida," Weatherford said.
"What I'm trying to explain to our members is, this should not be a place for political gain or political
aspirations."

House Minority Leader Ron Saunders, D-Key West, went a step further, directing his caucus not to use
public computers to draw maps with the Legislature's redistricting software.

"There will be lawsuits," he warned.

This mandate to keep quiet — plus lawmakers' decision not to release even tentative new maps until early
next year — prompted backers of Fair Districts to denounce the upcoming hearings as a "charade." In a
letter to legislative leaders, leaders of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People,
League of Women Voters and Democracia complained: "An order to remain silent creates the impression
that there is something to hide. We urge you to reconsider this gag order and encourage a productive give-
and-take at each of the hearings."

Meanwhile, Republican leaders think they've already gotten tacit permission from the U.S. Department of
Justice to draw minority districts much as they have in the past.

In a March 29 letter to the Justice Department requesting "pre-clearance" of the amendments, they argued
that lawmakers should be allowed to "downplay geometric compactness and breach political and
geographical boundaries to create districts in which minority-preferred candidates had an opportunity to be
elected."

The Justice Department's May 31 response said succinctly that Justice "does not interpose any objection to
the specified changes." Republicans took that as tacit acceptance of their argument.

"The approval of the pre-clearance application shows that they do believe that to protect minority districts it
is important from a legal standpoint that we continue to follow those guidelines," Weatherford said.

But critics argue that would sanction a business-as-usual approach to drawing every district. Once central
cities and urban cores are carved up to create minority districts, the surrounding suburbs will inevitably fall
into the same jigsaw-puzzle mold.

Democrats say they plan to fight any attempt to use minority access as a ruse to maintain large GOP
majorities in the new maps.

"If that's the game they're going to play, then I look forward to the outcome of that game," said Rep. Perry
Thurston, a Plantation lawyer and redistricting point man for his caucus.

But even before lawmakers draw their first maps, a federal judge in Miami will have to rule in a challenge to
the amendments filed by Brown and fellow U.S. Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Miami. Their suit, joined by House
Speaker Dean Cannon, R-Winter Park, argues that the reforms will dilute minority-voting strength.

No one thinks that will be the last lawsuit; indeed, lawmakers have set aside $30 million to be used in part to
defend the new maps in court.

"It all works up until the point where there's a map," said Democratic strategist Steve Schale. "Once there's a
map, personal interests come into play."

adeslatte@tribune.com or 850-222-5564. Follow him on Twitter @adeslatte.
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Okaloosa County redistricting meeting set for Tuesday |
redistricting, meeting, tuesday
Tom McLaughlin

Tuesday is redistricting day in Okaloosa County.

Members of the state House and Senate redistricting committees will gather at Fort Walton Beach High
School from 6 to 9 p.m. for a first round of public hearings on the issue.

The meeting is all about getting residents’ input as the important business of drawing political boundaries
begins, said state Sen. Don Gaetz, who chairs the Senate’s Redistricting Committee.

“We’re not going to say boo,” Gaetz said. “My plan is to give a brief announcement discussing the laws and
regulations governing redistricting and its process and a time table.

“Then we’ll zip our lips.”

Earlier Tuesday, panelists not associated with the redistricting process will meet from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
at The Fort Walton Beach Golf Club to offer their views. The seminar is titled “Redistricting: What it means
for Okaloosa County.”

Former Supervisor of Elections Pat Hollarn will be one of the speakers. She said she plans to warn
attendees to be on the alert as the redistricting process begins.

“This whole public hearing thing is theater,” Hollarn said. “Our best bet is public vigilance from now until the
end of next session.”

Redistricting takes place every decade in Florida, traditionally two years after the national census is
completed.

The redistricting committees are charged with drawing new lines for the state’s House and Senate and the
Florida delegation to the U.S. House. The lines are drawn to ensure that all the governmental districts hold
close to the same population.

Nearly as traditional as the redistricting process is the politics that comes with it. The political party in power
typically finds a way to squeeze more likely voters into areas where they’ll do that party the most good.

But Florida lawmakers find themselves restricted this time around by two recently passed amendments to
state’s constitution.

Amendments 5 and 6, passed by voters in 2010, will force redistricting committees to draw maps that favor
no party or incumbent, that are compact and that adhere to existing political or geographical boundaries.

Gaetz said public input is key to the redistricting, and though he and other committee members believe many
people with political agendas will show up at the public hearings, the hope is to hear from everyday residents
as well.

“We hope by holding 26 hearings across the state, interest will go beyond the usual suspects and we’ll hear
from individual Floridians who live in these districts and these communities,” he said.

Gaetz speaks glowingly of the transparency of the process this term. He said Florida will be the first state to
allow its residents to participate via the Internet in drawing district maps.

Hollarn said the prospect of “true and meaningful public input” is low.

She plans to outline the last 40 years of redistricting history, discuss how abjectly political redistricting has
become and to let seminar attendees know how many election laws now on the books were passed with
manipulating the redistricting process in mind.

http://www.thedestinlog.com/news/redistricting-41142-nwfdn-meeting-tuesday.html
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Law Student Has Ideas For Florida Districts
THE CAPITAL, TALLAHASSEE, June 15, 2011..........In the run-up to last year’s vote on the “Fair Districts”
amendments -- aimed at limiting gerrymandering in the once-a-decade redistricting process -- and even after
the election, lawmakers have complained that the standards will make the process infinitely more
complicated and chaotic.

Even as the last legislative session approached its ending, Senate President Mike Haridopolos cited the
likely escalation of legal fees to defend the maps as a reason for a boost in the size of the Senate’s budget.

“Reapportionment costs a lot of money,” said Haridopolos, R-Merritt
Island, “and it'll cost even more with Amendments 5 and 6.”

But even without millions of dollars at his disposal, a 24-year-old
Columbia University law school student from a Jacksonville suburb has
crafted a congressional plan he says would likely withstand legal
scrutiny -- if lawmakers care to adopt it.

Nicholas Ortiz drew the plan as part of a class at Columbia that allowed
students to use redistricting software to craft maps for several states.
Ortiz chose his home state of Florida and proceeded to carve the state
into 27 districts that he says would honor the Fair Districts standards
and federal law.

Ortiz’s plan remains the only statewide proposal submitted by a member
of the public to the Legislature’s redistricting committees, which begin
public hearings on the redrawing of the state’s political boundaries
Monday in Tallahassee.

For example, the map makes districts spanning across the northern part
of the state more compact. It narrows the district of U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown, a Democrat whose
Jacksonville-area seat represents an area spanning from her home city to Orlando. Brown has bitterly
opposed the Fair Districts amendments -- over the objections of normal allies like the NAACP -- on the
grounds that they might dilute some minority districts.

It would combine a large part of the Everglades and the Florida Keys into one district meant to combine the
state’s “arguably two most marvelous environmental features,” in the words of a memo he wrote defending
the plan, into the same seat.

In an email interview, Ortiz said he wasn’t certain how the new districts might affect the partisan make-up of
Florida’s Congressional districts, though he suspected it might make far more seats marginal as opposed to
increasing or decreasing one party’s share of the delegation.

His map, for example, would move the largely black tip of the St. Petersburg peninsula out of the seat current
held by Rep. Kathy Castor, a Democrat, and into the district now represented by Rep. Bill Young, a
Republican. Both districts voted heavily in favor of the incumbents in 2010.

“I don't know if switching that population to Young's district would be enough to convert Young's district into
one that leans Democrat or Castor's district into one that leans Republican, but the almost certain
consequence of that is that both districts would be less ‘safe’ for both Young and Castor,” Ortiz said.

Unlike lawmakers, Ortiz said the standards “did not make drawing a legally defensible plan particularly
difficult.” And complying with one of the rules often cited by lawmakers as difficult -- whether a district favors
an incumbent or not -- “was easy.”

“I simply did not consider the political impact of what I was doing,” he said.

That might be what lawmakers are worried about, Ortiz suggested.

“I suspect that the complaints about the difficulty of complying with the amendments,” Ortiz wrote, “relate to
the practical difficulty of creating a legally defensible plan that is also politically agreeable to a majority of the
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Have Your Say In Redistricting Florida : NorthEscambia.com
The redistricting process is underway in Florida, and there’s only one meeting in the area if you want to have
input into the process.

The Florida House and Senate redistricting committees will hold their first round of joint public meetings in
Pensacola on Tuesday.

These meetings will give the public an opportunity to start the conversation about redistricting and share
their ideas directly with Florida legislators. For more information on the Florida House of Representatives’
redistricting efforts, visit FloridaRedistricting.org.

A Public Redistricting Meeting will be held Tuesday from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. at the WSRE TV Amos Studio at
1000 College Boulevard in Pensacola.

http://www.northescambia.com/?p=58430
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Preparing for the Florida Redistricting public input meetings
this week
As we are less than a week away from the start (June 20) of the 26 public input
meetings on redistricting throughout Florida, the Florida House Redistricting
Committing is continuing to provide additional informational and materials that
may help Floridians prepare to participate.

First, the helpful materials at the Public Participation Toolkit page provide a
number of ways to learn about and get involved in
redistricting http://mydistrictbuilder.wordpress.com/participation/.

New to the Public Participation Toolkit, the Introductory Brochure on Florida
Redistricting is featured below.  The tri-fold brochure will be available at each
public meeting, serving to help give attendees a starting point for the Florida
redistricting conversation.

Second, it may be helpful to understand how these 26 meetings will proceed.  The public input from these
meetings and other forms of public participation will serve as the starting point for redistricting.  Therefore,
the specific purpose at these hearings is listening to public testimony.

In the lobby or entrance-way to each meeting, amongst other things, Florida residents will be able
to test-drive MyDistrictBuilder, view the current maps for the Florida House, the Florida Senate and
Florida’s congressional districts, and examine other resources that may be helpful in participating both
during and after the meeting.

Each meeting will open with a very brief introduction and explanation of protocol.

Other than that, the we will use 100 percent of the remaining time in each hearing to listen and learn
directly from Florida residents.

The public input meetings will convene promptly at the scheduled start time and will adjourn upon
completion of business or the scheduled end time, whichever occurs first.

Florida residents are welcome to supplement the record with written materials, including comments via
the House’s social media for redistricting
(mydistrictbuilder@myfloridahouse.gov, www.facebook.com/MyDistrictBuilder,
or twitter.com/FLRedistricting).

The Florida Channel will live-webcast as many of the meetings as possible, and archive those
webcasts at thefloridachannel.org/featured-stories/redistricting/.

Meeting videos, podcasts, and transcripts will be available via www.floridaredistricting.org.

Following these 26 public input meetings, there will be an adequate number of meetings of the
redistricting committees for members of the House and Senate to reflect on what they learned at the
public meetings.
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Capitol preview: What to expect this week in Florida politics
The highlight of the week is the beginning of Redistricting Committee meetings for
the coming legislative session. Members of the committee will spend much of the
summer on the road hearing from interest groups and constituents about how to
draw the state’s political boundaries. According to the News Service of Florida,
the fun starts this week with a long meeting on Monday in Tallahassee, followed
by the first road show committees of the summer with meetings in Pensacola, Fort
Walton Beach and Panama City.

Gov. Rick Scott meanwhile will be talking to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce on
Monday.

Also on Monday, news is set to break out, with the Florida Education Association
planning two news conferences to talk about what is expected to be a lawsuit challenging a state law.

The Florida Department of Community Affairs is hosting workshops with DCA Secretary Billy Buzzett and staff
about the 2011 legislative session and its impact on the state’s growth-management programs. One of those
is Tuesday in Sarasota, ahead of another on Wednesday in Polk City.

Near the end of the week is the Florida Bar annual convention in Kissimmee at which Scott G. Hawkins will be
sworn in as president, Gwynne A. Young will be sworn in as president-elect and Supreme Court Chief Justice
Charles T. Canady will give the State of the Judiciary. The Keynote speaker will be Linda Greenhouse,
Senior Research Scholar in Law, Knight Distinguished Journalist-in-Residence and Joseph Goldstein
Lecturer in Law at Yale Law School, and outgoing Bar President Mayanne Downs gives a State of the Bar
address on Friday.

MONDAY, JUNE 20, 2011

SCOTT TOUTS HIS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS: The U.S. Chamber of Commerce has invited
Scott and several other Governors to tout their efforts to create job and lure businesses to their state. The
event coincides with a report the chamber is releasing on how well each state is doing in creating jobs and
reviving the economy. (Monday, 9 a.m., U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 1615 H Street NW, Washington, D.C.,
20062.)

FLORIDA EDUCATION ASSOCIATION CONSIDERS LAWSUITS: The statewide teacher’s union will hold a
press conference to reveal more information about its legal strategy after a legislative session in which the
union had many more losses than wins. The FEA has been mulling over whether to sue over several new
laws passed this legislative session, such as bills that expand voucher programs or cut the amount of money
schools get. At the top of their list, though, is the new teacher merit pay law that ties salaries to test scores.
(Monday, 9:15 a.m. and 10:15 a.m., press conference via phone.)

HOSPITAL DISTRICTS STUDIED: The Commission on Review of Taxpayer Funded Hospital Districts, a panel
created earlier this year by Gov. Rick Scott to study public hospitals, will hold its second meeting. (Monday,
10 a.m., AHCA Building 3, 2727 Mahan Dr., Tallahassee.)

REDISTRICTING COMMITTEE: The Redistricting Committee and the subcommittee that will take up House,
Senate and Congressional Redistricting plans starts its summer of hearings on Monday in Tallahassee, the
first of three long meetings this week. The panel has sessions scheduled Monday for 1 p.m. – 4 p.m., and
again from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. (Monday, 1 p.m., 412 Knott Building, The Capitol.)

EDUCATION COMMISSIONER CANDIDATES INTERVIEWED: Six applicants for the job of Florida Education
Commissioner will be interviewed by the State Board of Education, according to the meeting agenda. These
six were narrowed down from a larger pool of 26 applicants. The board has had a tough time finding qualified
candidates after the departure of former commissioner Eric Smith. A national search that ended in late May
was extended after the search firm hired to recruit the education commissioner asked for more time. A
second deadline yielded nine more candidates, including the secretary of education for Virginia. (Monday,
2:30 p.m., Tampa Airport Marriott, Hillsborough Grand Ballroom, Tampa.)

TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 2011
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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETS: In its regular board meeting, the State Board of Education will
discuss the status of its search for the next education commissioner. It will also approve next year’s budget
and consider new bachelor’s degree programs at several colleges. The board will also get an update as to
how colleges select the construction projects that are put on their priority list. Known as Public Education
Capital Outlay projects, they can be controversial and many of them were vetoed by Gov. Rick Scott.
(Tuesday, 8:30 a.m., Tampa Airport Marriott, Hillsborough Grand Ballroom, Tampa.)

REDISTRICTING COMMITTEE: The Legislature takes its redistricting committee on the road for the first time
this summer to hear from the public, starting on Tuesday in Pensacola. Lawmakers have been told by
legislative leaders not to speak much or discuss their ideas about how to draw the districts, but to take
testimony from citizens. The panel holds two meetings Tuesday, the first from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m., and then
again in the evening in Fort Walton Beach from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. (Tuesday, 10 a.m., CST, WSRE TV, 1000
College Blvd., Pensacola; 6 p.m., CST, Fort Walton Beach High School, 400 Hollywood Blvd., Fort Walton
Beach.)

CAMPS FOR CHAMPIONS: Rep. Michelle Rehwinkel Vasilinda, D-Tallahassee, officials from the Florida
Department of Children & Families, local athletes and others hold a “Camps for Champions” press
conference to promote an initiative to promote leadership and wellness among Florida’s youth. (Tuesday, 10
a.m., Coyle E. Moore Athletics Center, 403 Stadium Dr. West, Florida State University, Tallahassee.)

DCA WORKSHOP ON GROWTH MANAGEMENT: The Florida Department of Community Affairs is hosting
workshops with DCA Secretary Billy Buzzett and staff about the 2011 legislative session and its impact on the
state’s growth-management programs. One of those is Tuesday in Sarasota, ahead of another this week in
Polk City. (Tuesday, 1:30 p.m., State College of Florida, Center of Information and Technology
7131 Professional Parkway East, Sarasota.)

APD EYES IBUDGETS: The Agency for Persons with Disabilities will hold a meeting about the iBudget Florida
program, which will change the way services are funded for people with developmental disabilities. (Tuesday,
2 p.m., APD, 4030 Esplanade Way, Tallahassee.)

BOYNTON BEACH LEGISLATIVE UPDATE: Reps. Lori Berman, D-Delray Beach and Jeff Clemens, D-Lake
Worth, speak to the city commission in Boynton Beach to provide a legislative update. (Tuesday, 6 p.m.,
Boynton Beach City Hall, 100 East Boynton Beach Blvd., Boynton Beach.)

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22, 2011

UNIVERSITIES UPDATE THEIR FIVE-YEAR WORK PLANS: The State University System Board of Governors
will hear progress reports from all 11 universities. Each university will report to the board where it stands on
certain benchmarks, such as graduation rates, and update its plans for the coming years, including new
degree programs and other initiatives. Each will also submit its legislative budget request for next year’s
session. The Board of Governors Foundation will also meet and approve its budget for next year
(Wednesday, 8:30 a.m., Traditions Hall, Gibbons Alumni Center, University of South Florida, Tampa.)

REDISTRICTING COMMITTEE IN PANAMA CITY: The Redistricting Committee holds its field committee
hearing on Wednesday in Panama City, again taking testimony about suggestions for redrawing political
boundaries. (Wednesday, 10 a.m., CST, Gulf Coast Community College, Sarzin Lecture Hall, 5230 W. Hwy
98, Panama City.)

FLORIDA HEALTHY KIDS BOARD MEETS: The Florida Healthy Kids Corp. Board of Directors will meet in
Orlando. (Wednesday, 10 a.m., Hyatt Regency Orlando International Airport, 9300 Airport Blvd., Orlando.)

DCA WORKSHOP ON GROWTH MANAGEMENT: The Florida Department of Community Affairs is hosting a
workshop with DCA Secretary Billy Buzzett and staff about the 2011 legislative session and its impact on the
state’s growth-management programs. (Wednesday, 1:30 p.m., Fantasy of Flight, Orlampa Conference
Center, 1400 Broadway Boulevard, South East, Polk City.)

GIBBONS TOWN HALL: Rep. Joe Gibbons speaks to constituents about the 2011 Legislative Session.
Topics include the state budget, Medicaid, unemployment compensation, and other issues. (Wednesday, 7
p.m., Hallandale Beach Cultural Center, 410 Southeast Third Street, Hallandale Beach.)

THURSDAY, JUNE 23, 2011

SUPREME COURT OPINIONS: The Florida Supreme Court releases regular opinions. (Thursday, 11 a.m.)

BOARD OF GOVERNORS CONSIDER TUITION HIKES: The State University System Board of Governors will



consider whether to approve 7 percent tuition hikes for all universities in its system. Each university is
seeking to raise tuition the full 15 percent allowed under law by requesting a 7 percent “tuition differential”
increase. The Legislature already approved an 8 percent tuition increase. Several smaller committees will
meet earlier in the day to deliberate on a variety of issues. (2 p.m., Traditions Hall, Gibbons Alumni Center,
University of South Florida, Tampa.)

FRIDAY, JUNE 24, 2011

LEGISLATIVE BUDGET COMMISSION MEETS: The Legislative Budget Commission, the group of House and
Senate lawmakers that has the authority to approve mid-year state agency spending, will meet to discuss an
array of items from six state agencies and the governor’s office. One of the items up for consideration is an
effort to consolidate the state’s emails from the different agencies into one system. Another item up on the
agenda is spending $7.5 million out of the Quick Action Closing Fund to lure two businesses to Florida. The
name of the companies so far haven’t been disclosed. (Friday, 11 a.m., 412 Knott Building, The Capitol.)

CONFERENCES

CATTLEMEN: The Florida Cattlemen Association holds its annual convention Monday through Thursday.
Highlights include the Cattlewomen’s reception and fashion show on Tuesday, the bull sale and remarks by
Agriculture Commissioner Adam Putnam on Wednesday. (Marco Island Marriott Beach Resort, 400 S. Collier
Blvd., Marco Island.)

BROADCASTERS: The Florida Broadcasters Association meets Wednesday and Thursday in Miami Beach.
Putnam also speaks there, on Thursday. (Eden Roc Renaissance, 4525 Collins Avenue · Miami Beach.)

FLORIDA BAR: The Florida Bar holds its annual convention next week. West Palm Beach attorney Scott G.
Hawkins will be sworn in as president during the General Assembly on Friday, June 24. Tampa attorney
Gwynne A. Young will be sworn in as president-elect during the same ceremony. Florida Supreme Court
Chief Justice Charles T. Canady will give the State of the Judiciary address during the Judicial luncheon on
Thursday. The Keynote speaker will be Linda Greenhouse, Senior Research Scholar in Law, Knight
Distinguished Journalist-in-Residence and Joseph Goldstein Lecturer in Law at Yale Law School.
Greenhouse covered the U.S. Supreme Court for the New York Times from 1978 to 2008 and currently
writes a bi-weekly column. Also on Thursday is the Appellate Practice Section Discussion with the Justices of
the Florida Supreme Court. Outgoing Bar President Mayanne Downs gives a State of the Bar address on
Friday. (Wednesday-Friday, Gaylord Palms Resort, Kissimmee.)
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Shameless gerrymandering may end with new legislative
districting requirements
By: Brendan McLaughlin

TAMPA - Last year, Florida voters overwhelmingly passed two ballot amendments to create fair legislative
and congressional districts. Today lawmakers in Tallahassee pledged to follow the law and draw the new
legislative boundaries in a way that doesn't favor any particular party or candidate.

Republican State Representative, Will Weatherford of Wesley Chapel pledged to abide.  "It should be about
making sure we're following the law and making sure that we're allowing the citizens to participate and I'm
going to do everything I can to make sure that I tell my members that political agendas are not welcome in
this process."

Former Democratic Congressman Jim Davis says both parties have gamed the system in the past to give
incumbents job security. Next year, he hopes, will be different.  "We now have a fighting chance next year
that when people come up for reelection that they can lose. There will actually be competitive races in the
state," he said.

The new law requires districts to be compact, as equal in population as is feasible, and make use of existing
city, county and geographical boundaries when possible. Few districts meet that standard now.

The City of Tempe Terrace is held up as a poster child for redistricting gone wild. At one intersection along
56th Street, you can put your foot in three different congressional districts. That means depending in which
house you live, your congressional representative is either Kathy Castor, Dennis Ross or Gus Bilirakis.

Highly detailed demographic information has allowed candidates to pick their voters instead of the other way
around -- usually for political advantage. But sometimes it was done to insure minority representation, as in
Representative Corrine Brown's third congressional district. It stretches from south of Orlando over to
Gainesville and then up to Jacksonville. Brown's district will likely remain unchanged.

"You can have districts that ensure minority representation in our legislative bodies without having the
extremes we have in Florida," said Davis.

Though lawmakers say they'll abide by the new law, the house and senate have amassed a legal war chest
of millions of dollars to fight any court challenge of the boundaries they come up with next summer.

Copyright 2011 Scripps Media, Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten, or redistributed.

http://www.abcactionnews.com/dpp/news/political/shameless-gerrymandering-may-end-with-new-legislative-districting-requirements
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Tallahassee Democrat - www.floridacapitalnews.com -
Tallahassee, FL.
By Jim Ash Florida Capital Bureau Chief

The first of 26 public hearings on redistricting got off to a rocky start for Republican legislative leaders this
afternoon when a 55-year-old Tallahassee woman, calling herself a "recovering civics teacher," raked them
over the coals.

Marty Munroe, an account manager, was only the second speaker to address a joint meeting of the House
and Senate redistricting committees, the bodies in charge of the once-a-decade process of redrawing
congressional and legislative districts.

Munroe slammed House and Senate leaders for holding what she described as
sham exercise. Sen. Don Gaetz of Niceville and Rep. Will Weatherford of
Wesley Chapel, the two Republicans in charge, have set ground rules that
encourage public testimony but prevent committee members from responding
with comments or questions.

Angering Munroe and other critics is another leadership decision not to roll out proposed maps until after the
public hearings are over.

"I want to know what business sends it employees on a road show to have other people do their jobs,"
Munroe said.

No redistricting plan can receive formal approval until January, when the Legislate convenes early to give the
U.S. Department of Justice and the Florida Supreme Court more time to weigh in. It's a safe bet lawsuits will
fly and the 60-day session will go long, as it does every 10 years.

Critics also complain that the timeline will discourage challengers because it will leave little, if any, time to
meet qualifying deadlines next year.

"It looks to me like an incumbency protection act," Munroe said.

The first meeting was expected to draw some of the harshest critics, since Leon County is a Democratic
stronghold.

Gaetz and Weatherford defended the process during a break.

"There will be plenty of time for politicians to make speeches," Weatherford said. "There is no gag order.
This is a listening tour."

Rolling out proposals before asking for public comment would be arrogant, Gaetz argued.

"We believe that gets the answers ahead of the questions," he said.

Not all the speakers were critical.

Henry Kelley, chairman of the Fort Walton Beach Tea Party, praised the committee for offering software on
its website that allows anybody with reasonable computer skills the ability to draw and submit proposed
redistricting maps.

Kelley said his biggest concern is that redistricting will be accomplished largely by the courts when all of the
legal challenges are said and done.

"I vote for these guys up there," he said, pointing to the committee members. "I don't vote for the judges."

http://floridacapitalnews.com/article/20110620/CAPITOLNEWS/110620016&theme=
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Democrats could gain power in Florida as state faces
redistricting
TALLAHASSEE — Florida Democrats puzzle and fume over the state's political math, but they see this
week's opening round of redistricting public hearings as the start of something they've long awaited.

A comeback.

Despite holding a 600,000-voter edge statewide over Republicans, Democrats have been pushed to the
political fringe in the legislature and state congressional delegation over the past 20 years.

Republicans hold veto-proof two-thirds majorities in the state House and Senate, while commanding 19 of 25
congressional seats.

Even more is at stake next year, when Florida will add two congressional seats because of population gains
reflected in the 2010 Census, which forces the once-a-decade redrawing of district boundaries.

Democrats are banking on a pair of constitutional amendments approved by voters in November to lead to
the creation of district maps that would let them win additional seats in the legislature and congressional
delegation.

How did Republicans acquire so much muscle in Florida? Gerrymandering, Democrats say, adding that the
ability to draw boundaries favoring Republican candidates has amounted to a political steroid for the Florida
GOP.

"You look at some of these district boundaries, and they're just so blatantly bizarre," said House Democratic
Leader Ron Saunders of Key West. "They won't last. They can't last."

Republicans dismiss such charges, instead crediting their success to more closely reflecting the thinking of
state voters than Democrats do.

Redistricting will dominate next year's legislature, which begins in January rather than the usual March start.
The early session leaves more time to resolve expected legal challenges of the new boundaries before the
2012 candidate qualifying period in June.

The first of a scheduled 26-city round of hearings by legislative redistricting committees is planned today in
Tallahassee. The road show's only appearance in Palm Beach County is scheduled for 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Aug.
16 at Florida Atlantic University in Boca Raton.

"Our goal is to follow the law," said Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, chairman of the House
Redistricting Committee. "But first, we're going to listen to the public."

South Florida political lines are almost certain to shift dramatically next year.

Miami-Dade and Broward counties' populations grew well below the statewide 18 percent spike of the past
decade, suggesting they could lose seats to faster-growing counties north and west.

Although Palm Beach County's 17 percent population rise is close to the state's rate, far-reaching districts
held by Sen. Lizbeth Benacquisto, a Republican whose district includes Palm Beach County and four
neighboring counties, and U.S. Rep. Tom Rooney, R-Tequesta, who takes in eight counties, could change
sharply.

Benacquisto, a Wellington Village Council member for eight years until her election to the Senate in the fall,
has moved to Fort Myers, apparently in anticipation of her district shifting westward.

A fellow Fort Myers Republican, Rep. Trudi Williams, and one other Republican have filed as candidates in
Benacquisto's district.

Rep. Paige Kreegel, R-Punta Gorda, has filed to run in Rooney's congressional district.

Such intraparty competition could prove more common if Republicans are forced to vie for a shrinking

http://www.palmbeachpost.com/news/state/democrats-could-gain-power-in-florida-as-state-1549648.html?page=2&viewAsSinglePage=true


number of GOP-leaning districts.

"The kind of elected seats Republicans have now are just not sustainable, given Florida's voter breakdown
between Democrats and Republicans," Saunders said.

U.S. Rep. Allen West's district, divided between Broward and Palm Beach counties, has proved to be a
battleground. That seat has been held by Republican Clay Shaw, Democrat Ron Klein, and now West since
redistricting was last conducted in 2002.

But Sen. John Thrasher, R-St. Augustine, who was Florida Republican Party chairman during last year's
elections, said it's way too early to forecast partisan outcomes.

"Republicans have won in Florida because voters want less taxes, smaller government, the fundamental
principles Republican candidates run on," Thrasher said. "It's not because of district lines."

Heading into public hearings that stretch until Sept. 1, even these carry their share of controversy.

Deirdre Macnab, president of the Florida League of Women Voters, last week labeled the sessions a
"charade," since lawmakers have yet to draw up any proposed maps for citizens to review.

Macnab's organization supported the "Fair Districts" constitutional amendments approved in November .

Drawing most of their financial backing from Democratic-allied organizations during last fall's campaign, the
amendments are designed to minimize party politics when congressional and legislative districts are drawn.

Amendment 5 requires that state legislative districts be contiguous and compact, shaped largely by city,
county and geographic boundaries. Amendment 6 would do the same for congressional districts.

Florida's ruling Republicans fought the amendments, arguing that they were aimed more at giving Democrats
grounds to sue over whatever maps are drawn by the GOP-controlled legislature.

Critics said Democrats would rather take their chances with court-drawn legislative and congressional
boundaries than any structured by the legislature.

"It's hard to squeeze politics out of the redistricting process," said Peverill Squire, an expert on legislatures at
the University of Missouri. "But the new amendments clearly create a series of land mines that can be
stepped on in the process."

U.S. Reps. Corrine Brown, D-Jacksonville, and Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Miami, are suing to overturn Amendment
6, the new congressional standard, saying it violates the U.S. Constitution.

Brown, with U.S. Rep. Alcee Hastings, D-Miramar, and former U.S. Rep. Carrie Meek, D-Miami, were first
elected in 1992, becoming the first blacks sent to Congress from Florida since shortly after the Civil War.

She represents a sprawling nine-county district from Jacksonville to Orlando with a 50 percent black voting-
age population.

Florida House Speaker Dean Cannon, R-Winter Park, has intervened in the Congress members' challenge
to Florida's secretary of state, who oversees elections issues. Taxpayers are picking up the tab for both
sides in the fight.

The legislature has spent more than $700,000 on redistricting legal fees, including the challenge to
Amendment 6. The taxpayers' cost of redistricting is likely to reach into the millions by next year.

But other numbers are driving redistricting.

Florida grew from almost 16 million people 10 years ago to 18.8 million in 2010. In addition to gaining two
new seats, expected to be carved in Southwest and Central Florida, the state will see congressional district
size grow from 639,000 people to 696,000.

State Senate seats will climb from 399,000 people to 470,000, and state House districts will grow from
133,000 people to 157,000 when redistricting is done.
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Process to Redraw State's Political Maps Under Way
Published: Sunday, June 19, 2011 at 8:19 p.m.

Do you have your districts drawn?

The House and Senate redistricting committees will begin the first of 20 hearings around the state this week
to gather information to draw congressional and legislative districts.

The committees will begin with joint hearings in the Panhandle.

The committees include three local legislators, Rep. Mike Horner, R-Kissimmee, Rep. Kelli Stargel, R-
Lakeland, and Sen. Ronda Storms, R-Valerico. Horner's and Storms' districts include a small portion of Polk
County.

The committees will be in Lakeland on July 25 and the following day will conduct a hearing in Wauchula.

Not only can constituents listen to the presentations and factfinding mission of the redistricting committees,
they can present their own versions of Florida's 27 congressional districts, 120 state House districts and 40
Senate districts or just portions of those districts.

Soon, a legislative site will have a software known as "My District Builder," allowing anyone to take the
census information and draw districts for Congress and the Legislature.

The U.S. Constitution requires state legislatures to redraw the boundaries of congressional districts and their
own districts every 10 years following the decennial census. This is to make certain that the districts are
about even in population.

Florida has picked up two congressional seats because of its population increase in the last decade. When
those 27 are divided into the state's total population, the ideal population for each congressional district is
696,345. For the ideal Florida Senate district the population is 470,033 and it is 156,678 for each House
district.

It won't be easy, and if you like the rough and tumble of politics, you are likely to see it somewhere during the
hearings. Some legislators have already expressed their dislike for the Fair Districts Amendment approved
by the voters last year mandating that districts be compact and fairly represent the makeup of the state or
region.

Information about the website can be found at http://www.floridaredistricting.org from the House committee or
http://www.flsenate.gov/session/redistricting/ for the Senate. Both will have connections to My District Builder
as soon as the installation is complete.

[ Ledger Political Editor Bill Rufty can be reached at bill.rufty@theledger.com or at 863-802-7523. ]

http://www.theledger.com/article/20110619/COLUMNISTS0502/110619311?template=printart
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Video: Redistricting Is Underway In Florida
June 21, 2011 | Filed under: Videos | Posted by: Gamut News Staff

. PANAMA CITY

This Local News video “Redistricting Is
Underway In Florida” is copyright by
WJHG – Panama City, FL and brought to
you by Gamut News. Feel free to share or
embed this video but this video may not
be broadcast, redistributed or rewritten in
whole or part without express written
permission. Gamut News is a leader in
providing critical news to readers, media
outlets, researchers, businesses, and
governments worldwide. After the video
check out our homepage for the most
current business news.
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Florida Politics | Sun Sentinel blog
TALLAHASSEE -- Florida lawmakers chose to hold their first of 26 redistricting public hearings this summer
in the Democratic-leaning capital city Monday, ensuring that both interest-group and left-leaning voices
would get heard first.

Other than one man who identified himself as a tea party activist, the comments an hour into the five hours
of scheduled testimony were critical of the Republican-led Legislature's fight against the Fair District's
amendments.

Lawmakers plan to fan out and cover most metropolitan areas of the state this summer and has gone to
unprecedented lengths to engage Floridians via social media like Twitter and Facebook.

But backers of the Fair Districts amendments -- which passed with 63 percent of the vote last November --
have criticized the fact that lawmakers continue to challenge the amendments in federal court and will
complete the hearings this fall before any actual proposals for new congressional and legislative maps are
produced.

"Show us some maps, and then we can talk seriously," said Jo Conte  of Tallahassee.

Deirdre Macnab, the President of the League of Women Voters of Florida, said taxpayers were being
forced to fund both the legal challenge and the defense of Amendment 6, which dealt with congressional
districts. Two Florida congressional members, U.S. Reps. Mario Diaz-Balart of Miami and Corrine Brown
of Jacksonville, are suing in federal court alleging the amendment would reduce minority representation.
House Speaker Dean Cannon, R-Winter Park, has joined in the lawsuit, and his chamber has set aside $30
million, a portion of which for redistricting legal challenges.

During a break, House Redistricting Committee Chairman Will Weatherford tried to backpedal from the fact
that current Speaker Cannon has set aside the money in two discretionary account, saying it would be
irresponsible not to set aside resources for the coming court fight but "there is no pot of money."

Not true.

Last month, the Senate gave itself a 26 percent budget increase, $9 million more than last year -- and more
than what was budgeted in either of the original House or Senate plans.

The public rationale was that redistricting would be a pricey, and potentially lengthy court fight.

"I let people know reapportionment costs a lot of money, and it will cost even more with Amendment 5 and 6,"
Senate President Mike Haridopolos told reporters in May. "And we have to pay for it."

The House, though, didn't increase it's budget to pay for redistricting, and will tap an $8.5 million fund of
cash it has that is "carried forward" from prior years. The Senate has no such "carry forward" -- meaning
they spent everything they were budgeted in past years, while the House squirreled away dollars.

Thanks to the nifty Transparency Florida Web site, we were also able to deduce that the Legislature has
been sitting on a whopping $51 million in another pot called the "continuing appropriation legislative carry
forward."

In that fund, the House had $23 million more in "discretionary" money it hasn't spent -- cash Cannon himself
said in May could be used for redistricting.

"We have been making conscience choices to spend less in advance of redistricting," Cannon spokeswman
Katie Betta said at the time. "At this point, we did not feel that we needed to request an additional
appropriation to cover the expenses associated with the redistricting effort."

“Thirty million to leave no lawyer behind; that’s what I think," Marty Monroe , a "recovering" civics teacher in
Leon County, said at Monday's hearing.

But Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, has said budgeting the money was a prudent step, considering the 2002
redistricting process would up costing his chamber $10 million in legal fees. He also said it would be

http://weblogs.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/dcblog/2011/06/at_first_redistricting_hearing.html
http://weblogs.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/dcblog/2011/05/senates_10_million_redistricti.html
http://www.transparencyflorida.gov/AllotmentBalances.aspx?FY=11&BE=11310000&AC=130500&Fund=1000&LI=*****&View=T&M=Y


impractical to produce maps before the hearings.

"We believe that puts the answer ahead of the question. There should be no preconceptions created by
politicians," he said.
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Redistricting revives age-old tensions between rural and
urban Florida - Breaking News
By MARY ELLEN KLAS

PENSACOLA -- On the homeground of the state Senate’s redistricting chairman, Christian radio portends
the Second Coming, politicians refer to the “Yellow River Code” of being true to your word, and the age-old
tension between city and countryside dominates talk of redrawing political lines.

As Florida lawmakers convened their second redistricting hearing a few miles from the Alabama line
Tuesday, they listened to a steady stream of contradictory pleas.

There was Brett Ward of the local Florida Farm Bureau, which represents Escambia, Okaloosa and Santa
Rosa counties, who urged maintaining the line that now divides three western counties along Interstate 10 in
order to keep the coastal communities on one side and the inland farm communities on the other.

“If the districts are put together we will lose our voice,” Ward said. “Let us keep the district where the rural
area is represented.

Then Ellen Roston of Pensacola complained that by “effectively splitting the counties between the north and
south’’ her county “loses fair representation.”

Others told the committee they pray that special interests do not drive the agenda, while others asked
lawmakers to pray for wisdom.

And Vivian Faircloth of Pensacola was among the Escambia County residents who noted that while the
county has a population that is 22 percent black, it has no African-American legislators.

The debate is one of many lawmakers will hear as they reset the state’s political boundaries to accommodate
10 years of population growth while giving each district equal population.

Because the Panhandle counties remain less populated than those in central and southern Florida, creating
a single district out of Escambia County, with its 1.2 million people, will mean that adjoining districts
comprising the smaller counties between Pensacola and Tallahassee will have to be “gynormous,’’ said Jerry
Evans, vice chair of the Escambia Republicans.

Robert Rolo of Santa Rosa County, a member of the local Tea Party, reminded legislators that his party was
born out of discontent with the status quo.

He said he was disappointed that the committee held hearings without bringing proposed maps and warned
them that if they hold hearings after the maps are drawn they better not hold them in Tallahassee.

“The pecking order of who gets heard in Tallahassee is not what it is in Pensacola,’’ he said. Lobbyists get
the first say in Tallahassee, he added, while the public “is put at the end.”

Legislators faced much the same questions they had heard the day before in Tallahassee: Why didn’t they
have maps, and why was their timeline so suspiciously slow?

Senate Redistricting chairman, Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, said it appeared that “some people may have had
scripts prepared for them,” and asked co-chairman Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, to answer their
questions.

Weatherford said lawmakers started their listening tour before they began drawing maps because “allowing
the citizens of Florida to start the conversation first about what you think, before we start drawing the first
line, is of the utmost importance.”

And he suggested that if the legislators had shown up with maps, they would have heard complaints that
they had made up their minds without hearing first from voters.

http://www.bradenton.com/2011/06/22/3293927/redistricting-revives-age-old.html
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Florida Legislature Thanks NW FL Residents for Telling the
Stories of Their Communities
Panama City, Fla. – The Florida House and Senate wrapped up their first round of pubic redistricting
meetings today in Panama City with lawmakers thanking the residents of Northwest Florida for telling the
stories of their communities and providing input that is critical to the redistricting process. The first round of
more than two dozen public redistricting meetings took place in Florida’s Panhandle from Monday, June 20,
to Wednesday, June 22, and included stops in Tallahassee, Pensacola, Fort Walton Beach and Panama
City.  
“Public participation from the onset of the redistricting process ensures that Floridians play a key role in
shaping the House, Senate and Congressional districts that will represent their communities in Tallahassee
and in Washington for the next decade,” said Representative Will Weatherford (R-Wesley Chapel), Chair of
the House Redistricting Committee.  “We are dedicated to engaging the public in this process, and we hope
to foster an unprecedented level of public participation as we travel throughout the state.”
Legislators serving on the House and Senate redistricting committees and subcommittees are scheduled to
travel to 26 cities across the state to gather public input on redistricting prior to beginning the work of
drawing new state House, state Senate and congressional district boundaries.  Redistricting must be finalized
during the 2012 Legislative Session.
“The residents of Florida’s Panhandle are extremely engaged in this once-in-a-decade redistricting process,”
said Senator Don Gaetz, Chair of the Senate Committee on Reapportionment.  “The input that they shared
with us over the past three days will play a critical role when we begin the process of drawing new legislative
and congressional boundary lines.”
The next round of public redistricting meetings will be Monday, July 11, to Wednesday, July 13, and will
include stops in Jacksonville, St. Augustine, Daytona Beach, The Villages and Gainesville.
For a complete listing of the public meetings taking place across the State of Florida or to find more
information on the Redistricting process and how you can get involved, please visit
www.floridaredistricting.org or www.flsenate.gov/redistricting.  Meeting video, podcast and transcript archives
from this past week’s meetings will be available at the same websites.
# # #
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Florida Democrats
As a citizen in Florida your voice is your vote and you have to protect it, not only by voting in
each and every election, but by demanding that it is counted accurately and fairly.  You also
have a right to expect, to insist, that your legislature follow the law as voted upon by the people
and enshrined in the Florida Constitution.  

As Florida embarks on the process of redrawing districts we want you to guard your vote and
hold the politicians accountable by demanding the new districts for the next decade be drawn
fairly and legally.

Attend the redistricting public hearing in your area to make your voice heard and demand that
the districts in Florida be drawn fairly!

Monday, June 20, 2011

Tallahassee
1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
6:00 – 8:00 p.m

412 Knott Building
404 South Monroe St.
Tallahassee, FL 32399

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Pensacola
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
CST

WSRE-TV Amos Studio
1000 College Blvd.
Pensacola, FL 32504

Ft. Walton
Beach 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. CST

Ft. Walton Beach High School
400 Hollywood Blvd.
Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32548

Wednesday, June 22, 2011

Panama City
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
CST

Gulf Coast Community College
5230 West Highway 98
Panama City, FL 32401

Monday, July 11, 2011

Jacksonville 2:00 – 4:00 p.m.
6:00 – 8:00 p.m

FL State College JAX – Downtown
Campus
401 W. State St.
Jacksonville, FL 32202

Tuesday, July 12, 2011

St. Augustine 8:00 – 11:00 a.m.

Flagler College (Auditorium)
14 Granada St.
St. Augustine, FL 32084
 

http://www.fladems.com/page/content/RedistrictingSchedule/


Daytona
Beach

6:00 – 9:00 p.m.

News Journal Center at Daytona State
College
221 N. Beach St. #100
Daytona Beach, FL 32114

Wednesday, July 13, 2011

The Villages 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Colony Cottage Recreation Center
510 Colony Blvd.
The Villages, FL 32162

Gainesville 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.

Santa Fe College
Fine Arts Hall
3000 Northwest 83rd St.
Gainesville, FL 32606

Monday, July 25, 2011

Lakeland 2:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Polk State College
Main Auditorium
3425 Winter Lake Rd.
Lakeland, FL 33803

Tuesday, July 26, 2011

Wauchula 8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Hardee County Civic Center
515 Civic Center Dr.
Wauchula, FL 33873

Wesley Chapel 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Wiregrass Ranch High School
2909 Mansfield Blvd.
Wesley Chapel, FL 33543

Wednesday, July 27, 2011

Orlando
2:00 – 4:00 p.m.
6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Bob Carr Performing Arts Center
401 W Livingston St.
Orlando, FL 32801

Thursday, July 28, 2011

Melbourne 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Brevard County Commission Chamber
2725 Fran Jamieson Way
Viera, FL 32940

Monday, August 15, 2011

Stuart 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Blake Library
2351 SE Monterey Rd.
Stuart, FL 34996



Tuesday, August 16, 2011

Boca Raton 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Florida Atlantic University
777 Glades Rd.
Boca Raton, FL

Davie 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Broward College Gym
3501 SW Davie Rd.
Davie, FL 33312

Wednesday, August 17, 2011

Miami 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Miami Dade College
300 NE 2nd Ave.
Miami, FL 33132

South Miami 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
FIU College of Law
11200 SW 8th St.
Miami, FL 33199

Thursday, August 18, 2011

Key West 4:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Florida Keys Community College
5901 College Road
Key West, FL 33040

Monday, August 29, 2011

Tampa 4:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Hillsborough Community College
601 E Kennedy Blvd. #2
Tampa, FL 33602

Tuesday, August 30, 2011

Largo 8:00 – 11:00 a.m.
EpiCenter at St. Pete College
13805 58th St. N
Largo, FL 33760

Sarasota 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.

New College
Harry Sudakoff Conference Center
5845 General Dougher Pl.
Sarasota, FL 34243

Wednesday, August 31, 2011

Naples 8:00 – 11:00 a.m.
Naples Daily News Community Room
1100 Immokalee Rd.
Naples, FL 34108

Veterans Park Recreation Center



Lehigh Acres6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Veterans Park Recreation Center
55 Homestead Rd. South
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

Thursday, Sep. 1, 2011

Clewiston 8:00 – 11:00 a.m.
Hendry County Health Dept.
100 South Olympia Ave.
Clewiston, FL 33440

*Dates and times subject to change. Updated June 23, 2011.
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In Florida Panhandle, legislators defend political redistricting
time line

By Mary Ellen Klas, Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 
In Print: Wednesday, June 22, 2011

PENSACOLA — On the home turf of the state Senate's
redistricting chairman, Christian radio portends the Second
Coming, politicians refer to the "Yellow River Code" of being
true to your word, and the age-old tension between city and
countryside dominates talk of redrawing political lines.

As Florida lawmakers convened their second redistricting
hearing a few miles from the Alabama line Tuesday, they
listened to a steady stream of contradictory pleas.

There was Brett Ward of the local Florida Farm Bureau,
which represents Escambia, Okaloosa and Santa Rosa
counties, who urged maintaining the line that now divides
three western counties along Interstate 10 in order to keep
the coastal communities on one side and the inland farm
communities on the other.

"If the districts are put together we will lose our voice," Ward
said. "Let us keep the district where the rural area is
represented.

Ellen Roston of Pensacola complained that by "effectively
splitting the counties between the north and south'' her
county "loses fair representation."

Others told the committee they pray that special interests do
not drive the agenda, while others asked lawmakers to pray
for wisdom.

And Vivian Faircloth of Pensacola was among the Escambia County residents who noted that while the
county has a population that is 22 percent black, it has no African-American legislators.

The debate is one of many lawmakers will hear as they reset the state's political boundaries to accommodate
10 years of population growth while giving each district equal population.

Because the Panhandle counties remain less populated than those in central and southern Florida, creating
a single district out of Escambia County — with its 1.2 million people — will mean that adjoining districts
comprising the smaller counties between Pensacola and Tallahassee will have to be "ginormous,'' said Jerry
Evans, vice chairman of the Escambia Republicans.

Robert Rolo of Santa Rosa County, a member of the local tea party, reminded legislators that his party was
born out of discontent with the status quo.

He said he was disappointed that the committee held hearings without bringing proposed maps and warned
them that if they hold hearings after the maps are drawn they better not hold them in Tallahassee.

"The pecking order of who gets heard in Tallahassee is not what it is in Pensacola,'' he said. Lobbyists get
the first say in Tallahassee, he added, while the public "is put at the end."

Legislators faced much the same questions they had heard the day before in Tallahassee: Why didn't they
have maps, and why was their time line so slow?
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The Senate redistricting chairman, Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, said it appeared that "some people may have had
scripts prepared for them," and asked co-chairman Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, to answer their
questions.

Weatherford said lawmakers started their listening tour before drawing maps because "allowing the citizens
of Florida to start the conversation first about what you think, before we start drawing the first line, is of the
utmost importance."

He suggested that if they had shown up with maps, they would have heard complaints that they had made up
their minds without hearing first from voters.

Mary Ellen Klas can be reached at meklas@MiamiHerald.com,

For more coverage, visit www.tampabay.com/redistricting
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Despite promise of ‘transparent, open' redistricting process,
public has reasons for skepticism » TCPalm.com
Editorial board

Members of the Florida Legislature have begun holding hearings throughout the state to discuss the
redistricting process and seek input from the public. The first four meetings were held this week on the
Panhandle. Twenty-two additional hearings are scheduled from July 11 to Sept. 1. The lone meeting on the
Treasure Coast is set for 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Aug. 15 at the Blake Library, 2351 S.E. Monterey Road, Stuart. To
view a full schedule of meetings, learn more about the redistricting process or RSVP for one of the meetings,
log on to www.floridaredistrcting.org.

Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, is chair of the Senate Committee on Reapportionment.

Gaetz and fellow lawmakers have begun hosting 26 scheduled hearings around the state — the first four
meetings were held this week in cities along the Panhandle — ostensibly to seek public input as the
Legislature prepares to redraw maps for state House and Senate, and congressional, districts. State
legislators, who will draft the final lines in early 2012, will use information gathered at the hearings, along with
U.S. Census figures, to remap the lines.

Gaetz comes armed with marching orders — from the head honcho in the Florida Senate.

"My direction from (Senate) President Mike Haridopolos is to engage in the most transparent, open, and
interactive redistricting process in America," Gaetz said in March.

Transparent? Open?

Really?

Two things Floridians should keep in mind as the redistricting process kicks into high gear.

First, the 2011 Legislature had an opportunity to increase the transparency of this process — but chose to
ignore it.

To wit, documents lawmakers use during the redistricting process are exempt — by state statute — from
public disclosure until a final plan is proposed by the Legislature. A bill that would have lifted the exemption
— and increased transparency — failed to gain any traction in the recent legislative session.

Second, the Legislature continues to wage a legal battle against the Fair Districts amendments approved by
voters last fall.

The amendments are designed to restrict political gerrymandering of state legislative and congressional
district lines, and to make districts follow natural boundaries wherever possible. Additionally, districts must
not favor or disfavor a political party or incumbent.

Sounds reasonable, doesn't it? And 63 percent of voters supported the measures.

The U.S. Justice Department recently gave its approval to the language in the Fair Districts amendments, the
required pre-clearance that the measures don't in themselves violate the federal Voting Rights Act.

Nonetheless, lawmakers continue to fight the amendments in court.

Transparent? Open?

No doubt the public will hear these words brandished by Republican leaders at hearings throughout the
summer. If only they were true.

No amount of pontificating will alter the (well-earned) perception that lawmakers' main goal is not openness
and transparency, but keeping a hold on power — to protect their party and preserve seats for incumbents
as they redraw district lines.
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Florida lawmakers look at panhandle for redistricting
By Lynda Waddington

Lawmakers have completed a swing through the panhandle for public redistricting meetings. One issue that’s
come up a lot in the area is whether the region is divided properly, particularly when it comes to its Senate
seats. #

There are many ways to carve a district. Right now, the region is cut in two, lengthwise. Sen. Don Gaetz, R-
Niceville, occupies District 4, which runs along the coast from the Alabama border into Bay County. Sen.
Greg Evers, R-Crestview, occupies District 2, which sits between Gaetz’s district and the Alabama border
(see this map). #

Ellen Roston decried the current map during a meeting in Pensacola, saying Escambia County lacks
legislative representation in the state Senate. The current split, she said, is “artificial.” What does Pensacola
have in common with Bay County? #

Roston and other Escambia residents noted that when combined with neighboring Santa Rosa, their county
would almost comprise a full Senate district. That method could also hew closer to the guidelines set under
Amendment 5, which calls for districts to follow existing governmental boundaries, where feasible. #

Jack Livingston of the Escambia County Farm Bureau was one of several farmers who disagreed, saying that
under the current map, the coastal and more urban parts of the panhandle have their senator (Gaetz) while
the rural agricultural areas have theirs (Evers). #

“We like the way the districts are, east to west,” he said, adding: “We’d appreciate if it would stay that way.” #
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Good start for district debates | good, high, bar - EDITORIAL
Lawmakers set the bar high for Tuesday night’s redistricting meeting in Fort Walton Beach, one of 26
scheduled throughout Florida to gather public input on redrawing the state’s legislative and congressional
voting districts. They promised to briefly describe the process, to listen to residents’ suggestions and to say
as little as possible.

And that’s how it went. The hearing drew a big crowd. Two dozen people signed up to speak. There was a
lively debate on whether Northwest Florida’s districts should be laid out east-west — grouping coastal areas
together and rural, north-county areas separately — or north-south.

There was discussion on how to keep Destin in a single Florida House district, Florida Senate district and
congressional district and not split the city.

There was disagreement on whether software intended to let residents design their own districts was easy or
difficult to use.

All of which were subjects worth airing. But there were also lingering questions about the hearings
themselves. Critics say lawmakers intend to redraw the district lines as they please and the 26 hearings
statewide are just a stunt.

One of those critics is Pat Hollarn, former Okaloosa County supervisor of elections, who told a midday
seminar sponsored by the League of Women Voters that redistricting reforms approved last year won’t make
much difference.

“There’s nothing you can do,” Ms. Hollarn said. “The Legislature is in listening mode. They tell us their lips
are zipped. There’s a good reason for that — they already know what they’re going to do.”

Ms. Hollarn was election supervisor for 20 years and her opinion carries considerable weight. But on this
topic we hope she’s wrong.

We hope that when legislators sit down to actually redraw Florida’s districts, they will heed the voter-
approved reforms and consider residents’ ideas. We hope they will resist the temptation to hand-pick their
constituents by designing twisty, weird-looking voting zones.

After all, with the hearings now under way, they’ve set the bar pretty high for themselves, too.
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Lawmakers begin statewide redistricting hearings
By KEVIN WADLOW

A statewide series of 26 public meetings on Florida's political redistricting process that opened Monday
winds its way toward an Aug. 18 session in the Florida Keys.

How much the hearings -- or the redistricting process itself -- will affect Monroe County remains an open
question.

"The biggest issue for us here in Monroe County is what part of Miami-Dade County gets attached to us,"
said state Rep. Ron Saunders (D-Key West), who represents Florida House District 120.

As a one of five Florida counties covered by a Section 5 order under the Civil Rights Act that relates to
discrimination, Monroe County almost certainly cannot be split into a separate House district, Saunders said.
"Then there would definitely be a legal challenge," he said.

Florida's population grew to nearly 19 million people over the last decade, so each Florida House districts will
generally add about 20,000 people to around 156,000 per district.

Monroe County's current population -- one of only two counties in Florida to lose residents since 2000 --
would account for only about half that total. "I think we'll still have a majority" in District 120, Saunders said,
"but it won't be as much of a majority."

Two Florida constitutional amendments approved by more than 60 percent of state voters in November aim
to eliminate the instances of districts being gerrymandered, or drawn to favor a particular party.

The Florida House has formally joined a federal lawsuit challenging Amendment 6, saying it would strip the
Legislature of its constitutional duty to set districts.

"I think it's a fringe argument," said Dan Gelber, a Democratic former state legislator now working as an
attorney for the Fair Districts Now organization. "It's basically saying an amendment passed by the citizens
can't tell the Legislature what to do."

Gelber said the lawsuit and the three-month series of public meetings may be an attempt to delay
redistricting so the final maps cannot be examined by the public in a "thoughtful" process before the districts
are locked in for the next decade.

"It's a charade," Gelber said. "They are staging these incessant hearings without anybody seeing a map. I
believe they are trying to wait another eight or nine months before they show the public the maps."

Legislators attending the public meetings "have been told not to talk about the maps," Saunders said. "That
has created some controversy."

Leadership in the state House and Senate, both controlled by Republicans, said they want the public to have
its say on redistricting before making any decisions. "What they are doing is trying to prevent legislators from
betraying their intent," Gelber said. "It's almost like an attorney not allowing a defendant so he won't say
something pretty bad."

"We're watching the process," Saunders said, but noted that Monroe County probably will not be affected as
much as some other areas by redistricting. "In Miami, moving a district a couple streets can turn it from a
predominantly black district into a Hispanic district," he said.

"Monroe is pretty much a diverse, 50-50 county" between Democrats and Republicans, he said. "There are
no real pockets of voters to split up, so nobody wants us."

Redistricting of Florida Senate District 40 -- now expected to take in 470,000 people -- could be changed.
The district represented by Larcenia Bullard of Miami takes in parts of five counties, including Monroe.

A separate federal lawsuit filed in February against Gov. Rick Scott on behalf of five Monroe County
residents has been dismissed.

http://www.keysnet.com/2011/06/25/352437/lawmakers-begin-statewide-redistricting.html


That lawsuit contended the newly elected governor was attempting to slow the redistricting process by not
submitting Amendment 5 and Amendment 6 for federal "pre-clearance" under the Civil Rights Act. The suit
was dropped after the state submitted the amendments to the U.S. Justice Department, which cleared them.
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Redistricting revives tensions between rural, urban Florida »
TCPalm.com
By Mary Ellen Klas Miami Herald/St. Petersburg Times

PENSACOLA — On the homeground of the state Senate's redistricting chairman, Christian radio portends
the Second Coming, politicians refer to the "Yellow River Code" of being true to your word, and the age-old
tension between city and countryside dominates talk of redrawing political lines.

As Florida lawmakers convened their second redistricting hearing a few miles from the Alabama line
Tuesday, they listened to a steady stream of contradictory pleas.

There was Brett Ward of the local Florida Farm Bureau, which represents Escambia, Okaloosa and Santa
Rosa counties, who urged maintaining the line that now divides three western counties along Interstate 10 to
keep the coastal communities on one side and the inland farm communities on the other.

"If the districts are put together we will lose our voice," Ward said. "Let us keep the district where the rural
area is represented.

Then Ellen Roston of Pensacola complained that by "effectively splitting the counties between the north and
south'' her county "loses fair representation."

Others told the committee they pray that special interests do not drive the agenda, while others asked
lawmakers to pray for wisdom.

And Vivian Faircloth of Pensacola was among the Escambia County residents who noted that while the
county has a population that is 22 percent black, it has no African-American legislators.

The debate is one of many lawmakers will hear as they reset the state's political boundaries to accommodate
10 years of population growth while giving each district equal population.

Because the Panhandle counties remain less populated than those in central and southern Florida, creating
a single district out of Escambia County, with its 1.2 million people, will mean that adjoining districts
comprising the smaller counties between Pensacola and Tallahassee will have to be "gynormous,'' said Jerry
Evans, vice chair of the Escambia Republicans.

Robert Rolo of Santa Rosa County, a member of the local Tea Party, reminded legislators that his party was
born out of discontent with the status quo.

He said he was disappointed that the committee held hearings without bringing proposed maps and warned
them that if they hold hearings after the maps are drawn they better not hold them in Tallahassee.

"The pecking order of who gets heard in Tallahassee is not what it is in Pensacola,'' he said. Lobbyists get
the first say in Tallahassee, he added, while the public "is put at the end."
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Redistricting Tour Stops In Bay County - WMBB ABC 13 -
Panama City, FL
By J. Michael Brow n - email

Florida lawmakers are continuing their statewide tour to gather public input on redistricting.  On Wednesday,
nearly three dozen House and Senate members met with citizens in Bay County.

Combining public feedback with 2010 census data, legislators will redraw the state's 27 Congressional
districts, 120 Florida House districts and 40 Florida Senate districts in time for the 2012 general election. 
The state's population growth over the past decade means Florida will gain two seats in Congress.

About 200 citizens filled the Sarzin Lecture Hall at Gulf Coast State College.  "It's one of the rare instances
where the politicians speak last and the citizens speak first," said Representative Will Weatherford (R-
Wesley Chapel), chairman of the House Committee on Redistricting.

Don Gaetz (R-Fort Walton Beach) chairs the senate side.  "It's contentious because it involves political
aspirations and politicians and special interest groups that we'll hear from today... that's the nature of it,"
said Senator Gaetz.

The panel heard from more than forty citizens representing organized labor, political parties, minority groups,
senior citizens and business interests.

"The rural areas have been losing their voice over the years being diluted by the bigger markets," said Art
Kimbrough, President of the Jackson County Chamber of Commerce.  "So [we're] trying to keep our
representation that's at least contiguous with the rural concerns so that our representatives really have a
focus on our issues and can give voice to those things."

But several citizens scolded lawmakers for their approach.  "They should have showed up with at least
preliminary, tentative maps so that we would have something to talk about," said Bill Pritchard, President of
the Greater Bay Area Chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union.  "We have nothing to talk about except
the process itself."

Gaetz defended the committees' decision to gather feedback before drawing maps.  "It's an interactive
process... it's not a bunch of politicians getting in the back room and getting out their magic markers," said
Gaetz.  "Instead, this is a way where first we go to the people of Florida and ask them how they believe the
legal standards governing redistricting should be applied to their communities and their neighborhoods."

"They can have input coming to a public hearing and giving us their testimony, they can go to the web sites
that we have, they can send us emails," said Rep. Weatherford.  "Any type of interaction that we can have
with the citizens is good."

The redistricting committee has set up a web site to promote interaction between citizens and lawmakers. 
"They could actually use the same software that the Legislature uses to draw districts themselves and submit
those to the Legislature," said Rep. Weatherford.

Click here for a link to the state site.

There are 22 more meetings scheduled between now and September.  Committee members will then draw
the maps and get more public input before the full Legislature votes on the changes.  The plan will face a
judicial review before implementation.

"People who live in neighborhoods, who live in our communities, who vote here, who go to school here, who
go back and forth to church and synagogue here [are] in the best position to tell us what constitutes a
community of interest and how those lines ought to be drawn," said Senator Gaetz.

The next meeting is scheduled for July 11 in Jacksonville.
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Citizens to have say in new districts
Highlands Today staff report

Published: June 23, 2011

SEBRING - As state lawmakers redraw Florida's political boundaries, voters can have their say on the web
and at Wauchula and Clewiston meetings.

"It is critical that our community get involved in redistricting to ensure our voice is heard," said Rep. Denise
Grimsley, R-Sebring. "The manner in which our lawmakers prioritize our concerns for the next 10 years
depends on our participation now."

According to the U.S. Census, congressional district 16, represented by Tom Rooney, R-Tequesta, is
overbalanced by 101,366 people.

State House District 66, represented by Ben Albritton, R-Wauchula, has 5,348 too many people.

House District 77, represented by Grimsley, is short by 9,223.

Avon Park, Sebring and Lake Placid are already in two state house districts; it's possible Highlands County's
100,000 population could wind up in two congressional districts.

The Florida House of Representatives created www.floridaredistricting.org to encourage citizens to learn
about redistricting, share information and discover how to take part in the conversation. Citizens can
complete a redistricting plan for state House, state Senate or congressional districts. Secondly, Grimsley
advised, check out the meeting calendar. This week, Florida legislators started visiting cities across the state
to hear communities' concerns and suggestions regarding redistricting.

Meetings are scheduled from 8 to 11 a.m. Tuesday, July 26 at Hardee County Civic Center, 515 Civic Center
Drive, Wauchula, and from 8 to 11 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 1 at Hendry County Health Department, 100 S.
Olympia Ave., Clewiston.

Most meetings will be webcast at thefloridachannel.org. Located in the Capitol, the Florida Channel is a
public affairs programming service funded by the Legislature and produced and operated by WFSU-TV. It
provides live, unedited coverage of the governor and cabinet, the Legislature and the state Supreme Court.

Submit remarks via Facebook, Twitter or at mydistrictbuilder@myfloridahouse.gov.
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Florida lawmakers slow to reveal maps of redistricting plans
By Sofia Resnick

The first stop of state lawmakers’ statewide redistricting roadshow is underway in Tallahassee. #

Senate redistricting chair Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, opened the meeting by addressing concerns that the
process isn’t adequately transparent. #

Speakers at today’s hearing have argued that lawmakers should be releasing maps now, which would allow
the public to comment on specific redistricting proposals. Because lawmakers are taking public input on
redistricting before releasing any maps of new districts, the argument runs, the meetings amount to a
“sham.” What’s the point in taking public comments on plans that have not been made public? #

Gaetz said at the start of the meeting that drawing districts before the public weighs in on the redistricting
process ”puts the answer ahead of the question.” These hearings allow the public to comment on the current
set of districts, and how lawmakers ought to change them, before they begin redrawing the lines. #

As he put it later on: “We think hearings are to hear.” #

Peter Butzin — a member of the governing board for Common Cause, a national nonpartisan group that
helped Republicans fend off gerrymandering in 1982, when Democrats dominated state government — said
the ideal process would have an initial round of public hearings during which lawmakers can take input on
the redistricting process. That first round is going on right now. It should followed by a second round later
this year, after lawmakers draw up the initial maps, which would allow the public to weigh in on the plans
before lawmakers vote on them early next year. #

That second round of hearings is important, he said, but hasn’t always happened during previous rounds of
redistricting. #
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Weatherford fudges the truth on redistricting lawsuit –
Central Florida Political Pulse – Orlando Sentinel
TALLAHASSEE — At yesterday’s legislative redistricting meeting in Panama City, House Redistricting
Chairman Will Weatherford responded to a consistent criticism from the public coming out of this week’s
Panhandle hearings.

A number of citizens have questioned why the Legislature had set aside $30 million in reserves for
redistricting, and was using it to pay legal bills in an ongoing federal lawsuit against the congressional “Fair
Districts” amendment, one of two that passed with 63 percent popular suppport last year.

“How can we take taxpayer money and sue the taxpayers? And that’s what we’re doing,” said Wallace
Haber, a retiree from Marianna decked out in an AARP T-shirt.

Weatherford’s answer: we’re not.

“There is no $30 million pot of money. That doesn’t exist,” Weatherford, the House speaker designate, told
the audience, referencing an Orlando Sentinel report on the existence of the money last May.

Weatherford went on to say, “Your tax dollars are not being spent on anything like that. There is no large pot
of money out there that is fighting anything.”

Problem is, the funds do exist. They are here and here.

And taxpayer money from them is being spent on the legal fight against Fair Districts. Through June,
$945,843 from the House “discretionary” funds has been paid to the three law firms doing redistricting work
since the 2009-10 fiscal year, which you can also see here.

Back in May, House Speaker Dean Cannon, R-Winter Park, said the reserves had been allowed to
accumulate in part because the chamber would need money — millions of dollars — to pay for the
redistricting fight. The legislature spent millions of taxpayer dollars defending its maps in 2002, and would
likely have more litigation to deal with this time around.

“The problem with redistricting every decade is it’s unpredictable. The litigation this year is likely to be more
broad and complex than it has been in past decades,” Cannon said at the time.

In its own court filings in the pending federal lawsuit — which U.S. Reps. Corrine Brown, D-Jacksonville,
and Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Miami, filed to invalidate Amendment 6 — House lawyers also acknowledge they
are likely to wage a protracted court fight over the maps that ultimately get drawn next year.

“The House has a considerable interest in establishing the unconstitutionality of the Amendment,” the
chamber’s lawyers wrote last spring, in their filing to intervene on the side of the congressional members. ”If
this case proceeds without its involvement, that interest might be substantially impeded or impaired. The
precedential effect of an adverse ruling could impair the House’s interests in future litigation, including
litigation regarding the validity of any forthcoming redistricting plan.”

Last May, no one denied the money was set aside to help pay for the redistricting fight. In fact,
that rationale came up unsolicited by us when we asked the speaker’s office why the chamber was sitting on
$30 million in reserves in the midst of a budget crisis. “We have been making conscience choices to spend
less in advance of redistricting,” Cannon spokeswoman Katie Betta said.

 The Senate had no such reserves, and had to include a $9 million appropriation in the state budget to cover
its side of the costs.

We asked Weatherford yesterday for clarification on what else the House would need $30 million for, but a
House staffer told us he would be unavailable the rest of the week. Cannon spokesman Katie Betta went on
to say in a string of emails that the problem was the insinuation that all of the money was exclusively for
redistricting (a declaration that would be bad legal strategy because it would signal how much you were
willing to spend to defend your maps).

http://blogs.orlandosentinel.com/news_politics/2011/06/weatherford-fudges-the-truth-on-redistricting-lawsuit.html/comment-page-1#comment-41771
http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2011-05-04/news/os-legislature-maintains-discretionar20110504_1_fair-districts-mike-haridopolos-legal-bills
http://www.transparencyflorida.gov/OperatingBudget.aspx?FY=11&BE=11210000&AC=130500&Fund=1000&LI=*****&M=Y
http://www.transparencyflorida.gov/AllotmentBalancesDetail.aspx?FY=11&BE=11310000&AC=130500&Fund=1000&LI=*****&OLO=110000&OLS=11313880021&M=Y
http://www.transparencyflorida.gov/DisbByVendor.aspx?FY=11&Obj=131600&BE=11310000&AC=130500&Fund=1000&FundType=&LI=*****&AmtType=O&M=Y
http://weblogs.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/dcblog/2011/05/senates_10_million_redistricti.html


 ”There is no pot of money SPECIFICALLY set aside for redistricting and only for redistricting,” she said.

Fair enough. The Transparency Florida Web site does indicate the two funds have been used to pay for a
few other minor expenses like software licensing and data processing equipment (although we’re still waiting
to see if those expenses are related to redistricting).

But Weatherford’s statements that “there is no $30 million” and “your tax dollars are not being spent on
anything like that,” don’t jive with the facts, as visible on the Legislature’s own Transparency Florida Web
site.
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Redistricting may put some political careers on the line
TALLAHASSEE -- 

Dozens of state lawmakers' careers are on the line as work begins on new voting districts for Florida.

Redistricting has gotten underway in Tallhassee and already lawmakers are taking heat. The biggest issue is
gerrymandering, which is the practice of drawing oddly-shaped districts in an effort to preserve political
power.

But now lawmakers have to work within Amendments 5 and 6, which no longer allow those kind of districts.

Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, is the chair of the House Redistricting Committee. He said he has
a few ideas about how to deal with that, but he's not letting on.

"There'll be plenty of time for politicians to give their opinions and to give long speeches, but we're going to
save that for when we're on the floor and when we're in committee, but for the next month or two or even
three months when we're doing these hearings, we want to hear from the people," he said.

Under the new law, districts have to be drawn to fit the shape of city and county boundaries. As a result,
lawmakers no longer have the power to pick their voters.

That could put the Republican majority in danger of losing seats in both the Legislature and in Florida's
Congressional delegation.

Democratic strategist Steve Schale said Republicans are being tight-lipped now because they intend to sue
over the two amendments.

"Certainly, you have to assume that every conversation you've got related to the map could end up coming
before a court one day, especially when part of Amendments 5 and 6 basically say you can't use incumbent
protection and partisan goals and things like that in mind," he said.

As a result, the public has more time to sound off and the mapmakers only have 25 more hearings to go.

Some people said the lawmakers should have held the public hearings after they redrew the maps. That way
residents could see exactly what would happen.

Right now the plan is to start the regular session in January - two months early - to begin the mapping
process.

Post a comment

POSTING PROCESS: Comments will appear on the page within 10 minutes of a submission. There is a 400
character limitation to each post and comments will be held to this restriction. If you see a post you feel
violates the posting policy please click on Report this post for a staff member to review.

POSTING POLICY: Vulgar, obscene, and offensive language will not be tolerated. Anyone who uses such
language in their post will not be allowed to participate in future comments. While we value freedom of
speech, we also wish to protect our visitors from exposure to inflammatory content. Thank you.

COMMENTS BY USERS ARE NOT ENDORSED BY SERVICE PROVIDER: You can access the User
Agreement at any time. Your use of and/or registration on any aspect of the Service will constitute your
agreement to comply with these rules.
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Attend local redistricting meeting | Historic City StAugustine
Local News
This week, the Florida House and Senate begin the first four of more than two
dozen public input meetings on redistricting, and Historic City News readers will
have the opportunity to participate — locally.

Everyone is welcome at the public redistricting hearings being held in
Saint Augustine on Tuesday, July 12th, from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the
Flagler College Auditorium located at 14 Granada Street.

The meetings will allow the public to begin the redistricting conversation, allowing
Floridians to share their perspectives on how to draw the lines for Florida’s new
state legislative and congressional districts.

You can use the occasion to speak directly to the Senators and Representatives about redistricting.

“Our sole purpose is listening to learn how you want the standards governing
redistricting to be implemented and how you think districts in your area can work best
for all voters and constituents,” said St. Augustine Senator John Thrasher; who is
serving on the Senate Committee on Reapportionment. “We will carefully budget time
to hear as much public testimony as possible, and citizens are welcome to supplement
the record with written materials.”

The committee has asked the public to let them know if you plan to attend and if you wish to speak at the
meeting, so that enough seating and time can be arranged.

You can RSVP online and you can visit http://www.floridaredistricting.org/ for additional information about the
redistricting process. You can follow the discussion on twitter and interact on the Florida Redistricting
facebook.

The local meeting will convene promptly at 8:00 a.m. and will adjourn upon the completion of
business or 11:00 a.m., whichever occurs first.

If a special accommodation is needed (such as sign language, translation services or other
accommodations) to participate in the meetings, please notify the Senate Committee on Reapportionment at
(850) 487-5855 at least five (5) business days before the meeting so that accommodations may be made.

Category: Government
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Florida Morning: Another high-profile departure in Rick
Scott's office; Tea Party looks to kill SunRail
By Abel Harding (@abelharding, abel.harding@jacksonville.com)

--Anonymous sources: "Not a 'shakeup.'" Sunshine State News: http://bit.ly/m2Wzjg

REDISTRICTING ROADSHOW MOVES WEST - "On the home turf of the state Senate's redistricting
chairman, Christian radio portends the Second Coming, politicians refer to the "Yellow River Code" of being
true to your word, and the age-old tension between city and countryside dominates talk of redrawing political
lines," writes Mary Ellen Klas in today's Miami Herald. "As Florida lawmakers convened their second
redistricting hearing a few miles from the Alabama line Tuesday, they listened to a steady stream of
contradictory pleas. There was Brett Ward of the local Florida Farm Bureau, which represents Escambia,
Okaloosa and Santa Rosa counties, who urged maintaining the line that now divides three western counties
along Interstate 10 in order to keep the coastal communities on one side and the inland farm communities on
the other. 'If the districts are put together we will lose our voice,' Ward said. 'Let us keep the district where
the rural area is represented.' Then Ellen Roston of Pensacola complained that by 'effectively splitting the
counties between the north and south' her county 'loses fair representation.' Others told the committee they
pray that special interests do not drive the agenda, while others asked lawmakers to pray for wisdom. And
Vivian Faircloth of Pensacola was among the Escambia County residents who noted that while the county
has a population that is 22 percent black, it has no African-American legislators." http://bit.ly/lwQZKN

STATISTICS GENIUS NATE SILVER TALKS FLORIDA REDISTRICTING - http://bit.ly/jM8ucX

http://jacksonville.com/opinion/blog/457554/abel-harding/2011-06-22/florida-morning-another-high-profile-departure-rick
mailto:abel.harding@jacksonville.com
http://bit.ly/m2Wzjg
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Redistricting revives age-old tensions between rural and
urban Florida - Political Currents
By MARY ELLEN KLAS

PENSACOLA _ On the homeground of the state Senate’s redistricting chairman, Christian radio portends the
Second Coming, politicians refer to the “Yellow River Code” of being true to your word, and the age-old
tension between city and countryside dominates talk of redrawing political lines.

As Florida lawmakers convened their second redistricting hearing a few miles from the Alabama line
Tuesday, they listened to a steady stream of contradictory pleas.

There was Brett Ward of the local Florida Farm Bureau, which represents Escambia, Okaloosa and Santa
Rosa counties, who urged maintaining the line that now divides three western counties along Interstate 10 in
order to keep the coastal communities on one side and the inland farm communities on the other.

“If the districts are put together we will lose our voice,” Ward said. “Let us keep the district where the rural
area is represented.

Then Ellen Roston of Pensacola complained that by “effectively splitting the counties between the north and
south’’ her county “loses fair representation.”

Others told the committee they pray that special interests do not drive the agenda, while others asked
lawmakers to pray for wisdom.

And Vivian Faircloth of Pensacola was among the Escambia County residents who noted that while the
county has a population that is 22 percent black, it has no African-American legislators.

The debate is one of many lawmakers will hear as they reset the state’s political boundaries to accommodate
10 years of population growth while giving each district equal population.

Because the Panhandle counties remain less populated than those in central and southern Florida, creating
a single district out of Escambia County, with its 1.2 million people, will mean that adjoining districts
comprising the smaller counties between Pensacola and Tallahassee will have to be “gynormous,’’ said Jerry
Evans, vice chair of the Escambia Republicans.

Robert Rolo of Santa Rosa County, a member of the local Tea Party, reminded legislators that his party was
born out of discontent with the status quo.

He said he was disappointed that the committee held hearings without bringing proposed maps and warned
them that if they hold hearings after the maps are drawn they better not hold them in Tallahassee.

“The pecking order of who gets heard in Tallahassee is not what it is in Pensacola,’’ he said. Lobbyists get
the first say in Tallahassee, he added, while the public “is put at the end.”

Legislators faced much the same questions they had heard the day before in Tallahassee: Why didn’t they
have maps, and why was their timeline so suspiciously slow?

Senate Redistricting chairman, Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, said it appeared that “some people may have had
scripts prepared for them,” and asked co-chairman Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, to answer their
questions.

Weatherford said lawmakers started their listening tour before they began drawing maps because “allowing
the citizens of Florida to start the conversation first about what you think, before we start drawing the first
line, is of the utmost importance.”

And he suggested that if the legislators had shown up with maps, they would have heard complaints that
they had made up their minds without hearing first from voters.

http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/06/21/2277921/redistricting-revives-age-old.html
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Florida redistricting meeting draws fire - Political Currents
By Mary Ellen Klas

TALLAHASSEE -- Florida legislators were greeted with both hostility and distrust Monday as they opened the
first of 26 redistricting hearings in the state’s capital, a company town where Republicans control government
but Democratic voters are a majority.

From the elementary school teacher who called the $30 million the Legislature set aside to defend its
redistricting maps the “no-lawyer-left-behind act,” to the resident who said he wouldn’t be satisfied until every
district mirrored the state voting registration numbers – 41 percent Democrat, 35 percent Republican and 24
percent no party affiliation — the Republican-dominated committee was on the defensive.

A common theme was the decision by lawmakers to conduct the public hearings before they propose maps
for the once-every-10-years redrawing of districts. The move drew allegations that legislators are
intentionally dragging their feet, despite warnings that new constitutional standards approved by voters in
2010 will lead to an inevitable legal fight.

“It really looks like an incumbent-protection plan here, because you’re delaying and prolonging the process
to the last possible date,’’ said Marty Monroe, a retired Leon County civics teacher. “This creates chaos for
candidates and very little time for the education of campaigns. It is very highly unlikely that Floridians, the
voters, will know their new districts before [candidate] qualifying.’’

Senate Redistricting Chairman Don Gaetz of Niceville and his House counterpart, Rep. Will Weatherford, R-
Wesley Chapel, say the joint committee of House and Senate members is determined to listen first and write
maps later as they embark on a summer-long series of hearings. They noted that the state Constitution
prohibits a vote on the final maps until 2012 and said they have accelerated the process as much as
possible.

“There certainly is no gag order, but we are here to listen first and, if there’s time afterwards, [committee
members] can speak,’’ Weatherford said. “Politicians spend lots of time talking and very little time listening
and we’re going to change that.”

Legislators took the punches from many of the nearly 60 speakers and, for the most part, stayed true to their
self-imposed rule of refraining from speaking until public testimony was done.

They breeched that rule once, however, when Linda Forster stood up to commend the lawmakers for their
timeline but urged them to refrain from focusing on ethnicity and color in creating districts.

“I don’t see your color here. I don’t see your ethnicity. We’re Americans,’’ said the former teacher, who
identified herself as a Republican. She said she “left Miami because it was chaos – because of Elián,’’
referring to the 2000 federal custody battle over Elián González, the Cuban boy who lost his mother at sea.
“That is not America.”

But Sen. Rene Garcia, R-Miami, said he couldn’t let the woman’s comment go unchecked. “I represent
Miami-Dade County and I am proud to represent the diversity that exists in my community,’’ he said.
“Unfortunately, you may have left, but I stayed there to fight and make sure we do things right.”

http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/06/20/2276070/florida-redistricting-meeting.html
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Florida editorial roundup
June 17

The News Herald, Panama City, Fla., on redistricting:

Legislative reapportionment happens in Florida every 10 years. But it has never occurred the way it will this
census cycle.

Not only will crass partisanship hopefully be restrained, but the process will be more open and transparent.
...

For the first time lawmakers will have to redraw legislative and congressional districts according to standards
set forth in two amendments to the Florida Constitution that voters approved last November. Amendments 5
and 6, collectively known as "Fair Districts," give politicians far less leeway than they have previously
enjoyed — and abused.

In the past, districts didn't so much reflect geographic boundaries as they did narrow political and
demographic concerns. Legislators used sophisticated computer programs to crunch census data and
engineer meandering, bizarrely shaped districts that cherry-picked voters. Because the majority party in the
Legislature controls the redistricting process, it had the power to create districts that were virtually
guaranteed to elect a representative of the majority. ...

Fair Districts has changed that. The twin measures require districts to be compact, to utilize existing political
and geographical boundaries and not to favor incumbents or any party, while at the same time protecting
minority voting rights. The amendments don't remove politics from redistricting, but they should force
lawmakers to treat voters more as members of communities. ...

Many complain that the new restrictions require lawmakers to comply with conflicting standards, and their
imperfect products will be subject to legal challenges. They fear that several new districts either will violate
the state constitution or they will run afoul of the federal Voting Rights Act.

In part to rebut those charges, the Legislature has included the public in the process. It is soliciting input
online at and , where Floridians can use the same tools lawmakers have to create their own redistricting
maps and submit them to the reapportionment committees. ...

So speak your mind. You can't accuse politicians of ignoring your opinion if you never offered it in the first
place. Go on the record by voicing an idea or submitting a redistricting plan, check out others and then
compare them to what the Legislature comes up with. If it's out of whack with what the public wants, then
lawmakers can be accused of a bait-and-switch. Until then, take advantage of the transparency.

Online:

http://www.newsherald.com

___

June 17

The Gainesville (Fla.) Sun on state election law:

The Legislature's recent changes to Florida's elections law were so massive and controversial, it would be
ironic if the overhaul came tumbling down because of one overstep.

The overstep was the Legislature's decision to disallow early voting on the Sunday before a general election.

That should be a red flag to the U.S. Department of Justice, which, under the federal Voting Rights Act, must
review changes to Florida election laws.

The Sunday ban appears to be aimed directly at discouraging Florida's black voters. In the 2008 election,
1.1 million black voters cast ballots in Florida. On the Sunday before the election, black voters comprised 32
percent of the statewide turnout. In many instances, black ministers urged their congregations to vote

http://www.necn.com/06/21/11/Florida-editorial-roundup/landing_politics.html?&blockID=3&apID=978da391e3004c40812b43cbc098996c


immediately after Sunday services.

In reviewing the new law, Justice Department lawyers should ask these questions: Why the specific change
to drop voting on the last Sunday? Why reduce the early-voting period at all, if not to discourage black —
and therefore largely Democratic — voters?

The Department of Justice should reject this discriminatory, blatantly partisan and anti-voter law. In making
the decision to deter black voters from going from their churches to the polls, the Legislature went a step too
far.

Online:

http://www.gainesville.com

___

June 15

The Miami Herald on Puerto Rico's status:

President Barack Obama's brief but historic trip to Puerto Rico was so steeped in politics that it's entirely
possible his principal message was lost amid the hoopla. "When the people of Puerto Rico make a clear
decision, my administration will stand by you," the president said.

This is safe ground. No one familiar with the details of Puerto Rico's century-long relationship with the United
States will mistake Obama's declaration for a daring political statement or a departure from U.S. policy.

Every president since Harry Truman has affirmed the right of Puerto Ricans on the island to decide whether
they want statehood or independence.

Nor did the president make a commitment to ensure that Congress endorses a plebiscite and promises to
abide by the results, which would signal his intention to seize this as a signature issue.

Saying he would support a clear decision is not the same as pledging to spearhead a drive to clarify Puerto
Rico's status once and for all. Instead, the president left it up to the island's residents.

Trouble is, Puerto Ricans can't decide what they want for the island's future.

All recent soundings on the island regarding the status of Puerto Rico have failed to yield an indisputably
clear outcome. Advocates of statehood and commonwealth status are divided nearly evenly. ...

In March, a presidential task force recommended that "all relevant parties — the President, Congress, and
the leadership and people of Puerto Rico — work to ensure that Puerto Ricans are able to express their will
about status options and have that will acted upon by the end of 2012 or soon thereafter." It, too, called for a
process that produces "a clear result." ...

Online:

http://www.miamiherald.com
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Residents speak out at redistricting hearing | residents,
speak, city
ALI HELGOTH / New s Herald Writer

Have your say:

Those who could not attend Wednesday’s meeting still can give input. Visit floridaredistricting.org for
information.

PANAMA CITY — Panhandle residents said they want fair representation in state and federal government,
but there was some disagreement Wednesday on the best way to ensure it.

The residents were sharing their opinions about how the redistricting process should take place during a
public hearing with the Florida House and Senate redistricting committees. Throughout the summer the
committees will meet statewide to seek input from residents as they begin the process of redrawing lines for
state House and Senate districts and Congressional districts.

The discussion was general, with no specific ideas for boundary lines beyond requests to keep a county in
one district or split it in two. Much of the conversation Wednesday encompassed opposing philosophical
views about the benefits of one representative for an entire county or more, while others talked about the
benefits of having a district with diverse interests versus a more homogenous one.

“Please, when you redistrict, try to make the district equal as can be with different groups of people,” said
Joan Miller. When districts consist of only beach property or only agricultural property, one district is better
suited to buy influence, she said.

Jim Anders, a South Walton County resident, spoke in favor of an opposite goal. He said he sees a need to
keep issues separate, with one representative for coastal interests and another for rural. It prevents
representatives from having to represent divergent interests that could be at odds.

Not everyone agreed that’s a bad thing. Jennifer Jones, executive director of the Bay Arts Alliance, said
having a diverse district can be beneficial because it encourages representatives to look for a fair
compromise, or, as she put it, “to make Solomon decisions.”

Some suggested what’s best for a county like Bay might not be best for more rural counties in the area, and
representatives from some of the area’s chambers of commerce advocated for different approaches.

Beth Oltman, president of the Panama City Beach Chamber of Commerce, asked that Bay County be kept
together in one district, which she said would afford the area political power.

Art Kimbrough of the Jackson County Chamber of Commerce disagreed about the best way for rural
counties to boost influence: the more representatives, the better. Over the years, rural areas have lost
influence in the Legislature, he said, and a way to increase it is to have as many representatives to turn to
for help as possible.

Legislative influence is about relationships as much as it is about lines on a district map, he said. Even if an
elected official doesn’t represent the entire county, Kimbrough said residents can turn to him or her for help.
Ideally, he said, he would like to see districts compact and include areas of shared interest, but said Calhoun
County benefits from having two representatives and he doesn’t want that to change.

Pleas

Much of the discussion took place on a general level, with many making pleas to keep political concerns
separate from the task of redistricting, and some said the process in place seemed to elicit that type of
discussion.

Rather than present maps with proposals for redistricting, the committee wanted to hear public input first.

William Pritchard, who said he represented himself and Bay County’s chapter of the American Civil Liberties
Union, said he would have preferred if there were maps created so residents could have a proposal on which

http://www.newsherald.com/news/residents-94707-speak-city.html


to comment.

“Now all we can comment on is the process,” he said — and the process received criticism.

John McDonald, of Panama City Beach, questioned the state’s spending on the public hearing process
during a time when the state’s budget has been slashed and workers laid off.

Deirdre Macnab, president of the Florida League of Women Voters, reiterated after the meeting the
organization’s concern that taxpayer dollars weren’t being spent in the best manner possible. She said
having maps available would have allowed more in-depth conversations.

“Shouldn’t the end goal be to have as productive and substantive forum as possible?” she asked.

Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, who serves as the chair of the House Redistricting Committee,
said Florida was one of the last states to receive data from the 2010 Census and had only recently finished
the online District Builder tools that residents can use to submit redistricting plans. The state constitution
says the Legislature can’t take action on redistricting until 2012, and to make sure the process moves
quickly the next legislative session has been moved up to January from March.

Weatherford added that the Legislature wanted to start the process with an open mind and take comments
from the public before presenting them with a proposal. He said if maps had been drawn, the group would
have been accused of bypassing resident input.
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Fla. Legislature's redistricting meeting schedule
The Associated Press,

The Florida Legislature began a series of public meetings on legislative and congressional redistricting
Monday in Tallahassee. The remaining schedule (all times EDT unless noted):

— June 21, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. (CDT): WSRE-TV Amos Performance Studio, Pensacola State College, 1000
College Blvd., Pensacola; 6-9 p.m. (CDT): Fort Walton Beach High School, 400 Hollywood Blvd. SW, Fort
Walton Beach.

— June 22, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. (CDT): Gulf Coast Community College, 5230 West Highway 98, Panama City.

— July 11, 2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m.: Florida State College Downtown Campus, 101 W. State St., Jacksonville.

— July 12, 8-11 a.m.: Flagler College, 74 King St., St. Augustine; 6-9 p.m., News Journal Center, Daytona
State College, 1200 West International Speedway Blvd., Daytona Beach.

— July 13, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.: Colony Cottage Recreational Center, 510 Colony Blvd., The Villages; 6-9 p.m.,
Santa Fe College, 3000 NW 83rd Street, Gainesville.

— July 25, 2-5 p.m.: Polk State College, 3425 Winter Lake Road, Lakeland.

— July 26, 8-11 a.m.: Hardee County Civic Center, Civic Center Dr., Wauchula; 6-9 p.m., Wiregrass Ranch
High School gym, 2909 Mansfield Blv.,Wesley Chapel.

— July 27, 2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m.: Bob Carr Performing Arts Center, 401 W Livingston St., Orlando.

— July 28, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.: Brevard County Government Center, 2725 Judge Fran Jamieson Way, Viera.

— Aug. 15, 6-9 p.m.: Blake Library, 2351 SE Monterey Rd., Stuart.

— Aug. 16, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.: Florida Atlantic University, 777 Glades Rd., Boca Raton; 6-9 p.m.: Broward
College, 3501 Davie Road, Davie.

— Aug. 17, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.: Miami-Dade College, 300 NE 2nd Avenue, Miami; 6-9 p.m.: Florida International
University College of Law, 11200 SW 8th Street, Miami.

— Aug. 18, 4-7 p.m.: Florida Keys Community College, 5901 College Road, Key West.

— Aug. 29, 4-8 p.m.: Hillsborough County Commission, 601 E Kennedy Blvd (hash) 2, Tampa.

— Aug. 30, 8-11 a.m.: St. Petersburg College, 13805 58th Street N, Largo; 6-9 p.m., New College, 5800 Bay
Shore Rd., Sarasota.

— Aug. 31, 8-11 a.m.: Naples Daily News Community Room, 1100 Immokalee Road, Naples; 6-9 p.m.,
Veterans Park Gymnasium,55 Homestead Rd. South, Lehigh Acres.

— Sept. 1, 8-11 a.m.: Hendry County Health Department, 1100 South Olympia Ave., Clewiston.
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Redistricting Meeting Raises Concerns Between Urban,
Rural : NorthEscambia.com
The separation between rural and urban was the center of discussion about redistricting Florida at a meeting
in Pensacola.

Population shifts and growth have forced Florida to redraw district lines — the boundaries that divide
equitable population areas between lawmakers .

Florida’s westernmost counties, including Escambia
and Santa Rosa are currently divided with Senate
and House districts representing the coastal and city
populations and different districts for the northern,
more rural areas.

The rural-urban division was clearly a battle line at a
redistricting meeting held at WSRE in Pensacola.

“If the districts are put together we will lose our
voice,” Brett Ward of Walnut Hill said, representing
the Florida Farm Bureau. “Let us keep the district
where the rural area is represented.”

Other speakers said that with a division, counties like
Escambia and Santa Rosa lose fair representation.

At issue at a redistricting meeting in Tallahassee was
the decision by legislative leaders to hold the public
meetings before releasing proposed maps —
something that citizens and activists attending the meeting said put them at a disadvantage when it came to
trying to figure out what lawmakers might be thinking as they craft new districts for the state House, state
Senate and U.S. Congress.

Rep. Will Weatherford, a Wesley Chapel Republican slated to become House speaker in late 2012, and Sen.
Don Gaetz, a Niceville Republican scheduled to be his Senate counterpart, said no vote would be taken on a
proposed map before a public hearing was held on the plan.

Weatherford also said the House and Senate would adopt a joint rule requiring a map to be made public for
at least three days before a vote, and any amendments would be required to remain on the desks for two
days.

“There’s going to be plenty of time for politicians to give their opinions, plenty of time for politicians to draw
maps,” Weatherford said. “Now is the time for the people to have their say. We want the citizens of Florida to
be dictating what these maps look like, not politicians.”

Gaetz largely brushed off the complaints.

“If I have to choose between a criticism of politicians didn’t get enough chances to speak enough or voters
didn’t get enough chances to be heard, I’ll take the criticism that you just articulated every day and twice on
Sunday,” he said.

Others complained that a redistricting process that might not produce maps until late winter or early spring,
and then begin winding through the courts, could make it harder for voters — and potential challengers — to
figure out which district they were in and set up an organization.

Deirdre Macnab, president of the League of Women Voters, said the timeline could create “chaos and
confusion” ahead of the 2012 elections.

“Florida deserves elections where the people have time to understand their choices,” she said. “This timeline
benefits only incumbents and is likely to diminish competitive elections and certainly the time our voters need
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to consider their choices.”

Marty Monroe, a former civics teacher, said the schedule “looks like an incumbent protection plan here.”

“I want you to stop the delays, I want you to stop the stalling, and I want you to get to work,” she said.

Weatherford and Gaetz responded that Florida often goes later in the process, and that nothing precluded
lawmakers from voting on a plan shortly after the 2012 session convenes in January — two months earlier
than usual.

Brandon Larrabee, The News Service of Florida, contributed to this report.

Written by William · Filed Under News 
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Florida Begins Redistricting Hearings : NPR
by Greg Allen

Florida is holding hearings as it begins redistricting — drawing up new congressional and Legislative district
maps. Democrats see it as a chance to make gains in a state now firmly under Republican control. Because
of population growth, Florida is picking up two Congressional seats. And a new state law requires that maps
be drawn in a way that doesn't favor incumbents. It all sets the stage for a high-stakes political and legal
battle that may not be settled in time for next year's primary.

Copyright © 2011 National Public Radio®. For personal, noncommercial use only. See Terms of Use. For
other uses, prior permission required.

MICHELE NORRIS, host:

In Florida, a political battle is underway. The outcome will help determine the makeup of Florida's legislature
and its congressional delegation. We're talking about redistricting - always a controversial process. Every 10
years, states redraw their district maps, and in the past decade Florida has grown by nearly three million
people. That means it is adding two congressional seats. As NPR's Greg Allen reports from Miami, the state
has new rules that attempt to take politics out of the process.

GREG ALLEN: Other states, like New Jersey and Illinois, have completed their redistricting maps. With just
over a year until the 2012 primary, Florida is just getting started.

Unidentified Man: The House redistricting hearing is called to order. Will the administrative assistant please
call the roll?

ALLEN: At this hearing in Tallahassee and at two dozen others being held around the state, Floridians are
invited to contribute their ideas about how the states 120 legislative and now-27 congressional districts
should be drawn.

In terms of creativity however, it will be hard to outdo the current maps. Ten years ago, Floridas Republican-
controlled legislature drew a masterpiece of gerrymandering. In a state almost evenly split between
registered Republicans and Democrats, its helped the GOP win two-thirds of the seats in the state legislature
and 19 of 25 seats in Congress.

At the hearing, Tallahassee resident Adam Anthony Biblo noted that, under current maps, even small cities
like his are split up among several legislative districts.

Mr. ADAM ANTHONY BIBLO: When its divided, whatever the intent is, it gives the appearance that its divided
for the wrong purpose, that is to dilute, diminish the effect of the voters of that urban area.

ALLEN: When new maps are drawn, that time-honored practice of slicing up urban areas like a pie may have
to change. Last fall, Florida voters approved constitutional amendments that rewrite the rules for how
congressional and legislative maps can be drawn.

Under the new rules, which are being challenged in court, districts must be contiguous and compact and as
much as possible follow existing geographic boundaries such as city and county lines. Whats more, they
must be drawn in a way that doesnt favor incumbents or either political party.

For legislators, political consultants and activists, its a whole new ball game, and many, like Susan Watson of
Floridas ACLU, are eager to get started.

Ms. SUSAN WATSON (Florida ACLU): Where are the maps?

ALLEN: Floridas House and Senate have set up an elaborate website devoted to redistricting that even
includes software allowing Floridians to draw their own district maps. But while others are welcome to get
started, the legislature says it wont release its proposed maps until next year.

Watson says without maps on the table, the planned 11 weeks of hearings will be meaningless.

Ms. WATSON: Start a meaningful conversation. Otherwise, youre just wasting everybodys time.

http://www.npr.org/2011/06/23/137376145/politics-embroil-floridas-redistricting-hearings


ALLEN: Another speaker, Henry Kelly, disagreed.

Mr. HENRY KELLY (Fort Walton Beach Tea Party): With the growth of our population, Im glad to start with a
blank slate.

ALLEN: Kelly, whos with the Fort Walton Beach Tea Party, said hes even created a few congressional and
legislative districts using the committees website.

Mr. KELLY: I have found the software easy to use. It took me about 15 minutes, with the help of the videos,
to become proficient and several hours to draw the plans.

ALLEN: House redistricting chairman Will Weatherford says he views the new software and maps produced
by the public as a form of crowd-sourcing: drawing input from the largest number of people possible before
the legislature puts its own map together. And he rejects any suggestion these hearings are just window
dressing.

State Representative WILL WEATHERFORD (Republican, Florida): Well, what would be window dressing
would be if we drew maps now and then asked them what they thought. And theyd say: Well, you dont care
what we think because youve already drawn the maps.

We think that the best way to go about his process is to take public testimony on the front end and then draw
maps and then go back and take more public testimony based on the maps that youve drawn.

ALLEN: Whatever maps the legislature eventually produces will be scrutinized by the state supreme court
and the Justice Department. Having a well-documented record of public comment, Weatherford says, will
help that process.

If history is any guide, Floridas redistricting plan is also likely to face legal challenges. Floridas legislature
wont release its final district maps until January, and many here worry final maps wont be approved in time
for the states filing deadline in June.

Greg Allen, NPR news, Miami.

Copyright © 2011 National Public Radio®. All rights reserved. No quotes from the materials contained herein
may be used in any media without attribution to National Public Radio. This transcript is provided for
personal, noncommercial use only, pursuant to our Terms of Use. Any other use requires NPR's prior
permission. Visit our permissions page for further information.

NPR transcripts are created on a rush deadline by a contractor for NPR, and accuracy and availability may
vary. This text may not be in its final form and may be updated or revised in the future. Please be aware that
the authoritative record of NPR's programming is the audio.
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Legislators hear residents' redistricting advice at local
hearing | beach, redistricting, fort
Tom McLaughlin

FORT WALTON BEACH — The question on most everyone’s tongue was answered quickly Tuesday night at
what might have been the largest-ever gathering of Florida legislators in Okaloosa County.

Before nearly 30 state representatives and senators “zipped their lips,” Rep. Stephen Precourt explained
why lawmakers had not produced political district maps from which residents could base their input or offer
alternatives.

“We believe that puts the answer ahead of the question,” said Precourt, a Republican from Orlando who is
vice chairman of the House’s redistricting committee. “We want no preconceived notions. Your input should
be free and untainted.”

Precourt said the Legislature will begin drawing its maps only after input is gathered at public hearings like
the one held at Fort Walton Beach High School.

Input also would come from the Internet, social networking and whatever other data used “for developing one
or more options” for drawing lines for state House, Senate and congressional districts.

The redistricting process, undertaken every 10 years after the census, is getting under way this year with
public hearings across Florida.

Tuesday night’s hearing drew a large crowd. Several of the 24 people who signed up to speak were critical
of past Legislatures and their efforts to protect incumbent seats through gerrymandering districts.

“We need to get rid of the rat tails and packing and stacking, the things that have been done in the past,”
said Judy Byrne Riley of Niceville.

In Okaloosa County, one of the most common concerns aired Tuesday was whether to have Northwest
Florida’s district lines run north-south or east-west.

East-west boundaries would keep north-county areas with common interests in the same political districts
and coastal areas in the same districts, said Suzanne Harris of Walton County.

Henry Kelley, head of the Fort Walton Beach Tea Party, agreed.

“The uniqueness of our region is that our interests run more horizontally than they do vertically,” Kelley said.

Not everybody thought that way.

Ed Winkelseth said he’s tired of seeing beach areas getting preference. He dared the legislators to redistrict
vertically instead of horizontally.

“I believe if representatives represent vertically they can learn the north county and south county equally,”
he said. “Representatives should be fighting for the whole county and not the beach people, not the
tourists.”

Destin Mayor Sam Seevers asked the Legislature to incorporate her city in a single House district, Senate
district and congressional district.

Kelley scolded those who have complained that the software provided by the Legislature to allow residents to
submit their own districts is difficult to use.

“Everyone can participate in the process after about 15 minutes of using the software,” he said.

At a seminar earlier Tuesday, Fort Walton Beach City Councilwoman Joyce Gossom said she had spent
eight hours trying to learn the software and found it “a convoluted, cumbersome and difficult process.”
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Florida redistricting: Redistricting hearings begin with
criticism of lawsuits
By Aaron Deslatte, Tallahassee Bureau Chief 6:01 p.m. EDT, June 20, 2011

TALLAHASSEE -- Florida lawmakers launched the first of 26 redistricting hearings here Monday, and
listened as a parade of interest-groups and political activists assailed the Legislature's fight against the Fair
Districts amendments.

The public consensus: Draw congressional and legislative district maps more fairly and compactly, and don't
waste money.

The Republican-led Legislature plans to fan out to hear from voters
statewide this summer, and has gone to unprecedented lengths to
engage Floridians via social media like Twitter and Facebook in the
once-a-decade process. Florida's population of 18.8 million, up by
nearly 3 million since 2000, must be evenly apportioned among 120
state House and 40 Senate districts — and two new congressional
districts that will be added to the current 25.

Republicans hold supermajorities in the Legislature and a 19-6 edge in Congress. Democrats, who have a
600,000-person lead in registered voters, hope new lines will reduce the partisan imbalance.

Former Democratic legislator Al Lawson, who is black, urged members not to allow the new Fair Districts
rules – which require that districts be compact and not drawn to favor either parties or incumbents -- to
reduce the number of districts that would elect minorities.

But backers of the amendments passed by voters last year criticized lawmakers for continuing to challenge
the amendments in federal court and for not scheduling the production of any new congressional and
legislative maps until after the hearings end this fall.

"Show us some maps, and then we can talk seriously," said Jo Conte of Tallahassee.

But Republican lawmakers pointed out that Fair Districts backers testified last year they couldn't draw new
maps until public testimony had been taken.

"They were telling us one thing a year ago, and telling us something different today," House Redistricting
Chairman Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, told reporters.

His Senate counterpart, Don Gaetz of Niceville, said legislators would open themselves up to another
criticism if they allowed every legislator to pontificate about what the maps should look like. Lawmakers have
been told not to react publicly to testimony at the hearings.

"There should be no preconceptions created by politicians," Gaetz said. "This can't be about individuals'
political agendas."

Two members of Congress, Mario Diaz-Balart of Miami and Corrine Brown of Jacksonville, are suing in
federal court alleging the congressional amendment would reduce minority representation. House Speaker
Dean Cannon, R-Winter Park, has joined in the lawsuit, and his chamber has set aside $30 million for
redistricting legal challenges.

Deirdre Macnab, president of the League of Women Voters of Florida, criticized the use of tax dollars "to
both fight and defend the same case."

"Please drop these lawsuits and follow the will of the voters," said Macnab, of Winter Park.

Weatherford told reporters it would be irresponsible not to set aside resources for the coming court fight but
"there is no pot of money" for redistricting legal fees.

The Senate increased its budget by 26 percent, $9 million more than last year, to help cover redistricting
costs. And the House has two funds – totaling $30.5 million.
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"Thirty million to leave no lawyer behind; that's what I think," said Leon County civics teacher Marty Monroe.

adeslatte@tribune.com or 850-222-5564. Follow him on Twitter @adeslatte.

http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/us/florida/leon-county-%28florida%29-PLGEO100100400000396.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/us/florida/leon-county-%28florida%29-PLGEO100100400000396.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/us/florida/leon-county-%28florida%29-PLGEO100100400000396.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/us/florida/leon-county-%28florida%29-PLGEO100100400000396.topic
mailto:adeslatte@tribune.com


orlandosentinel.com http://w w w .orlandosentinel.com/new s/opinion/os-ed-redistricting2-062611-20110624,0,2302803.story

Redistricting not yet fair: Problems abound as hearings begin
12:00 a.m. EDT, June 26, 2011

The redistricting hearing held in Tallahassee last week was supposed to encourage Floridians.

Legislators finally would start complying with the will of 63 percent of voters who, in November, had called on
them to end gerrymandering.

The legislators would hold that meeting and 25 others this summer, including gatherings on July 13 at The
Villages and on July 27 at the Bob Carr Performing Arts Centre . Then the legislators, led by Rep. Will
Weatherford and Sen. Don Gaetz , the next House speaker and Senate president, would proceed to do what
the constitutional amendments passed by the voters in November directed them to do.

They'd draw up legislative and congressional districts that are contiguous, compact and respectful of city
and county boundaries.

They'd make sure the districts weren't gamed to favor a particular incumbent or political party.

And they'd make certain the districts wouldn't compromise minority representation.

But we're not encouraged. We would be if the Republican-led forums seemed like sincere efforts to bring
about fairer elections. But they're not and we're steamed.

Gerrymandering has helped Republicans build supermajorities in the Legislature and a 19-6 advantage in
the state's congressional delegation — despite the fact that Democrats maintain a 600,000-person lead in
registered voters. Democrats, by the way, also were guilty of gerrymandering during the years they ran
Tallahassee. This is a bipartisan sin.

But instead of conceding the need to fix a system that comes close to producing fixed elections —
incumbents hardly ever lose — Sen. John Thrasher, a former state GOP chairman who holds sway over his
caucus, made this ridiculous statement: "It's not because of district lines" drawn by Republicans that
Republicans dominate Florida politics.

Rather, Thrasher said last week, it's because Floridians want lower taxes and smaller government. Ah. This
has nothing to do with the majority rigging districts. It's all about policy.

We'd be encouraged if legislators actually engaged citizens at the hearings. If they seemed alive, even. But
members of the panel have been ordered by their leaders not to speak with the public at the hearings.

The public attending the hearings won't get the chance to review a proposed set of maps. That also was the
case 10 years ago when legislators held redistricting hearings. If the public can't see and have its say about
what proposed future districts might look like, why hold the hearings?

The clock's also ticking.

By law, the earliest legislators can approve the maps is January. But they also don't have to finish their work
before March.

Such dawdling could result in chaos. That's because the state Supreme Court and the U.S. Department of
Justice would still need to sign off. If legislators delay, it might be May before potential candidates would
know which district they can run in, and candidate qualifying for 2012 starts in June.

With so much uncertainty so late in the game, it would be nearly impossible for candidates to mount serious
challenges to incumbents.

Legislators say they're being diligent. And Weatherford promises everything will be aboveboard. He says
legislators will adopt a rule requiring that the maps, once they're drafted, be made public for at least three
days before legislators vote on them.

Three days. The public and new candidates for office may get three whole days, and perhaps not before
March, to digest and react to the maps that will help frame elections for the next decade.
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Then again, the legislators are giving the public 26 hearings before then, featuring a gagged panel and no
maps.
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Scott Maxwell on Florida redistricting: Gerrymandered
districts snake across Florida, demonstrate ploys
Scott Maxw ell TAKING NAMES 8:43 a.m. EDT, June 26, 2011

When it comes to politicians gaming the system, pictures present the clearest picture.

The congressional districts that slice apart Central Florida look as if they were drawn by a blindfolded
toddler. In reality, these districts were drawn with painstaking — and nefarious — precision.

Small towns were sliced into two, three, even four pieces by politicians who hand-selected the voters most
likely to help them and their buddies win and keep offices.

Check out the map of Winter Park. This small city has four different congressional districts.

Why? Because Republican politicians don't want black Democrats in their districts. Nor do the liberals want
rural conservatives. So the politicians form unholy alliances. And it works.

The previous time the Florida Legislature drew new lines, not a single legislative or congressional incumbent
in the entire state lost a bid for re-election.

Here's how they do it:

District 3: Corrine Brown, D-Jacksonville

Republicans love to hate Brown. In reality, she is their political savior. Why? Because even though
Democrats outnumber Republicans in Central Florida, GOP legislators stockpiled so many Dems in Brown's
district that they were able to give Republicans the advantage in all five of the other local districts.

When the dust cleared in 2002, Democrats had a whopping 40-point advantage in Brown's district so that
Republicans could have two- to seven-point advantages in the other five.

It wasn't easy. To find that many Democrats, Brown's district had to slither more than 200 miles through nine
counties. It's so narrow at one point ('A' on the map) that the only thing it encompasses is a bridge.

District 7: John Mica, R-Winter Park

Around here, Mica is known as "the Republican from Winter Park." In reality, the bulk of Mica's district covers
St. Johns and Flagler counties.

In fact, about the only part of Mica's district that includes Winter Park is the part that includes his home.

Mica's district starts 127 miles north in Ponte Vedra Beach and then snakes southward to just barely include
his home ('B' on the map).

District 8: Daniel Webster, R-Winter Garden

The joke here is that this district is still called "The Orlando District." It used to be just that — a district held
for years by Bill McCollum that Orange County primarily called its own.

But then Orange County became increasingly Democratic. So to gobble up more Republicans, district-
drawers had to look north.

It now takes two hours to drive from the Osceola portion of the "Orlando District" to its northern tip near
Ocala ('C' on the map).

District 24: Sandy Adams, R-Orlando

The birth of this district made national news in 2002 — and not just because of a bizarre appendage that
allows it to extend from the Brevard coast to the Lake County line.
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No, it made news because the Florida Legislature drew the district right around the home of then-House
Speaker Tom Feeney. They said it was a coincidence. Of course it was.

Still, legislators couldn't quite find Feeney all the GOP voters they wanted using only the coastal counties. So
they stretched the district all the way across Orange to encompass Republicans around Apopka.

To do that, they had to draw the district so narrowly through Winter Park that the primary residents between
Aloma and Palmer avenues ('D' on the map) are the gators and herons that inhabit Lake Osceola.

Want more? Speak out?

If you want more information — including part one of this two-part series — check out the Taking Names blog
at OrlandoSentinel.com/takingnames.

That's also where you can find info about how to get involved and speak out, including contact information
for local lawmakers.

smaxwell@tribune.com or 407-420-6141
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Scott Maxwell: The top 10 lies, secrets and things you need
to know about Florida's redistricting
Scott Maxw ell TAKING NAMES 6:21 p.m. EDT, June 23, 2011

First of two parts

Feeling overwhelmed by all this talk of redistricting?

Scott Maxwell

Well, the topic may sound complex, even boring. But you have a lot at stake.

That's why I've produced: "Lies, secrets and shenanigans: The top 10 ways redistricting affects your money,
your votes and your life in general."

Yeah, I know it's a long title. But there's a lot of stuff going on. So let's get started.

•Right now, the system's rigged. Instead of voters choosing their politicians, the politicians choose their
voters. The pols predetermine which districts should be Republican and which should be Democratic — and
then carve out snake-like districts to suit their fancy, often splitting communities in two. This unites politicians
from opposing sides because they have the same self-centered goals of protecting themselves and their
buddies.

•This is why your "representative" can live 100 miles away. That's how it works for both U.S. Reps.
Corrine Brown and John Mica. The Democrat Brown lives in Jacksonville — yet represents parts of Orlando.
And the Republican Mica must drive more than 100 miles from his Winter Park home to get to his
congressional office in St. Augustine. Neither wants too many members of the opposing party in their
districts. So you end up with two districts that make political sense … and geographic nonsense.

•This system leads to extremism. When a district is drawn specifically to elect a Democrat or a
Republican, there's little reason for moderate candidates to run. The race usually gets decided in the
primary. That's good for the party extremists — not so much for the moderate majority.

•You and I are trying to fix things. More than 3 million of us voted to end gerrymandering last year when
we supported the Fair Districts amendments to the constitution. More than 60 percent of voters demanded
that future districts be drawn based upon compact, geographical sense rather than party affiliation. It was a
very good day for democracy.

•Corrine Brown and Dean Cannon hope that good day never dawns. Brown and a Republican
Congressman from South Florida — both beneficiaries of gerrymandered districts — sued to try to overturn
your Fair Districts vote. Then, in a galling act, House Speaker Dean Cannon decided the state Legislature
should join the lawsuit — and spend your money trying to overturn your vote.

•This is still America, right? Think about that last part for a moment: If a Cuban dictator or some other
third-world leader spent the public's money trying to overturn its own vote, Americans would be appalled.
Here in Florida, though, it passes for business as usual. Cannon's office reported paying lawyers up to $300
an hour to fight your will. And they've set aside as much as $30 million for all the legal issues they expect to
come along with the once-a-decade redistricting process.

•Many opponents of Fair Districts are big fat liars. Anyone who claims the entire Fair Districts
movement is about hurting Republicans is lying. Good-government groups and the media have been calling
for fair districts for decades — way back to the days when Democrats ran the state and played the same
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dirty tricks. In 1993, this very newspaper called for change after describing the Democrats' own version of
gerrymandering as "a spectacle of self-serving politicians protecting their turf…" Just because many of the
politicians are hypocritical hacks doesn't mean everyone is.

•Your state districts will change, too. Most of the hubbub involves congressional districts, because they
look the loopiest and are the only part of the Fair Districts vote being challenged in court. But the Legislature
must redraw state House and Senate districts as well.

•Watch out for timing tricks. Legislators have planned a listening tour to get comments from residents.
That's good. But they have also stretched the timeline out so far that residents won't know what new districts
will look like until the deadline for declaring a campaign is close. That's designed to help incumbents and limit
challenges. Most states will complete redistricting this year. Cannon's office said Florida definitely won't finish
until 2012.

•The pictures tell the true story. I can write words until I'm blue in the face. But nothing tells the story of
gerrymandering as well as the maps themselves. So that's what I'll share with you Sunday — the pictures
that show everything from a district so narrow that it encompasses only a highway to another district drawn
specifically around a certain politician's house.

smaxwell@tribune.com or 407-420-6141
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Florida redistricting: Florida lawmakers expect redistricting
litigation — and they're ready to pay
By Aaron Deslatte, Tallahassee Bureau Chief 8:51 p.m. EDT, June 26, 2011

TALLAHASSEE — Florida lawmakers tasked with redrawing the state's political maps are professing they'll
follow the constitutional amendments passed last year to strip partisanship from the redistricting process.
Meanwhile, their lawyers are trying to invalidate them in court.

A federal lawsuit set for a July 29 hearing in Miami is one of the major wild cards in Florida's politically
charged process of redrawing legislative and congressional maps during the next year. Lawmakers need to
apportion a decade-long population increase of about 3 million people across 40 Senate and 120 House
seats, while adding two new congressional districts to the existing 25.

Lawmakers last week launched the first round of hearings to get public feedback on how they'll draw the
lines, especially under the Fair Districts constitutional rules requiring the maps to be drawn compactly,
without favoring incumbents or political parties.

At all four meetings, lawmakers said they planned to follow "the will of the voters." Citizens who showed up
urged them to do just that, even as they complained that there were no maps already drawn for them to
comment on. And virtually all of them questioned why legislators were still fighting in court over reforms
passed by 63 percent of voters.

"We need to stop wasting time and money by fighting these amendments and just do it," complained Paula
Montgomery, with the Pensacola Bay Area League of Women Voters.

Left largely unmentioned: Lawyers with the Orlando-based GrayRobinson firm to defeat the congressional
standards also traveled to the hearings, gathering their own input for the wave of litigation that could loom.

GOP lawmakers stress they intend to follow the law.

"My job is to abide by the law, and no judge has told me differently," said House Redistricting Chairman Will
Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel.

But that could happen as soon as next month.

A day after Florida voters passed Amendments 5 and 6 in November — one applied to legislative
redistricting, the other to congressional lines — U.S. Reps. Corrine Brown, D-Jacksonville, and Mario Diaz-
Balart, R-Miami, filed suit, alleging that the congressional amendment infringed on the power of Congress to
regulate elections.

Both lawmakers represent "minority-access" districts drawn to cobble together a large-enough plurality of
African-Americans or Hispanics to reliably elect minority lawmakers; Brown's district spans nine counties,
from Jacksonville to Orlando. Both want to preserve the Legislature's power to draw such districts.

House Speaker Dean Cannon — who personally argued his chamber's unsuccessful Supreme Court
challenge to the amendments last year — ordered the House to join their suit last spring. That means
taxpayers are paying for both the House's challenge and the Department of State's defense of the new
standards.

"The House has a considerable interest in establishing the unconstitutionality of the amendment," the
chamber's outside legal team wrote last spring, adding, "The precedential effect of an adverse ruling could
impair the House's interests in future litigation, including litigation regarding the validity of any forthcoming
redistricting plan."

Joining the fight in defense of Fair Districts is the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People, Democracia Ahora, the American Civil Liberties Union and the League of Women Voters of Florida,
along with five Democratic legislators.

They argue that the lawmakers are really seeking to maintain the status quo: the ability to gerrymander
districts to keep their party in power.
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"The incumbents are not going to be easily plied away from their ability to draw their own seats. But we're
convinced it's the right thing to do," said Fair Districts general counsel Dan Gelber, a former Democratic
legislator from Miami Beach.

Preserving minority-access districts — or even adding more — could make it easier for Republicans to
maintain their supermajorities in the Legislature and Congress even though registered Democrats
outnumber Republicans by 600,000. The reason: Reliably Democratic-voting minorities tend to live in more
densely populated urban areas. By grouping them, legislators "bleach" surrounding districts, leaving them
more white and more Republican.

But the lawyer for Brown and Diaz-Balart says the inverse holds, too. Maps that strictly followed city and
county lines would also make it impossible for Democrats to retake the Legislature or congressional
delegation, said Stephan Cody.

"The problem in Florida is that Democrats tend to live in the urban cores, and Republicans live in the
suburbs and rural areas," he said. "If you say we're going to keep together districts by towns, you've just
made it impossible to draw a majority Democratic map."

GOP lawmakers who will draw the maps later this year say the Justice Department has already cleared them
to draw minority-access districts first, and then apply the Fair Districts standards to the surrounding
suburban seats. They say that approach is required to comply with the Voting Rights Act and not dilute
minority-voting strength.

"We're going to follow the Constitution, but we're going to do it in the right way," said Sen. John Thrasher, R-
St. Augustine.

Through June, $945,843 from House "discretionary" funds has been paid to the three law firms doing
redistricting work since 2009.

That chamber has amassed $30 million in reserves in advance of redistricting, while the Senate budgeted $9
million for its share of the costs.

"How can we take taxpayer money and sue the taxpayers? And that's what we're doing," Marianna retiree
Wallace Haber told lawmakers in Panama City. "I'm an ignorant man. I've got a college education. I just don't
understand: Whose side are we on?"

Back in May, Cannon, R-Winter Park, said the reserves had been accumulated in part because the chamber
would need money — millions of dollars — to pay for the redistricting fight. The Legislature spent at least
$10 million defending its maps in 2002 and will likely have more litigation to deal with this time around.

As Panhandle citizens teed off on the costs last week, Weatherford declared at one point, "Your tax dollars
are not being spent on anything like that. There is no large pot of money out there that is fighting anything."

Questioned later about the payments and the reserves, which are visible on the Legislature's Transparency
Florida Web site, he offered a more-nuanced response.

"We're not planning to drop $30 million from the House perspective on redistricting," he said. "We are using
the working capital resources we have to fund the redistricting effort."

adeslatte@tribune.com or 850-222-5564. Follow him on Twitter @adeslatte.
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Florida Redistricting Hearings Begin Amid Questions and
Skepticism
Florida lawmakers got a big dose of skepticism from Florida voters Monday at the first of a series of public
hearings on new political districts for the Legislature and the U.S. House.

Citizens at the Capitol in Tallahassee complained that there was little for them to comment on — the
Legislature has yet to draw any new districts.

Susan Watson of the American Civil Liberties Union posed the big question: “Where are the maps?”

Watson, like many at the Tallahassee hearing, expressed frustration over the process. “Make a map now,
present it to the public now and start a meaningful conversation…,” she said, as quoted by the Associated
Press. “We don’t want fake hearings and meaningless talk.”

“It really looks like an incumbent-protection plan here, because you’re delaying and prolonging the process
to the last possible date,” Marty Monroe of Tallahassee, a retired civics teacher, told legislators, according to
the St. Petersburg Times.

Legislators also heard that some citizens were suspicious that the previous redistricting — after the 2000
Census, and, like this effort, under Republican guidance and control — created districts designed to serve
political ends, not serve the public.

Florida’s political districts are pulled and drawn to collect voters here and there — hardly the compact
districts now required by two new anti-gerrymandering amendments to the Florida Constitution. Those
amendments were opposed by legislative leaders, but approved by citizens in an overwhelming vote in
November.

One citizen, a Tallahassee resident, noted that her representative in the U.S. House is from Jacksonville,
several counties and many miles to the east.

“I don’t know whether we’re so important they need us in Duval or we’re such bad people they don’t want us,”
said Linda Williams. “Before I die, let me vote in Leon County…. Give us some local representation.”

Legislators in charge of redistricting told citizens at the hearing that the Florida Constitution does not allow a
vote on districts until 2012. They said this prevented their drafting district maps.

That did not appear to be a convincing argument. “Show us some maps, and then we can talk seriously,”
said Jo Conte of Tallahassee, quoted in the Orlando Sentinel.

Legislators also said they wanted to get public input before drawing lines. “I mean, we’re talking about
redrawing the entire state of Florida,” said Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, the chair of redistricting in
the House, according to the Capitol News Service.  “We don’t want to do that until we get the participation
from the public.”

The skepticism on the part of the public appeared to be matched by at least one of the legislative members
themselves. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, the redistricting chair in the Senate, characterized the meeting in
Tallahassee, where Democrats are the majority: “We saw the usual suspects,” Gaetz told Jim Ash of the
Tallahassee Democrat.

The redistricting hearings continue in Pensacola today, in Panama City on Wednesday and in 23 other
locations around the state in coming months.

The hearings are broadcast live on The Florida Channel and archived, for viewing later, on the channel’s
Web site.

Author: Bill Edmonds

Bill Edmonds is Managing Editor to Politic365.com and a consultant in communications in
Tallahassee, Florida. A native of Virginia, he has worked in the Florida capital for three
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decades in journalism, in public affairs and in communications. He holds a bachelor’s degree
in mass communications from Virginia Commonwealth University and a master’s in American
Studies from Florida State University.
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Time to speak up for voting rights
Stephen Goldstein Columnist June 26, 2011

    Politically left, right or center: Every Florida voter needs to become "a card-carrying member" of the
American Civil Liberties Union and also support Fair Districts Florida. Both nonpartisan groups are defending
your voting rights and the power of your vote. It's high time you did, too.

If nothing else, we expect fair elections that honestly represent our individual and collective will, whether our
candidate or position wins or not. That's ingrained in us as Americans. But apparently, basic civics is a
stretch for the-powers-that-be in Tallahassee. They are doing everything they can to stay in power by
disempowering you. So, give them a lesson in "people power" by standing up for your rights. Try it. You'll like
it.

1. Help the ACLU of Florida overturn (what critics call) a voter suppression law: The governor and
members of the Legislature are committed to ending regulations that inhibit business. But they just enacted a
law (HB 1355) that makes it more difficult and inconvenient to vote, register to vote and register others to
vote. Early voting has been reduced from 14 days to eight. Sunday voting before elections has been
eliminated. Voters won't be able to change their address from one county to another on Election Day and
vote by regular, instead of a provisional, ballot. New rules and fines would limit the ability (and inclination) of
third-party groups to conduct independent efforts to register new voters.

The ACLU is trying to block implementation of the law, will raise
objections to it with the U.S. Department of Justice, and will sue to
overturn the law, if necessary. Howard Simon, executive director of
the Florida ACLU, calls the law "a trifecta of voter suppression." To
join the ACLU and/or get free email updates, go to aclufl.org.

2. Help Fair Districts Florida end gerrymandering: In November 2010, Florida voters approved
constitutional Amendments 5 and 6 by 63 percent. For the first time in state history, they established
nonpartisan standards for drawing state legislative and congressional districts. If you voted for the
amendments, once they passed, you probably thought your job was over: It would be clear sailing, and
gerrymandering was dead. Wrong! Two Florida members of Congress are still suing to have Amendment 6
overturned. And the Legislature is dragging its feet on redistricting.

Twenty-six public hearings are now under way statewide, supposedly so Floridians can become better
informed and express their views on redistricting. But you decide if it seems like a sham: No proposed maps
will be presented to the public for review. Legislators present have been instructed not to speak, ask
questions or answer them. The current timeline for establishing final district boundaries makes it unlikely they
will be approved by the close of the qualifying period, creating a chaos that will benefit incumbents.

You can do four things to end gerrymandering.

First, call the following state legislators and tell them to produce redistricting maps now, accelerate the
timeline for approval, and let legislators speak at hearings: Sen. Mike Haridopolos (321-752-3131), Sen. Don
Gaetz (850-897-5747), Rep. Dean Cannon (407-623-5740) and Rep. Will Weatherford (813-558-5115).

Second, attend one or more of the public hearings on redistricting being held Aug. 16 and 17 in South
Florida and repeat the same message. Go to fairdistrictsnow.org/hearings/ for the list of public hearings.

Third, tell everyone you know around the state to consult the list and attend a hearing.

Fourth, make a financial contribution to Fair Districts Now (fairdistrictsnow.org).

Guaranteed, some of you will turn these issues into partisan politics. I can hear naysayers declaring that
Republicans are only doing what Democrats did for years — and excusing them on that immature premise.

Problem is, voter suppression is illegal, no matter which party does it. And gerrymandering is now
unconstitutional in Florida. As children, we begrudgingly accept the idea that "two wrongs don't make a
right." As adults, we surely understand the truth and wisdom of it. Let's hope most of us have grown up
enough to want every Floridian's voting rights protected.
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Stephen L. Goldstein's commentaries appear on alternate Sundays. Email him at trendsman@aol.com.
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Lawmakers Kick Off Lengthy Redistricting Process
Legislators start 'listening tour' in Tallahassee

Sen. Greg Evers, R-Baker, looks at current legislative district
maps during Monday's redistricting meeting | Credit: Gray
RohrerHide

State lawmakers took input from citizens in Tallahassee
Monday about the redistricting process, the first of 26 public
meetings throughout Florida this summer.

The meetings are designed to gather input from the public at
large on the new political boundaries that legislators are
tasked with drawing in light of the latest U.S. Census of 2010.

The census showed Florida is now home to 18.8 million citizens, 2.8 million more than in the last census in
2000. Because the Sunshine State grew at a faster rate than other states, it will receive two new
congressional districts.

In addition to drawing the new congressional districts, state legislators must redraw their own Senate and
House seats, which have seen distinct population and demographic changes since 2002, the last time
political boundaries were redrawn.

Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, and Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, who co-chair their chambers’
respective redistricting committees, said they are committed to a transparent and open process that gathers
input from all sides, but some left-wing groups are already bashing the process.

“The amount of engagement, the amount of opportunity for individuals to participate in the process far
exceeds anything that’s ever been done before,” said Weatherford, adding that citizens have the opportunity
to submit comments online, in person at the public meetings, or through letters.

Several speakers Monday questioned why lawmakers didn’t present maps for the public to judge before
having hearings, and criticized the time line for creating the new boundaries.

Lawmakers will convene the 2012 regular legislative session in January to tackle the redistricting task, not in
March as is customary. But they are not required to vote on new boundaries until early March.

Critics say that leaves little time for the mandatory court review of state House and Senate redistricting plans,
as well as the required preclearance of the plans by the Department of Justice ahead of the November 2012
general elections. In some cases, primary and even general election candidates may not know what their
districts look like until just before Election Day.

“Why not draw them earlier and debate and discuss them in committee meetings in the fall?” asked Deirdre
MacNab, state president of the Florida League of Women Voters.

Gaetz stated that state laws prevent legislators from voting on new district maps until 2012, but that
lawmakers would be engaged in the process throughout, and the time line could be speeded up to
accommodate any court challenges.

“I don’t think it is necessarily true that the first vote we would take would not be until February or March,”
Gaetz said.

Lawmakers were also admonished by citizens to abide by Amendments 5 and 6, which voters put into the
state Constitution in 2010, and which enjoin legislators not to favor or disfavor incumbents, political parties or
ethnic or language minorities when drawing new districts.

Despite some harsh partisan rhetoric from special interests on both sides of the aisle, lawmakers said they
got substantive input, especially from citizens who noted their elected representatives live nowhere near
them, and others who wanted to see their area fairly represented.
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“To me, it’s extremely important as we draw the districts that our entire county be within one district,” said
Carolyn Lamb, a resident of rural Lafayette County in North Florida.

There was also a suggestion to align state House districts with state Senate districts, with three House seats
within the boundary of one Senate seat.

“The more you get them in line with each other, the more of an opportunity you have to save some money
for the taxpayers,” said Chris Moore, a demographic analyst for the Leon County Supervisor of Elections
office.

Sen. John Thrasher, R-St. Augustine, seemed receptive to the idea, but said it may not work in all areas.

Reach Gray Rohrer at grohrer@sunshinestatenews.com or at (850) 727-0859.
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Tea Parties Drawing New District Maps for Legislature,
Congress
Network challenges critics to come up with their own plans; NAACP says it will

Jessica Lowe, Henry Kelley and Patricia SullivanHide

A statewide tea party coalition says it will propose new
boundaries for congressional and legislative districts in
Florida, and one leader is challenging other organizations to
put up or stop "insulting the process."

The Tea Party Network -- an alliance of some 70 tea parties
around the state -- will present a congressional, Senate and
House plan "in the near future," said Henry Kelley, head of the
Fort Walton Beach Tea Party.

Among those leading the map-drawing effort are the Peoples Tea Party in Jacksonville, as well as tea groups
in Santa Rosa and St Augustine, he said.

Patricia Sullivan, head of the Tea Party Network, said a steering committee representing 13 tea parties and
9/12 organizations, is tracking redistricting issues. But, she cautioned, "The Tea Party Network doesn't
speak for groups, or for the movement."

Meantime, Kelley rapped other organizations for taking potshots from the sidelines.

"We have seen many groups already complaining about the process, and they do not appear to be taking
the steps to submit their own plan. It was disappointing to see the very groups who pushed for FairDistricts --
the NAACP, League of Women Voters, and Democrats -- to insult the process when they won't even spend a
few hours working together to at least craft a plan," Kelley said.

On Sunday, he told Sunshine State News:

"In my own town of Fort Walton Beach, these groups are having a lunch Monday to discuss these matters,
but are not asking people to attend the actual meeting Monday night in Fort Walton with the Redistricting
Committee."

Redistricting is the ultimate political football as the Legislature kicks off a process to redraw the boundaries
for all 120 state House seats, all 40 state Senate districts and 27 U.S. House seats, including two brand new
districts.

Though Republicans are firmly in control of the Legislature, passage of the FairDistricts amendments last
November could moderate partisan influence and subject the final maps to court challenges.

All legislative and congressional seats will be up for election in 2012.

The League of Women Voters, which was instrumental in supporting the FairDistricts campaign, said it has
"no plans to draw and submit maps, nor do we have a map that we favor."

"We are looking to the Florida Legislature to do their duty and follow the redistricting standards which are set
out in the state Constitution," said Jessica Lowe-Minor, executive director of the League of Women Voters of
Florida.

Florida Democratic Party spokesman Eric Jotkoff, per his standing policy, declined to speak to Sunshine
State News on the record.

But another group tweaked by Kelley, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, said
it will offer its own proposal.
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"The state NAACP is working on a plan at this time, and it will be completed soon," Trevor D. Harvey,
president  of the Sarasota County NAACP, told Sunshine State News.

Kelley expects plenty of debate at the state and local level, fueled by the legal requirements and potential
litigious land mines embedded in the FairDistricts amendments.

"Much has been made of the language of using geographical boundaries, but the amendment calls for use
of existing political boundaries," he notes.

"I would ask the [Redistricting] Committee to consider that, in my area of the Panhandle for instance,
Pensacola Beach, Fort Walton Beach and Panama City Beach have far more in common with each other,
across three counties, than the north end of the same counties which is much more rural and farming
intensive. 

"The language allows for use of existing political boundaries, and I suggest that be used as well as the
geographic boundaries," Kelley recommended.

Kelley applauded Senate President Mike Haridopolos and House Speaker Dean Cannon for "creating an
open and transparent process toward the complex process of creating new districts."

--

Reach Kenric Ward at kward@sunshinestatenews.com or at (772) 801-5341.
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Florida Democratic Party Seeks to Bleach Black Districts
|

Kenric WardHide

Call it the great whitewash. That's what Floridians can expect from Democratic leaders in the
decennial redistricting process going on right now.

Listening to the mainstream media, you'd think that the Republican majority is doing
everything it can to rig the system and sabotage the FairDistricts mandate passed by voters
last November.

In actuality, it is the Democrats' passive-aggressive behavior that threatens to bleach minority districts.

The setup for this year's redistricting showdown came 20 years ago, when Republicans struck a deal with the
then small handful of African-American legislators to create more minority districts.

By drawing boundaries around high-minority enclaves, Republicans effectively turned the state's Democratic
Party into a minority party, literally. This deal ensured a GOP majority at the Legislature and gave African-
Americans unprecedented levels of representation in Tallahassee. It was a win-win for blacks and
Republicans.

Of course, this infuriated white Democrats who, after decades of marginalizing and patronizing their black
constituency, found themselves on the outside looking in. 

Today, with a large plurality of the Democratic seats in the Legislature held by African-Americans, the
Democratic Party is in a bind. And (white) party leaders are quietly hoping that FairDistricts, which they
touted as "reform," will give them a politically correct tool to bust up minority districts and elect more white
Democrats.

"They have a secret agenda to sell the Democratic Party's most loyal constituent group down the river,
reversing years of civil rights progress," says one insider who spoke on condition of anonymity.

U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown, D-Jacksonville, saw what was at stake last fall when she campaigned against
FairDistricts. She predicted that passage of the constitutional amendment would dismantle districts, such as
hers, that gave minorities a fighting chance at representation in Washington and Tallahassee.

Brown, one of three Florida blacks elected to Congress in 1992, called FairDistricts "a giant step backward."

The NAACP sees the danger, too. It is working on a redistricting proposal of its own to ensure that truly "fair
districts" are maintained.

And what of the Florida Democratic Party? FDP spokesman Eric Jotkoff, per his policy, would not speak on
the record to Sunshine State News. But other observers say the FDP's unwillingness to put its own pen to
paper speaks volumes about the party's intentions.

"If they seem incapable of drawing maps, maybe they could draw up a FairDistricts Jim Crow list. That would
show which half of the black caucus they're selling out to put a few more middle-aged white men to make
decisions for their community ... sounds like a plan Lester Maddox would quarterback," said one.

Connect the dots. Watch the Democratic brass's passive-aggressive game. This is the real story unfolding
here, no matter how the party's handmaidens in the media try to spin it otherwise.

--

A column by Kenric Ward, who can be reached at kward@sunshinestatenews.com or (772) 801-5341.
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Series of public hearings on redistricting kicks off today in
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Florida redistricting meetings start with many questions, few
answers

By Mary Ellen Klas, Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 
Posted: Jun 20, 2011 07:58 PM

TALLAHASSEE — Florida legislators were greeted with both hostility and distrust Monday as they opened
the first of 26 redistricting hearings in the state's capital, a company town where Republicans control
government but Democratic voters are a majority.

From the "recovering civics teacher" who called the $30 million the Legislature set aside to defend its
redistricting maps the "no-lawyer-left-behind act," to the resident who said he wouldn't be satisfied until every
district mirrored the state voting registration numbers — 41 percent Democrat, 35 percent Republican and
24 percent no party affiliation — the Republican-dominated committees were on the defensive.

A common theme was the decision by lawmakers to conduct the public hearings before they propose maps
for the once-every-10-years redrawing of districts. The move drew allegations that legislators are
intentionally dragging their feet, despite warnings that new constitutional standards approved by voters in
2010 will lead to an inevitable legal fight.

"It really looks like an incumbent-protection plan here, because you're delaying and prolonging the process
to the last possible date,'' said Marty Monroe, a retired Leon County civics teacher. "This creates chaos for
candidates and very little time for the education of campaigns. It is very highly unlikely that Floridians, the
voters, will know their new districts before (candidate) qualifying.''

Senate Redistricting Chairman Don Gaetz of Niceville and his House counterpart, Rep. Will Weatherford, R-
Wesley Chapel, say the joint committee of House and Senate members is determined to listen first and write
maps later as they embark on a summer-long series of hearings. They noted that the state Constitution
prohibits a vote on the final maps until 2012 and said they have accelerated the process as much as
possible.

"There certainly is no gag order, but we are here to listen first and, if there's time afterwards, (committee
members) can speak,'' Weatherford said. "Politicians spend lots of time talking and very little time listening
and we're going to change that."

Legislators took the punches from many of the nearly 60 speakers and, for the most part, stayed true to their
self-imposed rule of refraining from speaking until public testimony was done.

They breached that rule once, however, when Linda Forster stood up to commend the lawmakers for their
timeline but urged them to refrain from focusing on ethnicity and color in creating districts.

"I don't see your color here. I don't see your ethnicity. We're Americans,'' said the former teacher, who
identified herself as a Republican. She said she "left Miami because it was chaos – because of Elian,''
referring to the 2000 federal custody battle of the Cuban boy who lost his mother at sea. "That is not
America."

But Sen. Rene Garcia, R-Miami, said he couldn't let the woman's comment go unchecked. "I represent
Miami-Dade County and I am proud to represent the diversity that exists in my community,'' he said.
"Unfortunately, you may have left, but I stayed there to fight and make sure we do things right."

Another common theme: Voters want their districts linked to the same communities where they live and work,
and they want lawmakers to keep politics and personal ambition out of the debate.

Linda Williams noted how her congressman is U.S. Rep. Ander Crenshaw of Jacksonville in Duval County —
more than 120 miles away. Others complained that their state senator, Charlie Dean of Inverness, is more
than 200 miles away.

"I don't know whether we're so important they need us in Duval or we're such bad people they don't want us,''
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Williams said, then added a plea to the committees. "Before I die, let me vote in Leon County … Give us
some local representation."

After the meeting, the committee chairmen promised to steer clear of the age-old practice of protecting
incumbents when drawing maps.

Weatherford said he has told House members their previous districts exist no more. Gaetz said he has
ordered senators: "Do not produce any map that shows where incumbents live. This can't be about individual
political agendas."

Fort Walton Beach Tea Party chairman Henry Kelly chastised redistricting reform groups, such as the
League of Women Voters, the NAACP and Common Cause for supporting the Fair Districts Now
amendments but refusing to propose their own maps.

"I have found the software easy to use,'' said Kelly, who said he spent 15 minutes learning how to operate
District Builder software from the House and Senate and created proposed maps for Congress and the state
Senate. "It is my view that any group in the state of Florida, particularly those with paid staff, have no excuse
not spending a few hours putting together a plan."

He admitted, however, that with 120 districts the process is much more tedious in the House.

The redistricting road show moves on Tuesday to Pensacola and Fort Walton Beach.

Mary Ellen Klas can be reached at meklas@MiamiHerald.com.

For additional coverage, visit www.tampabay.com/redistricting

Common Redistricting Terms

Apportionment: The process of assigning seats in a legislative body among established districts.

District: The geographical boundaries that define the constituency of an elected official.

Redistricting: The process which uses Census data to redraw the lines and boundaries of electoral districts
within a state to ensure they are substantially equal in population. This process affects districts at all levels
of government – from local school boards and city councils to state legislatures and the U.S. House of
Representatives.

Gerrymandering: The drawing of electoral districts to give one group or party an advantage over another.

Ideal Population (Equal Population): The total state population divided by the number of seats in a
legislative body.

Preclearance : The process of seeking review and approval from either the U.S. Department of Justice or
the federal court in the District of Columbia for any voting or redistricting changes for certain jurisdictions.

Majority-Minority District: One in which a racial or ethnic minority comprises a majority of the voting-age
population.

Minority Crossover District: One in which minorities do not form a numerical majority but still reliably
control the outcome of the election with some non-minority voters crossing over to vote with the minority
group.

Minority Coalition District: A type of majority-minority district in which two or more minority groups combine
to form a majority.

Minority Influence District: One that includes a large number of minority voters but fewer than would allow
them to control the election results when voting as a bloc.

Minority Vote Dilution: What happens when minority voters are deprived of an equal opportunity to elect a
candidate of choice. It is prohibited under the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

Retrogression: A voting or redistricting change that puts minorities in a worse position than under the
existing law or district.



Census Block: The smallest level of census geography used by the Census Bureau to collect data. Census
blocks are formed by streets, roads, bodies of water, other physical features and legal boundaries shown on
Census Bureau maps.

Census Tract: Small, relatively permanent statistical subdivisions of a county delineated by local
participants as part of the U.S. Census Bureau's Participant Statistical Areas Program. Census tracts
generally have between 1,500 and 8,000 people, with an optimum size of 4,000 people.

Precinct: An area created by election officials to group voters for assignment to a designated polling place
so that an election can be conducted. Precinct boundaries may change several times over the course of a
decade.

Source: Florida House of Representatives Redistricting Committee
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Fla. redistricting may favor Democrats; Rooney's
constituency could change » TCPalm.com
By John Kennedy Palm Beach Post

U.S. Rep. Tom Rooney, R-Tequesta

TALLAHASSEE — Florida Democrats puzzle and fume over the state's political
math, but they see this week's opening round of redistricting public hearings as
the start of something they've long awaited.

A comeback.

Despite holding a 600,000-voter edge statewide over Republicans, Democrats
have been pushed to the political fringe in the legislature and state
congressional delegation over the past 20 years.

Republicans hold veto-proof two-thirds majorities in the state House and
Senate, while commanding 19 of 25 congressional seats.

Even more is at stake next year, when Florida will add two congressional seats
because of population gains reflected in the 2010 Census, which forces the
once-a-decade redrawing of district boundaries.

Democrats are banking on a pair of constitutional amendments approved by voters in November to lead to
the creation of district maps that would let them win additional seats in the legislature and congressional
delegation.

How did Republicans acquire so much muscle in Florida? Gerrymandering, Democrats say, adding that the
ability to draw boundaries favoring Republican candidates has amounted to a political steroid for the Florida
GOP.

"You look at some of these district boundaries, and they're just so blatantly bizarre," said House Democratic
Leader Ron Saunders of Key West. "They won't last. They can't last."

Republicans dismiss such charges, instead crediting their success to more closely reflecting the thinking of
state voters than Democrats do.

Redistricting will dominate next year's legislature, which begins in January rather than the usual March start.
The early session leaves more time to resolve expected legal challenges of the new boundaries before the
2012 candidate qualifying period in June.

The first of a scheduled 26-city round of hearings by legislative redistricting committees is planned today in
Tallahassee. The road show's only appearance in the Treasure Coast is set for 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Aug. 16 at
the Blake Library in Stuart.

Appearances also are planned for 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. July 28 at the Brevard County Commission chambers in
Melbourne, and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Aug. 16 at Florida Atlantic University in Boca Raton.

"Our goal is to follow the law," said Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, chairman of the House
Redistricting Committee. "But first, we're going to listen to the public."

South Florida political lines are almost certain to shift dramatically next year.

Miami-Dade and Broward counties' populations grew well below the statewide 18 percent spike of the past
decade, suggesting they could lose seats to faster-growing counties north and west.

Although Palm Beach County's 17 percent population rise is close to the state's rate, far-reaching districts
held by Sen. Lizbeth Benacquisto, a Republican whose district includes Palm Beach County and four
neighboring counties, and U.S. Rep. Tom Rooney, R-Tequesta, who takes in eight counties, including parts
of Martin, St. Lucie, Okeechobee counties, could change sharply.
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Benacquisto, a Wellington Village Council member for eight years until her election to the Senate in the fall,
has moved to Fort Myers, apparently in anticipation of her district shifting westward.

A fellow Fort Myers Republican, Rep. Trudi Williams, and one other Republican have filed as candidates in
Benacquisto's district.

Rep. Paige Kreegel, R-Punta Gorda, has filed to run in Rooney's congressional district.

Such intraparty competition could prove more common if Republicans are forced to vie for a shrinking
number of GOP-leaning districts.

The kind of elected seats Republicans have now are just not sustainable, given Florida's voter breakdown
between Democrats and Republicans," Saunders said.

U.S. Rep. Allen West's district, divided between Broward and Palm Beach counties, has proved to be a
battleground. That seat has been held by Republican Clay Shaw, Democrat Ron Klein, and now West since
redistricting was last conducted in 2002.

But Sen. John Thrasher, R-St. Augustine, who was Florida Republican Party chairman during last year's
elections, said it's way too early to forecast partisan outcomes.

"Republicans have won in Florida because voters want less taxes, smaller government, the fundamental
principles Republican candidates run on," Thrasher said. "It's not because of district lines."

Heading into public hearings that stretch until Sept. 1, even these carry their share of controversy.

Deirdre Macnab, president of the Florida League of Women Voters, last week labeled the sessions a
"charade," since lawmakers have yet to draw up any proposed maps for citizens to review.
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Residents voice concerns at redistricting hearing in Panama
City
Panama City-- Every 10 years, the legislature is required to redraw boundaries for state legislative and
congressional districts. Lawmakers are spending the next three months, traveling the state, on what they've
dubbed the "listening tour". And Wednesday morning, they got an earful.

When voters arrived at Gulf Coast State College's Sarzin Hall Wednesday, they were greeted by maps of the
current legislative and congressional districts. But nothing showing the proposed districts for the next
decade.

"We want to hear from the citizens of Bay County. We want to hear from the
citizens of the panhandle and the state of Florida to hear what they think before
we start drawing maps," said Rep. Will Weatherford who is the Florida House
Redistricting Chairman.

But that didn't satisfy some audience members.

"If anybody can use the internet to draw a map, why can't you use the internet
to draw a map so we can see what your intentions are?," said Bay County ACLU
President, Bill Pritchard.

"This is kind of what we're paying you for and so as our governor so succinctly
said, let's get to work on it," said Jamie Shepard with the League of Women
Voter’s.

The Florida League of Women's Voters has been extremely critical of this
process.

"It's time for the legislature to get their staff together, draw the maps, and put
these maps in front of the people of Florida so they can comment on these
maps and not have an empty listening tour," said President of the Florida
League of Women’s Voters.

But Senator Don Gaetz insists the public's input must come first.

"That would be far better it would seem to me then coming in as a group of
office holders and saying alright, we've already drawn the maps. Here they are.
Take them or leave them," said Florida Senate Redistricting Chairman, Senator
Don Gaetz.

As for that public input, speaker after speaker had the same complaint. Bay
County is too fragmented.

"It's been very confusing for the people of Bay County to have been split up into
various districts. Unless there's a really good reason for it, a county should be
kept intact."

"I do wish that we would keep all of Bay County together," said President of the
Panama City Beach Chamber of Commerce, Beth Oltman.

Right now, Bay County is represented by 2 different state senators and 3
different members of the Florida House.

The legislature will review the public comments this fall, then vote on the new districts during the spring
legislative session. But the process will almost certainly wind-up in court.
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Critics bash Florida lawmakers' redistricting process
TALLAHASSEE --

Anti-gerrymandering advocates used the Republican-controlled Florida Legislature's first public meeting on
redistricting Monday to say what they think's wrong with the process.

They argued that lawmakers should draw up proposed maps for legislative and congressional districts first
and then get getting public comment on how they might be changed. Lawmakers don't plan on drawing maps
until after they hold public meetings through Sept. 1 in 25 more cities and towns.

"Where are the maps?" asked American Civil Liberties Union regional director Susan Watson. "Make a map
now, present it to the public now and start a meaningful conversation. … We don't want fake hearings and
meaningless talk."

Lawmakers didn't immediately respond because legislative leaders have ordered them not to comment
during the meetings, but they defended their procedures later at a news conference.

"Are you going to be able to talk to us?" Tallahassee resident Bob Fulford asked during the meeting.

After a brief silence, House Redistricting Chairman Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, said he would
respond only after Fulford finished his comments including an observation that president districts "look like
the original gerrymander."

"There is no gag order," Weatherford then said. "This is a listening tour."

Lawmakers broke their silence only once more during the meeting when Sen. Rene Garcia, R-Hialeah,
insisted on defending the honor of Miami-Dade County after a woman said she left there because "That is
not my country anymore."

Weatherford and his Senate counterpart, though, had plenty to say to reporters after the meeting including a
response to several critics who had urged then to speed up the redistricting process.

They included Deidre Macnab, president of the Florida League of Women Voters. She said it appears the
Legislature won't finish its work until March, leaving little time for legal challenges and a federal Justice
Department review before candidates begin qualifying next June.

"Florida deserves elections where the people have time to understand their choices," Macnab said. "This
timeline only benefits incumbents."

Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, later said it's not necessarily true lawmakers won't vote until February or March.
He said there's no reason they won't vote sooner at least in committee.

Gaetz said the public will be a chance to comment on the maps at meetings in Tallahassee before they go to
a vote although lawmakers may not take their show on the road again.

"We live in the internet age," Gaetz said. "You don't have to get in a car and drive across town or across the
state to participate."

The two redistricting leaders noted the public can comment at any time and citizens even can submit their
own maps on the Legislature's redistricting website.

Fort Walton Beach tea party activist Henry Kelly was one of the few speakers who defended the Legislature's
approach, saying he's "glad to start with a blank slate."

Mcnab also urged lawmakers to drop their code of silence and stop using taxpayer money to fight a pair of
state constitutional amendments on legislative and congressional redistricting that voters adopted last year.
The House has joined two members of Congress in a court challenge to the congressional redistricting
amendment.

The amendments sponsored by the Fair Districts Now coalition prohibit drawing districts to favor incumbents
or the party in power. Other provisions require district lines to follow existing political boundaries as much as
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possible and that they do nothing to diminish representation of minorities.

Representatives of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and Common Cause,
partners with the in the coalition with the League of Women Voters, offered similar criticism.

Common Cause national governing board member Peter Butzin suggested lawmakers hold another round of
public meetings after proposed maps are drawn.

Gaetz and Weatherford also wrote a letter to Fair Districts leader Ellen Freiden reminding her that she once
said lawmakers should get public input for drawing maps.

At the meeting, though, Tallahassee resident Marty Monroe, who called herself a "recovering civics teacher,"
told lawmakers the 63 percent voter approval the amendments received was "a lot of input" from the public.
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A 26-meeting farce | TBO.com
Our Republican-dominated Legislature wants us to believe that the series of public meetings planned around
the state to discuss drawing new legislative and congressional boundaries is for informational purposes only
— no politics involved.

But few onlookers attending the first of 26 such gatherings Monday in Tallahassee accepted that assertion.
They, like others seeking to ensure more competitive elections, have good cause for skepticism.

Voters already have made it clear they want lawmakers to draw "fair" districts — that is, congressional and
legislative boundaries that are compact, contiguous and practical. Some 63 percent of voters passed two
constitutional amendments last year that let lawmakers know they don't want lines drawn to protect any
single lawmaker or to allow one party to maintain control of the legislative process, regardless of voters'
sentiment. They don't want districts that bounce from one side of a street to another, districts where their
"local" representative lives a hundred or more miles away.

Yet the Republican majority appears ready to upend the will of Floridians in the name of self-preservation,
and it's hard not to assume their vaunted meetings are anything more than a sideshow, given the ground
rules: There are as yet no maps to talk about, and though committee members promise to listen, there will be
little give-and-take with the public until the meetings have concluded and the maps are drawn.

Thus they have given the impression they want to hold off drawing districts for as long as possible, putting
off the court challenges to the once-in-a-decade redistricting plan that apportions the state's 18.3 million
residents among 120 House and 40 Senate districts. Plus this year, two new congressional seats must be
drawn, increasing Florida's congressional membership to 27.

Keeping the map under wraps for as long as possible will make it harder for anyone hoping to challenge an
incumbent to develop a campaign strategy or build an effective elections organization. The Tribune's William
March reports that under the current schedule, final approval of the district lines could be pushed beyond
the dates for candidates to qualify for the election, June 4-8, or even near the Aug. 14, 2012, state primary.

Moreover, the Florida House is suing to overturn the Fair Districts vote, essentially using taxpayers' dollars
to fight their will — an outrage.

Redistricting leaders, however, deny they are stalling the process. Both House Chairman Will Weatherford,
R-Wesley Chapel, in line to become speaker in late 2012, and Senate Chairman Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, the
next Senate president, insist the process is as devoid of politics as possible in a process that has everything
to do with politics. No incumbent, the pair has said, is being protected.

"What we're trying to do is draw maps for 2012," Weatherford told reporters after Monday's meeting. "We're
not going backwards to 2002. The world is going to look different. We're dealing with a clean slate."

The leaders have also made a point of noting that Fair Districts leader Ellen Friedan has said maps should
not be drawn without public input. And the redistricting committees have reached out to the public using
social media such as Facebook and Twitter, hoping to expand participation in the process.

But it's also true the Republicans are in charge in Tallahassee and they have made it clear, just as the
Democrats did when they were in control, that they are more interested in retaining power than responding
to the public.

The Fair Districts approach might cost the GOP its overwhelming majority in the Legislature, which has made
the party virtually unaccountable. But an equitable redistricting process is unlikely to swing our conservative-
leaning state to the Democrats — unless GOP leaders continue to arrogantly put partisan concerns above
voters' will.
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SCRIPPS HOWARD NEWS: Guest Editorial
— From an editorial published by the Daily News’ affiliated Scripps newspapers in Vero Beach, Stuart and
Fort Pierce.

Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, is chair of the Senate Committee on Reapportionment. Gaetz and fellow
lawmakers have begun hosting 26 scheduled hearings around the state — the first four meetings were held
this week in cities along the Panhandle — ostensibly to seek public input as the Legislature prepares to
redraw maps for state House and Senate, and congressional, districts.

State legislators, who will draft the final lines in early 2012, will use information gathered at the hearings,
along with U.S. Census figures, to remap the lines. Gaetz comes armed with marching orders — from the
head honcho in the Florida Senate. “My direction from (Senate) President Mike Haridopolos is to engage in
the most transparent, open, and interactive redistricting process in America,” Gaetz said in March.

Transparent? Open? Really?

Two things Floridians should keep in mind as the redistricting process kicks into high gear.

First, the 2011 Legislature had an opportunity to increase the transparency of this process — but chose to
ignore it. To wit, documents lawmakers use during the redistricting process are exempt — by state statute —
from public disclosure until a final plan is proposed by the Legislature. A bill that would have lifted the
exemption — and increased transparency — failed to gain any traction in the recent legislative session

Second, the Legislature continues to wage a legal battle against the Fair Districts amendments approved by
voters last fall.

The amendments are designed to restrict political gerrymandering of state legislative and congressional
district lines, and to make districts follow natural boundaries wherever possible.

Additionally, districts must not favor or disfavor a political party or incumbent. Sounds reasonable, doesn’t it?
And 63 percent of voters supported the measures.

The U.S. Justice Department recently gave its approval to the language in the Fair Districts amendments, the
required pre-clearance that the measures don’t in themselves violate the federal Voting Rights Act.

Nonetheless, lawmakers continue to fight the amendments in court. Transparent? Open?

No doubt the public will hear these words brandished by Republican leaders at hearings throughout the
summer. If only they were true.

No amount of pontificating will alter the (well-earned) perception that lawmakers’ main goal is not openness
and transparency, but keeping a hold on power — to protect their party and preserve seats for incumbents
as they redraw district lines.
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Legislature called on for change by League
To The Editor:

Following the redistricting hearings held throughout the Florida Panhandle last week,
the League of Women Voters of Florida continues to call for some immediate changes to the legislature's
redistricting timeline.

Florida taxpayers are getting a poor return on their investment as they foot the bill for an all-expense-paid
tour for legislators to travel throughout the state to 26 cities over three months to listen to citizen input about
redistricting, even though no new district maps have been provided for public comment.

The League believes asking for input without a draft of the maps represents an expensive and potentially
explosive delay that will cost voters dearly, both now and during the 2012 election season.

Florida voters already gave the legislature marching orders when 63 percent of them voted “yes” on
Amendments 5 and 6. We call on the legislature to make good use of these public hearings by putting some
maps forward for comment that utilize the rules and standards that Floridians set forth in the state's
Constitution.

The League also calls on legislators to stop fighting the will of the voters and drop the lawsuit against the
amendments which is causing taxpayers to cover the legal costs for both sides of the same suit.

Between paying to both fight and defend a lawsuit challenging the voters' voice, and paying for a “listening
tour” with no maps, Florida voters are not getting their money's worth. This is something Floridians should
not tolerate, particularly as we see precious funding dry up for things such as education, health care, and
environmental protection.

During the first round of hearings, legislators demonstrated their reluctance to interact with the public and
foster a meaningful dialogue about redistricting by remaining silent when citizens in attendance raised
questions.

The League encourages the legislature to make good use of the public's time and money by drawing maps
now and accelerating the redistricting timeline in order to prevent a chaotic and confusing election season in
2012.

Deirdre Macnab

President

League of Women Voters

Jessica Lowe-Minor

Tallahassee Minor is the LWVF executive director. - Ed.

Member Comments

No comments posted for this article.

You must first login before you can comment.
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Looking at state political lines | party, senate, house
Bill Gamblin

The Florida House and Senate last week wrapped up its first week of meetings concerning the upcoming
redistricting.

While the members on the joint house and senate committee were listening, many felt they were not offering
may real answers.

Santa Rosa County Democratic party leader Deborah Nelson accused the leaders of isolating the
Democratic Party.

“The populus of Northwest Florida is not accurately represented,” Nelson said to the committee during its
session at Pensacola State College’s campus in Pensacola in the WSRE Studios. “Jerrymanduring is a
problem and with it also comes the cronyism and special interest that we see as a problem in Tallahassee.”

Nelson also was concerned about the legislators not having a idea on the process in advance of 2012 to the
point where those who are considering running for office in the next election will not find out in a timely
manner what district they are actually in.

Many who spoke came from the Pensacola/Escambia County area and they wished to end the east-west
division line which seperates much of Northwest Florida into two senatorial districts.

Lynn Laird, who is a Supervisor with the Escambia Soil and Water District pointed out he and many of the
residents do not know who their senator or representative is.

“When Escambia County was divided up in 2000 it was divided up into two senatorial district and three
representative districts,” Laird said. “When you boil it down about 67 percent of Escambia County is
disenfranchised.

“My senator, who I have never met and hardly know, is from Niceville and has his district office in Destin. I
ask how are they going to represent Escambia County.”

Laird was pointing his comments to Senator Don Gaetz, who is co-chairing the committee in charge of the
redistricting.

Many were wondering why there were no maps already prepared to allow input from the public instead of
members of the public being urged to draw their own maps online at www.flsenate.gov/redistructing.

“The way things are cheerfully being explained things go well without a hitch, but there will be nine days prior
to qualifying before anyone should know the districts,” said Susan Watson, who is the Northwest Florida
Regional Director for the American Civil Liberties Union. “What we have going on now is a recipe for chaos.

“We cannot effectively talk about districts or proposed districts without maps and this is a slap in the face of
everyone after voters approved new rules.”

The joint committee kicked off the hearings in Tallahassee before moving to Pensacola, Ft. Walton Beach
and Panama City.

"Public participation from the onset of the redistricting process ensures that Floridians play a key role in
shaping the House, Senate, and Congressional districts that will represent their communities in Tallahassee
and in Washington for the next decade," said Representative Will Weatherford (R-Wesley Chapel) Chair of
the House Redistricting Committee. "We are dedicated to engaging the public in this process, and we hope
to foster an unprecedented level of public participation as we travel throughout the state."

Legislators serving on the House and Senate redistricting committees and subcommittees are scheduled to
travel to 26 cities across the state to gather public input on redistricting prior to beginning the work of
drawing new state House, state Senate, and congressional district boundaries. Redistricting must be finalized
during the 2012 Legislative Session.

“The residents of Florida’s Panhandle are extremely engaged in this once-in-a-decade redistricting process,”
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said Senator Don Gaetz, Chair of the Senate Committee on Reapportionment.  “The input that they shared
with us over the past three days will play a critical role when we begin the process of drawing new legislative
and congressional boundary lines.”

While many were outspoken about the current process some representatives from groups like Farm Bureau
were pleased with the current system of dividing the district as they felt they had someone who understood
agricultural issues.
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Rep. Ted Deutch uses Rick Scott, redistricting as fund-
raising tools
by George Bennett | June 28th, 2011

Deutch

A voter-approved “Fair Districts” amendment pushed by Democrats and approved by
voters last year is supposed to take the partisan politics out of redistricting.

But U.S. Rep. Ted Deutch, D-Boca Raton, is apparently skeptical that the new law will
end gerrymandering when new congressional boundaries are drawn next year by the
GOP-controlled legislature.

As Thursday’s second-quarter fund-raising deadline approaches, Deutch is telling potential campaign
contributors that “is essential that I demonstrate strong financial support as we enter the critical redistricting
period where the district I am proud to represent will be re-drawn. Governor Rick Scott and his allies control
the entire process for drawing new congressional districts, and Democrats without strong support will quickly
find themselves targets. We cannot let this happen.”
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Blacks return to Southern roots
PALM COAST, Fla. — On a recent Wednesday evening, a group of about 25 friends, mostly 50- and 60-
somethings, gather at a home for an evening of revelry. They sip margaritas and graze on munchies as they
catch up.

Preston C. Mack, for USA TODAY

James Sims and his wife, Ruby, perform as "Motown & Mo" in theaters in Palm Coast, Fla.

Preston C. Mack, for USA TODAY

James Sims and his wife, Ruby, perform as "Motown & Mo" in theaters in Palm Coast, Fla.

As the evening wears on, the party kicks into high gear, and they shove the chairs aside to cut a rug. No one
seems overly concerned about partying too late on a weeknight: Most of them are retirees, African
Americans who moved to this young city of 95,000 midway between Jacksonville and Orlando in search of
the good life. All but one of the couples are from New York.

"It's all about quality of life," says Mike Morton, 57, a retired corrections officer from New York who moved
here in 2006. "It's like living on a vacation. When I visit New York now, it's culture shock. I don't hear car
horns down here. As soon as you get to New York, you're hearing thousands of them."

He and the other revelers are part of a major demographic shift documented in the latest Census: Blacks are
moving out of cities in the Northeast and Midwest and into cities and suburbs of the South.

This migration is pushing the percentage of the African-American population living in this region, where they
have deep roots, to the highest point in 50 years.

The 2010 Census shows that 57% of the USA's blacks live in the
South, the highest percentage since 60% in 1960, says William Frey,
demographer at the Brookings Institution. "They are going to the new
Sun Belt cities, economically viable places," he says. "The main
states are Florida, Georgia, Texas and North Carolina and the
prosperous metropolitan areas, especially the suburbs, within those
states."

They're often moving to communities that have not traditionally
attracted black people. Within the South, counties with smaller black
populations had high rates of black growth, Frey says. The counties
with the fastest rates of African-American growth during the past
decade were those where blacks previously made up 10% or less of
the population.

Many lures for newcomers

States that gained the greatest number of African Americans, 2000-
2010:
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Source: Analysis of 2010 Census data by William Frey, Brookings
Institution

By Julie Snider, USA TODAY

Linda Sharpe Haywood, a registered nurse who has worked for several years as a full-time volunteer, moved
here from New York with her husband, Darryl Haywood Sr., a retired New York City police detective, in 1999.
"There was very little crime," says Haywood, 55, who has family here. "People were very friendly. It was also
an economic decision. We were able to buy a house here that we wouldn't have been able to afford in New
York."

Her husband, who had become a Florida state trooper, was killed in the line of duty in 2004, and the
outpouring of sympathy reinforced her decision to come. "Everyone in the community, black and white, was
just extremely helpful and supportive," she says.

Frey and other experts say the southern movement is driven primarily by young professionals and by
retirees such as those in Palm Coast. They are leaving cities such as Detroit, Chicago, New York and Los
Angeles for cities and suburbs in the South. They are drawn south by the lure of jobs, by the prospect of
making their money go further, by the warm climate and other amenities, and by family ties.

In some cases, they feel a cultural pull of a region their forebears left decades ago: They're returning to their
"ancestral home," says sociology professor Silas Lee, who teaches African-American urban history at Xavier
University in New Orleans.

"This (the South) really is the family roots for the majority of African Americans anywhere in the country," he
says. "During the Great Migration, we had black people moving to the Northeast, the Midwest and the West
Coast. That was for job opportunities and the sense that there would be a little less discrimination, a little
less oppression. Fast forward from the 1900s to 2000, and a lot of those people have returned, or their
grandchildren and great-grandchildren are returning."

In 1900, 90% of blacks in the USA lived in the South. In the early decades of the 20th century, they began
fleeing the region in massive numbers, escaping "sharecropping, worsening economic conditions and the
lynch mob" and seeking "higher wages, better homes and political rights," according to the Library of
Congress Resource Guide for the Study of Black History and Culture.

This movement of African Americans — known as the Great Migration — saw about 7 million blacks leave the
South from 1916 to 1970. Some pundits, such as Frey and Lee, call the current population shift the "reverse
migration."

Growth far and wide

Southern metros such as Dallas, Houston, Charlotte, Raleigh, N.C., Miami and Orlando recorded robust
gains in black population. Atlanta and its suburbs drew 491,000 African Americans in the past decade, more
than any other metro area.

William Boone, a political science professor at Clark Atlanta University, says the population shifts could lead
to "changes in the political culture" in the South. In Atlanta, he says, "there is a tradition here of a strong civil
rights core; people have a sense that they have fought hard and made political gains: the mayor's office,
City Council, the school board. Many of the people moving here now are younger, more entrepreneurial.
They're less interested in social gains than economic gains."

He says there is anecdotal evidence of tensions between longtime residents and the newcomers — tensions
heightened by the poor economy.

J. Kevin Powell, 32, who came to Atlanta in 2003, says he hasn't really seen such tensions. "I think there's a
certain level of expectation, a kind of feeling out," he says. "People have a sense of, 'I'm from here, I live
here, I want to know if you're going to take care of it like I do.'"

Powell and his wife, Rachel, moved from Laurel, Md., to the Atlanta suburb of Lithonia. Powell, owner and
publisher of Sophisticated Groom magazine, says he was looking for a city with "a very strong media base."

"We looked at New York, Chicago, Los Angeles and Atlanta," he says. "Of course, the economy in Atlanta
was definitely better than the other three."

Now that they have a daughter, Kaylee, 7, and a second child due in September, Powell says they have no
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desire to leave. He was born in Maryland, but his parents are from North Carolina. He says that moving
South felt a little bit like coming home. "There's a piece of me that is Southern, that thing of speaking to
everybody I see," he says.

A haven in Palm Coast

During the past decade, the Sunshine State attracted more African Americans than any other state, and the
metropolitan region that saw the largest percentage increase was Palm Coast, where the black population
grew by 147% to 10,884.

Many of the new arrivals are retirees: Palm Coast, which incorporated as a city in 1999, began development
in the late 1960s when ITT purchased thousands of acres for a huge retirement community, Mayor Jon Netts
says. "In 1996, ITT pulled out and sold off their holdings," he says.

Before departing, ITT marketed Palm Coast to civil service workers in the Northeast, says Edmund Pinto Jr.,
a retired manager for the New York Metropolitan Transportation Authority who moved here from Brooklyn,
N.Y., in 2001.

"My mother has a friend who lives here," says Pinto, 62, president of the African American Cultural Society in
Palm Coast. "I came to visit my mother's friend 15 or 16 years ago. I fell in love with the place upon my visit. I
just couldn't believe how lovely the neighborhoods were. … The climate was a big factor. The cost of living
was lower."

Such amenities drew many other New Yorkers of all races: Pinto says he was surprised to find there were
1,200 other NYMTA retirees here, along with many retired New York firefighters, police officers, sanitation
workers and other civil servants.

By the mid-2000s, Palm Coast was booming, its growth fueled by the state's on-fire housing market. This was
the fastest-growing metropolitan area in the nation during the past decade, its population soaring 92% from
2000 to 2010.

But the housing bust has plunged the city into hard times. The jobless rate in May was 13.8%, one of the
state's highest. Distressed property sales are the norm — houses selling for a third or fourth of their mid-
2000s prices.

"Ahhh, we got slammed," Mayor Netts says. "We went from (issuing) 600 building permits a month to five a
month."

Latanya Damon, 45, a nurse who moved here in 2008 from near Baltimore with her husband, Renard, an
entrepreneur, has had enough. "For me, there's not enough diversity, not enough culture," she says. "If they
have a show here, it's on a weekday night. Not everybody is retired and can hang out on a weeknight. The
unemployment rate here is 14%. That's OK if you're retired but not if you have to work."

Haywood, who is president of the Flagler County branch of the NAACP, says life in Palm Coast isn't all rosy:
The city has "problems with hiring disparity," she says. "We're 14% of the population but only 2% of the
school district employees."

Palm Coast's lure can be hard for an outsider to understand. There is no downtown, few cultural attractions
and limited transportation options. But those who love it, including those at the party, boast of quality-of-life
issues: 19 miles of relatively uncrowded beaches, abundant golf courses, miles of tranquil biking and walking
trails, a temperate climate and a development plan that stresses environmental protection and strict
architectural standards.

Mostly, though, the draw is a sense of community. People are shown around by family or friends already
here and find themselves at home. "I came down here with a friend in 1989," says party host James Sims, a
retired New York Department of Sanitation executive from the Queens section of New York City. "At that
point, I fell in love. We're all like family here."

For more information about reprints & permissions , visit our FAQ's. To report corrections and clarifications,
contact Standards Editor Brent Jones . For publication consideration in the newspaper, send comments to
letters@usatoday.com . Include name, phone number, city and state for verification. To view our corrections,
go to corrections.usatoday.com .
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Will Weatherford hinting at location of new Congress seats?
Is House Redistricting Chairman Will Weatheford, R-Wesley Chapel, dropping hints about where Florida’s
new seats in Congress will go? Well, if you read between the lines of an interview with the St. Petersburg
Times editorial board …

Where will FL’s new congressional seats be? “The two new seats … that’s probably further
down the road in fall. I can tell you the greatest population increases have been I-4-based,
really pretty much from Tampa to Orlando, the southwest Florida corridor, down there in
Collier, Lee county … and then in northeast Florida, kind of between Jacksonville and
Orlando, along that Palm Coast, I-95 corridor. Those are the three that have had the most. So
we have two congressional seats, obviously, not three. I don’t know for sure, but my guess
would be those are the areas with the most population, they could potentially be where a seat
goes.”

Not that any of that is particularly a surprise. Central Florida has been all-but-assured a new seat in the U.S.
House based on the population growth, as Weatherford notes. And just drawing the lines based on
population changes could be easier said than done; any changing lines in the Jacksonville-to-Orlando area
would have to find some way to handle the seat of U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown, D-Fla., whose winding district
was created to comply with the Voting Rights Act.

Along similar lines, Weatherford said he’s trying to duck getting input from members of Congress and state
lawmakers on what would be best for them — instead telling them to craft and describe their plans based on
what would best for their districts. That’s a nod to the Fair Districts amendments voters approved last year,
with an eye toward keeping politicians from carving up the state based more on ambition than other factors.

The interview includes a few more redistricting-based comments as well as thoughts from Weatherford, who
is scheduled to take over as speaker after the 2012 elections, on the unpopularity of Gov. Rick Scott and
when Weatherford might endorse in the Florida GOP primary.

http://politics.nsfblogs.com/2011/07/05/florida-redistricting-congress-will-weatherford/
http://www.tampabay.com/blogs/the-buzz-florida-politics/content/hot-topics-will-weatherford-redistricting-chair-and-future-house-speaker


sun-sentinel.com http://w w w .sun-sentinel.com/new s/opinion/editorials/sf l-editorial-reapportionment-7511,0,3525451.story

State lawmakers begin reapportionment road show
South Florida Sun-Sentinel July 5, 2011

State lawmakers insist they are following the letter of the law, and the will of the people, on redistricting. They
say so even as they're poised to fight a very popular constitutional amendment requiring new congressional
and legislative boundaries be drawn with competition in mind, not lawmakers' own job security.

Talk about playing both sides against the middle.

It's hard to keep a straight face regarding the lawmakers' empty
vows of support for the Fair Districts amendment to the Florida
Constitution in the face of their outright opposition. The fact that
House Speaker Dean Cannon has ordered his chamber to join a
federal lawsuit designed to keep the state Legislature in control of
drawing congressional districts hasn't helped either. Now Florida
taxpayers are on the hook for both defending and opposing political reform.

Cynicism aside, this is bare knuckles politics. The overwhelming majority of the Republican controlled
Legislature want to maintain their power to draw Florida's political districts, and they've made no bones about
it. They do so just as Democrats did when they had a majority.

Many lawmakers in both the Florida House and Senate opposed the idea of a constitutional mandate for
compact and contigious districts even before the organizers of the Fair District amendment collected the
necessary signatures to take their proposal to the voters.

The voters have a different take. They have resoundingly stated their preference for competitive races.
Sixty-three percent of the voters approved last fall's ballot initiative that saw the passage of Amendments 5
and 6 to change the way state legislators draw new districts. The two amendments make it more difficult for
the Legislature to draw boundaries favoring incumbent politicians or party interests over the voters.

In fairness, drawing new political boundaries to offset population growth is a complicated process.
Lawmakers must balance a myriad of demands, from federal laws to prevent minority voting
disenfranchisement to individual ambitions of fellow lawmakers seeking higher office. So, the Legislature's
listening tour, an apt description of the 26 public hearings scheduled throughout the state by the
Legislature's Reapportionment Committee, are indeed welcomed.

"This can't be about individuals' political agendas," says state Sen. Don Gaetz , R.-Niceville, a committee co-
chair. Actions still speak louder than words.

BOTTOM LINE: Lawmakers' redistricting priorities should be with the voters.
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Hot topics with Will Weatherford, redistricting chair and
future House speaker | Florida politics blog: The Buzz
State Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, sat down for a wide-ranging, one-hour conversation with
the St. Petersburg Times editorial board this morning. The future House speaker has a busy summer going
as he chairs the House redistricting committee and attends public hearings across the state. He covered a
number of hot topics. Here are the highlights:

The redisctricting process: "It's putting a very complicated pie together that involves a lot of testimony, it
involves a lot of law, federal law, state law, constitutional state provisions, case law, I mean, it’s a lot. And I
had no idea what this was going to entail when I asked to be chairman of this committee."

Where will FL's new congressional seats be? "The two new seats … that’s probably further down the
road in fall. I can tell you the greatest population increases have been I-4-based, really pretty much from
Tampa to Orlando, the southwest Florida corridor, down there in Collier, Lee county … and then in northeast
Florida, kind of between Jacksonville and Orlando, along that Palm Coast, I-95 corridor. Those are the three
that have had the most. So we have two congressional seats, obviously, not three. I don’t know for sure, but
my guess would be those are the areas with the most population, they could potentially be where a seat
goes."

Getting lobbied by current members of Congress? "Yeah, I’ve had them call, 'Hey, how’s it going Mr.
Chairman, what’s happening?’ All the sudden I’m a pretty popular guy to people who didn’t know who I was. I
give them the same speech I give our members, which is, ‘Do me a favor, have your people come to
hearings, we’d love to hear from you if you want to give us your opinion. But don’t talk to me about where
you live, don’t talk to me about what your political agenda is. Talk about the communities of interest in your
district, talk about how it can be more compact, talk about how it can follow geographic boundaries better. If
your comments are tailored toward the district and not you, it’s okay. But anything you say to me can and will
be used.' "

Gov. Rick Scott's low approval rating a concern for 2012? "I’m not concerned about it. I think it’s early.
Just like when Gov. (Charlie) Crist in … 2008 his numbers were through the roof, I mean, absolutely through
the roof and he got walloped in the polls. To me, if my election hinges upon the popularity of the governor,
then I’m probably not a very good legislator for my district."

Endorsing for Republican presidential primary? "I'm flirting. I’d be jumping the gun if I told you. I have
narrowed it down and there’s a couple that I really like and one in particular that I’m leaning toward. I’m not
going to share it today because I’ll probably be coming out with something pretty soon. We’ll see." (Could it
be Jon Huntsman? The former Utah governor is making several Tampa Bay area stops this weekend,
perfect for an endorsement.)

What about FL's primary? “I think the goal is to be as close as we possibly can, hopefully like the fifth slot,
without penalty. So we’re negotiating with the RNC as to how we get that done. There may be a penalty
anyway, no matter what we do. ... but playing devil’s advocate, as Florida, if we were to go into it and say,
okay, we’ll take the penalty, we’re going to go the Thursday before Super Tuesday  … Let’s say they take
away half of our delegates, they’re worth more than Iowa’s, New Hampshire’s and almost South Carolina’s
combined.”

FL Senate race: Won't endorse before the Republican primary. Says all of the candidates are friends.

Asked if PSC was wronged: “Gov. (Charlie) Crist politicized the PSC. The PSC is supposed to be a quasi-
judicial branch that is supposed to look at facts and figures and make a determination based on what is in
front of them and what they know, not based on political pressure. Gov. Crist, who I still consider a friend of
mine, he’s a nice guy, but he went out there and campaigned on lowering people’s rates, he was very
consumer-friendly, he wanted to make sure that the PSC was always fighting back and not approving
anything that he thought could potentially increase rates for consumers. Well that goes against what the
whole PSC was supposed to be. The reason we created the PSC was to take politics out of the decision-
making process and make it a judicial decision on facts. Gov. Crist was calling PSC commissioners and
telling them how to vote, minutes before the vote, a couple years ago. And so he politicized it first and I think
the reaction of the Legislature was to depoliticize it."

http://www.tampabay.com/blogs/the-buzz-florida-politics/content/hot-topics-will-weatherford-redistricting-chair-and-future-house-speaker?utm_source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=twitter


Open FL waters to oil exploration? "Not interested. We’ve had the debate. Not interested.”
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Hearings take redistricting questions to communities
  July 6, 2011 12:05 AM

This summer, lawmakers from across the state will begin the process of redrawing Florida's boundary lines
for equal representation. This historic event happens just once every 10 years, as directed by the United
States Constitution. In keeping with our state's strong commitment to transparency, the Florida Legislature
has been working hard to ensure that you will have unprecedented access to all of the information, tools,
and resources that you need to impact the redistricting process.

With that responsibility in mind, we are making your community aware that Florida's legislators are hosting a
series of 26 public input meetings on redistricting throughout the state.

The next set of public redistricting meetings is coming to the Northeast Florida area:

· July 11: At Florida State College in Jacksonville, from 2 p.m.-4 p.m. and 6 p.m.-8 p.m.

· July 12: At Flagler College in St. Augustine from 8 a.m.-1 p.m.

· July 12: At the News-Journal Center in Daytona Beach from 6 p.m.-9 p.m.

The purpose of these public hearings is to listen to you. Legislators will dedicate the time spent in your
community to hearing from you. We want to get your thoughts about what you believe are the important facts
and unique characteristics of your community. We will provide Floridians with opportunities to ask questions
throughout the process; however, this series of meetings will be completely dedicated to hearing from you.

Those who cannot attend but would like to listen to the meeting can access a live web stream via the Florida
Channel at: thefloridachannel.org. If you cannot attend or tune-in to the Web stream there are still many
ways to actively participate in the redistricting process.

We invite you to visit the Web pages launched by both the Florida House of Representatives
(floridaredistricting.org) and the Florida Senate (flsenate.gov/Redistricting), which are filled with information
about redistricting. Both sites even include options to create and submit your own redistricting maps using
the same data and tools that legislators will use to draw legislative and congressional boundaries.

The online computer programs that we will use to build districts were created with you in mind. There are
training resources that can help you get started drawing your own plan. Demonstrations of the web
applications will be set up outside of each community meeting and everyone who attends a community
meeting will have the chance to ask House and Senate staff about using the applications to build districts
and how the redistricting process works.

In addition to drawing districts, Floridians can go online now to submit comments, access committee and
public hearing schedules, or simply keep up with the latest information on the process. Legislators will use
your feedback, comments and submitted plans to help inform their redistricting proposals.

Redistricting happens only once a decade. It is your opportunity to help shape the districts that are the basis
of your representation in Tallahassee and Washington, D.C. We invite you to stay informed about the
process through the tools and information online, and we hope that you will join us at one or more
redistricting public hearings so that your voice can be heard.

Gaetz, R-Niceville, is chairman of Senate Reapportionment Committee. Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, is
chairman of the House Redistricting Committee.

http://www.news-journalonline.com/opinion/editorials/guest-columns/2011/07/06/hearings-take-redistricting-questions-to-communities.html
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Florida redistricting: Members of Congress told not to try to
influence new district lines
By Mark K. Matthew s, Washington Bureau 6:24 p.m. EDT, July 6, 2011

WASHINGTON — Members of Congress are the kind of people who like to be in charge.

That's why the once-a-decade process of redrawing congressional districts — controlled by the state
Legislature — drives them batty. And as Tallahassee legislators prepare to set new lines for the 2012
elections, it looks as if federal lawmakers will have even less influence than usual.

The two state lawmakers in charge of redistricting have pledged not to meet with lobbyists representing
members of Congress looking to safeguard their seats. Similarly, they've prohibited their staff from including
incumbents' home addresses on draft maps of future districts so as not to influence the new boundaries.

The tack has Senate reapportionment chair Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, predicting a major shake-up in how
Florida's congressional districts are configured.

"I would be surprised [when the maps are done] if there are not incumbents who discover they no longer live
in the districts they represent," Gaetz said.

The stakes, though, are much larger than the cost of hiring movers.

Thanks to a population boom during the past decade, Florida will add two new U.S. House seats to the 25
the state already has — and which Republicans control by a 19-to-6 margin. How — and where — those new
seats are drawn will have a significant impact on the next decade of elections.

Complicating matters is a constitutional amendment passed by voters in 2010 that expressly forbids the
Legislature from drawing congressional districts that "favor or disfavor an incumbent or political party." The
so-called Fair Districts measure also pushes lawmakers to create seats that are "compact" and respect city
or county lines.

That means that at least one veteran lawmaker, U.S. Rep. John Mica, R-Winter Park, might be among those
who find themselves drawn out of a district. The 10-term legislator lives in Winter Park — the southernmost
sliver of a six-county district that snakes north through St. Johns County.

But the powerful chairman of the House transportation committee was bullish about his chances — no matter
where the lines are drawn.

"Voters from Orlando to Jacksonville know of my commitment to public service and voting record," said Mica
in an email. "I am fortunate, with more than 8,000 donors from the Seventh Congressional District, Florida
and across the country, that we have built a strong financial base of support whether facing a five-million or
low-dollar challenger."

Mica and other Central Florida incumbents do have a couple of advantages.

One of Florida's new House seats will likely be drawn around Orlando, reducing the possibility that two
incumbents would have to face each other in 2012. The GOP-controlled Legislature also is unlikely to
outright harm Central Florida incumbents, all of whom are Republicans — except U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown, a
Jacksonville Democrat whose gerrymandered nine-county district includes parts of Orange and Seminole
counties.

Still, with Fair Districts on the books, lawmakers in Tallahassee and Washington are proceeding cautiously
— for fear that any hint of favoritism could wind up as evidence in future lawsuits challenging whatever map
the Legislature ultimately approves.

"Everyone has been pretty clear that if you hire a consultant or lobbyist, you can run afoul of Fair Districts,"
said Charlie Keller, chief of staff to rookie U.S. Rep. Sandy Adams, R-Orlando. "We're taking it easy and not
really discussing it."
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Adams, like several other federal lawmakers contacted for this story, said they had no plans to hire a
lobbyist.

"If you have a lobbyist running around Tallahassee, you might be called in under deposition," said Scott
Barnhart, a longtime lobbyist and former campaign manager for ex-U.S. Sen. Mel Martinez, R-Fla. "I'm
hearing that members are concerned [about redistricting] but they don't know what to do to influence the
process."

One way is to reach out to lawmakers directly.

House redistricting chair Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, said he already has been contacted by about
half of Florida's House members, including Brown; U.S. Rep. Dan Webster, R-Winter Garden; and U.S. Rep.
Cliff Stearns, R-Ocala.

He added that all the conversations — so far — have been general. But he warned against future cajoling.

"We are not interested in talking individual needs and desires," Weatherford said.

So does this mean that the ongoing redistricting process will be free of politics?

Don't bet on it, said Susan MacManus, a political scientist at the University of South Florida.

Though leaders of the redistricting committees may have the right ideals in mind, she said, whatever map
they draft ultimately must be approved by a Legislature filled with ambition-driven lawmakers with their own
agendas who likely will want to make thousands of tweaks.

"Every 10 years, Floridians are reminded that this [redistricting] is the most political process that a legislature
can go through," she said.

That Gaetz and Weatherford are trying to take the high road — both are poised to take over as presiding
officers of the House and Senate in 2012, and neither plans to run for Congress — is as much a strategic
decision as anything else, MacManus said.

"Everyone is walking on eggshells because they know lawsuits are imminent," she said.

Indeed, two federal lawmakers, Brown and U.S. Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Miami, already have sued to stop
the Fair Districts amendment on the argument that it would hurt minority representation in Congress; a
hearing is slated for July 29 in Miami.

A verdict against Fair Districts could rock the redistricting process. But for now, lawmakers are proceeding as
if the amendment is here to say.

Gaetz and Weatherford have begun a series of 26 statewide hearings to gauge public reaction and created
a website where the state's residents can take a turn at designing their own Florida map.

"We have 19 million auditors in the redistricting process in Florida," Gaetz said.

mmatthews2@tribune.com or 202-824-8222.

http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/politics/government/mel-martinez-PEPLT007461.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/us/florida/orange-county-%28florida%29/winter-garden-PLGEO100100410210000.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/politics/cliff-stearns-PEPLT006304.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/us/florida/marion-county-%28florida%29/ocala-PLGEO100100406010000.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/politics/mario-diaz-balart-PEPLT001669.topic
mailto:mmatthews2@tribune.com


staugustine.com http://staugustine.com/opinions/2011-07-05/guest-column-law makers-f loridians-w ill-make-difference-redistricting

Guest column: Lawmakers: Floridians will make a difference
in redistricting
R-Fort Walton Beach and R-Wesley Chapel

This summer, lawmakers from across the state will begin the process of redrawing Florida's boundary lines
for equal representation. This historic event happens just once every ten years, as directed by the United
States Constitution. In keeping with our state's strong commitment to transparency, the Florida Legislature
has been working hard to ensure that you will have unprecedented access to all of the information, tools,
and resources that you need to impact the redistricting process.

With that responsibility in mind, Florida's legislators are hosting a series of 26 public input meetings on
redistricting throughout the state.

The meetings in Northeast Florida begin Monday in Jacksonville. They are: 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. to 8
p.m. at Florida State College at Jacksonville. Tuesday, meetings will be at Flagler College in St. Augustine, 8
a.m. to 11 a.m. and at the News Journal Center at Daytona State College in Daytona Beach, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

The purpose of these public hearings is to listen to you. Legislators will dedicate the time spent in your
community to hearing from you. We want to get your thoughts about what you believe are the important facts
and unique characteristics of your community. We will provide Floridians with opportunities to ask questions
throughout the process; however, this series of meetings will be completely dedicated to hearing from you.

Those who cannot attend but would like to listen to the meeting can access a live web stream via the Florida
Channel at www.thefloridachannel.org. If you cannot attend or tune-in to the web stream there are still many
ways to actively participate in the redistricting process.

We invite you to visit the web pages launched by both the Florida House of Representatives
(www.floridaredistricting.org) and the Florida Senate (www.flsenate.gov/Redistricting) which are filled with
information about redistricting. Both sites even include options to create and submit your own redistricting
maps using the same data and tools that legislators will use to draw legislative and congressional
boundaries.

The online computer programs that we will use to build districts were created with you in mind. There are
training resources that will help you get started drawing your own plan. Demonstrations of the web
applications will be set up outside of each community meeting. House and Senate will be available to talk to
those in attendance about using the applications to build districts and how the redistricting process works.

In addition to drawing districts, you may go online now to submit comments, access committee and public
hearing schedules, or simply keep up with the latest information on the process. Legislators will use your
feedback, comments and submitted plans to help inform their redistricting proposals.

Redistricting happens only once a decade. It is your opportunity to help shape the districts that are the basis
of your representation in Tallahassee and Washington, D.C. We invite you to stay informed about the
process through the tools and information online, and we hope that you will join us at one or more
redistricting public hearings so that your voice can be heard.

*

Sen. Don Gaetz is chair of the state Senate Reapportionment Committee; and

Rep. Will Weatherford is chair of the state House Redistricting Committee.
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State redistricting is an open process
In response to The Tampa Tribune's recent editorial "A 26-meeting farce" (Our Views, June 22): As an
elected official, I have never written a rebuttal to a negative editorial. There is great value in opposing views
on a matter. I welcome opinions that are different than my own because they can yield information and
insight that is valuable for creating policies that serve all Floridians.

However, I am compelled to address the recent criticisms by The Tampa Tribune. The editorial went beyond
dissent and included dangerously false information that could have a chilling effect on public participation in
the redistricting process.

The Florida Legislature has gone and will continue to go to great lengths to make the 2012 redistricting
process the most open and transparent process in the country. Consider the facts.

First, the Florida House and Senate are jointly holding more than two dozen public meetings throughout
Florida; these are forums for citizens to express their ideas in face-to-face meetings with legislators. We
understand that there are Floridians who will not be able to attend the meetings; therefore we have ensured
that all proceedings will be webcast live on the Florida Channel.

Second, to further encourage public input, we have made the same software that lawmakers will use
available to the public so anyone can draw maps and submit them for consideration. Very few other states
offer equal access to the tools and data used by staff and elected officials to create maps, but in the
Sunshine State everyone has access to the same tools and data to draw and submit maps that will become
an official part of the legislative record.

Third, there are many information and communication avenues for Floridians who want to take part in the
process, including the redistricting website www.floridaredistricting.org, email, Facebook, Twitter and
legislative blog sites. These resources have been active and in use for months as part of our effort to create
and develop a two-way conversation with Floridians about their new district boundary lines.

Fourth, the Florida House has adopted procedures to ensure that all proposed maps will be made public for
a minimum of three days before the legislators can vote on the maps. All amendments to proposed maps
must also be made public for a minimum of two days prior to a vote.

Additionally, the timing of the public input meetings, the criteria by which members will consider public
comments and the manner in which this process is moving forward are consistent with Florida and federal
law. Our timeline is based on the requirements in the Florida Constitution, the availability of census data and
technology, and most importantly a desire to hear from the public before we act.

Even the leader of Fair Districts Inc., Ellen Freidin, agrees that public input is needed prior to drawing maps.
Freidin said it would be impossible to draw "compliant" or "appropriate" maps until after the public offered
their opinion.

Further, leading redistricting-reform organizations such as the Brennan Center for Justice suggest that
states allow for citizen comment before and after maps are drawn. We agree. That is why we are conducting
public hearings — not politician-led seminars — before we draw the first boundary line, and it is why we will
provide ample opportunities for the public to view and comment on maps before any votes are taken.

We need the input of the public in order to ensure that Florida's districts truly represent the portrait of
Florida's many diverse communities. We are setting the bar high, and I firmly believe that The Tampa
Tribune plays an essential role in holding us to those high standards. However, your efforts should not
discourage the public from letting their voices be heard.

http://www2.tbo.com/news/opinion/2011/jul/06/MEOPINO1-state-redistricting-is-an-open-process-ar-241964/?referer=None&shorturl=http://tbo.ly/qZNSfb
http://www.floridaredistricting.org/
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Members of Congress are the kind of people who like to be in charge.

That’s why the once-a-decade process of redrawing congressional districts —
controlled by the state Legislature — drives them batty. And as Tallahassee
legislators prepare to set new lines for the 2012 elections, it looks as if federal
lawmakers will have even less influence than usual.

The two state lawmakers in charge of redistricting have pledged not to meet with
lobbyists representing members of Congress looking to safeguard their seats.
Similarly, they’ve prohibited their staff from including incumbents’ home
addresses on draft maps of future districts so as not to influence the new
boundaries.

The tack has Senate reapportionment chair Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, predicting a major shake-up in how
Florida’s congressional districts are configured.

“I would be surprised [when the maps are done] if there are not incumbents who discover they no longer live
in the districts they represent,” Gaetz said.

Continue reading this story here.

Category: National HeadLINES
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Redistricting: A once-in-a-decade chance to speak out
This summer, lawmakers from across the state will begin the process of redrawing Florida's boundary lines
for equal representation.

This historic event happens just once every 10 years, as directed by the United States Constitution.

In keeping with our state's strong commitment to transparency, the Florida Legislature has been working
hard to ensure that citizens will have unprecedented access to all of the information, tools and resources to
impact the redistricting process.

Florida's legislators are hosting a series of 26 public input meetings on redistricting.

We want to get your thoughts about what you believe are the important facts and unique characteristics of
your community.

Those who cannot attend but would like to listen to the meeting can access a live webstream via the Florida
Channel at this site: www.thefloridachannel.org.

If you cannot attend or tune-in to the web stream, there are still many ways to actively participate in the
redistricting process.

We invite citizens to visit the web pages launched by the Florida House of Representatives
(www.floridaredistricting.org) and the Florida Senate (www.flsenate.gov/Redistricting).

Both sites even include options to create and submit your own redistricting maps using the same data and
tools that legislators will use to draw legislative and congressional boundaries.

Demonstrations of the web applications will be set up outside of each community meeting. Everyone who
attends a community meeting will have the chance to ask House and Senate staff how the redistricting
process works.

In addition to drawing districts, Floridians can go online to submit comments, access committee and public
hearing schedules or simply keep up with the latest information on the process.

Legislators will use feedback, comments and submitted plans to help inform their redistricting proposals.

This is your opportunity to help shape the districts that are the basis of your representation in Tallahassee
and Washington.

The authors: Sen. Don Gaetz is chairman of the Senate Reapportionment Committee and Rep. Will
Weatherford is chairman of the House Redistricting Committee.
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By Deborah Clark, Pinellas County Supervisor of Elections

The Florida Legislature has begun its decennial process of redistricting which is the redrawing of district
boundaries to accommodate population shifts based on the latest U.S. Census data. But did you know that
you can get involved in this once-per-decade process?

Voters can participate in the process by attending public hearings conducted from July through October
2011 throughout the state. The schedule is posted under “Meeting Calendar” on the Florida House
Committee on Redistricting website at www.floridaredistricting.org.

Voters can also use an online program, MyDistrictBuilder, to submit ideas for district lines which is available
on the website listed above or on the Florida Senate Committee on Reapportionment’s website at
www.flsenate.gov/Committees/re.

You can also share your ideas directly with your state representatives and state senators by telephone, fax
or e-mail. Contact information for elected officials is available on our website at www.votepinellas.com by
selecting Voter Information/Elected Officials.

The Legislature is charged with adopting a joint resolution with the new districts before the end of its 2012
regular session (January 10 – March 9, 2012), which is held earlier in redistricting years. All suggestions and
corrections should be submitted prior to this session.

In order for these new district lines to take effect, the Florida Attorney General must petition the Florida
Supreme Court for a declaratory statement within 15 days of the adoption of the joint resolution; the Florida
Supreme Court must enter judgment within 30 days after the petition and the U.S. Department of Justice
must review the lines within 60 days. If all entities approve, the district lines will be in effect until the next year
of redistricting
in 2022.

Voters who have any questions may call the Supervisor of Elections at (727) 464-6788. For more information
on redistricting, visit the following websites:

• Florida House Committee on Redistricting at www.floridaredistricting.org.
• U.S. Census Bureau at www.census.gov/rdo. ◆

Pinellas County Supervisor of Elections Deborah Clark is available at (727) 464-6788 or
election@votepinellas.com. Go to www.votepinellas.com for more information about current elections and
canvassing board meetings.

http://www.bringinghomecommunitynews.com/2011/07/08/redistricting-how-can-residents-get-involved-this-summer/
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So you’re thinking about attending a public meeting on redistricting, or maybe
submitting your redistricting suggestions via MyDistrictBuilderor social media, but
you’re not sure where to begin?  How can you express your thoughts about the
manner in which your districts should affect the representation of your
community in Tallahassee and Washington, D.C. for the next decade?

It seems like  a daunting task, but it doesn’t have to be.  In fact, it can actually be
a fun and creative process, because there are so many ways to tell the story of
your community.  Hopefully, the examples below will give you some ideas of how
to submit your redistricting ideas to the Florida Legislature.

Submit a Social Media Comment:

Just because you can’t make one of the 26 public input meetings in-person does not mean you cannot
participate.  You can access meeting webcasts live or replay by clicking here.  What’s more, you can
submit your redistricting ideas before, during or after the meetings to our Facebook and Twitter sites,
or email us at mydistrictbuilder@myfloridahouse.gov.

As an example, click here to see a comment that was submitted via Facebook during the June 20
Tallahassee public meeting.  The comment was a reiteration of a point made by a member of the
public who spoke at the meeting, and the comment was actually read aloud at the meeting.

Submit Ideas as a Group:

No need to work alone in the complicated process of redistricting.  Check out the most recent set of
redistricting plan suggestions at www.floridaredistricting.org‘s Plan Explorer page.  A group of Osceola
County residents sent a clear message about what they want for their congressional district with a
series of personalized emails, which you can read by clicking here.

Submit a Partial Redistricting Plan:

When you use MyDistrictBuilder to submit proposed redistricting plans, you don’t have to submit a
complete map of every district in Florida.  If know about one region or even just a couple of counties in
Florida, you can submit a partial plan for the State House, State Senate or congressional map.

In a recent example, which you can view by clicking here, a Brevard County resident submitted just
four districts for the State House, three in Brevard County, and one split between Brevard and Volusia
counties.

Submit Video Testimony:

If you’re not sure exactly how to draw a map or find just the right words to author a suggestion, then
show us the story of your community.  Capture your story on video, and then either send us the video
file or a link to your video to mydistrictbuilder@myfloridahouse.gov.  Please keep your videos to two
(2) minutes or less, please make sure we can clearly hear and see the audio and visuals that you are
trying to convey, and definitely please keep the videos “family friendly.”

Maybe you could take a video of you and your neighbors talking about how your districts affect your
community.  Or maybe you could even show us the geography that you do or don’t want in the district. 
Looking for some inspiration, check out the citizen comments in the below video summaries of our
recent public meetings.

Category: Legislative HeadLINES
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Coley unsure if she’ll represent Bay next year | year, bay,
coley
FELICIA KITZMILLER / New s Herald Writer

PANAMA CITY BEACH — Rep. Marti Coley discussed redistricting with members of the Panama City Beach
Chamber of Commerce on Thursday, but the discussion had tinges of a farewell address.

Slower population growth in the western part of the Panhandle likely will push legislative districts to the east,
said Coley, R-Marianna. Coley, whose District 7 encompasses nine counties extending from Okaloosa to
Wakulla, anticipates her district will change substantially as a result of the population shift, public opinion and
the requirements of Amendments 5 and 6.

“I get just a little disheartened at some of the numbers I’m seeing,” she said.

The size of legislative districts likely will increase and Bay County has enough population to have its own
legislative district, with some left over. Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, and Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley
Chapel, co-chairs of the bicameral committee for redistricting, have been traveling the state gathering public
input on how the state should be redistricted. A Bay County meeting two weeks ago revealed a strong desire
from citizens to have a single representative for the county, instead of being divided into two or more
sections the way it is now between Coley and Rep. Jimmy Patronis, R-Panama City.

Chamber members, however, were concerned one representative would mean only one vote instead of the
two Bay County is currently able to muster on a given issue. It also increases the county’s representation on
various committees in the House.

“Jimmy Patronis and I have made a fairly effective team,” Coley said. “Whatever committees I couldn’t cover,
he was usually on.”

Redistricting also will be held to new guidelines approved by voters in the last election with Amendments 5
and 6, under which districts must be contiguous, as compact and equal in population as possible, and using
existing city, county and geographical boundaries wherever possible. Advocates for the bill have said the
requirements will prevent gerrymandering and the disenfranchisement of minorities. Critics — including
several legislators — have said it will poorly affect diversity and will disenfranchise more minorities than it
protects.

Coley’s district, which by her calculations takes more than three hours to drive across, will almost certainly be
affected by the amendment’s requirements and it is not known if there is a possibility of neighboring districts,
including those represented by Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Destin, or Brad Drake, R-DeFuniak Springs, moving into
Bay County.

“If the population shifts to South Florida and they get more legislators — we’re two states; anyone who’s
done any lobbying knows that,” chamber member John Robbins said. “We need multiple votes.”

While the desire to have a local representative devoted to the interests of one county has some benefits on
the surface, the need for influence is more pressing, Bay County Commissioner Mike Thomas said.

“I think most people in Bay County would be in favor of two districts if they knew what they might lose,” he
said.

Regardless of where the lines are drawn, Coley said Northwest Florida has become an influential, and
largely unified, voting bloc and she does not see that changing.

“In Northwest Florida it doesn’t matter where you draw the line; we work together,” she said. “… Our strength
is in working together because we don’t have the numbers Central and South Florida do.”

Coley said she expects proposed maps to become available after committee meetings resume in September
and they likely will be voted on when the Legislature reconvenes in January. They are required by statute to
be used in the 2012 election.

http://www.waltonsun.com/news/year-95095-newsherald-bay-coley.html
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From a forthcoming study by Jason Kelly:

The census data used by most state legislatures to redraw congressional
districts includes groups that are not permitted to vote, such as children,
non-citizens and the institutionalized. Moreover, the U.S. Census Bureau
counts the nearly 2-million individuals who are detained in the country’s
correctional institutions among the population of the geographical unit in
which they are incarcerated rather than their place of residence at the
time of their conviction. By shifting a significant proportion of these
phantom populations into districts that lean heavily toward the majority
party, legislators can free up an equal number of citizens from those districts to be distributed
among neighboring marginal ones, thereby increasing that party’s likelihood of picking up
additional seats in the state legislature. An analysis of the population of correctional institution
detainees in each state senate district across 46 states, both before and after the 2000
Census-based redistricting cycle, finds that prison populations do in fact shift systematically
from districts controlled by one party to districts controlled by the other when there is a switch
in partisan control from one census to the next.
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Those in power have power, no matter political stripe
July 8, 2011

Regarding Chan Lowe's June 28 editorial cartoon on redistricting: I wonder if 15-20 years ago when Florida
was dominated by a Democratic Legislature, if he would have substituted a Democratic "jackass" for the
Republican elephant? I doubt it very seriously!

Oh, well, whoever is in power has the power. One can only hope that a reasonable and just redistricting will
prevail.

R.P. Melohn, Coral Springs
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Public meetings on political redistricting won't include maps
  July 10, 2011 12:05 AM

If you go

WHAT: Redistricting meeting

WHERE: News-Journal Center, 221 N. Beach St., Daytona Beach

WHEN: 6-9 p.m. Tuesday

WHY: So legislators can get public feedback on how to draw new voting districts for state and congressional
districts.

ONLINE: Provide feedback, watch redistricting meetings live or test-drive a program that allows users to draw
maps of their own at www.floridaredistricting.org.

Common Redistricting Terms

There's a lot of jargon bandied about during the once-a-decade talks about how to redraw voting districts
(even more than usual for government). Here's a primer so you, too, can sound in the know:

Apportionment: The process of assigning seats in a legislative body among established districts.

District: The geographical boundaries that define the constituency of an elected official.

Redistricting: The process that uses Census data to redraw the lines and boundaries of electoral districts
within a state, county or city to ensure they are substantially equal in population.

Contiguous: A geographically contiguous district is one in which all parts of the district are attached to each
other.

Gerrymandering: The drawing of electoral districts to give one group or party an advantage over another.

Ideal Population: The total population divided by the number of districts within the population group.

Retrogression: A voting or redistricting change that puts minorities in a worse position than under the
existing law or district.

Preclearance: The process of seeking review and approval from either the U.S. Department of Justice or the
federal court in the District of Columbia for any voting or redistricting changes for certain jurisdictions.

Majority-Minority District: One in which a racial or ethnic minority comprises a majority of the voting-age
population.

Source: Florida House of Representatives Redistricting Committee

State lawmakers will be in Daytona Beach on Tuesday night to hold one in a series of public hearings to
gather input on how to draw new lines for state and congressional voting districts.

Since nearly 63 percent of Florida voters indicated last fall they want compact districts that follow city
boundaries as much as possible and don't favor incumbents or a political party, this should be easy, right?

State Rep. Dwayne Taylor of Daytona Beach failed to choke back his laughter at the suggestion. "It's never
easy," said Taylor, the ranking Democrat on the subcommittee overseeing congressional redistricting. "It's
never easy."

The challenge before legislators is to balance the state's 18.8 million people equally among 40 Senate and
120 House districts. They also need to figure out where to put two new congressional districts, dividing the
state among 27 U.S. House districts.

http://www.news-journalonline.com/news/local/east-volusia/2011/07/10/public-meetings-on-political-redistricting-wont-include-maps.html


Easy? Lawmakers in the House and Senate have squirreled away millions for the legal battles they're certain
will challenge whatever boundaries they come up with next spring.

But supporters of the constitutional amendments that passed last year mandating fair districts say lawmakers
are making the job harder than it has to be. In the eyes of Deirdre Macnab, president of the Florida League
of Women Voters, the 26-city redistricting tour that continues through next month is a charade.

That's because legislative leaders decided there would be no proposed maps that would give citizens
options to choose from. The chairmen of the overall redistricting committee, Don Gaetz of Niceville in the
Senate and Will Weatherford of Wesley Chapel from the House, have said maps will be made only after
legislators hear from the public.

Macnab wonders what more input the public can provide than last fall's vote.

"Florida taxpayers are getting a poor return on their investment as they foot the bill for an all-expense-paid
tour for legislators to travel throughout the state," she said.

The absence of maps, even as examples of how boundaries might be redrawn, was a frequent source of
criticism from citizens during the first round of redistricting meetings earlier this month in Northwest Florida.
Wayne Bailey, a political science professor at Stetson University, said not having maps leaves little for
citizens to comment on.

"If I was speaking off the cuff, I don't know that I could do any more than repeat the priorities" of the fair
district amendments, he said.

State Rep. Dorothy Hukill, the co-chair of the Senate Redistricting Subcommittee, disagreed.

"If we produced maps before we have any public input, people might think it's a done deal," said Hukill, a
Republican from Port Orange. "The whole idea is to listen to as many people as possible. It's a very diverse
state, a lot of diverse interests and concerns."

It's an issue both Democrats and Republicans in Tallahassee agree on. Said Taylor, "Some people want to
see maps before, but I don't think we can do that until we get the feedback from the public."

Another issue staying the hand of lawmakers is a lawsuit that threatens to throw out the fair district
amendments.

A hearing is scheduled for July 29 in Miami for the suit filed by two members of Congress -- Mario Diaz-
Balert, R-Miami, and Jacksonville Democrat Corrine Brown, whose District 3 includes part of Volusia County.
They say the amendments would hurt minority representation in Congress, even though they were
supported by groups like the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and Democracia
Ahora.

House Speaker Dean Cannon had his chamber join the suit, too, meaning taxpayers are funding both the
House's challenge as well as the state's defense of the new laws. The House set aside $30 million in
reserves for the redistricting fight; the Senate budgeted $9 million. (The Legislature spent about $10 million
a decade ago in lawsuits over new district boundaries.)

Legislative leaders say they are concerned about impacting minority representation. In communication with
the Justice Department this spring, lawmakers said they should be permitted to downplay the requirements of
the new amendments in order to preserve majority-minority districts.

The question for voters is whether this concern stems from a desire to promote democratic ideals -- or thwart
them.

Majority-minority districts like Brown's were a major impetus for the fair district amendments because while
they can unite racial or ethnic groups, they also can divide communities. Brown's district, for example,
includes parts of Jacksonville, Orlando, Sanford, Gainesville, Palatka and DeLand -- cities that have little in
common besides predominantly black neighborhoods.

With so many Democrats packed into that one district, Republicans held a numerical advantage in four of the
five surrounding districts. The pattern played out in other districts around the state, helping Republicans
hold the advantage in a majority of Florida's congressional districts despite being outnumbered by
Democrats statewide.

Brown likes to point out, though, that no African-American since 1871 represented Florida in Washington



until districts were drawn with an eye toward minority representation in 1992 -- the year she was elected.

"We as a community have fought too long and too hard to take a step backwards," she said in reiterating her
opposition to the fair district amendments.

But districts that are drawn to give one party a clear advantage can be harmful for a democracy, Stetson's
Bailey said.

When candidates feel they only need to win a primary to secure a district, it favors the most conservative
Republicans, the most liberal Democrats, Bailey said. And when you get a majority of extremists in
Tallahassee, it doesn't lend itself to compromise or solutions to nuanced problems.

"We're creating districts where the so-called moderate Republican or Democrat doesn't exist anymore,"
Bailey said. "(Unfair) redistricting has helped move them to the extremes. (Fair redistricting is) the only way
to restore Florida to a political system that can fulfill the democratic ethos."
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Rep. Corrine Brown calls her meandering district the ‘most
popular’ in America – Central Florida Political Pulse –
Orlando Sentinel
Rep. Corrine Brown's district is so narrow at one point ('A' on the
map) that the only thing it encompasses is a bridge. Rep. John
Mica's district starts 127 miles north in Ponte Vedra Beach and
snakes southward to just barely include his home ('B' on the
map). It takes two hours to drive from the Osceola portion of Rep.
Daniel Webster's "Orlando District" to its northern tip near Ocala
('C' on the map). Rep. Sandy Adams' district is drawn so narrowly
through Winter Park that the primary residents between Aloma
and Palmer avenues ('D' on the map) are the gators and herons
that inhabit Lake Osceola. (Orlando Sentinel staff)

TALLAHASSEE –  At a Florida redistricting hearing in Jacksonville
Monday, Democratic U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown called her
meandering congressional district — stretching from the First
Coast to Gainesville and touching Orlando — the “most popular”
district in America, given that it is drawing so much attention.

She was being facetious, of course, because her district has
been bulletin-board material for the Fair Districts Florida
campaign to end political gerrymandering. She is also a plaintiff in
the ongoing legal fight to invalidate redistricting reforms that
could make it harder to preserve her seat.

“When you listen to people talk, you would think I drew the district,” Brown told the state legislative panels
holding public hearings around the state this summer. ”The district was drawn to comply with the 1965 Voting
Rights Act.”

But some citizens testifying urged lawmakers to ignore “the race card” and draw maps more respective of
local government boundaries.

The reforms would require state legislators drawing new maps to pay more heed to existing city and county
lines when they create new legislative and congressional districts, and it prohibits them from intentionally
trying to help one party or incumbent politician. But the amendments’ impact on political districts drawn to
help elect minority lawmakers is a murkier issue still playing out in federal court.

Brown said Florida was still at risk of denying minority groups the right to elect candidates of their
choosing, referring to a period of 28 years when Congress had no African-American legislators. “In Florida, it
was 129 years when I got elected” (in 1992), she said. “I have committed that we will never go ‘dark’ again in
the United States Congress.”

A day after Florida voters passed the Fair Districts amendments in November — one applied to legislative
redistricting, the other to congressional lines — U.S. Reps. Brown, D-Jacksonville, and Mario Diaz-Balart,
R-Miami, filed suit, alleging that the congressional amendment infringed on the power of Congress to
regulate elections.

Both lawmakers represent “minority-access” districts drawn to cobble together a large-enough plurality of
African-Americans or Hispanics to reliably elect minority lawmakers; Brown’s district spans nine counties,
from Jacksonville to Orlando. Both want to preserve the Legislature’s power to draw such districts.

House Speaker Dean Cannon ordered the House to join their suit last spring. That means taxpayers are
paying for both the House’s challenge and the Department of State’s defense of the new standards.

“Nothing has changed with regard to the law,” Brown said, referring to her lawsuit.

Even without Fair Districts, Brown’s 3rd congressional district will have to change somewhat in 2012,
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because it has about 93,000 fewer voters than is now required, according to the 2010 U.S. Census. That
makes it one of the most out-of-whack in the state.

Democrats have held out hope that Fair Districts would lead to maps that don’t dilute their voters and render
them a perennially out-of-power party in Florida, and Brown said Monday she agreed with the goal — even
though she’s trying to invalidate the congressional amendment.

“I want to elect Democrats. In fact, I wouldn’t care if all 27 [Florida House members in 2012] are Democrats.
… I wouldn’t care if a few of them are Republicans, but we’ve got too many in Washington right now,” Brown
said. “But what we’re talking about is including the principles of the 1965 Voting Rights Act when we draw
those districts.”

The Legislature’s redistricting committees have two meetings in Central Florida this week:

Public Redistricting Meeting – Daytona Beach
Tuesday, July 12, 2011
6 p.m. – 9 p.m. EDT
News Journal Center at Daytona State College
221 N. Beach St., #100
Daytona Beach, FL 32114
 
 
Public Redistricting Meeting – The Villages
Wednesday, July 13, 2011
8 a.m. – 12 p.m. EDT
Colony Cottage Recreation Center
510 Colony Blvd.
The Villages, FL 32162
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Familiar arguments emerge in Jacksonville redistricting
hearing
The baseline arguments for and against the way the legislature is handling the once-a-decade task of
redrawing political lines were on full display Monday in Jacksonville.

Proponents of the current timeline, Republicans lawmakers on the committee, argue that they are holding a
summer's worth of public hearings to get input from voters on how best to draw the lines.

Opponents of the process - third party voter registration groups and Democrats - argue that lengthy timeline
helps protect incumbent candidates because potential opponents won't know what district they are running
for until it's too late. 

"These meetings should have been held earlier," said Lisa Goller, one of roughly 300 in attendance at a
Jacksonville hearing. "And we should be looking at the maps now."

She echoed the sentiment also pushed by group's like the League of Women Voters and the American Civil
Liberties Union.

Related: Watch U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown, D - Jacksonville, give her testimony here and here.

Of the 51 speakers, most expressed concern that some version of the maps were not already drawn. Some
lawmakers on the committee charged with redistricting said they simply wanted public input.

"We did not want maps drawn entirely by politicians," said Don Gaetz, who is the Senate's chair on the
committee.

The committee is comprised of both House and Senate members. It is currently traveling the state holding
public hearings.

The early afternoon meeting was held at Florida State College at Jacksonville's downtown campus. A second
meeting is set to get going at 6 p.m.

Check back to Jacksonville.com, and read tomorrow's Times-Union for a full story on the meetings.

Follow me on Twitter. I'm on Facebook, too.
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Supporters, critics debate process for redistricting plan
The baseline arguments for and against the way the Legislature is handling the once-a-decade task of
redrawing political lines were on full display during a set of public hearings Monday in Jacksonville.

Proponents of the current timeline - mostly Republicans - argue that they are holding public hearings
throughout the summer to receive input from voters on how best to draw the lines.

Opponents of the process - civic organizations and most Democrats - say the lengthy timeline helps protect
incumbents because potential challengers won't know what district they are running for until it's too late.

"These meetings should have been held earlier," said Lisa Goller, one of about 300 in attendance at the
afternoon meeting. "And we should be looking at the maps now."

She echoed the sentiment also pushed by groups like the League of Women Voters and the American Civil
Liberties Union.

The committee's leadership said it simply wants public input prior to penning any maps.

"We did not want maps drawn entirely by politicians," said Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, one of the
committee's leaders.

The committee comprises both House and Senate members and is traveling the state holding public
hearings.

With that input in hand, lawmakers will draw and vote on the new map in early next year. After that vote, most
are expecting a raft of legal challenges, which could extend the timeframe even longer.

One lawsuit has already been filed by U.S. Reps. Corrine Brown, a Democrat, and Mario Diaz-Balart, a
Republican, challenging the constitutionality of two amendments that aim to take the politics out of
redistricting.

Both argue that the compact districts that Amendments 5 and 6 call for would hurt minority-access districts.

"When America has a cold, the African-American community has pneumonia," she told the committee. "It is
very important that we remain in the room."

Brown's district, which winds from Jacksonville to Orlando, has been the poster child for those who say
politics needs to be taken out of the equation.

The Florida House has also joined the lawsuit, and the fact that elected officials are using taxpayer dollars to
mount a legal challenge to amendments passed by more than 60 percent of Florida voters was not lost on
those in attendance.

Longtime Northeast Florida resident Bruce Rockwell posed the question to committee members that was on
the minds of many who spoke.

"The residents of Florida voted for Amendments 5 and 6, so what's the problem?" he said.

matt.dixon@jacksonville.com, (904) 359-4174

http://jacksonville.com/news/florida/2011-07-12/story/supporters-critics-debate-process-redistricting-plan
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Florida redistricting: Redistricting hearing to be held at The
Villages
5:55 p.m. EDT, July 11, 2011

5:55 p.m. EDT, July 11, 2011

THE VILLAGES — Florida lawmakers will host a redistricting hearing from 8 a.m. to noon today at The
Villages' Colony Cottage Recreation Center, 510 Colony Blvd.

After the national census every 10 years, state lawmakers must redraw the voting boundaries of each
district. The process of redistricting must be finished before candidates can qualify for the 2012 election.

At the hearing, citizens will have a chance to discuss the process with lawmakers from the Senate Committee
on Reapportionment and House Committee on Redistricting.

The number of congressional districts in Florida will increase from 25 to 27, according to a brochure put out
by the committee.

The Senate committee's website offers a draw-your-own-district map, maps of the current districts and a list
of current state senators and representatives.

Hearings are also being held in 24 other cities across the state, including two in Orlando on July 27. For a list
of hearings, visit thefloridachannel.org/redistricting-hearings.

— Meredith Rutland

http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/lake/os-lk-villages-redistricting-hearing-20110711,0,542695.story
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Florida House and Senate to Hold Public Redistricting
Meetings
Date: 

07/13/2011 - 6:00pm - 9:00pm

This summer, Floridians across the state are invited to participate in an important event – the redrawing of
Florida’s political boundary lines. In preparation of the redistricting process, public meetings will take place in
the North Central Florida area and will include stops in The Villages and Gainesville on Wednesday, July 13.

Members of the Florida Legislature invite you to come out and be a part of this process!

For more information, please visit www.floridaredistricting.org.

http://www.chronicleonline.com/content/florida-house-and-senate-hold-public-redistricting-meetings
http://www.floridaredistricting.org/
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Alachua County to hold public input hearing on redistricting
A public meeting to gain local input on the redistricting of the Florida Legislature and the state’s
congressional districts is scheduled for Wednesday evening.

The meeting will run from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Santa Fe College Fine Arts Hall, 3000 NW 83rd St.

State government is holding similar meetings across the state over the next few months. More information on
the process is available online at t www.floridaredistricting.org.

http://www.gainesville.com/article/20110712/ARTICLES/110719915/1183?Title=Public-input-hearing-on-redistricting-is-Wednesday
http://www.floridaredistricting.org/
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Florida redistricting: Redistricting hearing to be held at The
Villages
By Meredith Rutland, Orlando Sentinel 10:43 p.m. EDT, July 12, 2011

By Meredith Rutland, Orlando Sentinel

10:43 p.m. EDT, July 12, 2011

THE VILLAGES — Florida lawmakers will host a redistricting hearing from 8 a.m. to noon today at The
Villages' Colony Cottage Recreation Center, 510 Colony Blvd.

After the national census every 10 years, state lawmakers must redraw the voting boundaries of each
district. The process of redistricting must be finished before candidates can qualify for the 2012 election.

At the hearing, citizens will have a chance to discuss the process with lawmakers from the Senate Committee
on Reapportionment and House Committee on Redistricting.

The number of congressional districts in Florida will increase from 25 to 27, according to a brochure put out
by the committee.

The Senate committee's website offers a draw-your-own-district map, maps of the current districts and a list
of current state senators and representatives.

Hearings are also being held in 24 other cities across the state, including two in Orlando on July 27. For a list
of hearings, visit thefloridachannel.org/redistricting-hearings.

— Meredith Rutland

http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/lake/os-lk-villages-redistricting-hearing-20110711,0,542695.story
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Slap of redistricting reality | StAugustine.com
marcia.lane@staugustine.com

After listening for people testifying for more than two hours of at a Florida Legislature redistricting hearing on
Tuesday, a central Florida senator ruffled a few feathers when he delivered a political "reality."

Sen. Alan Hays, R-Umatilla, suggested the audience consider that having one senator and one
representative for each county might not be advantageous.

Hays said if that one legislator wasn't a member of the political party in power, "Your county is probably going
to be toast" when it came to getting anything done.

Furthermore, he said, if the one elected official "gets crosswise (with leadership), you're toast. I'm giving you
a taste of reality as it really, really is," Hays, a retired dentist, said that was why he believes it pays to have
two or three legislators representing parts of a single county.

His district includes parts of Lake, Marion, Seminole, Sumter and Volusia counties.

Currently, the Republicans hold the majority in both the Senate and the House.

Hays' remarks drew mutterings from some of approximately 100 people who turned out for the meeting.

No gerrymandering

The majority of the audience at the hearing at Flagler College auditorium called for both compact and
contiguous districts and no gerrymandering when legislative maps are redrawn.

While plenty of maps were on display, none showed how the new redistricting might look. Legislators say
that's because they want to get input first and then do drawings. Numerous audience members said they
needed legislators to give them some idea of what officials have in mind.

Audience members who spoke didn't have specific plans for how the maps should be drawn up, but many
told legislators to accept the will of the people. Many speakers noted that 63 percent of voters had passed
Amendments 5 and 6, amendments that are supposed to mean "fair" districts that don't favor any one party
or incumbent. Now the legislature is involved in a suit concerning the amendments, and taxpayers are footing
the bill.

Sen. John Thrasher, R-St. Augustine, told the crowd that legislators intended to obey the amendments.

"Amendments 5 and 6 were voted on; they're the law and we intend to stand by those amendments and do
everything we can in our power to make sure we abide by them," he said, drawing applause from the crowd.
Thrasher represents parts of Duval, Flagler, Nassau, St. Johns and Volusia counties.

Among other concerns were length of time the redistricting process will take, how that will handicap possible
candidates and potential disenfranchisement of voters.

Defending legislators

Sen. Don Gaetz, a Republican who represents parts of Bay, Escambia, Okaloosa, Santa Rosa and Walton
counties, co-chaired the meeting. He is expected to become the next Senate president.

The only time he became riled was when St. Augustine resident Pam Linder asked several questions. She
wanted to know how many of the 30 plus legislators on stage represented more than four counties. Seven
raised their hands. Then, how many took part in the 2002 redistricting. Three raised their hands. When she
asked how many voted for Amendments 5 and 6, Gaetz sharply spoke out for the right of the secret ballot.

"This is still America," he said. Nor would he allow a question about if any would be suing the state if
redistricted. "We're not going to put them on the spot."

Rep. Dennis Baxley, a Republican who represents part of Marion County, later took the opportunity to deny
there was any "gag order" to keep legislators from talking as has been rumored.

http://staugustine.com/news/local-news/2011-07-12/slap-redistricting-reality


"No one has limited my ability to speak," he said.

County concerns

Officials from three counties added their two-cents worth about the redistricting timeline.

"Remember the economic factor," said Putnam County Supervisor of Elections Susan McCool, warning the
committee, "You're going to hear this throughout the state (from supervisors)."

Vicky Oakes, standing in for St. Johns Supervisor Penny Halyburton, pointed out the enormous number of
voters (about 11 million) and the amount of paperwork and organization that will need to be completed
including notifying people of their new districts. There will be only two weeks between when the federal
Department of Justice gives its approval for the redistricting and when the first absentee ballots go out.

Flagler Clerk of Court Gail Wadsworth was among those suggesting legislators put together counties that
are similar in interests and makeup. "We want to be together," Wadsworth said, noting the similarities
between Flagler and St. Johns counties.

So was there a meeting of the minds from the hearing?

When audience member Annette Cappella, a leader in the local Democratic Party, spoke, she told
legislators, "I think you are hearing. I hope you are listening." After the hearing ended, she remained
uncertain.

"We all want to follow the Constitution, but politics get in the way," Cappella said.

*

About Redistricting

Every 10 years after U.S. Census data is compiled, Legislative and Congressional districts are redrawn.
Population growth or loss determines if a state will get additional House seats. Because of growth, Florida will
get an additional two congressmen to add to the current 25 for the state. The state's population is hovering
at 18 million.

The redistricting process can be a contentious one. It may be even more so this time around.

Using petitions, Florida voters put Amendments 5 and 6 on the 2010 ballot. Those amendments dealt with
standards to follow in legislative and congressional redistricting and are supposed to ensure "fair" districts
that don't favor any one party or incumbent.

The Florida Legislature came up with Amendment 7 that would have wiped out Amendments 5 and 6 even if
they passed. That was tossed out by a judge.

But, wait, it gets more complicated. Two U.S. representatives from Florida -- Corrine Brown and Mario Diaz
Balart -- are suing over the redistricting.

Speaker designate Will Weatherford, a Republican who represents parts of Hillsborough and Pasco
counties, answered several charges at Tuesday's redistricting hearing including denying a "pot of money"
had been set aside to fight the amendments. The lawsuit was filed by two members of Congress, he said.
"We are a partner in that."
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The Villages is a poster-child for Fair Districts confusion –
Central Florida Political Pulse – Orlando Sentinel
TALLAHASSEE — Florida lawmakers came to The Villages on Wednesday for their redistricting road-show.

And they got a sampling of what could be the coming contradictory tug-of-war between the process of re-
drawing political boundaries and the new mandates of Fair Districts Florida to parrot current local
government boundaries where possible.

The Villages is a sprawling retirement community that encompasses three counties in Central Florida,
and appears designed to defy last year’s redistricting constitutional amendments aimed at ending the time-
honored tradition of gerrymandering.

It spreads out over Sumter, Lake and Marion counties, represented by four U.S. House members, from
Jacksonville Democrat Corrine Brown to Hernando County Republican Richard Nugent.

Within the exurban landscape of The Villages, city and county lines play less of a role in defining the
community than homeowners’ associations.

While residents within The Villages implored lawmakers Wednesday to keep the development district
together in its maps, others who live on the outskirts of those counties asked for just the opposite: compact
districts that follow county lines and theoretically adhere to the intent of the Fair Districts amendments.

Besides new guidelines for congressional and legislative districts to be drawn without the intent of helping or
hurting incumbents or parties, the Fair Districts reforms require that districts “shall be compact; and districts
shall, where feasible, utilize existing political and geographical boundaries.”

John Wood of Lake County said he wanted lawmakers to keep the county within one congressional district,
but preferred a legislative map that would encompass all of The Villages — which means doing the opposite,
dividing Lake, Marion and Sumter counties.

“That would be separating a part of Lake County to keep The Villages together but it would be within the
parameters you have to follow,” he said.

Senate Redistricting Chairman Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, said examples like The Villages — if they were to be
used as the outline of new congressional and legislative maps — would be fodder in lawsuits likely to come.

“There appears to be to the normal person some inconsistencies. When you look at the amendments … you
would get the feeling that there is no clear answer to what exactly the building blocks should be,” Gaetz said,
after an official with the The Villages homeowner association asked him to use its geographic boundaries as
the basis for re-drawing maps for the 80,000-plus Floridians who live in the development.

“However they’re applied in the development of maps, it likely someone will be unhappy and challenge what
comes out on the other end,” Gaetz continued. When that happens, “we can hark back to this hearing we’ve
had in The Villages because of your testimony. You’ve put your finger right on the problem.”

http://blogs.orlandosentinel.com/news_politics/2011/07/the-villages-is-a-poster-child-for-fair-districts-confusion.html
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Redistricting hearing set for Wednesday – City Limits -
Gainesville Sun - Gainesville, FL
Members of the Florida House and Senate redistricting committees will be in Gainesville on Wednesday to
hold a hearing to “give the public an opportunity to start the conversation about redistricting and share their
ideas directly with Florida legislators,” according to a news release.

Hearings are being held across the state as Florida’s districts reform in the wake of new census data that
added new seats in Congress and redistricting amendments meant to eliminate gerrymandering.

Gainesville’s hearing is scheduled to run from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Wednesday and will be held at the Fine
Arts Hall on Santa Fe College’s main campus, located at 3000 NW 83rd St.

http://citylimits.blogs.gainesville.com/14922/redistricting-hearing-set-for-wednesday/
http://flhouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?DocumentType=Press Release&FileName=417
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/25/us/politics/25redistrict.html
http://www.tampabay.com/news/us-justice-department-clears-florida-redistricting-amendments/1172887
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Janet Adkins

Redistricting Committee hears public

By Janet Adkins, For the News-Leader

The first week of redistricting meetings were held last week with two meetings in Tallahassee and one
meeting in each location of Pensacola, Fort Walton Beach and Panama City. After 13 hours of driving and
13 hours of listening to public testimony, it is clear that the effort to draw new districts will be tedious.

This is my first experience in the redistricting process and I am honored to have been appointed to serve on
the Redistricting Committee. While other members were thankful to dodge the "extra work," I enjoy the
opportunity to work hard and to be a part of history and to learn the mechanics behind redistricting.

Every 10 years, Florida redraws the political boundary lines of every state legislative and congressional
district to reflect changes in population, as determined by the most recent U.S. Census and as required by
the Florida and U.S. Constitution. The term "reapportionment" refers to the task of dividing the state's
population by the number of congressional seats apportioned to the state. The task of "redistricting" is the
redrawing of political boundary lines to reflect change in the population.

Between now and Sept. 1 members for the Florida House and Senate will hold 26 public hearings throughout
the state to hear from Floridians on how they wish the new lines to be drawn.

After conducting extensive public hearings, the various redistricting committees will begin drawing House,
Senate and Congressional boundaries. It is important to note that no new maps have been drafted yet.
There are an infinite number of ways that the 120 House, 40 Senate and 27 Congressional seats can be
drawn; the first step is to listen to the public so we understand where they have communities of common
interests and how they want to be represented in their legislative branch.

During the 2012 legislative session, congressional, senate and house boundaries will be adopted.
Legislative session will begin early next year, starting on Jan. 10 and ending in early March. This will allow
time for the courts to validate the maps for use in the 2012 elections.

There are many complexities involved in drawing new district lines. The principle of "One Person, One Vote"
in Reynolds v. Sims forbids major disparities in the creation of congressional and state legislative districts.
These potential disparities are commonly referred to as the district's deviation from the ideal population
number. To determine the ideal population number, Florida's total population of 18,801,301 would be divided
by 120 house districts, 40 state senate districts and 27 congressional districts.

The Voting Rights Act prohibits any practice or procedure, including certain redistricting practices, which
impair the ability of a minority community to elect candidates of choice on an equal basis with non-minority
voters. For more information regarding the Voting Rights Act, please visit www.floridaredistricting. org.

http://www.fbnewsleader.com/articles/2011/07/11/opinion/00editavptjanetadkins.txt


It was quite interesting to hear the thoughts from individuals in the Panhandle. The northern part of the
Panhandle is primarily agriculture and the southern portion focused on tourism and the item of most interest
was should district boundaries be drawn horizontally to reflect the communities of interest (such as
agriculture and tourism) or should they be drawn vertically to reflect county lines where possible.

Many rural counties do not have sufficient population for a full House or Senate district and must be grouped
with other counties. Then it becomes a matter of where do you split a county. We had individuals who
expressed interest in "like" neighborhoods being grouped together and others who asked that their city be
made "whole" within the same district.

In Tallahassee, much concern was expressed over congressional districts; but in Pensacola, individuals were
concerned primarily with state and house districts.

Concern was voiced regarding the newly passed Amendments 5 and 6 dealing with "Fair Districts." Every two
years each lawmaker takes an oath to uphold and defend the Constitution of the State of Florida and the
U.S. Constitution. These amendments are now part of Florida's Constitution and the Legislature will abide by
their requirements.

The Redistricting Committee heard from individuals representing AARP, NAACP, League of Women Voters,
ACLU, Tea Party, Coffee Party, Democratic Executive Committee, Farm Bureau, Republican Executive
Committee and the Chamber of Commerce. We heard from private citizens, school board members, city
commissioners, a Soil & Water Conservation supervisor, a mayor and a representative from the Supervisor
of Elections office. Everyone who wished to speak was able to voice their opinion on how they wanted the
lines to be drawn. No one was turned away.

The 2012 Congressional districts will have a population of 696,345; Nassau County is currently grouped in
Congressional District 4, which has an overage of 48,073. This means that the district will need to decrease
in size.

Senate districts will have a population of 470,033. Nassau County is currently split between Senate District 5
and 8. District 5 needs to lose 45,336 in population and District 8 needs to lose 55,641 in population.
Nassau County is currently in House District 12, which is 2,676 over the ideal population of 156,678.

Once adopted, these maps will be in place for 10 years so it is important for you to ensure your voice is
heard.

I encourage you to learn more about Florida's redistricting process and to sign up for email updates by
visiting www.floridaredistricting.org. Also, the Florida House of Representatives has launched a web-based
tool called "MyDistrictBuilder" that is available to the public so that individual citizens can propose their
version of a redistricting plan. You can access this tool by clicking "MyDistrictBuilder" from the
www.floridaredistricting.org website. This online tool will be used by both Floridians and legislators to
propose new boundary lines for congressional and state legislative districts.

As a member of the Redistricting Committee, it is important that I hear from you in how you wish your
community to be represented. Please mark your calendar for July 11, Florida State College at Jacksonville's
Downtown Campus. We will hold two meetings that day: 2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m.

I look forward to hearing from you on how our community can best be represented through the redistricting
process. Please feel free to call me with your questions or comments.

janet.adkins@myfloridahouse.gov

Story created Jul 11, 2011 - 12:47:20 PDT.
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Will majority-Black districts disappear?
Legislators get another earful about redistricting

BY JAMES HARPER
FLORIDA COURIER

The concept of "majority minority" voting districts – voting districts that are designed to maximize the number
of Blacks, Hispanics or Native Americans in a single district – took a hit this week at the latest in a series of
statewide public town hall-style meetings on redistricting, with some speakers calling majority-minority
districts "legalized segregation."

Redistricting is the redrawing of Florida’s political boundary lines, occurring every 10 years, to reflect
changes in population. The Florida Legislature must redraw the state’s congressional and legislative
boundary lines prior to the 2012 elections.

Not needed?

"I do not need a majority-minority district. I represent all the people," said Volusia County Councilwoman
Joyce Cusack, who was among more than 60 speakers at a public hearing on redistricting organized by
Florida legislators in Daytona Beach Tuesday.

Corrine Brown was elected to represent Florida’s
Congressional District Three, a majority-minority district
because it includes Black voters living in parts of nine
separate Florida counties. (FLORIDA COURIER FILES)

At least 300 people were on hand for what is being
dubbed a "listening tour" for legislators who will ultimately
choose the political boundaries for congressional
representatives and state house and senate
representatives.

Cusack, a Black politician and former state legislator
before she was term-limited, was elected last November
by residents of Volusia County to an at-large seat, which
meant she had to get a majority of the votes countywide.
Other council members represent different segments of
the county.

Cusack won the seat in a county whose makeup is 12
percent Black. Her opponent in a runoff last November
was White. Cusack had similar victories when she was in
Tallahassee as the District 26 state representative, which
is now held by a Black man, Dwayne Taylor.

Taylor, of Daytona Beach, was chosen to serve on the
congressional redistricting subcommittee, one of three
committees that will change the shape of every legislative
district in Florida and decide where to place two new
congressional seats. Taylor will be giving input on the
redrawing of all congressional districts.

‘Keep them whole’

Cusack, like many others during the three-hour hearing, also stressed the importance that when the political
boundaries are redrawn that they be compact.

"Keep Flagler County whole," said Sally Sherman, deputy county administrator of Flagler County.

One district that garnered a lot of attention during the hearing was Florida’s Third Congressional District,

http://www.flcourier.com/flflorida/5746-will-majority-black-districts-disappear
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=20


One district that garnered a lot of attention during the hearing was Florida’s Third Congressional District,
which Democratic Rep. Corrine Brown represents. Her district stretches over 100 miles and includes portions
of Jacksonville, Daytona Beach and Orlando.

"I don’t know if she represents me because of gerrymandering," said Daytona resident John Nichols. He
challenged anyone who believes her district wasn’t drawn with race in mind. He said it was wrong "back then"
when the district was first created.

"Things are changing. We have to look at who the person is," concluded Nicholson.

Ellen Darden, a resident of New Smyrna, also was upset about majority-minority districts, saying the Voting
Rights Act protects "people who were called minorities."

"Go away from snakelike-line (drawn districts)," said Darden, using U.S. Rep. Alan West, a Black Republican
representing a district in South Florida where few Blacks reside, as an example of a Black candidate winning
a predominately White voting district.

Districts required

The Voting Rights Act as amended in 1982 requires majority-minority districts. Section 2 of the Act includes
language designed to prevent dilution of representation for minority groups, and to protect their ability to
"elect representatives of their choice."

States are permitted and sometimes required to create new majority-minority districts under the Voting
Rights Act to avoid diluting minority voting strength during redistricting. States with significant minority
population growth over the course of the last decade, for instance, may need to create new majority-minority
districts to ensure that redistricting plans comply with the requirements of Section 2 of the Act.

The creation of majority-minority districts has increased Black representation in the House of
Representatives and in state legislatures. It also has been used to create majority Hispanic and Native
American districts, especially at the state level. There is the possibility of another majority-minority district in
Florida.

Unintended consequences

Some speakers pointed out that majority-minority districts also have created districts with few or no
minorities, enabling those elected from such districts to not be accountable to them. One speaker also noted
that Blacks have no power or voice in Tallahassee, where Republicans hold a majority in the House and
Senate – some say because of majority-minority districts.

Brown supports her district being drawn as majority-minority. She along with U.S. Rep. Mario Diaz Balart, R-
Miami, filed suit to block the so-called Fair Districts Amendments to the Florida Constitution from taking
effect. Both Brown and Diaz-Balart represent districts saturated with minority voters, a fact that continually
came up during the hearing.

‘Blacks get pneumonia’

Brown was not at the hearing in Daytona Beach, but she did speak at one held in Jacksonville on Monday,
calling her district the "most popular" in America due to the significant media attention it has garnered. Brown
said that minority representation was paramount in Florida.

"When America has a cold, the African-American community has pneumonia," said Brown. "We have a high
unemployment rate and it’s very important that we remain in the room."

One of her constituents – a White man – criticized Brown during the hearing held at Florida State College in
downtown Jacksonville.

"Corrine Brown was very proud about representing minorities, but she never talked about representing me,"
he said. "Frankly, I feel unrepresented."
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Legislators coming to Daytona next week to get comments
on redistricting
BY JAMES HARPER
DAYTONA TIMES

More than 40 Florida state legislators are expected to descend upon Daytona Beach on Tuesday for a joint
meeting of the House Redistricting Committee, the Congressional Redistricting Subcommittee, the Senate
Redistricting Subcommittee and the House Redistricting Sub committee.

Rep. Dwayne Taylor

The meeting will take place from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the News-Journal Center at
Daytona State College, 221 N. Beach St. The meeting is a public hearing on
redistricting. The purpose of the meetings is to give information and gather public
input about redistricting.

Critics of meetings already held are upset that the public hearings are taking
place before the legislators propose maps for the once-every-10-years redrawing
of districts.

Redistricting is the redrawing of Florida’s political boundary lines, occurring every
10 years, to reflect changes in population. The Florida Legislature must redraw
the state’s congressional and legislative boundary lines prior to the 2012
elections.

Changing the shape of state districts

State Rep. Dwayne Taylor of Daytona Beach was chosen to serve on congressional redistricting
subcommittee, one of three committees that will change the shape of every legislative district in Florida and
decide where to place two new congressional seats.

"In the past, they were gerrymandering the districts, making districts favorable to an incumbent or a
particular party. Can’t do that with Fair Districts amendments," said Taylor, noting among congressional
districts he will be redrawing are the ones currently held by Congress members Corrine Brown, John Mica
and Sandy Adams.

The U.S. Department of Justice green-lighted the controversial Fair District amendments last month saying it
could find no reason why the Voting Rights Act barred Florida from using the new standards.

Strict guidelines must be followed

There is a history of racial discrimination in at least five Florida counties. Florida has to submit all changes to
voting and elections laws to the Justice Department for preclearance.

Advocates for the Fair District amendments are aiming at limiting lawmakers’ ability to craft gerrymandered
districts based on political considerations.

Rep. Dorothy Hukill of Port Orange is co-chair of the Senate Redistricting Subcommittee.

Members of the committees must follow strict guidelines and are told to refrain from discussing their personal
political ambitions, personal district preferences or the ambitions or preferences of other candidates or office
holders with the chairman, the members or the staff of the redistricting committee.

Meetings next week in other cities

Members of the Florida House and Senate recently kicked off the 2012 Florida Redistricting Public Input
meetings in several Northwest Florida communities with great participation from Panhandle residents.

The members will kick off next week with a meeting in Jacksonville on July 11 at the Florida State College,
downtown Jacksonville at 401 W. State St. from 2 to 4 p.m.

http://www.flcourier.com/fldaytona-times/5676-legislators-coming-to-daytona-next-week-to-get-comments-on-redistricting
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=20


Before coming to Daytona Beach on Tuesday, the legislators will be at Flagler College in St. Augustine from
8 to 11 a.m.

"If you or someone you know lives in the Northeast or North Central Florida regions, we encourage you to
participate in one or many of these unique forums where your opinions regarding Florida’s redistricting will
be heard,’’ said Florida Rep. John Legg, Speaker pro tempore.

On Wednesday, the group moves on to The Villages at the Colony Cottage Recreation Center from 8 a.m. to
noon.

Legislators will round up the week at a public meeting in Gainesville at Santa Fe Community College
beginning at 6 p.m. and ending at 9 p.m.

How to access info online

Residents who can’t attend meetings can visit www.floridaredistricting.org and can access social media to
provide commentary, watch the meetings live on the web. Resients also can access a state-of-the-art
MyDistrictBuilder application, which allows users to draw their own district maps for submission to the Florida
Legislature for consideration.

Public comments and suggestions also can be submitted via e-mail to MyDistrictBuilder@myfloridahouse.gov
This e-mail address is being protected from spambots. You need JavaScript enabled to view it .

http://www.floridaredistricting.org/
mailto: %3Cscript language='JavaScript' type='text/javascript'%3E %3C!-- var prefix = 'ma' + 'il' + 'to'; var path = 'hr' + 'ef' + '='; var addy84512 = 'MyDistrictBuilder' + '@'; addy84512 = addy84512 + 'myfloridahouse' + '.' + 'gov'; document.write( '%3Ca ' + path + '\'' + prefix + ':' + addy84512 + '\'%3E' ); document.write( addy84512 ); document.write( '%3C\/a%3E' ); //--%3E\n %3C/script%3E %3Cscript language='JavaScript' type='text/javascript'%3E %3C!-- document.write( '%3Cspan style=\'display: none;\'%3E' ); //--%3E %3C/script%3EThis e-mail address is being protected from spambots. You need JavaScript enabled to view it %3Cscript language='JavaScript' type='text/javascript'%3E %3C!-- document.write( '%3C/' ); document.write( 'span%3E' ); //--%3E %3C/script%3E
mailto:MyDistrictBuilder@myfloridahouse.gov
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Don Gaetz and Will Weatherford: Your opportunity to help
guide the state's reapportionment
Published: Monday, July 11, 2011 at 6:01 a.m.

This summer, lawmakers from across the state will begin the process of redrawing Florida's legislative and
congressional district boundaries.

This historic event happens just once every 10 years, as directed by the United States Constitution.

In keeping with the Sunshine State's strong commitment to transparency, the Florida Legislature has been
working hard to ensure that you will have unprecedented access to all of the information, tools and
resources that you need to impact the redistricting process.

With that responsibility in mind, we are making your community aware that Florida's legislators are hosting a
series of 26 public input meetings on redistricting throughout the state.

The pair of public redistricting meetings in North Central Florida will be held Wednesday from 8 a.m. until
noon in The Villages in Marion County; and from 6 p.m. until 9 p.m. at Santa Fe College.

The purpose of these public hearings is to listen to you, not for politicians to stand on their soapboxes.

We want to get your thoughts about what you believe are the important facts and unique characteristics of
your community.

We will provide Floridians with opportunities to ask questions throughout the process; however, legislators
will dedicate the time spent in your community to hearing from you.

Those who cannot attend but would like to listen to the meeting can access a live web stream provided by
the Florida Channel at www.thefloridachannel.org.

If you cannot attend or tune in to the web stream, there are still many ways to actively participate in the
redistricting process.

We invite you to visit the web pages launched by both the Florida House of Representatives
(www.floridaredistricting.org) and the Florida Senate (www.flsenate.gov/Redistricting). Both sites are filled
with information about redistricting, and allow users to create and submit your own redistricting maps using
the same data and tools that legislators will use to draw legislative and congressional boundaries.

The online district building applications were created with you in mind, and include training resources that
can help you get started drawing your own plan. Demonstrations of the web applications will be set up
outside of each community meeting and everyone will have the chance to ask House and Senate staff about
the applications and the redistricting process in general.

Floridians also can go online to submit comments, to access committee and public hearing schedules or to
keep up with the latest information on the process.

Legislators will use your feedback, comments and submitted plans to help construct their redistricting
proposals.

This is your opportunity to help shape the districts that form the basis of your representation in Tallahassee
and Washington, D.C.

We invite you to stay informed about the process through the tools and information online, and we hope that
you will join us at one or more redistricting public hearings to make your voice heard.

State Sen. Don Gaetz is chair of the Senate Reapportionment Committee. Rep. Will Weatherford chairs the
House Redistricting Committee.

http://www.gainesville.com/article/20110711/OPINION03/110709736/-1/OPINION?template=printart
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Redistricting: How much do First Coast districts need to
lose/gain to be 'ideal'?
With redistricting public hearings rolling into Northeast Florida today and Tuesday, thought now would be a
good time to take a look at where some local districts need to get to be considered at ideal size. The
measurement is based on population.

Note: This is a first, brief look at the issue, but we well delve into it deeper moving forward.

Right off the bat, one of the most interesting aspects is that candidates running for State Sen. Tony Hill's
District 1 seat in a not-yet-called special election are running for a seat that will look different when the
winning candidate will have to run again in 2012.

The Senate's numbers indicate that the seat must gain 45,577 people. More on why Hill won't be running
again here.

Below is a breakdown of area districts, and how much they need to gain or lose. You can read the Senate's
full report here.

State Senate (Ideal population is 470,033)                    

Distrct                   Amount needed to gain/lose

1 (Tony Hill)                 Gain 45,577

5 (Stephen Wise)           Lose 45,336

8 (John Thrasher)          Lose 55,641

State House (Ideal population 156,678)

12 (Janet Adkins)          Lose 2,676

13  (Daniel Davis)         Lose 38,753

14 (Mia Jones)              Gain 22,261

15 (Reggie Fullwood)     Gain 32,167

16  (Charles McBurney)   Gain 16,250

17 (Lake Ray)                Lose 5,265

18 (Ronald "Doc" Renuart Lose 4,512

19 (Mike Weinstein)        Lose 18,950

20 (Bill Proctor)               Lose 45,275       

Congressional seats (ideal population 696,345)

3 (Corrine Brown)            Gain 37,290

4 (Ander Crenshaw)         Lose 48,073

6 (Cliff Stearns)              Lose 116,389

7 (John Mica)                  Lose 116,097  

Follow me on Twitter. I'm on Facebook, too.

Flag as offensive

http://jacksonville.com/opinion/blog/403455/matt-dixon/2011-07-11/redistricting-how-much-do-first-coast-districts-need
http://jacksonville.com/news/metro/2011-07-11/story/alvin-brown-appoints-sen-tony-hill-bring-federal-funds
http://censusvalidator.blob.core.windows.net/mydistrictbuilderdata/Florida%27s Current Districts/OverUnder2010.pdf
http://twitter.com/#!/Mdixon55
http://www.facebook.com/#!/profile.php?id=100001843861451
http://jacksonville.com/abuse/report/node/480105?destination=node%2F480105
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Supporters, critics debate process for Florida redistricting
plan
The baseline arguments for and against the way the Legislature is handling the once-a-decade task of
redrawing political lines were on full display during a set of public hearings Monday in Jacksonville.

Proponents of the current timeline — mostly Republicans — argue that they are holding public hearings
throughout the summer to receive input from voters on how best to draw the lines.

Opponents of the process — civic organizations and most Democrats — say the lengthy timeline helps
protect incumbents because potential challengers won't know what district they are running for until it's too
late.

"These meetings should have been held earlier," said Lisa Goller, one of about 300 in attendance at the
afternoon meeting. "And we should be looking at the maps now."

She echoed the sentiment also pushed by groups like the League of Women Voters and the American Civil
Liberties Union.

The committee's leadership said it simply wants public input prior to penning any maps.

"We did not want maps drawn entirely by politicians," said Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, one of the
committee's leaders.

The committee comprises both House and Senate members and is traveling the state holding public
hearings.

With that input in hand, lawmakers will draw and vote on the new map in early next year. After that vote, most
are expecting a raft of legal challenges, which could extend the timeframe even longer.

One lawsuit has already been filed by U.S. Reps. Corrine Brown, a Democrat, and Mario Diaz-Balart, a
Republican, challenging the constitutionality of two amendments that aim to take the politics out of
redistricting.

Both argue that the compact districts that Amendments 5 and 6 call for would hurt minority-access districts.

"When America has a cold, the African-American community has pneumonia," she told the committee. "It is
very important that we remain in the room."

Brown's district, which winds from Jacksonville to Orlando, has been the poster child for those who say
politics needs to be taken out of the equation.

The Florida House has also joined the lawsuit, and the fact that elected officials are using taxpayer dollars to
mount a legal challenge to amendments passed by more than 60 percent of Florida voters was not lost on
those in attendance.

Longtime Northeast Florida resident Bruce Rockwell posed the question to committee members that was on
the minds of many who spoke.

"The residents of Florida voted for Amendments 5 and 6, so what's the problem?" he said.

matt.dixon@jacksonville.com, (904) 359-4174

http://jacksonville.com/news/florida/2011-07-12/story/supporters-critics-debate-process-florida-redistricting-plan
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Guest column: Listening is first step in redistricting
This is my first experience in the redistricting process and I am honored to have been appointed to serve on
the Redistricting Committee.

Between now and Sept. 1, members for the Florida House and Senate will hold 26 public hearings
throughout the state to hear from Floridians on how they wish the new lines to be drawn.

After conducting extensive public hearings, the various redistricting committees will begin drawing House,
Senate and congressional boundaries.

No new maps have been drafted yet.

There are an infinite number of ways that the 120 House, 40 Senate and 27 congressional seats can be
drawn.

The first step is to listen so we understand where there are communities of common interests.

Legislative session will begin early next year, starting on Jan. 10 and ending in early March. This will allow
time for the courts to validate the maps for use in the 2012 elections.

Following federal law

The principle of "One Person, One Vote" in Reynolds vs. Sims forbids major disparities in the creation of
congressional and state legislative districts.

To determine the ideal population number, Florida's population of 18. 8 million would be divided by 120
house districts, 40 state senate districts and 27 congressional districts.

The Voting Rights Act prohibits any practice or procedure, including certain redistricting practices, that
impairs the ability of a minority community to elect candidates of choice on an equal basis with non-minority
voters.

It was interesting to hear the thoughts from individuals in the Panhandle.

The northern part of the Panhandle is primarily agriculture and the southern portion focused on tourism.

Should district boundaries be drawn horizontally to reflect the communities of interest, such as agriculture
and tourism?

Or should they be drawn vertically to reflect county lines wherever possible?

Many rural counties do not have sufficient population for a full House or Senate district and must be grouped
with other counties.

Then it becomes a matter of where do you split a county?

We had individuals who expressed interest in "like" neighborhoods being grouped together and others who
asked that their city be made "whole" within the same district.

In Tallahassee, much concern was expressed over congressional districts; but in Pensacola, individuals were
concerned primarily with state and house districts.

New state law

Concern was voiced regarding the newly passed amendments 5 and 6 dealing with "fair districts."

Every two years, each lawmaker takes an oath to uphold and defend the Constitution of the state of Florida
and the United States Constitution.

These amendments are now part of Florida's constitution, and the Legislature will abide by their
requirements.

http://jacksonville.com/opinion/letters-readers/2011-07-15/story/guest-column-listening-first-step-redistricting


These maps will be in place for 10 years, so it is important for you to ensure your voice is heard.

I encourage citizens to learn more about Florida's redistricting process and to sign up for email updates by
visiting www.floridaredistricting.org.

Also, the Florida House of Representatives has launched a web-based tool called "MyDistrictBuilder" that is
available to the public so that individual citizens can propose their version of a redistricting plan.

This online tool will be used by both Floridians and legislators to propose new boundary lines.

Please feel free to contact me.

Janet Adkins is a Republican from Fernandina Beach in the Florida House of Representatives

Website: tinyurl.com/6k4yod5

Local phone: (904) 491-3664

http://www.floridaredistricting.org/
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Voters request fewer lawmakers, stronger representation
  July 13, 2011 12:05 AM

DAYTONA BEACH -- More than two dozen state legislators filled the stage at the News-Journal Center
seeking input Tuesday night on how Florida's political boundaries should be redrawn.

The crowd of elected officials, most from outside the area, was nearly large enough to qualify as a stimulus
for the local economy, prompting Rep. Dwayne Taylor to thank his colleagues for coming.

"We need the money in this community," the Democrat from Daytona Beach quipped.

But the overriding message from Tuesday's meeting -- one of 26 scheduled around the state for public
comment on the once-a-decade redistricting of the state -- was a call for less representation, at least locally.

For the past 10 years, Volusia voters have been divided among three congressional, four state Senate and
six state House districts. Many of the more than 60 speakers -- the highest total yet, through nine meetings --
called for more compact districts that they believed would strengthen representation in their communities.

Or at least make life simpler for voters.

"I'm familiar with how politics works, but I have to use a (voter ID) card to know who represents me," said John
Nicholson of Daytona Beach, one of the last speakers in the two-hour, 45-minute meeting. "If I'm confused,
you can imagine how most people feel."

Flagler County Commission Chairman Alan Peterson made a similar plea for his county, which is split
between two congressional, senate and house seats.

"Please keep Flagler County whole," he said. "Give us one senator and one representative."

But it was Deltona that garnered the most attention. Residents noted that with 85,000 people, it's Central
Florida's second-largest city but has the political capital of a much smaller city by being divvied up among
two congressional, two senate and four house districts.

"With each level of redistricting, our citizens become more diluted," City Commissioner Heidi Herzberg said.
"This fracturing is very confusing for our residents and encourages voter apathy."

Many speakers thanked lawmakers for coming and not just for the economic benefits.

Ellen Darden of New Smyrna Beach praised the process that includes so many meetings involving so many
lawmakers in addition to a website -- www.floridaredistricting.org --where citizens can use software to draw
their own lines and submit them for consideration.

"This is unique ... for the transparency and opportunity for citizens to get up and tell you what they think,"
she said. "It's unbelievable."

But lawmakers absorbed more criticism than praise. Many speakers took umbrage with the state House's
move to join a lawsuit challenging a pair of constitutional amendments calling for compact districts that were
approved by more than 60 percent of voters in November. Others took issue with the decision not to present
any proposed maps the public could comment on.

Benetta Standly of the American Civil Liberties Union office in Jacksonville called the public meetings "window
dressing" intended to protect gerrymandered districts that divide voters by party.

"People do not trust the work that you're going to do," she said. "It's insulting to the voters."

But Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, chairman of the Senate Reapportionment Committee, defended the
process, saying there would be more time for public comment before the new boundaries come up for a vote
in the next legislative session, which was moved up to January to help expedite the process.

"There are things I've learned from your testimony," he said at the conclusion of the meeting, "that I couldn't
have learned if we'd sat in a room in Tallahassee and drawn some maps."

http://www.news-journalonline.com/news/local/east-volusia/2011/07/13/voters-request-fewer-lawmakers-stronger-representation.html
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North Florida Redistricting Public Hearings Begin Today
Ken Allen

• Mon, Jul 11, 2011

The process of drawing Congressional, State Senate, and State House Districts is
underway.  The first public hearings for North Florida begin today in Jacksonville. 
There will be two sessions at the Downtown Campus of Florida State College.  The
first is from 2:00 until 4:00PM and the second from 6:00 until 8:00 PM the meetings
will be in the Advanced Technology Center located at 401 West State Street. 

Tomorrow the hearings move to Flagler College in St. Augustine from 8:00 until 11:00am.  Tuesday night the
hearing will be at the News Journal Center at Daytona State College in Daytona Beach from 6:00 until
9:00pm.
On Wednesday night the scene shifts to Gainesville from 6:00 until 9:00pm.  It will be in the Fine Arts Center
of Santa Fe College near the intersection of NW 83rd Street and North Road.

http://northfloridanow.com/north-florida-redistricting-public-hearings-begin-today-p4126-92.htm
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Redistricting: Why you should care
As you may have heard or read, after the U.S. Census Bureau announces new the population figures,
district boundaries must be adjusted. According to the Volusia County web site, the 2010 Census results,
received in March, indicate the county has 494,593 residents, which calls for about 99,000 people in each
district. This will require substantial shifts in most of the districts.

Volusia County's Home Rule Charter requires County Council districts to be redrawn with equal populations
following the county's receipt of final U.S. Census numbers. The School Board has no such requirement, but
for the simplicity of voters adopts the county's district borders The county's process must be finished in
September.

If, by odd chance, the County Council can't agree on new districts, the county's charter requires court-
ordered districts.

If, by odd chance, the County Council can't agree on new districts, the county's charter
requires court-ordered districts.

To review the maps, please visit the County web site. http://volusia.org/redistricting.htm You should also
scroll down the page to make your comments known or contact your local representative to let them know
what is best for you and your community.

You can contact our County Council representative, Joie Alexander: jalexander@co.volusia.fl.us You can
also reach our School Board representative, Stan Schmidt:  sschmidt@mail.volusia.k12.fl.us

You also need to be aware that the state and congressional voting districts are also being redrawn. This will
greatly affect our voting power and representation; there are meetings all around the state to provide a
venue for the public to provide feedback.

Please be aware that for the state and congressional voting districts, there are no maps available to look at,
so it is very important to give your comments at the meetings or to your local state and congressional
representatives.

For the state and congressional redistricting you can visit the web site www.floridaredistricting.org and
provide feedback, watch redistricting meetings live or test-drive a program that allows you to draw maps of
your own.

Some of you may think what difference does it make? You may feel that they (the lawmakers) are going to do
what they want anyway. Let me tell you, your voice is very important.

Only you can make a difference by staying informed on issues and making your opinion known. You have a
greater power than you realize. Please do not be complacent. Our representative on the Florida House of
Representatives Redistricting Committee is Dorothy Hukill. You can reach her by the following: Capitol Office
204 House Office Building 402 South Monroe Street Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300 Phone: (850) 488-6653.

NSBNews.net, also known as VolusiaNews.net, provides Volusia County 24 / 7 Internet newspaper coverage,
100% free with breaking news, news of record and investigative reports from New Smyrna Beach, FL, for a
21st-century digital world.

http://nsbnews.net/content/406693-redistricting-why-you-should-care
http://volusia.org/redistricting.htm
mailto:jalexander@co.volusia.fl.us
http://www.floridaredistricting.org/
http://nsbnews.net/
http://volusianews.net/
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Latino Population Increase Reshapes Election Districts
By MONICA DAVEY

Ronda Churchill for The New York Times

Andres Ramirez, a political consultant and leader of the Nevada Latino Redistricting Coalition, which has
come up with a redistricting map it would like the state to use.

LAS VEGAS — The population of Latinos has exploded here, and they want their voices heard not just in the
halls of schools like Clark High or on the growing number of Spanish-language radio stations, but also in
Congress.

The swelling ranks of Latinos here are a big reason Nevada will win a new seat in Washington. And so, as
part of the once-a-decade redistricting process, leaders here are sketching out a new Congressional district
that would give Latino neighborhoods more sway over their representation in Washington.

But that simple goal is turning out to be anything but. The efforts are complicated by the many ways people
interpret laws governing redistricting. Politicians are also using the redistricting battles to advance their own
agendas — ones that often have nothing to do with the Latino population.

Now, Nevada’s new Congressional map is in the hands of a judge, who announced plans on Tuesday to
appoint a panel of special masters to tackle the matter, after party leaders here clashed over vexing
questions.

How many of the residents of a new district should be Latino? What will it all mean for Democratic
candidates? For Republican candidates? For the ethnic makeup of the state’s other three Congressional
districts? For individual incumbents?

“There is consensus about one thing: that one of these districts is going to give the best opportunity yet for
Latinos to elect a candidate of their choice, and that puts us in a very pivotal position,” said Andres Ramirez,
a political consultant and leader of the Nevada Latino Redistricting Coalition. The group has drawn its own
map — a very different one from that proposed by the state’s Republicans, but also different from the ones
offered by the Democrats.

“Latinos have become the political football this year,” Mr. Ramirez said.

The remarkable growth of Latinos nationwide — they accounted for more than half the nation’s population

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/15/us/15redistrict.html?_r=1
http://ccsd.net/schools/acc_pdfs_2010/551.pdf
http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/32000.html
http://2010.census.gov/news/releases/operations/cb11-cn146.html


jump in the past 10 years and now make up more than 16 percent of the population — means that similar
political calculations, debates and legal considerations are playing out across the country, much as they did
in decades past with the shifting population of African-Americans.

Political parties are keenly aware of the stakes. In the last presidential election, surveys showed that Latino
voters leaned toward the Democratic Party, which hopes to hold on to this increasingly powerful bloc, even
as Republicans in some places are working hard to woo Latinos to their side.

The issue is center stage as maps are being drawn in states with large Latino populations like Arizona,
California, Florida, Illinois and Texas. But it also is playing a role at the local level elsewhere, in political maps
for state legislatures, town councils and even school boards.

In Philadelphia, for example, leaders are pushing for State House and City Council districts with majority
Latino populations. In Milwaukee, a coalition has called for several aldermanic districts with significant
numbers of Latino residents. Similar struggles are expected in the South, in states like North Carolina and
Georgia, where the Latino population surged in the past 10 years.

“This is a watershed moment,” Thomas A. Saenz, president and general counsel for the Mexican American
Legal Defense and Educational Fund, said of Latinos’ potential role this year in the redrawing of political
lines.

Still, Mr. Saenz said, the verdict will not be in on how much political force Latinos will gain until skirmishes like
the one now in Nevada’s courts are settled. “What we know for sure is that getting control of districts to which
you are entitled means someone else relinquishing political power,” he said. “And that’s the rub.”

With deadlines approaching to finish the new maps before next year’s elections, battles are heating up
around the country.

In Texas, Latino groups have filed lawsuits over new maps that the state’s Republican leaders drew. They
say the maps mainly solidify Republican control and essentially ignore Latinos — even though some of the
state’s four new Congressional seats would not have been created if not for Latino growth, which accounted
for nearly two-thirds of the state’s boom over the last decade.

http://www.maldef.org/about/thomas_a_saenz/index.html
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Redistricting road show: The Villages hears about
redistricting plans
By Aaron Deslatte Tallahassee Bureau Chief 5:28 p.m. EDT, July 13, 2011

Florida lawmakers brought their redistricting road show to The Villages on Wednesday, where the task of
redrawing political boundaries could collide with new constitutional mandates to take into account the
contours of existing local governments.

State lawmakers are having 26 hearings around the state this summer before they start redrawing legislative
and congressional maps to more evenly divvy up the state's 18.8 million people.

At all eight cities so far, residents have implored them to follow the new Fair Districts amendments voters
passed in 2010. Those requirements spell out that congressional and legislative maps cannot be drawn to
intentionally help or hurt incumbents or parties, and must be "compact; and  where feasible, utilize existing
political and geographical boundaries."

In most places, that means to follow city and county lines, which can mirror development and population
trends.

But the sprawling retirement community spreads out over parts of Sumter, Lake and Marion counties. It is
represented by four U.S. House members, from Jacksonville Democrat Corrine Brown to Hernando County
Republican Richard Nugent.

Within the exurban landscape, city and county lines play less of a role in defining the community than
homeowners associations, locals said.

Although residents within The Villages asked lawmakers Wednesday to keep the development district
together in the new maps, others who live on the outskirts in those counties asked for the opposite: Draw
new districts that leave counties intact, and theoretically adhere to the intent of the Fair Districts
amendments.

John Wood of Lake County said he wanted lawmakers to keep the county within one congressional district,
but preferred a legislative map that would encompass all of The Villages -- which means dividing Lake,
Marion and Sumter counties.

"That would be separating a part of Lake County to keep The Villages together, but it would be within the
parameters you have to follow," he said.

Senate Redistricting Chairman Don Gaetz , R-Niceville, said some witnesses so far have asked them to use
rivers, power lines and railroad tracks as "geographic boundaries," while others want to see strict adherence
to county lines -- even if that means diluting a county's clout in Tallahassee.

"There appears to be to the normal person some inconsistencies. When you look at the amendments  you
would get the feeling that there is no clear answer to what exactly the building blocks should be," Gaetz told
the audience.

Legislative critics said the amendments are clear: "It's extremely important that politics is taken out of it
completely," said Villages resident Sam Green.

The day after Florida voters passed Amendments 5 and 6 in November, U.S. Reps. Brown and Mario Diaz-
Balart, R-Miami, alleged in a federal lawsuit that the congressional amendment infringes on the power of
Congress to regulate elections.

Both lawmakers represent "minority-access" districts drawn to cobble together a large-enough plurality of
blacks or Hispanics to reliably elect minority lawmakers. Brown's district spans nine counties, from
Jacksonville to Orlando. Both want to preserve the Legislature's power to draw such districts.
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Florida House Speaker Dean Cannon -- who personally argued his chamber's unsuccessful Supreme Court
challenge to the amendments last year -- also ordered the House to join their suit during the spring. That
means taxpayers are paying for both the House's challenge and the Department of State's defense of the
new standards.

That suit is set for a July 29 hearing in Miami.

adeslatte@tribune.com or 850-222-5564
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Redistricting Today: MLK III takes Corrine Brown’s side
One of the key debates over the Fair Districts amendments in 2010 was whether they might lead to the
dismantling of districts like the one held by U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown, D-Fla. Brown’s district sprawls from
Jacksonville to Central Florida, zagging back and forth to carve out enough black voters to create a district
meant to help the state comply with the Voting Rights Act.

Brown and others argued that it could destroy those districts. (She and Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Fla., have
since filed suit in federal court to block the law.) Supporters of the amendments, including the Florida branch
of the NAACP, said the new standards would actually strengthen the protection for minorities. In a public
hearing Wednesday in Gainesville, a voice with a familiar name spoke up.

On Wednesday, Martin Luther King III, son of the slain civil rights leader, spoke on Brown’s
behalf. He said there were campaigns under way in Florida to hinder the ability of minorities
and the poor to vote or win office.

King began to discuss the restrictions on early voting and on the casting of provisional ballots
that the Legislature and governor passed last session. Gaetz interrupted King and said to
keep to the issue of redistricting. King then said he had concerns that the Fair Districts
amendments could be an obstacle for African Americans and Latinos seeking office.

Oral arguments on the federal lawsuit, in case you were wondering, are scheduled for the end of the month.

http://politics.nsfblogs.com/2011/07/14/martin-luther-king-iii-redistricting-florida-fair-districts/
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Residents invited to redistricting session
Area residents can share their ideas regarding redistricting with Florida House and Senate members this
morning at Flagler College Auditorium, 14 Granada St.

The meeting is from 8 to 11 a.m. and is open to the public.

House and Senate redistricting committees are on their second round of joint public meetings in
northeastern and north-central Florida as Congressional and Legislative districts are redrawn.

While members of the public will be able to speak, committee members won't be able to respond to anything
but technical questions.

The Legislature won't release its proposed maps until next year. Citizens can find out more and draw up their
own map proposals by using the redistricting website at www.floridaredistricting.org.
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Stop using tax dollars to thwart the will of Florida voters
July 12, 2011

In a July 5 editorial, the point of the Florida Legislature's redistricting hearings didn't mention the fact that the
Reapportionment Committee is under a gag order and will not facilitate a discussion or answer questions of
voters who testify at these hearings. We are hopeful that such an intent to draw districts to favor incumbents
or parties does not exist. However, an order to remain silent creates the impression that there is something
to hide. We urge the committee to lift the gag order and encourage a productive give and take at the
hearings. This will give voters confidence that their representatives intend to comply with the new
redistricting standards.

No draft maps have been released for public comment, and according to the committee's published timeline,
maps will not be drawn until after all the hearings and not released until the end of the legislative session
next March. The House's own lawyer, Miguel DeGrandy, has said there is a "100 percent chance" that the
maps will be challenged in court, and you should start the map-drawing process "as soon as possible" to
avoid "rampant voter confusion." The current schedule leaves little time for court challenges and makes it
very tight for voters to acquaint themselves with the candidates. We urge the Reapportionment Committee to
move up its timeline and provide draft maps at the hearings.

Stop using taxpayer dollars to thwart the will of 3.1 million Florida voters who passed the redistricting
standards by 63 percent last November. The fact that the Legislature has set aside taxpayer money for suits
against the Fair District Amendments is unconscionable in this time of austerity when those dollars could be
used for programs that have been eliminated to balance the budget.

Joan Karp, president, League of Woman Voters, Boca Raton
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Florida Democrats are making a big mistake
By Guillermo I. Martínez July 14, 2011

Democrats in Florida should read what Spanish-born philosopher George Santayana had to say in 1905:
"Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it."

Hispanic voters in Florida have known for decades that Democrats in the state have done little to reach out
to the Latino community.

Democrats made a huge mistake in the 1970s when Cuban-Americans were beginning to register as
American citizens. The party gladly took their votes for its congressional candidates in South Florida; for its
state legislators; and for state-wide office. Yet they offered Hispanic candidates little chance of winning party
primaries.

That started the ball rolling. Soon Cuban-Americans were registering as Republicans, winning primaries and
getting elected first to the state legislature in the late 1970s. By 1988, Ileana Ros-Lehtinen became the first
Cuban-American elected to Congress. Quickly other followed. First whey won campaigns for the House of
Representatives and then to Senate.

By the second decade of the 21st century Cuban-Americans had elected close to a score of state legislators,
members of Congress and two senators — Mel Martínez and Marco Rubio.

According to a story by the Associated Press last week, Democrats had three members in the State
Legislature of Hispanic origin — one, Luis García, is a South Florida Democrat.

That makes no sense. There are more Hispanic Democrats in Florida than Republicans or Independents.
Since 2008, when Barack Obama was elected president, Democrats registered 73,000 new Hispanic voters.
Showing a growing streak of independence, 76,000 registered with no party affiliation. Republicans
registered only 31,000 new Hispanic voters.

So why has the state not seen a growing number of Hispanic Democratic candidates? The answer is simple.
Democrats are making the same mistakes they made in the 1970s.

First, the Democratic Party has to understand that for a majority of Hispanics in the state, immigration is not
an issue. Cuban-Americans can become resident aliens with ease and Puerto Ricans are born American
citizens and can vote for President and in state and local elections if they live in one of the 50 states. Puerto
Ricans are the second largest Hispanic group in Florida.

Yet in Orange County, where most Puerto Ricans live, local officials failed to appoint any Puerto Ricans to
the redistricting committee. In Hillsboro County it took a New York-based Latino civil rights organization to
clamor for representation in the local redistricting board.

Democratic Party strategist Freddy Balsera probably said it best when he told AP "There's no bench here.
Democrats don't cultivate Hispanic leaders."

It would be wise for Democrats to remember what Santayana said 116 years ago.

Guillermo I. Martínez resides in South Florida. His e-mail is: Guimar123@gmail.com.
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Without Maps, Fair District Public Meetings May Leave Little
to Debate - The Bradenton Times
BRADENTON -- Tonight in Daytona Beach, state lawmakers will hold one of a series of public hearings
before drawing new lines for state congressional voting districts, including the state's two new congressional
districts awarded after the 2010 census.

The challenge is to balance the states 18.8 million people among 40 Senate and 120 House districts, plus
the two new federal districts. The 26-city redistricting tour will continue through July. A constitutional
amendment mandated "fair districting" last fall. It passed by a 63 percent vote as a ballot referendum.

A major point of contention was to map or not to map, prior to the hearings taking place. Legislative leaders
decided there would be no maps, saying they would come post-public hearings. Wayne Bailey, a Stetson
University political science professor told the Daytona News Journal that not having maps leaves little for
citizens to comment on. Co-chair of the Senate Redistricting Subcomittee, Dorothy Hukill disagreed, telling
the same publication that producing maps first could give the impression that they'd already been decided by
legislators prior to public input.

Another expected hurdle for the upcoming hearing scheduled for the July 29 in Miami is a lawsuit aiming to
throw out the fair district amendments. Filed by two members of congress-- Mario Diaz-Balert, R-Miami and
Jacksonville's Corrine Brown D-District 3, the suit contends among other things, that the amendment could
hurt minority representation. Since House Speaker Dean Cannon had his chamber join the suit, taxpayers
are funding both sides --  the House challenge and the state's defense of its new law.

The Florida House has set aside $30 million for the redistricting fight, while the Senate has budgeted $9
million.

Districts like Brown's "majority- minority" were motive for the fair district amendment. Brown noted, that no
African American since 1871 represented Florida in Washington until districts were drawn with an eye on
minority representation in 1992 - the year she was elected.

Whether the fairing of districts end up fair or not may not spring from these hearings. It may be left up to the
courts. As for the meetings, without a look at what lawmakers are plotting, one has to wonder how much input
or involvement citizens are likely to have.
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Hometown News
By John Bozzo

For Hometown News

DAYTONA BEACH - On a stage normally reserved for plays at the News-Journal Center, elected state House
and Senate officials continued on Tuesday playing out the political theater of re-drawing state and federal
political boundaries.

Tuesday's meeting was one in a series being held across the state by a joint committee of state House and
Senate members, ending in September, to get public comments on redistricting.

The roughly 200 people who showed up for the meeting had a blank map to start the process of redrawing
political boundaries.

"We think, in this process, there should be no maps predetermined by politicians," said state Sen. Don
Gaetz, R-Destin, who co-chaired the meeting with state Rep. Dorothy Hukill, R-Port Orange.

Mr. Gaetz said redistricting lines would be proposed after the public comments from across the state, then
more public hearings would be held on the proposed maps.

Thirty-six people signed up to speak to the joint committee.

Jim Cameron, government liaison for the Daytona Beach Regional Chamber of Commerce, asked legislators
not to cut up Volusia County into a lot of different districts.

"We want to be an important part of a district," Mr. Cameron said, asking for two or three congressional
districts, four state Senate seats with one holding a majority of Volusia voters and six state House seats with
three holding a majority of Volusia voters.

Some residents spoke in favor of two amendments approved by 63 percent of voters in November, requiring
state and federal political boundaries be drawn as close as possible to resemble local governmental
boundaries. Some criticized the legislators for earmarking $30 million to fight the amendments, sparking a
response from Mr. Gaetz.

"There is no $30 million," he said.

Elizabeth Albert, a resident, responded that several major Florida newspapers confirmed the $30 million anti-
amendment fund.

"The Legislature should not be using money to fight amendments approved by nearly two-thirds of state
voters," she said, chiding some legislators for tapping out text messages during the comments by the public.

Two members of Congress, Corrine Brown, D-Jacksonville, and Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Miami, have sued to
stop the amendment proposing federal political boundaries follow local government lines.

While some speakers praised the state legislators for the process of getting public input, others cast darts,
accusing the elected officials of wasting money and having their minds made up.

Lynn Thompson said the process of getting public input appears to be a way of stalling potential candidates
from getting started.

John Hoyt, of Port Orange, president of a manufactured home association, showed the legislators a
proposed redistricting map for Volusia County.

"We need to have these boundaries along geographical boundaries or political boundaries that are easily
recognizable," he said.

Local elected officials added their comments.

Ann McFall, Volusia County Supervisor of Elections, urged state legislators to avoid splitting precincts into

http://www.myhometownnews.net/index.php?id=82749


multiple governmental jurisdictions, which require many different ballot versions per election.

"You see the impact of drawing the lines and the impact it has on districts for 10 years," she said.

Ed Kelley, Ormond Beach mayor, recommending putting all of Ormond Beach in state House District 26. His
comments echoed those of many speakers, who asked that areas from Deltona to Flagler Beach be put in
one jurisdiction, rather than many.

"We were told we would be better off having more people representing smaller parts," Mr. Kelley said.
"Maybe it's time to look at the other parts."

Andy Kelly, Volusia County councilman, asked for Volusia county to be "made the core" of state Senate
District 7.

And Volusia County Councilwoman Joyce Cusack urged, "Keep these districts compact and contiguous." Ms.
Cusack, a former state House representative, recalled how she lived in DeLand, but a previous redistricting
left her also representing Daytona Beach.

Ms. Cusack echoed comments by some previous speakers who argued against drawing long, odd-looking
districts to capture a majority of black or Hispanic voters. "I don't need an all-black district," she said.

James Harper, a reporter for The Daytona Times, a newspaper catering to Daytona Beach's black
community, told the legislators that drawing "white majority districts means you don't have to represent the
interests of black people" to get re-elected.

Florida Legislators have called a special meeting in January to vote on the final redistricting map. They
cannot legally vote before 2012.
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Florida Redistricting workshop coming to Polk State College

Bartow, FL (July 15, 2011) – The Florida House and Senate will bring its statewide public input tour to
Lakeland July 25 at Polk State College.

Legislators serving on the House and Senate redistricting committees and subcommittees will conduct the
public workshop at PSC from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. to gather public input on redistricting prior to beginning the
work of drawing new state House, state Senate and congressional district boundaries. Redistricting must be
finalized during the 2012 Legislative Session.

“Redistricting is a historic event that occurs only once every ten years, and it is our goal to engage every
Floridian in this fundamental exercise of political rights,” said Senator Don Gaetz (R-Fort Walton Beach),
Chair of the Senate Committee on Reapportionment. “With that objective in mind, we are proud to host a
series of 26 community meetings across the state, which will be dedicated to listening to Floridians and
getting their input about what they believe are the important facts and unique characteristics of their
communities.”

Polk County residents who are unable to attend the public redistricting meetings can watch the meetings live
via the Florida Channel by visiting, www.MyFloridaHouse.gov and submit their comments electronically via
Facebook and Twitter which are available at www.floridaredistricting.org.

“These public meetings are an opportunity for all Floridians to share their story with lawmakers and help
shape the districts that are the basis of representation in Tallahassee and Washington, D.C.,” said
Representative Will Weatherford (R-Wesley Chapel), Chair of the House Redistricting Committee. “It is our
hope that Floridians who care about how their communities are represented will join us at one or more public
redistricting meetings so that their voices can be heard.

“And for those who are unable to attend a meeting, we encourage you to get involved in the redistricting
process through the tools and information available on the websites launched by the Florida House
(floridaredistricting.org) and Senate (www.flsenate.gov/Redistricting).”

For a complete listing of the public meetings taking place across the State of Florida or to find more
information on the Redistricting process and how you can get involved, please visit
www.floridaredistricting.org.

# # #
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Broward Politics | Sun Sentinel Blogs
It’s little-known outside the world of political insiders – but it has an impact on everyone in Florida.

“Redistricting is one of the craziest things that will ever happen in Tallahassee,” said state Sen. Chris Smith,
a Democrat who represents Broward and Palm Beach Counties.

The once-a-decade redistricting, said South Florida pollster and political analyst Jim Kane, “is probably the
most important decision that Florida will do in the next 10 years, politically speaking.”

It’s the dividing up all the state’s residents into districts from which they elect members of Congress, Florida
senators and state representatives. It happens every 10 years to reflect population changes uncovered in
the Census. Each district is supposed to end up with an equal population so a South Florida resident’s vote
is equal to someone who lives in Jacksonville, Orlando or Panama City.

The way district boundaries are drawn determines if you’re represented by someone in your community – or
by someone who lives 125 miles away on the other side of the state. It can preordain one political party as
the most likely winner or loser for the next ten years – or give both sides a competitive chance.

Florida’s population increased 18 percent. But other parts of the state grew faster than South Florida, where
the population increased 8 percent in Broward, 11 percent in Miami-Dade County and 17 percent in Palm
Beach County. That means districts – and political clout – will shift to the north and west.

The state Legislature draws the lines for Congress, the state Senate and the state House. County
commissions, school boards and city, town and village governments that hold elections by district decide on
their own boundaries.

Why is it sometimes hard to tell who represents me?

Districts have had their boundaries designed to benefit the political party in charge of drawing the maps.
Using census data and records of past voting patterns in different communities, the map makers can create
districts that are overwhelmingly Democratic or overwhelmingly Republican. What’s called “gerrymandering”
has been made infinitely easier by computer technology, but the practice has been going on for two
centuries.

Is it possible to get the politics out of redistricting?

No, said both Smith and Shane Strum, a former chairman of Broward Republican Party who was former Gov.
Charlie Crist’s last chief of staff. It can mean life or death for the careers of the very politicians who are
drawing the districts. Smith said anyone who claims it isn’t political, isn’t telling the real story. “It would be
disingenuous to say that members don’t look at certain areas and say, You know what? I don’t too much like
that area. I would not like that in my district,’” he said.

What will the “fair districts” amendments do?

When voters passed the amendments to the state Constitution last year, the objective was to end
gerrymandering, which often means districts are oddly shaped. The idea was to eliminate the kinds of
districts represented by state Rep. Martin Kiar, D-Davie, and state Sen. Lizbeth Benacquisto, R-Wellington.
Kiar’s runs through the Everglades to connect two separate sections of Broward County, Parkland in the
northwest and Weston in the far west. Benacquisto's which stretches from east of Interstate 95 in Palm
Beach County to the Gulf of Mexico. Politicians who like the current system are challenging the fair district
amendments, so it’s uncertain whether or how they’ll be implemented.

Won’t fair districts reduce opportunities for blacks and Hispanics?

Ensuring certain districts have enough minority residents – who were shut out of politics for generations – to
elect minority officeholders often requires cobbling together distant communities. Fair districts opponents
argue the new system would make that impossible.

Supporters said those districts will be protected by the federal Voting Rights Act, which requires
governments with district elections to try to create minority districts.

http://weblogs.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/broward/blog/2011/07/redistricting_maps_crafted_by.html


Smith, who is black, represents a district that stretches from Fort Lauderdale to north of West Palm Beach.

He said the Fort Lauderdale neighborhood of Dorsey River Bend in the southern part of his district “has
more in common with the Riviera Beach community [in the northern part of the district] than it does with the
Fort Lauderdale beach community. So it makes sense to bind them together so that they can have a person
who will [understand] their issues.”

Why are critics calling the statewide public hearings on redistricting a charade?

The rap on the hearings is that they’re designed to show the Legislature conducted public input – but that in
the end decision-makers will go behind closed doors to design the districts that meet their political needs.
State Rep. Evan Jenne, D-Dania Beach, a member of the Redistricting Committee, said people should
present their views at the public hearings. “That being said, I can’t promise you that it’s not going to be a dog
and pony show as well where all your time and input will all be for nothing.”

Will redistricting change the overwhelming dominance Republicans have in the Florida
Legislature?

Even if fair districts is fully implemented and the fairest possible districts are drawn, Republicans are likely to
hold majorities in the state House and state Senate, said Kane, the South Florida pollster and University of
Florida adjunct political science professor. He said Republicans won’t likely have the outsized advantage
they enjoy today, which would give Democrats the chance to influence decision-making, something they can’t
do now with their very small numbers.

How will it affect the region’s most prominent members of Congress, U.S. Reps. Debbie
Wasserman Schultz, D-Weston, and Allen West, R-Plantation?

Republicans who control redistricting would love to make life tough for Wasserman Schultz, who is
chairwoman of the Democratic National Committee. Both Strum and Smith said that’s exceedingly unlikely
because Broward is so heavily Democratic and moving lines around to hurt Wasserman Schultz would have
the side-effect of hurting incumbent Republican members of Congress.

West’s situation is much more complicated. His Broward-Palm Beach county district is evenly split between
the two parties, so the Republicans would like to shore up party strength for West, just the way they did 10
years ago when the territory was represented by then U.S. Rep. Clay Shaw, R-Fort Lauderdale.

The problem is that the most fertile Republican ground in the area is part of the district represented by U.S.
Rep. Tom Rooney, R-Tequesta, so helping West would come at his expense, Strum and Smith said.

“They may have to make a decision do we fortify West or do we fortify Rooney. And that’s going to be a call
that they are going to have to make as to who’s more viable in the long run,” Smith said.

When will this all be resolved?

It’s going to play out for another year – possibly longer. The Legislature convenes in January 2012 and has
two months to produce redistricting plans, which must also be reviewed by the state attorney general, the
state Supreme Court and the U.S. Department of Justice. It’s supposed to be finalized by June so candidates
can begin campaigning for the August primary elections.

But if there’s any delay, the timetable gets messed up.

Democrats and Republicans alike predict it ultimately will be resolved in the courts.
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Hispanics looking for more clout in Osceola redistricting –
Central Florida Political Pulse – Orlando Sentinel
By Jeannette Rivera-Lyles, Orlando Sentinel

A shift toward majority-Hispanic commission districts that began four years ago in Osceola County is likely to
accelerate next year, potentially changing the balance of political power in the county.

In 2007, the U.S. Justice Department cited a “consistent pattern of discrimination” against minority voters and
required reluctant Osceola officials to redraw commission districts. The order required one of the districts to
have a majority Hispanic population.

That action led to the election of the county’s only Hispanic commissioner. Now, sheer growth could help
elect more.

In the county’s new district map, two of the five County Commission districts are more than half Hispanic, and
two others are at least 40 percent Hispanic. The map reflects the tremendous growth of Hispanics, who at
122,000 strong account for 45.5 percent of Osceola’s population, the highest of any Central Florida county.

“This opens the door to have more Hispanics in office,” said Betsy Franceschini, a Hispanic-outreach
coordinator with the Florida Democratic Party. “We have the numbers. This gives us better opportunities.”

Keep reading.

http://blogs.orlandosentinel.com/news_politics/2011/07/hispanics-looking-for-more-clout-in-osceola-redistricting.html
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The people speak out on fair districts
The goal of drawing new political boundary lines that are fair, legal and compact is off to an excellent start.

Regardless how the lines are drawn, there is likely to be a partisan divide.

But, after two public input sessions here Monday, it's clear that the public is being involved more than ever.

Lawmakers are required to draw new congressional, state Senate and state House districts every 10 years.

This process will be more difficult than in the past because:

- The state constitution now requires that the districts be as compact as possible, without diluting minority
votes and without helping incumbents.

How does a map protect a minority but not help him if he is an incumbent? The courts will have to sort that
out.

- The state is gaining two congressional seats. That means substantial changes when there are questions
about exactly how the lines legally can be drawn.

- There have been a lot of population shifts in the past decade, and that means radical changes must be
made to achieve the ideal population of 696,345 people in each congressional district.

More than 116,000 voters will have to be taken out of both the 6th and 7th Congressional Districts,
represented by Cliff Stearns and John Mica, according to information from the meeting.

And more than 37,000 will have to be moved into Corrine Brown's District 3.

State Sen. Don Gaetz and Rep. Will Weatherford, chairmen of the Legislature's redistricting committees, are
seeking public input in 26 cities.

More than 50 people spoke during the first of two meetings here.

A small sampling of their (sometimes contradictory) comments:

- Carve out more minority districts; disregard race altogether; don't divide any county into more than one
district.

- The process should have started sooner.

- Maps should use cities, counties and rivers as boundaries as much as possible.

- Current districts are unfair to Democrats.

One of the complaints is that the public should have been given a proposal to consider, and a timeline that
pushes into next year favors incumbents or Republicans.

However, a delay caused by listening to the public is always a good idea. It means the final product will be
better tested.

Audience members were invited to submit their own proposed redistricting map - and at least one local man
has already done so. John Libby's plan has compact districts. Does it provide enough minority access? Who
knows?

In an interview with the Times-Union editorial board, Weatherford said the lawmakers will comply carefully
with the new constitutional amendments that set priorities of compact districts within the minority access
requirements of the law.

And no districts will be drawn to favor a particular politician.

In fact, Weatherford said that some incumbents may find themselves living outside their new districts.

http://jacksonville.com/opinion/editorials/2011-07-17/story/people-speak-out-fair-districts


Furthermore, Gaetz told the audience at the end of the session, redistricting maps also are being drawn at
several colleges.

Gaetz and Weatherford both insist they are intensely interested in your insights.

Formulate an informed opinion, then express it. You could make a big difference.

The process is so difficult that everyone can't be satisfied. But it appears that Gaetz and Weatherford are
doing their best to involve the citizens.

That's a good start.
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Hometown News
By John Bozzo

For Hometown News

DAYTONA BEACH - On a stage normally reserved for plays at the News-Journal Center, elected state House
and Senate officials continued on Tuesday playing out the political theater of re-drawing state and federal
political boundaries.

Tuesday's meeting was one in a series being held across the state by a joint committee of state House and
Senate members, ending in September, to get public comments on redistricting.

The roughly 200 people who showed up for the meeting had a blank map to start the process of redrawing
political boundaries.

"We think, in this process, there should be no maps predetermined by politicians," said state Sen. Don
Gaetz, R-Destin, who co-chaired the meeting with state Rep. Dorothy Hukill, R-Port Orange.

Mr. Gaetz said redistricting lines would be proposed after the public comments from across the state, then
more public hearings would be held on the proposed maps.

Thirty-six people signed up to speak to the joint committee.

Jim Cameron, government liaison for the Daytona Beach Regional Chamber of Commerce, asked legislators
not to cut up Volusia County into a lot of different districts.

"We want to be an important part of a district," Mr. Cameron said, asking for two or three congressional
districts, four state Senate seats with one holding a majority of Volusia voters and six state House seats with
three holding a majority of Volusia voters.

Some residents spoke in favor of two amendments approved by 63 percent of voters in November, requiring
state and federal political boundaries be drawn as close as possible to resemble local governmental
boundaries. Some criticized the legislators for earmarking $30 million to fight the amendments, sparking a
response from Mr. Gaetz.

"There is no $30 million," he said.

Elizabeth Albert, a resident, responded that several major Florida newspapers confirmed the $30 million anti-
amendment fund.

"The Legislature should not be using money to fight amendments approved by nearly two-thirds of state
voters," she said, chiding some legislators for tapping out text messages during the comments by the public.

Two members of Congress, Corrine Brown, D-Jacksonville, and Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Miami, have sued to
stop the amendment proposing federal political boundaries follow local government lines.

While some speakers praised the state legislators for the process of getting public input, others cast darts,
accusing the elected officials of wasting money and having their minds made up.

Lynn Thompson said the process of getting public input appears to be a way of stalling potential candidates
from getting started.

John Hoyt, of Port Orange, president of a manufactured home association, showed the legislators a
proposed redistricting map for Volusia County.

"We need to have these boundaries along geographical boundaries or political boundaries that are easily
recognizable," he said.

Local elected officials added their comments.

Ann McFall, Volusia County Supervisor of Elections, urged state legislators to avoid splitting precincts into

http://www.myhometownnews.net/index.php?id=82749


multiple governmental jurisdictions, which require many different ballot versions per election.

"You see the impact of drawing the lines and the impact it has on districts for 10 years," she said.

Ed Kelley, Ormond Beach mayor, recommending putting all of Ormond Beach in state House District 26. His
comments echoed those of many speakers, who asked that areas from Deltona to Flagler Beach be put in
one jurisdiction, rather than many.

"We were told we would be better off having more people representing smaller parts," Mr. Kelley said.
"Maybe it's time to look at the other parts."

Andy Kelly, Volusia County councilman, asked for Volusia county to be "made the core" of state Senate
District 7.

And Volusia County Councilwoman Joyce Cusack urged, "Keep these districts compact and contiguous." Ms.
Cusack, a former state House representative, recalled how she lived in DeLand, but a previous redistricting
left her also representing Daytona Beach.

Ms. Cusack echoed comments by some previous speakers who argued against drawing long, odd-looking
districts to capture a majority of black or Hispanic voters. "I don't need an all-black district," she said.

James Harper, a reporter for The Daytona Times, a newspaper catering to Daytona Beach's black
community, told the legislators that drawing "white majority districts means you don't have to represent the
interests of black people" to get re-elected.

Florida Legislators have called a special meeting in January to vote on the final redistricting map. They
cannot legally vote before 2012.
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The need for a home Senate seat
Published: Sunday, July 17, 2011 at 6:30 a.m.

Not since former Gov. Buddy MacKay served in the Florida Senate in the late 1970s and 1980s has Marion
County had what could be described as a "home" state Senate seat. Instead, our community has gotten
political short shrift during the once-a-decade process known as redistricting, always ending up sliced into
multiple Senate districts. There are four at the moment — with none including enough home voting base to
make a Marion Countian competitive at election time.

It is redistricting time again. This week, lawmakers who comprise the Legislature's redistricting committees
made stops in our neck of the woods, holding hearings in The Villages and Gainesville. That these two less-
populous communities to our south and north, respectively, were able to land one of the 26 hearings
scheduled statewide, even though both are less politically diverse and much smaller in population, arguably
is testament to our community's lack of influence in the legislative chambers.

Marion County needs its own senator. As it is, our county is served by four senators — Charlie Dean of
Citrus County, Allen Hays of Lake County, Evelyn Lynn of Volusia County and Steve Oelrich of Alachua
County. While Dean and Lynn have been laudably attentive to Marion County's needs during their tenure,
Hayes and Oelrich have core constituencies that demand much of their attention — Oelrich, the University of
Florida, and Hays, The Villages.

The fact is, while our current senators listen to our needs, there simply is no substitute for being from a
community, from a standpoint of understanding its needs and being readily accessible to the voters.
Moreover, while some may argue having four senators representing our county actually increases our voice
in the state capital, the political reality is politicians look out for their voting bases. And as it is, Marion County
is not a voting base for any of the four senators representing our community.

There are 40 state senators, with each new Senate district encompassing about 535,000 people under the
latest census figures. Surely, a county covering 1 million acres and being home to 330,000 residents should
expect at least one of the Senate seats serving it to be predominantly within its borders.

State Rep. Dennis Baxley, R-Ocala, serves on one of the House redistricting committees and agrees Marion
County needs a homegrown voice in the Senate, and he believes there is a good chance it will get one out of
this process. At Wednesday's hearings in The Villages and Gainesville, a parade of community leaders and
organizations, as well as everyday citizens, spoke about the need for Marion County to have a senator, as a
Chamber of Commerce resolution put it, "to speak with one voice for more equitable and focused legislative
representation." Baxley called the community's message "consistent," adding that such common cause
should work in Marion County's favor.

Under the law, legislative districts are supposed to be drawn in a way that serves "communities of interest."
And with newly passed Amendments 5 and 6 in play, districts must also now be compact and follow traditional
boundaries where possible.

Given the community's uniqueness as an agricultural, business and retirement community, its sheer size and
the people's desire for a home-based Senate seat, we urge the redistricting committee to at last restore a
state Senate seat to Marion County, a Senate seat it can call its own.

http://www.ocala.com/article/20110717/OPINION/110719804/1162/sitemaps?template=printart
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Osceola County Hispanic districts: New commission districts
in Osceola may help Hispanics
By Jeannette Rivera-Lyles, Orlando Sentinel 5:37 p.m. EDT, July 16, 2011

A shift toward majority-Hispanic commission districts that began four years ago in Osceola County is likely to
accelerate next year, potentially changing the balance of political power in the county. 

In 2007, the U.S. Justice Department cited a "consistent pattern of discrimination" against minority voters and
required reluctant Osceola officials to redraw commission districts. The order required one of the districts to
have a majority Hispanic population.

That action led to the election of the county's only Hispanic commissioner. Now, sheer growth could help
elect more.

In the county's new district map, two of the five County Commission districts are more than half Hispanic, and
two others are at least 40 percent Hispanic. The map reflects the tremendous growth of Hispanics, who at
122,000 strong account for 45.5 percent of Osceola's population, the highest of any Central Florida county.

"This opens the door to have more Hispanics in office," said Betsy Franceschini, a Hispanic-outreach
coordinator with the Florida Democratic Party . "We have the numbers. This gives us better opportunities."

Under federal law, governments have to redraw district lines every 10 years, using the most recent U.S.
census data. A citizens advisory committee appointed by the County Commission drew the new lines, which
were adopted last week in a public hearing with only minor changes. They will take effect in 2012, when
voters will elect commissioners in three of the districts. The other two seats will be on the ballot in 2014.

Of the three districts to be decided in 2012, one is 53 percent Hispanic and another is 42 percent. If
Hispanics are elected in those, the County Commission would have a Hispanic majority that would also
include John Quiñones, currently the only Latino on the commission.

"The committee approached this in a very methodical, nonracial, nonpartisan way," said Quiñones, whose
district comes up for election in 2014. "They weren't trying to favor Hispanics. They followed the law, and the
lines fell where they fell."

Community activist Armando Ramirez pushed for a change from at-large districts — in which all voters can
vote for all seats — to single-member districts, in which each district elects a representative. The Justice
Department ordered the change in 2007.

Ramirez said that some won't like the heightened Hispanic presence in so many of the districts.

"This is going to make some people unhappy," Ramirez said. "Some are afraid of not having complete
control of the system anymore. But these changes are inevitable. It is appropriate to see districts like these
because they are an accurate reflection of the community. It's an issue of fairness."

But having the numbers is only a start. To get more people into office, Hispanic leaders have to do a better
job of mobilizing voters and fostering candidates, said José Balasquide, vice president of the Florida
Democratic Hispanic Caucus.

"We have to tap candidates that are well-educated in the issues, with a strong professional and public-
service background, who can represent well every person in that district," Balasquide said. A resident of
Poinciana, he is considering running for the County Commission. The district that includes his neighborhood
under the current map is now 53 percent Hispanic.

Franceschini said the Democratic Party is identifying Hispanic candidates, and Quiñones, a Republican, said
his party was doing the same. Although the majority of Hispanic voters in the county are registered
Democrats, all but one of the five Hispanic elected officials in Osceola are Republicans . The two parties
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have similar chances of getting people elected to the commission because Hispanics in Central Florida don't
necessarily vote along party lines and have become the largest swing vote in the state.

Regardless of which party ends up benefiting more, the newly drawn districts represent a positive move
toward inclusion in Osceola, said Juan Cartagena, president of Latino Justice, a New York-based civil-rights
group that was involved in the legal battle that led to the creation of single-member districts.

"But there's no doubt in my mind that had it not been for legal action, the good-old-buddy system would've
prevailed," Cartagena said.

jriveralyles@tribune.com or 407-420-5471
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'Fair' Districts Funding Questioned | Sunshine State News
'Fair Districts' is a Democratic oxymoron, say Republican critics

The battle over political boundaries is heating up, with Democratic-leaning labor unions and trial attorneys
helping to stoke the fire.

Fair Districts Florida, which collected enough signatures to place Amendment 5 on the Nov. 2 ballot, wants to
re-engineer how legislative and congressional districts are drawn in the state.

If approved by 60 percent of the voters, the measure would:

Disallow districts that favor or disfavor an incumbent or political party.

Ensure racial or language minorities equal opportunity to participate in the political process and elect
representatives of their choice, per the Voting Rights Act.

Require districts to be contiguous and, unless otherwise required, be compact and make use of
existing city, county and geographic boundaries.

"This is critical to connect voters and their representatives," said Deirdre Macnab, president of the Florida
League of Women Voters.  "Twenty-eight other states have some sort of standards. This will provide
guidelines to politicians and the courts."

But, while campaign chairwoman Ellen Freidin maintains that her group is strictly non-partisan, others see a
political agenda.

"There's a term, 'BINO,' meaning Bipartisan In Name Only," said Sen. Mike Haridopolos, chairman of the
Legislature's Reapportionment Committee.

"Ninety-five percent of their money comes from Democratic groups or groups that support Democratic Party
causes," the Merritt Island Republican said.

In fact, the list of donors to Fair Districts reads like a list of Big Labor. Contributors include more than a
dozen unions ranging from the Florida Education Association and the International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers to various AFL-CIO and Teamsters locals. 

Back in 2007, the group received $25,000 in seed money from ACORN, which has come under fire for its
partisan, and questionable, campaign tactics.

While listing a few Republicans backers -- led by Tampa auto dealer Frank Morsani and former Nixon
administration official Nat Reed of Jupiter -- Freidin acknowledges that Democrats are more energized for
change, and more eager to spend with the GOP holding sizable majorities in the Legislature and the
congressional delegation.

"Anyone who depends on Republicans is going to be wary of contributing to this," Freidin acknowledged.
"Incumbents want to hold onto power.

"But, this is really about the terrible injustices of the past 80 to 100 years, not handicapping the (campaign)
money," she added.

Trial attorneys, another predominantly Democratic support group, are also ponying up for Amendment 5.
Several of these firms represented Florida in the state's lawsuit against Big Tobacco (on 25 percent
contingencies) and critics say Amendment 5 opens the way to endless legal entanglements.

"I support (Fair Districts) because of my belief that politics and distorted agendas have adversely impacted
our fundamental right to fair representation and decayed the elective process," said Steve Yerrid, a Tampa
attorney who was among 11 trial lawyers who represented Florida in its lawsuit against the cigarette industry.

http://www.sunshinestatenews.com/story/lines-sand


"It's the full employment act for lawyers," Haridopolos said. "The 'standards' it sets are nothing more than
impediments to drawing boundaries."

Macnab appeared to echo that remark by noting, "The politicians can draw the lines within the rules or we
can take them to court."

In comparisons of current boundaries and prospective districts drawn under Amendment 5, the
Reapportionment Committee found that Fair Florida's versions were less compact and more sprawling.

"(U.S. Rep.) Corrine Brown's district would be even worse," the Senate president-designate said.

Brown, an African-American Democrat representing the Jacksonville area, and Rep. Lincoln Diaz-Balart, R-
Miami, are both opposed to Amendment 5.

"Fact is, our lines met all legal challenges back in 2002. Fair Florida's would not," Haridopolos said.

Still, Macnab believes it's time for change.

"I live in Winter Park, which has a population of 25,000, and it has four congressional districts and four
legislative districts in it. People don't even know who their representatives are.

"Under the current system, the parties determine who the voters will choose," Macnab said.

House Majority Leader Adam Hasner, R-Delray Beach, remains unmoved by Fair District's claims of non-
partisanship.

"It is a stealth agenda funded by the left to do in the courts what they can't do at the ballot box," he said
recently. "This is the top priority of Democrats in 2010, and it must be stopped."

Kenric Ward can be reached at kward@sunshinestatenews.com or (772) 559-4719.
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Hard to take politics out of redistricting
  July 18, 2011 12:05 AM

A political tour with a familiar theme came to the News-Journal Center on Tuesday when dozens of state
lawmakers listened to about 60 people give input about redistricting.

The topic is a hot issue with some voters but certainly not all voters. It's a somewhat esoteric subject, but it's
as unavoidable as death and taxes. The U.S. Constitution mandates the process in each state. It happens
after each decade's census is finished. Redistricting affects the U.S. House of Representatives -- because
their 435 seats are apportioned based on population -- and every state legislature.

In Florida, after the 2012 elections, the voters will be represented by 120 state representatives and 40 state
senators. The state also has to draw maps for 27 districts for Florida's apportionment of the U.S. House.
That's up from 25 in 2002 -- because the state's population grew.

Who gets to draw the maps for their own state chambers and for the U.S. House? The Legislature. Gov. Rick
Scott must then sign off.

Complicating this process are the new Fair Districts amendments to the state constitution, which mandate the
districts must be as compact and contiguous as possible, using existing district lines or geopolitical
boundaries if possible.

And making the issue even thornier is the fact that the Fair Districts amendments are being challenged in
federal court by one Democrat and one Republican in the U.S. House.

U.S. Reps. Corrine Brown, D-Jacksonville, and Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Miami, claim the fair districting process
usurps the power of Congress to regulate elections. They represent so-called "minority-access" districts that
were drawn to help elect minority lawmakers. Their claim could stand in federal court -- forcing lawmakers to
set aside the compact and contiguous mandate if it's considered a barrier to the election of minorities.

The amendments mandate something that sounds fair and desirable to voters. But it's not easy to take
politics out of politics.

Clearly politics had something to do with the amendments, which were supported by liberal-leaning interest
groups that hope to keep a leash on the GOP majority in Tallahassee. The amendments ask for existing
boundaries to be respected -- which cannot be done if the census finds people have moved to new cities,
counties or regions.

Florida House Speaker Dean Cannon had his chamber join in the lawsuit filed by Reps. Brown and Diaz-
Balart. Sarcasm alert: He might have political motives, too.

Democrats hope that redrawn districts will reflect the edge their party has in statewide voter registration. But
registration is but one piece of voter data -- and not a particularly deep or predictive one.

In theory, there shouldn't be this much drama to political mapping. But the process always seems to turn into
a power struggle, regardless of how many efforts are made to depoliticize it.

Abuses of redistricting are legendary. Generally, those abuses are called "gerrymandering," a name derived
from a former U.S. vice president.

Gerrymandering was first vilified in 1812, when Gov. Elbridge Gerry of Massachusetts put the screws to the
Federalists by having his party draw legislative districts favorable to its own political interests. The districts
looked odd -- more like a snake or a salamander than the compact and contiguous shape now favored in
Florida.

Modern gerrymandering explains why some people in Tallahassee have a state senator who lives 200 miles
away. (Yes, that came up at a public meeting there.) Here in Volusia County, our most powerful
congressional representative lives in Winter Park.

It's understandable that voters want compact districts that reflect the culture of their communities. At the
meetings the Legislature has already held, some people have suggested using rivers and power lines as
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meetings the Legislature has already held, some people have suggested using rivers and power lines as
guides to the new maps. That's how worried some are about being drawn into a geographically contorted
district.

Lawmakers have also been criticized for not drawing the maps in 2011 -- even though the Florida
Constitution mandates they wait until the legislative session in early 2012.

The problem is that voters and prospective candidates may not know until next summer what the districts
look like. The first primaries are in September 2012. Shouldn't voters and candidates have more time to
prepare in the new districts? Indiana and Illinois passed their new districts months ago.

In the end, the state as a whole won't be happy with maps that the GOP will probably draw in the most
compact way that still gives them an edge. There will be more arguments. And more lawsuits.

But if the districts mostly follow the voters' directions, it will be a significant achievement for the Sunshine
State.

Maps can only go so far in determining the outcome of elections. Other things -- you know, things like issues
-- play a big role, too. That's why we usually don't have to wait too long for the parties to reverse roles in the
redistricting game.
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Redistricting: everyday voters can get involved and influence
plan to draw political maps
7:14 p.m. EDT, July 17, 2011

North Broward Democratic Club, redistricting status report from fair districts campaign organizer – July 27,
7:30 p.m., Emma Lou Olson Civic Center, 1801 NE 6th St., Pompano Beach.

League of Women Voters forum, "Redistricting: Why you should care" – Aug. 6, 1:30 p.m., Gallery Room,
Alvin Sherman Library, Nova Southeastern University, 3100 Ray Ferrero Blvd., Davie.

Senate and House redistricting committees, joint hearings – Aug. 16, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Florida Atlantic
University, Boca Raton; 6 to 9 p.m. Broward College, Davie.

Anthony Man
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Inside The Lines powered by Three Bridges Advisors
For the upcoming July 25-28 public input meetings on redistricting in Lakeland, Wauchula, Wesley Chapel,
Orlando and Melbourne, below are links to parking and driving directions, Google Maps for each location,
and the RSVP page for each location.  You do not have to RSVP, but it is helpful to ensure that we have
adequate resources for those Florida residents who plan to attend.

Note, there are a growing number of resources available via the House Redistricting
website, www.floridaredistricting.org, that you can use to get your community involved in Florida’s
redistricting process, including the upcoming public meetings.

Public Participation Toolkit – To learn about redistricting, ways to provide your input, and ways to help
others get involved.

Plan Explorer – To view the dozen complete or partial proposed maps already submitted by Florida
residents via MyDistrictBuilder.

Maps and Data – To study the data and maps, before coming to a public meeting or
using MyDistrictBuilder.

Social Media: Facebook, Twitter and mydistrictbuilder@myfloridahouse.gov Email – To follow the
Florida House’s redistricting related activities, and even provide written comment during the public meetings
if you cannot attend in person.

Category: Legislative HeadLINES
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http://twitter.com/#!/FLRedistricting
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Guest commentary ... Legislature must stop stalling on
redistricting maps » Naples Daily News
Diedre Macnab

Lydia Galton

You probably have better things to do this hot Florida summer than watch the
redistricting meetings as they unfold one after the other across the state.
However, for those of us who are watching, it is jarring to listen as one Florida
voter after another stands up and says the same thing over and over: “Show us
the maps”; “Follow the Fair Districts rules voters put in the state Constitution”;
and “Stop wasting our money fighting the rules we passed.”

Why is redistricting so important? For years Florida has had some of the least
competitive elections in the country, stemming from scores of “races” with no
challengers. Why? Because for years politicians picked their voters instead of
voters picking their officials. And the good news for voters is the passage of
Amendments 5 and 6 with 63 percent of the vote this past November will end
gerrymandering and restore a much higher degree of competition and
accountability.

Regrettably, our legislative leaders are playing the role of the spoiler.
Predictably, as incumbents, they are determined to protect their seats to the
end, through delays and litigation.

Never mind their continuous protestations that they intend to follow the will of
the voters, as they continue to spend taxpayer money to fight the amendments’
passage in court. Never mind that they issue false statements at these hearings
protesting that they are only trying to “clarify” the language, when legal
documents state clearly their intention to overturn.

The most important concern that you, the citizen, should have is the timeline. This is a maneuver that sets us
up for chaos and confusion in our 2012 elections, as the Legislature sticks to a timeline designed only to
protect incumbents. How? Simply by using these 26 public meetings (with no maps presented) they have
created a delaying tactic that will result in a schedule likely to prevent candidates from even knowing what
districts they might run in — until after the deadline date for filing is over. Who does that help? Incumbents,
naturally.

Very simply: the current timeline for redistricting set by the Legislature is unfair to Florida voters.

Guess who else has noticed? Our supervisors of elections, that’s who. At every meeting, the local
supervisors of elections have expressed concern with the Legislature’s proposed timeline and recommended
speeding up the timeline to help ensure more efficient and fair elections.

Supervisors are rightly concerned. The current timeline makes it highly unlikely that districts will be finally
approved before candidates must sign up to run for election. In addition, it is unlikely that district and
precinct adjustments will be finalized by the deadline for sending absentee and overseas ballots to our
military. Districts may not be finalized until August 2012, which would mean Florida’s maps would be
approved later than almost every other state in the nation.

Other states that have public hearings allow citizens the opportunity to comment on actual proposed maps.
For example, after maps are finalized in Arizona, they are made available to the public for comment for 30
days before final passage. In Florida, Redistricting Committee Chair Will Weatherford has said citizens will
have only a two- or three-day comment period before any votes are taken on a proposal.

Have legislators drawn maps yet? Why not? They’ve had the census data for more than four months! If they
have drawn maps, why are they not showing them to us? When will they show them to us? What are they
waiting for?

http://www.naplesnews.com/news/2011/jul/21/deirdre-macnab-and-lydia-galton-guest-commentary-l/


The League of Women Voters calls on the Legislature to prepare the maps earlier, debate them in the fall,
give the public time to review and to comment, and pass them the first week of session. This will leave more
adequate time for preclearance by the Justice Department and any possible litigation which often occurs
following redistricting.

Florida voters: We must keep our eye on this schedule as it will determine whether new candidates will have
time to file to run, and most importantly for us the voters to have time to adequately get to know our
candidates and make informed good choices. As the Legislature’s own attorney noted, their current timeline
will likely make for chaos and confusion in the 2012 election. Florida voters deserve better.

For more information about Florida redistricting, visit www.TheFloridaVoter.org.
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Redistricting Committee Comes To Lakeland – Polk Politics
- The Lakeland Ledger - Lakeland, FL
Monday’s hearings by the joint Florida House and Senate redistricting committees at the Polk State College
Lakeland campus are crucial to those who want to closely follow what this Legislature does with redrawn the
congressional and legislative district early next year.

The House and Senate redistricting committees and their attendant subcommittees will meet 2-5 p.m. in the
main auditorium on the Lakeland campus.

The campus is located at 3425 Winter Lake Road, Lakeland.

Committee members have been instructed not to comment and make suggestions during the hearings. That
likely may happen when they meet in Tallahassee meetings in December.

But by observing and participating in the hearings the public can see what is going on and determine if the
Fair Districts amendments are being followed in the process.

It is not an easy task because the Legislature is required to design 27 congressional districts. That’s two
more than the state currently has because the 2010 census revealed that Florida’s population increased by
that much to mandate it receive two more districts. Several states, however, lost enough population over the
last decade to lose congressional districts.

Florida lawmakers also will redraw 120 House districts and 40 state Senate districts.

Normally beginning on the second Tuesday after the first Monday in March, the 2012 Florida Legislature will
convene January 10, to put the new districts together.

Polk County has four of its eight delegation members on one or more of the committees and subcommittees.

Rep. Kelli Stargel, R-Lakeland sits on the House Senate redistricting Subcommittee. Freshman Rep. Ben
Albritton sits on the House Congressional Redistricting Subcommittee and Rep. Mike Horner, R-Kissimmee,
sits on the full House Redistricting Committee as well as the subcommittee on Congressional Redistricting.

State Sen. Ronda Storms, R-Valrico, sits on the Senate Reapportionment Committee.

For more information contact the Florida House of Representatives Redistricting Committee at 850-488-3928
or go to http://www.floridaredistricting.org/.

http://polkpolitics.blogs.theledger.com/10794/redistricting-committee-comes-to-lakeland/comment-page-1/#comment-1251
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Town meeting is a chance to be heard about redistricting in
Florida
Your letters >

In Print: Thursday, July 21, 2011

Speak up about redistricting

During this summer, the Florida Redistricting Committee will travel across the state to fulfill our constitutional
responsibility of redistricting. We are honored and excited to host one of these meetings in our very own
Pasco County. This meeting will be held from 6 to 9 p.m. Tuesday in the Wiregrass Ranch High School
gymnasium in Wesley Chapel. Pasco County residents will have opportunity to comment and provide their
views about redistricting, as well as share directly with Florida legislators how you would like your district to
be shaped.

As chair of the congressional redistricting committee and lifelong resident of the area, it's my hope to see a
strong Pasco representation at the upcoming Wesley Chapel hearing. Please join us in helping to represent
our communities and shape our district map for the next 10 years.

Pasco County has seen its population swell from 344,765 during the 2000 Census year to 464,697 based on
the 2010 Census. This hearing is a unique opportunity for Pasco County to better shape its own political
landscape in the central Florida region because of this growth.

I highly encourage Pasco residents to speak at the town hall meeting by registering in advance through the
redistricting website at www.flordiaredistricting.org. Also on the website, Pasco residents can utilize the
House's MyDistrictBuilder, a free application for the public and their legislators to actually draw new district
boundary lines. You can create a complete or partial redistricting plan for the state House, state Senate or
Congress, and submit your ideas for legislative consideration.

In addition, Pasco residents can voice their concerns via some of the MyDistrictBuilder's social media tools.
Redistricting advocates can utilize the My DistrictBuilder's Facebook and Twitter sites to learn about events
as they happen, ask questions and share your thoughts. Residents can visit MyDistrictBuilder's YouTube
page to watch tutorial videos on how to use the MyDistrictBuilder application.

For more information on the redistricting website tools or the Wesley Chapel public forum, please contact my
office at (727) 869-8600 or via e-mail at John.Legg@myfloridahouse.gov.

Rep. John Legg, Florida House District 46, Port Richey

A smoke-free workplace

On behalf of the Hernando County Health Department and Tobacco Free Hernando, I'd like to recognize the
Pasco Hernando Early Learning Coalition for its efforts to ensure a safe environment for its employees and
visitors by implementing a 100 percent tobacco-free policy on all of its properties.

The coalition joins other local businesses as a leader in modeling healthy behaviors that will have positive
physical, environmental and financial impact on our community.

Studies indicate that tobacco-free businesses have a lower risk of fire and accidental injuries. They have
reduced cleaning and maintenance costs. Tobacco-free work environments have a reduced risk of harm or
discomfort to others by the elimination of second- and third-hand smoke. Finally, employees at tobacco-free
worksites are more likely to reduce their tobacco use and some are even motivated to quit.

Adopting a smoke-free policy shows an interest in the health and well-being of all Hernando County
residents. I wish to congratulate James Farrelly, executive director, the Learning Coalition's board of
directors and the staff for this proactive step.

http://www.tampabay.com/opinion/letters/town-meeting-is-a-chance-to-be-heard-about-redistricting-in-florida/1181463


Elizabeth A. Callaghan, Administrator, Hernando County Health Department

Inmate labor could help budget

The parks need maintenance. Inmates can weed and clean bathrooms for free. The pools need
maintenance. Teach the inmates to clean pools and they will have a trade. Inmates can paint, sweep, pick up
trash, dig holes, plant trees, etc., etc. They are used to collect trash and clean bathrooms for Pasco
government facilities now.

Get them off their bunks, away from television sets and weight rooms and provide some labor to help them
pay their debt to society. Work them during closed hours to avoid public contact. This will help keep our
libraries, parks and pools safe and open.

There are lots of volunteers out there who will help if you ask them. Ask us.

Gail Ockunzzi, New Port Richey

Editor's note: According to the Sheriff's Office website, Operation Payback had an average of 81
defendants participating each month, completing nearly 62,000 hours of labor at 27 county facilities and at
special events. Estimated cost savings to taxpayers was more than $493,000.

>>Share your views

The Pasco Times welcomes letters from readers for publication.

Because of space limitations, letters should be of reasonable length (250-300 words maximum as a rule).
Letters may be edited for clarity, taste and length.

All letters must be signed and must contain the writer's address and telephone number. Addresses and
telephone numbers will not be printed.

Send your letter to Pasco Times, 11321 U.S. 19, Port Richey, FL 34668, or fax to (727) 869-6233 or go to 

tampabay.com/letters/.

Fill out the form to supply us with your personal information, the subject line, and type your letter in the
space provided. You can also cut and paste a letter that you have prepared elsewhere in your computer.
When you are done, hit the button that says "Submit My Letter."

[Last modified: Jul 20, 2011 04:50 PM]

Click here for reuse options! 
Copyright 2011 St. Petersburg Times

http://license.icopyright.net/3.8618?icx_id=1181463
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Florida redistricting: How to draw minority seats is crux of
redistricting controversy
July 22, 2011|By aaron deslatte

TALLAHASSEE – Democratic U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown was being facetious when she described her
meandering congressional district stretching from Jacksonville to Gainesville, Sanford and the outskirts of
Orlando as the "most popular" in America.

But the nine-county curiosity is certainly one of the most important.

It was Exhibit A as backers of the Fair Districts Florida campaign to end political gerrymandering spent
millions of dollars to pass their constitutional reforms last fall. And while Brown's district won't be on trial this
summer, the 10-term congresswoman is a plaintiff in a lawsuit to invalidate the reforms that could make it
harder to preserve her seat.

"When you listen to people talk, you would think I drew the district," Brown told a legislative panel that's
holding public hearings around the state. "The district was drawn to comply with the 1965 Voting Rights Act."

Florida lawmakers are bringing their redistricting tour to Central Florida this week, with hearings in Lakeland,
Orlando and Viera. The 26-stop road-show has been dominated so far by pleas from the public to follow the
intent of the Fair Districts amendments, which require lawmakers to draw congressional and legislative
districts more compactly, and without the intent of helping or hurting incumbents or political parties.

The reforms also require legislators to pay more heed to existing geographic boundaries, such as city and
county lines. But the amendments' impact on political districts drawn to help elect minority lawmakers is a
murkier issue still playing out in federal court.

This week, reform opponents will square off with backers in a Miami federal courtroom, and that effort could
decide how hypothetical all this altruistic discussion of "fair districts" will be.

A day after Florida voters passed the amendments in November, Brown, D-Jacksonville, and U.S. Rep.
Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Miami, alleged in a federal lawsuit that the congressional amendment infringed on the
power of Congress to regulate elections. House Speaker Dean Cannon, R-Winter Park, ordered the Florida
House to join the suit.

Brown and Diaz-Balart represent "minority-access" districts drawn to cobble together a large-enough plurality
of African-Americans or Hispanics to reliably elect minority lawmakers. Both want to preserve the
Legislature's power to draw such districts – and Brown has scheduled a $1,000-per-person fundraiser in
Washington Wednesday to replenish her "Legal Expense Trust" that's financing her lawsuit.

But the larger question is whether lawmakers must draw new maps that still elect the same number or more
minorities.

The House's redistricting legal team has argued that the Voting Rights Act supersedes Fair Districts, and
that legislators should have the right to draw "minority access" districts as they see fit – then apply the Fair
Districts reforms to the surrounding seats. Otherwise, they argue, new maps might dilute the ability of
minorities to elect candidates of their choosing, a legal no-no called "retrogression."

The ramifications for next year's maps are huge. With more Latino voters, there is a greater ability to draw
new minority seats and "bleach" the surrounding districts to ensure they perform well forRepublicans.

But that belief faces a near-certain legal challenge.

Former House Speaker Jon Mills was a primary author of the Fair Districts amendments and represents
several Democratic legislators defending them in the federal lawsuit. Last week, the University of Florida law
professor politely demurred when asked to opine on the Republican view that minority districts can be drawn
free of the Fair Districts standards.

"Commenting on it is just not rational for me. Whatever plan may be drawn may be litigated in the future," he
said. "You're asking the right question, which is why I can't answer it."

http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2011-07-22/news/os-capview-column072411-20110722_1_minority-lawmakers-minority-access-districts-minority-seats


adeslatte@tribune.com. Follow him on Twitter @adeslatte.

mailto:adeslatte@tribune.com


theledger.com http://w w w .theledger.com/article/20110722/COLUMNISTS03/110729891/1001/BUSINESS?Title=Redistricting-Meetings-Next-Week

Redistricting Meetings Next Week | TheLedger.com
With that responsibility in mind, Florida's legislators are hosting a series of 26 public input meetings on
redistricting throughout the state.

We travel next to an area of particular importance to this process — Central Florida. This leg of our tour
takes us along the Interstate 4 corridor, an area that saw significant population growth over the last decade,
and to the Space Coast. Along the way we will visit one of Florida's Section 5 jurisdictions, Hardee County.

The meetings in your area begin Monday in Lakeland from 2 to 5 p.m. at Polk State College. On Tuesday,
meetings will be at the Hardee County Civic Center in Wauchula, from 8 to 11 a.m., and at the gym at
Wiregrass Ranch High School in Wesley Chapel from 6 to 9 p.m.

The purpose of these public hearings is to listen to you. Legislators will dedicate the time spent in your
community to hearing from you. We want to get your thoughts about what you believe are the important facts
and unique characteristics of your community. While legislators will dedicate the time spent in your
community to hearing from you, Floridians will have numerous opportunities to ask questions throughout the
process.

Those who cannot attend but would like to listen to the meeting can access a live Web stream via the Florida
Channel at www.thefloridachannel.org. If you cannot attend or tune-in to the web stream there are still many
ways to actively participate in the redistricting process.

We invite you to visit the webpages launched by both the Florida House of Representatives at
www.floridaredistricting.org and the Florida Senate at www.flsenate.gov/redistricting. They are filled with
information about redistricting. Both sites even include options to create and submit your own redistricting
maps using the same data and tools that legislators will use to draw legislative and congressional
boundaries.

The online computer programs that we will use to build districts were created with you in mind. There are
training resources that will help you get started drawing your own plan. Demonstrations of the web
applications will be set up outside of each community meeting. House and Senate staff will be available to
talk to those in attendance about using the applications to build districts and how the redistricting process
works.

In addition to drawing districts, you may go online now to submit comments, access committee and public
hearing schedules, or simply keep up with the latest information on the process. Legislators will use your
feedback, comments and submitted plans to help inform their redistricting proposals.

Redistricting happens only once a decade. It is your opportunity to help shape the districts that are the basis
of your representation in Tallahassee and Washington. We invite you to stay informed about the process
through the tools and information online, and we hope that you will join us at one or more redistricting public
hearings so that your voice can be heard.

[ State Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, is chair of the House Redistricting Committee. State Sen.
Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, is chair of the Senate Committee on Reapportionment. ]

http://www.theledger.com/article/20110722/COLUMNISTS03/110729891/1001/BUSINESS?Title=Redistricting-Meetings-Next-Week
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Lawmakers from across the state have begun the process of redrawing Florida's boundary lines for equal
representation. This historic event happens just once every 10 years, as directed by the United States
Constitution. In keeping with our state's strong commitment to transparency, the Florida Legislature has
been working hard to ensure that you will have unprecedented access to all of the information, tools and
resources that you need to impact the redistricting process.

With that responsibility in mind, Florida's legislators are hosting a series of 26 public input meetings on
redistricting throughout the state.

We travel next to an area of particular importance to this process — Central Florida. This leg of our tour
takes us along the Interstate 4 corridor, an area that saw significant population growth over the last decade,
and to the Space Coast. Along the way we will visit one of Florida's Section 5 jurisdictions, Hardee County.

The meetings in your area begin Monday in Lakeland from 2 to 5 p.m. at Polk State College. On Tuesday,
meetings will be at the Hardee County Civic Center in Wauchula, from 8 to 11 a.m., and at the gym at
Wiregrass Ranch High School in Wesley Chapel from 6 to 9 p.m.

The purpose of these public hearings is to listen to you. Legislators will dedicate the time spent in your
community to hearing from you. We want to get your thoughts about what you believe are the important facts
and unique characteristics of your community. While legislators will dedicate the time spent in your
community to hearing from you, Floridians will have numerous opportunities to ask questions throughout the
process.

Those who cannot attend but would like to listen to the meeting can access a live Web stream via the Florida
Channel at www.thefloridachannel.org. If you cannot attend or tune-in to the web stream there are still many
ways to actively participate in the redistricting process.

We invite you to visit the webpages launched by both the Florida House of Representatives at
www.floridaredistricting.org and the Florida Senate at www.flsenate.gov/redistricting. They are filled with
information about redistricting. Both sites even include options to create and submit your own redistricting
maps using the same data and tools that legislators will use to draw legislative and congressional
boundaries.

The online computer programs that we will use to build districts were created with you in mind. There are
training resources that will help you get started drawing your own plan. Demonstrations of the web
applications will be set up outside of each community meeting. House and Senate staff will be available to
talk to those in attendance about using the applications to build districts and how the redistricting process
works.

In addition to drawing districts, you may go online now to submit comments, access committee and public
hearing schedules, or simply keep up with the latest information on the process. Legislators will use your
feedback, comments and submitted plans to help inform their redistricting proposals.

Redistricting happens only once a decade. It is your opportunity to help shape the districts that are the basis
of your representation in Tallahassee and Washington. We invite you to stay informed about the process
through the tools and information online, and we hope that you will join us at one or more redistricting public
hearings so that your voice can be heard.

[ State Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, is chair of the House Redistricting Committee. State Sen.
Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, is chair of the Senate Committee on Reapportionment. ]
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Florida redistricting: How to draw minority seats is crux of
redistricting controversy
Aaron Deslatte Capitol View 6:14 p.m. EDT, July 22, 2011

TALLAHASSEE – Democratic U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown was being facetious when she described her
meandering congressional district stretching from Jacksonville to Gainesville, Sanford and the outskirts of
Orlando as the "most popular" in America.

But the nine-county curiosity is certainly one of the most important.

It was Exhibit A as backers of the Fair Districts Florida campaign to end political gerrymandering spent
millions of dollars to pass their constitutional reforms last fall. And while Brown's district won't be on trial this
summer, the 10-term congresswoman is a plaintiff in a lawsuit to invalidate the reforms that could make it
harder to preserve her seat.

"When you listen to people talk, you would think I drew the district," Brown told a legislative panel that's
holding public hearings around the state. "The district was drawn to comply with the 1965 Voting Rights Act."

Florida lawmakers are bringing their redistricting tour to Central Florida this week, with hearings in Lakeland,
Orlando and Viera. The 26-stop road-show has been dominated so far by pleas from the public to follow the
intent of the Fair Districts amendments, which require lawmakers to draw congressional and legislative
districts more compactly, and without the intent of helping or hurting incumbents or political parties.

The reforms also require legislators to pay more heed to existing geographic boundaries, such as city and
county lines. But the amendments' impact on political districts drawn to help elect minority lawmakers is a
murkier issue still playing out in federal court.

This week, reform opponents will square off with backers in a Miami federal courtroom, and that effort could
decide how hypothetical all this altruistic discussion of "fair districts" will be.

A day after Florida voters passed the amendments in November, Brown, D-Jacksonville, and U.S. Rep.
Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Miami, alleged in a federal lawsuit that the congressional amendment infringed on the
power of Congress to regulate elections. House Speaker Dean Cannon, R-Winter Park, ordered the Florida
House to join the suit.

Brown and Diaz-Balart represent "minority-access" districts drawn to cobble together a large-enough plurality
of African-Americans or Hispanics to reliably elect minority lawmakers. Both want to preserve the
Legislature's power to draw such districts – and Brown has scheduled a $1,000-per-person fundraiser in
Washington Wednesday to replenish her "Legal Expense Trust" that's financing her lawsuit.

But the larger question is whether lawmakers must draw new maps that still elect the same number or more
minorities.

The House's redistricting legal team has argued that the Voting Rights Act supersedes Fair Districts, and
that legislators should have the right to draw "minority access" districts as they see fit – then apply the Fair
Districts reforms to the surrounding seats. Otherwise, they argue, new maps might dilute the ability of
minorities to elect candidates of their choosing, a legal no-no called "retrogression."

The ramifications for next year's maps are huge. With more Latino voters, there is a greater ability to draw
new minority seats and "bleach" the surrounding districts to ensure they perform well for Republicans.

But that belief faces a near-certain legal challenge.

Former House Speaker Jon Mills was a primary author of the Fair Districts amendments and represents
several Democratic legislators defending them in the federal lawsuit. Last week, the University of Florida law
professor politely demurred when asked to opine on the Republican view that minority districts can be drawn
free of the Fair Districts standards.

"Commenting on it is just not rational for me. Whatever plan may be drawn may be litigated in the future," he
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http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/us/florida/orange-county-%28florida%29/winter-park-PLGEO100100410220000.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/politics/parties-movements/republican-party-ORGOV0000004.topic


"Commenting on it is just not rational for me. Whatever plan may be drawn may be litigated in the future," he
said. "You're asking the right question, which is why I can't answer it."

adeslatte@tribune.com. Follow him on Twitter @adeslatte.

mailto:adeslatte@tribune.com
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orlando redistricting hearings - Organize Now
Posted by Casey Dayhoff 477.80pc on July 25, 2011

Where do YOU draw the lines?

This summer the Florida State Legislature will host more than two dozen events around the state. Senators
and Representatives want to hear from you before redrawing our districts to comply with federal and state
law.

Come out, and have your voice heard. There will be two hearings, one at 2 PM and the other at 6 PM. They
go about two hours each.

WHEN

July 27, 2011 at 2:00 PM

WHERE

Bob Carr Performing Arts Center
401 W Livingston St Orlando
Orlando, FL 32801
Google map and directions

102 RSVPS

or Text FAIRDISTRICTS to 407-710-7258 to RSVP

@StefONFIRE mentioned @OrgNow link to this page. 4 hours ago

MT @ : Join us 4 the Florida Redistricting Hearings in Orlando on Wednesday at 2PM & 6PM at the
Bob Carr P.A.C. http://bit.ly/of3GWd

@CayceDaye mentioned @OrgNow link to this page. 6 hours ago

RT @ Join us for the Florida Redistricting Hearings in Orlando on Wednesday at 2PM and 6PM at the
Bob Carr P.A.C. http://t.co/ZG6vBR5

Central Florida Link rsvped 6 hours ago

Alexa Nelen rsvped 6 hours ago

ادیرولف ادیرولف   rsvped 6 hours ago

ProaudiovisualInc PacoLopez rsvped 6 hours ago

Aubrey Marks rsvped 6 hours ago

Ida Vishkaee Eskamani rsvped 6 hours ago

Doug Head rsvped 6 hours ago

Anna Vishkaee Eskamani rsvped 6 hours ago

Michael Tuthill rsvped 6 hours ago

Carmen Torres rsvped 6 hours ago

Dale V. Henderson rsvped 6 hours ago

Scott Randolph rsvped 6 hours ago

http://www.orgnow.org/orlando_redistricting_hearings
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=401+W+Livingston+St+Orlando%2C+Orlando%2C+FL+32801
http://twitter.com/intent/user?user_id=225609278
http://twitter.com/OrgNow
http://bit.ly/of3GWd
http://twitter.com/intent/user?user_id=177225765
http://twitter.com/OrgNow
http://t.co/ZG6vBR5


Alita Chappell rsvped 6 hours ago

Larry Kidd rsvped 6 hours ago

Vern Gurmurnerz rsvped 6 hours ago

Centro Hispano De Soluciones rsvped 6 hours ago

Patricia Darlak Graves rsvped 6 hours ago
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Will redistricting be fair - South Florida Sun-Sentinel.com
By Curt Levine July 17, 2011

Correction: In a July 17th op-ed piece published in the Outlook section, Curt Levine was mistaken in saying
the House Speaker's office removed the Compactness and Spatial Analysis components from the
MyDistrictBuilder software program.

Republicans bitterly opposed the Fair Districts Amendments passed by Florida's voters last November.
Florida's Republican Party poured $2.6 million into its fight against Amendments 5 and 6 and is still
supporting the Republican-led Legislature's court challenges, using public funds, against the amendments'
implementation. Will the GOP leadership now abide by the voters' will and draw legislative districts that
comply with the Fair Districts guidelines?

Apparently not, based upon an analysis of the My District Builder software used by the Republican legislative
staff assisting to draw Florida's proposed districts. A technical audit performed by the Palm Beach County
Democratic Executive Committee found the My District Builder software mysteriously deleted an entire
section on compactness and geospatial analysis. The missing section was designed to calculate ratios of
compactness and make an overall scoring of compliance with the redistricting requirements under
Amendment 5. The missing geospatial analysis would give a mathematical rating in determining whether the
new districts were drawn not to favor or disfavor incumbents or a political party and be compact, as equal in
population as feasible, making use of existing city, county and geographical boundaries.

Palm Beach County DEC Chair Mark Alan Siegel has raised legitimate questions about the  compactness
analysis. Those questions have not been answered. Although contained in the Legislature's initial release of
the My District Builder software, the compactness and geospatial analysis components were deleted by
House Redistricting Committee staff soon after they appeared.

A spokesman for House Speaker Dean Cannon's office replied compactness was only one factor in
redrawing district lines, and other factors had to be considered, such as splitting city and county lines, and
the effects on minority communities. This response is illogical; compactness was not only a desired
component of the amendments, but it also offered a numeric measure as to the fairness issues. Splitting city
and county lines, and grouping minorities into minority districts causing the bleaching of adjacent districts,
unlike compactness, were characteristics to be avoided under the Fair Districts amendments.

By removing the compactness and geospatial analysis from the software, new district lines drawn on party or
incumbent lines are not as detectible without the geospatial analysis numerical rating.

When the joint legislative redistricting public hearings come to your neighborhood this summer, it would be
informative to get an answer as to why the geospatial analysis section was removed by the legislative
leadership. Unfortunately, the committee members have already been instructed not to comment on any
aspect of the process. To the detriment of the public, the Redistricting Committee members will not bring with
them any proposed plans for public comment.

The Legislature's current redistricting software, without the compactness statistical component, flaws the
process and stacks the deck in favor of the incumbent Republican leadership. Florida voters will ultimately
have to rely upon the state Supreme Court to generate a fair redistricting plan in order to get a fair deal.

Curt Levine is an Orlando attorney and a former Florida state representative.

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/opinion/fl-redistrict-oped0717-20110717,0,383981.story
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/politics/parties-movements/republican-party-ORGOV0000004.topic
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/local/palmbeach/
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/us/florida/palm-beach-county-PLGEO100100412000000.topic
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/local/palmbeach/
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WMNF 88.5 FM Community Radio, Tampa
07/25/11 Seán Kinane and Kate Bradshaw 
WMNF Drive-Time News Monday 

Every ten years, based on the latest census data, states re-draw Congressional and Legislative districts.
Meetings are going on around Florida between citizens and state Legislators to hash out the redistricting
process. An additional element this time around is the pair of so-called Fair Districts amendments passed by
voters last November. Today, the Florida Redistricting Public Meeting is in Lakeland, and WMNF’s Kate
Bradshaw is there live.

http://www.wmnf.org/news_stories/live-report-from-redistricting-meeting-in-lakeland
http://www.wmnf.org/program_strips/357
http://www.wmnf.org/give?program_id=224
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Polk County residents express concern at redistricting input
session

Lakeland, Florida --  Over and over, state legislators working to redraw Florida's political boundary lines are
hearing the same question.

"I have to ask, where are the maps?" asked Paula Mimms, co-president of the Polk County League of
Women Voters as she stood before House and Senate members Monday afternoon.

The panel of legislators stopped in Lakeland for a three hour input session with the people of Florida, which
they've dubbed the "listening tour."  There are 26 stops in all.

Mimm's co-president, Mary Jo Jarrett, asked the lawmakers, "We are puzzled and question why won't the
legislature prepare the maps earlier?"

There are no proposed redistricting maps. In fact, as part of this tech savvy public input tour, you can even
draw up your own map online on how you'd like to see Florida's 120 House, 40 Senate, and now 27
congressional districts look.  Florida gained two Congressional seats after adding 2.8 million people over the
last ten years.

Click:  Floridaredistricting.org

The Florida and U.S. Constitutions require the political boundaries be redrawn every ten years to keep up
with population changes.

Chairman of the House Redistricting Committee Rep. Will Weatherford (R-Wesley Chapel) explains, "Our
thought is to seek public input first, spend time going across the entire state, get a real understanding and
perspective of the different interest of the state, then go forward drawing maps."

Some called the tour a waste of time and told the lawmakers to do their job and draw up the maps now.

But some Floridians, including the League of Women Voters, are not only concerned that there are no
proposed maps, but they are concerned about the time line.

The Legislature has until the end of the 2012 session on March 9 to approve the new districts.

"It's not fair to Florida voters.  Florida's maps will end up being approved later than most every state in the

http://www.wtsp.com/news/local/article/202695/8/Polk-County-residents-express-concern-at-redistricting-input-session
http://www.floridaredistricting.org/


union and may not be finalized until August,' said Jarrett. "The legislature's own lawyer says this will cause
massive voter confusion."

Once the Legislature approves the new maps, they will have to send it on to the State attorney general,
State Supreme Court, and the Department of Justice for approval, which many point out will take up a lot of
time.

There's concern the current timeline will cut it so close that candidates won't know which district they are in
when filing to qualify in June.

"We don't want to see Florida's election process become the target of late night comedy again," pointed out
Jarrett.

Others are also criticizing the statewide input tour as a delay, a process some feel will not put an end to the
gerrymandering that benefited political parties and incumbents in the past.

You may recall, voters approved to end this behavior by passing the the Fair District Amendments 5 and 6 in
November.

One of which is in the midst of a legal battle with some lawmakers claiming to want clarification. The state
House joined in on a lawsuit against the amendment after two Florida Congress members cried foul.

But, Rep. Weatherford says he is standing by the law as it is now, and wants to hear from the people.

"It's impossible to please everyone, but we have legal standards we have to follow."

Even though Florida gained 2.8 million people (18.8 million total) over the last ten years, many districts have
lost people.

In the Bay area, parts of Pinellas is underpopulated while parts of Hillsborough are overpopulated.

"Some areas have had tremendous growth," explained Rep. Weatherford. "My district, for example, which is
House district 61, has 100,000 too many, so it's what they call overpopulation. So as we redraw my seat, I'll
have to find a way to put 100,000 people in someone else's district."

There are a number of ways Floridians can participate in the redistricting process, including drawing up their
own version of what the next ten years should look like.

Florida Redistricting is on Facebook, Twitter, and online.  You can also attend one of the upcoming input
sessions in our area:

Wesley Chapel:  July 26, Tuesday 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. at Wiregrass Ranch High School 

Tampa:  August 29, Monday 4 p.m. - 8 p.m. at Hillsborough County Commission Chambers

Largo:  August 30, Tuesday 8 a.m. - 11 a.m. at the Epi Center at St. Pete College

Sarasota:  August 30, Tuesday 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. at New College, Harry Sudakoff Conference Center

You Might Be Interested In
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Will we still love fair districts when it's over?
Whenever, and wherever, state constitutions are amended at the ballot box, lessons that expand our
appreciation for the separation of powers inevitably ensue. Among the virtues of the process is to
demonstrate the shocking inadequacy of our classroom civics instruction.

In Florida, we have embarked on just such a revelatory experience in the stifling summer of 2011, as
members of the Legislature barnstorm the state in pursuit of — to borrow the activists' term — fair districts.
Because, as it turns out, the simple elegance of what a super-majority of Florida's voters endorsed in
November is, in application, a veneer disguising a massive complication wrapped in probable litigation
shrouded by obfuscation.

Small wonder the overturning of one of the amendments has united otherwise polar opposites from Florida's
congressional delegation — Jacksonville Democrat Corrine Brown and Miami Republican Mario Diaz-Balart
— who fear the effect of No. 5 on congressional districts carved to favor minority candidates.

The unifying fright and disgust exhibited by Brown and Diaz-Balart is only a sliver of the fair districts pie,
however. As is the so-called "listening tour" of legislators who, having already gotten earfuls in North Florida,
will spend this week pitching their tent along the I-4 corridor. Among their stops: 6 p.m. on Tuesday,
Wiregrass Ranch High School, in Speaker-designate Will Weatherford's backyard.

Joining Weatherford from Pasco is Port Richey Republican John Legg, who landed the unenviable job of co-
chairing the House's congressional reapportionment duties, a task that includes adding two districts, to 27
from 25.

Reapportionment is the decennial process of realigning congressional and state legislative (House and
Senate) districts to accommodate population growth and shifts revealed by the U.S. Census. For as long as
Florida has been a state, this realigning has been sausage-making at its absolute finest. Previously, it was a
political process largely accomplished by political people.

* * * * *

This arrangement was perfectly pleasing to certain sectors of Florida's electorate during the 120-odd
years after the post-Civil War Reconstruction era while one political party was dominant, but emerged
repugnant after one round overseen by their rivals. Why this is so remains a mystery.

Nonetheless, the people have spoken. Even though, as with the class-size amendment and the since-
repealed high-speed rail amendment, voters might have been favoring aesthetics over wise governing. I
mean, what sort of knuckle-dragging, mouth-breathing, sloped-forehead troglodyte would oppose fair
districts (or speedy trains sweeping tiny classrooms to beachfront farms to visit free-range piglets)?

What sort of troglodyte, indeed.

We pause to reiterate the time of the Wesley Chapel kickoff — 6 p.m. — for your neighbors who complain
they'd attend workshops and hearings and meetings, if only important government business didn't occur
during regular working hours.

They will want to attend, if only to repeat the question asked of legislators repeatedly at previous stops along
the tour: Where are your maps? There aren't any. Yet. There's a reason for that, and the reason is the
Legislature is seriously lawyered up.

* * * * *

When Destin state Sen. Don Gaetz quoted the amendments for a Panhandle newspaper the other day —
"No line shall be drawn with the intent to either favor or disfavor any incumbent or any political party" — he
added this compelling coda: "Now, draw that first line."

Gaetz has rightly identified the reapportionment corollary to financial negotiations. Just as the first side to
name a number it can live with loses — the car salesman who asks what sort of payment you're looking for
isn't merely trying to be helpful — the first district line laid down becomes litigation's starting point.

It may be frustrating. No, it is frustrating. But it is a frustration designed by 63 percent of Florida's voters. (In

http://www2.tbo.com/news/pasco/2011/jul/24/panewso1-will-we-still-love-fair-districts-when-it-ar-245981/


Pasco, the measures were favored by slightly fewer — about 61 percent — but enough, in any case, to put
them in the state constitution.) Now, we are merely getting an early view of what the necessary super-
majority asked for (and what underappreciated opponents of the amendments warned would happen). And
to paraphrase Al Pacino's blind Lt. Col. Frank Slade, we're just gettin' warmed up.

When the votes were counted and the amendments endorsed in November, Fair Districts advocates' jobs
were only beginning. They're still raising money for the legal fights ahead, as the aforementioned
separations of power work themselves out.

One possible result — districts designed in the closed chambers of an appellate court — might turn us all
into troglodytes.
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Lawmakers hear from Wesley Chapel voters on redistricting
WESLEY CHAPEL - The Legislature brought its redistricting road show to one of the biggest hotbeds of
Florida's growth Tuesday, asking Pasco voters how future political boundaries should look.

The panel of more than 30 lawmakers shed little light on what the new legislative and congressional districts
will look like. They brought maps of current districts, but didn't bring proposals for new maps that people
could critique.

Instead, they largely listened to residents describe their communities and urge lawmakers to follow new
voter-approved restrictions.

"What we need to do is focus the Legislature on implementing the will of the people," said Mike Pheneger,
president of the ACLU of Florida. He was one of more than 200 people who crowded into the gym at
Wiregrass Ranch High School.

The meeting was held in the heart of mushrooming Wesley Chapel, the fastest-growing community in Tampa
Bay's fastest-growing county. Future meetings will be held in Tampa and Largo.

With such explosive growth in some areas, some bay area districts have far too many residents and will have
to shrink.

Consider district held by Rep. Rich Nugent, a Hernando Republican: His district includes much of central and
east Pasco and part of the Villages, the central Florida retirement community. Nugent's district must shed
230,000 people, and the new lines could mean Pasco provides much of the population base for a redrawn
district.

But other districts, especially those in Pinellas, didn't grow as quickly. And Pinellas likely will lose some clout
because of it. New maps also should reflect the growing influence of Hillsborough's eastern suburbs, which
grew much faster than Tampa's urban core.

A theme from several speakers was to respect traditional community distinctions, such as the urban strip of
retirees in west Pasco and the agricultural east Pasco. Many people suggested dividing districts using the
Suncoast Parkway or U.S. 41.

"Pasco County retains two distinct communities," said Ronnie Deese, an executive with the Withlacoochee
River Electric Cooperative. "A small, urban west side and a more rural east side."

Such a move would allow two prominent state Senate candidates to run for separate seats. State Rep. John
Legg of Port Richey and east Pasco egg farmer Wilton Simpson have opened campaigns to replace term-
limited Sen. Mike Fasano.

Several urged lawmakers not to undermine the "Fair Districts" amendments that prohibit lawmakers from
favoring a political party or incumbent and require districts to be compact.

"But, of course, we know this is political. It's inherently political," said John Russell, a liberal activist running a
no-party campaign for Congress.

Added Land O'Lakes High School history teacher Kenny Blankenship, who is also active in the Pasco
teacher's union: "I think it would've been a little more prudent to have some maps drawn and then take public
comment on those maps."

Sen. Don Gaetz, a Panhandle Republican in line to be Senate president in 2013, said such a move would
invite criticism that lawmakers are strong-arming the process. "We think there should be no preconceptions
created by politicians," he said.

Several people also criticized the House joining a federal lawsuit by two minority members of Congress
challenging the new guidelines for congressional districts. The House has $30 million set aside for
redistricting expenses, some of which can be used on that lawsuit.

"My focus can't be on litigation," said House Speaker-designate Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel. "It's got
to be hearing from the people of Florida and drawing maps that are legal."

http://license.icopyright.net/user/viewFreeUse.act?fuid=MTM2MzU3Mjk%3D


Weatherford said he has no idea how courts will rule on the lawsuit and that the new maps will abide by the
state constitution.

>>If you go

Redistricting meetings

Aug. 29: 4-8 p.m., Hillsborough County Commission, 601 E. Kennedy Blvd., Tampa

Aug. 30: 8-11 a.m., Epicenter at St. Pete College, 13805 58th St. N, Largo









capitalsoup.com http://capitalsoup.com/2011/07/28/18452/

Florida Legislature Thanks Central Florida Residents for
Sharing Their Stories
Public participation continues to be the cornerstone of the redistricting tour

Tallahassee, Fla. – The Florida House and Senate wrapped up the Central Florida leg of the public
redistricting meetings today in Melbourne with lawmakers thanking the residents of Central Florida for
sharing the stories of their communities and providing lawmakers with critical input in advance of the 2012
redistricting process. With 14 public meetings now complete, the Florida House and Senate continue to be
dedicated to making this redistricting process the most open and transparent in Florida’s history with public
participation being the cornerstone of the tour.

The Central Florida leg of the statewide tour, which kicked-off in June, traveled to Central Florida this week
and included stops in Lakeland on Monday, July 25, Wauchula and Wesley Chapel on Tuesday, July 26,
Orlando on Wednesday, July 27, and Melbourne on Thursday, July 28.

“The public participation in the redistricting process has been tremendous to this point,” said Representative
Will Weatherford (R-Wesley Chapel), Chair of the House Redistricting Committee. “Not only have we
collected critical input from Floridians at the public redistricting meetings being held across the state, but
countless people have submitted their comments to us via social media, like Facebook, Twitter and
legislative blogs, as well as email. And now, we also have 18 of maps that have been submitted by the public
posted to our website and available for others to comment on and offer their feedback about the submitted
maps.”

Legislators serving on the House and Senate redistricting committees and subcommittees are scheduled to
travel to 26 cities across the state to gather public input on redistricting prior to beginning the work of
drawing new state House, state Senate and congressional district boundaries. The Florida constitution
mandates that the Legislature vote on new maps during the 2012 Legislative Session, which has been
moved to the months of January and February to better accommodate the redistricting timeline.

“The public input that we are taking away from these meetings now will be the foundation for any redistricting
plans drafted by the Florida House and Senate,” said Senator Don Gaetz (R-Destin), Chair of the Senate
Committee on Reapportionment. “I encourage residents who have not gotten involved in the process but who
are concerned about their representation in Tallahassee and Washington D.C. get engaged by coming to
one of the dozen public redistricting meetings that are left or by sending your comments and input directly to
our redistricting committees. This is a historic process that only occurs once every ten years and it’s
essential that we hear from Floridians how they want their communities represented.”

The next round of public redistricting meetings will take place Monday, August 15, to Thursday, August 18,
and will include stops in Stuart, Boca Raton, Davie, Miami, South Miami and Key West.

For a complete listing of the public meetings taking place across the State of Florida or to find more
information on the Redistricting process and how you can get involved, please visit
www.floridaredistricting.org or www.flsenate.gov/redistricting. Meeting video, podcast and transcript archives
from this past week’s meetings will be available at the same websites.

# # #

Contact:
Lyndsey Cruley, (850) 524-5006

http://capitalsoup.com/2011/07/28/18452/
http://www.floridaredistricting.org/
http://www.flsenate.gov/redistricting
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The push is on for political boundaries that make more
sense
Published: Friday, July 29, 2011 at 3:34 p.m.

A drive north along Southwest 34th Street in Gainesville demonstrates the confusing, logistically maddening
effects of some current political boundaries.

Starting out, the east and west sides of Southwest 34th are both in Florida House District 22. Nearing
University Avenue, the east side is in District 22 and the west side in District 23. Crossing over University,
both sides of Northwest 34th Street are now in District 23.

By Northwest 16th Avenue, District 22 is again to the east and District 23 to the west. Then, both sides are in
District 22. A little farther north, things flip-flop, and District 23 is to the east and District 22 is to the west.
Then, from Northwest 39th Avenue to U.S. 441, both sides of Northwest 34th Street are in District 23.

It is enough to make your head spin, Alachua County elections officials say.

"People say I live off 34th Street, what district am I in?" Supervisor of Elections Pam Carpenter said. "We say,
where on 34th Street do you live? It depends."

With the once-a-decade process of redrawing the state's legislative and congressional districts looming,
elections officials in Marion and Alachua counties once again are pushing for less-confusing districts with
lines based on roadways, municipal or county lines and natural boundaries such as rivers.

With Alachua County divided into four Florida House districts and Marion County divided into five House
districts and four Senate districts, there also have been calls to strengthen what is seen as diluted political
influence.

"These fractured districts preclude our ability to speak with one voice as a community," Marion County
Republican Executive Committee Chairman Roy Abshier told legislators during a July 13 redistricting meeting
in Gainesville.

In a show of solidarity, the leadership of Marion County's Republican and Democratic parties have submitted
a joint letter to the Legislature pushing for the county of more than 330,000 to have its own state Senate
district.

That's already the case in the Florida House, where District 24, the seat held by Ocala Republican Dennis
Baxley, lies completely within Marion County.

But there has not been a state senator from Marion County since 1993, when Dunnellon Democrat Karen
Thurman left the Legislature for Congress.

For Alachua County, the last round of redistricting following the 2000 Census did consolidate the political
voice in the Florida Senate. Previously divided between three Senate districts, the whole of the county was
placed in a redrawn District 14 — the seat now held by Cross Creek Republican Steve Oelrich.

That is not the case in the Florida House. Alachua County Chief Deputy Supervisor of Elections Will Boyett
pointed to the small southwest county municipality of Archer to show how the current district lines divide
some communities. The city of Archer is divided between three House districts, including Florida House
District 10, which covers all or parts of 10 counties, stretching to the Panhandle and the state line and slicing
through a small piece of Alachua County.

District 10 Democrat Alan Bembry's main district office is in Madison, approximately 101 miles from Archer
City Hall.

"Their concerns are being cut off from their neighbors and the other rural areas of the county," Boyett said.

Archer has 650 registered voters in District 10; 40 in District 11 and 10 in District 22. That contributes to the
county elections office having to provide five different ballots for the city's voting precinct.

http://www.gainesville.com/article/20110729/ARTICLES/110729472/1002/news?template=printart


Marion County Supervisor of Elections Dee Brown said logistical troubles and confusion would result if the
large retirement communities along the State Road 200 corridor get split up between multiple districts.

"It would be chaos," she said.

The redistricting timeline is a cause of concern for elections officials in Alachua, Marion and across Florida.
The 2012 Legislature plans to move up its 60-day regular session start time to January. Depending on how
long legislators take, the subsequent review of redrawn districts by the Attorney General's Office, the Florida
Supreme Court and then the U.S. Department of Justice could stretch to June 15, 2012. Meanwhile, the
qualifying week for state and local offices runs from June 4-8.

Brown said the typical plea that elections officials make to legislators is to "get it done" so voters and
potential candidates know what district they are in well before the election.

"It would be helpful if they had a different schedule for this so the timeline isn't so tight," Carpenter said.

Contact Christopher Curry at 374-5088 or chris.curry@gvillesun.com
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Florida House of Representatives – House Redistricting
Committee Redistricting Update – August 5, 2011
Location Change for the August 29 Tampa Redistricting Meeting

Due to expected attendance, the location for the August 29th Florida redistricting meeting in Tampa has
changed to: Jefferson High School Auditorium, 4401 Cypress Street, Tampa, Florida 33607. Jefferson High
School has plenty of free parking, close proximity to a bus stop, and more seating than the original downtown
location. We think it will be much more convenient for the public. Persons who pre-registered (RSVP) to
attend/speak at the Tampa meeting will be receiving and email or letter that confirms the change of address.

Public Submissions of Redistricting Maps and Suggestions

Via www.floridaredistricting.org, you can access our Plan Explorer site to view, comment on and share
redistricting suggestions submitted by Florida residents. The site highlights proposed maps for Florida’s
State House, State Senate and congressional districts. Of the 23 maps submitted by Florida residents thus
far, 20 were created with the Florida House’s MyDistrictBuilderTM application. For your convenience, all 23
submissions received thus far are listed below, along with links to written suggestions that were submitted to
the House.

· Plan 0023 – Partial plan for Congress, affecting Orange, Osceola and Polk counties

· Plan 0022 – Partial plan for Congress, affecting Lake, Marion and Sumter counties

· Plan 0021 – Partial plan for Congress, affecting Lake, Marion and Sumter counties

· Plan 0020 – Complete plan for Congress

· Plan 0019 – Complete plan for Congress

· Plan 0018 – Partial plan for the State House, affecting 34 North Florida counties

· Plan 0017 – Partial plan for Congress, affecting Orange, Osceola and Polk counties

· Plan 0016 – Partial plan for the State House, affecting Hernando, Hillsborough, Pasco, Pinellas and Sumter
counties

· Plan 0015 – Partial plan for Congress, affecting Citrus, Lake, Orange and Sumter counties

· Plan 0014 – Partial plan for the State Senate, affecting Citrus, Lake and Sumter counties

· Plan 0013 – Partial plan for the State House, affecting Lake County

· Plan 0012 – Partial plan for the State House, affecting Orange, Seminole and Volusia counties

· Plan 0011 – Partial plan for the State House, affecting Lake County

· Plan 0010 – Partial plan for the State Senate, affecting Citrus, Lake, Orange and Sumter counties

· Plan 0009 – Partial plan for Congress, affecting Lake and Seminole counties

· Plan 0008 – Partial plan for Congress, affecting Lake, Orange and Sumter counties

· Plan 0007 – Complete plan for the State Senate

· Plan 0006 – Complete plan for Congress

· Plan 0005 – Complete plan for Congress
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· Plan 0004 – Complete plan for Congress

· Plan 0003 – Complete plan for Congress

· Plan 0002 – Partial plan for the State House, affecting Brevard and Volusia counties

· Plan 0001 – Complete plan for Congress

· Written suggestions – Congress

· Written suggestions – State House

· Written suggestions – State Senate

Along with the feedback from the Legislature’s 26 public input meetings throughout Florida, these maps and
written suggestions will constitute the starting point for redistricting when legislators return to Tallahassee in
the fall of 2011 for committee meetings.

Upcoming Meetings

The complete Florida redistricting public meeting calendar (attached) can be found by visiting:
http://www.floridaredistricting.org/. The remainder of public input meeting calendar includes meetings at the
following locations:

· Stuart – August 15

· Boca Raton – August 16

· Davie – August 16

· Miami – August 17

· South Miami – August 17

· Key West – August 18

· Tampa – August 29

· Largo – August 30

· Sarasota – August 30

· Naples – August 31

· Lehigh Acres – August 31

· Clewiston – September 1

As always, if you have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact us.

Sincerely,

Benjamin M. Fairbrother
House Redistricting Committee
Florida House of Representatives
400 House Office Building
O: (850) 921-8831

www.floridaredistricting.org
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Florida Redistricting Meetings Invite Citizens' Opinions
Sheryl Young Sheryl Young – Tue Jul 26, 2:55 pm ET

Florida legislators are holding preliminary redistricting meetings open to the public, to get citizens' opinions
before election redistricting is completed.

Meetings in June and early July did not appear to be well-publicized throughout the state. However, the open
meetings continue through August, and many areas of Florida will be visited again. A list of all upcoming
meetings can be found at the Florida Senate website. Citizens who might be interested in attending meetings
during the remainder of this week in Wesley Chapel, Wauchula, Orlando or Melbourne can find immediate
details for place and time at that website.

Why is redistricting done?

There's a general public misconception that election redistricting is the politicians' self-made tool to
guarantee themselves the votes they need to get re-elected. Although redistricting can be abused, it wasn't
invented by modern-day legislators. Election redistricting is mandated to take place following the U.S.
Census every 10 years.

The U.S. Constitution, the Federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, and the Florida Constitution all have guidelines
and requirements for redistricting to guarantee fair citizen representation. In more recent years, there's been
a concentration on making sure minorities have the representation they deserve.

In the 2010 election, Floridians voted on two Amendments which are supposed to outlaw "gerrymandering,"
the process of carving out ridiculously shaped districts that have been suspected of guaranteeing the
election in favor of certain candidates. Amendment 5 and Amendment 6 govern state and federal election
boundaries.

On a televised news report Monday, Democratic Rep. Darryl Rouson of District 55 told Tampa's Bay News 9
anchor Al Reuchel that the new amendments may improve the shape and assignments of districts and
remove political maneuvering from the process.

Reuchel asked Rouson, who is African American, if he thought redistricting should still guarantee minority
representation. Rouson replied at one time he did think so, but now feels we have a more educated voting
population and that people should vote on what they think a candidate's competency and ability to perform
will be, rather than focusing on ethnicity or other political factors.

Participate by attending or submitting your own redistricting map proposal:

Republican Rep. Will Weatherford of District 61 was also interviewed on the newscast. He revealed that in
addition to attending meetings, citizens can submit their own redistricting drawings, justification for how they
drew their maps and other ideas at Florida Redistricting.org or mydistrictbuilder.org. The links give a variety
of ways to get voting citizens' voices heard. Weatherford says Florida's Congress will make the entire
redistricting process as transparent as possible.

Sheryl Young has been freelance writing for newspapers, magazines, organizations and websites since
1997. Her specialties are American politics, education, society and religion. Credits include Community
Columnist for the Tampa Tribune Newspaper, Interview Columnist with Light & Life Magazine, and a National
First Place "Roaring Lambs" Writing Award from the Amy Foundation.
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Redistricting: Here's a primer on congressional and
legislative redistricting
By Aaron Deslatte, Tallahassee Bureau Chief 4:41 p.m. EDT, July 26, 2011

The re-mapping of congressional and legislative districts is the hottest fight politicians will wage over the next
year, and the process can leave you scratching your head.

This year is no exception.

Redistricting can be a process steeped in arcane legal language, political maneuvering, and racial friction --
and can appear to run contrary to common sense. That's been true ofFlorida's redistricting history. And it's
still true today.

Along with 2.8 million more people to apportion into 160 legislative and 27 congressional districts, there are
new constitutional standards attempting to curb gerrymandering. There's a pending legal challenge from
politicians to invalidate those "Fair Districts" standards. Technological advancements are allowing members
of the public to draw their own maps online. Cries that racial minorities might get slighted are starting to
appear. And at the end of the day, future control of the Legislature and congressional majorities are on the
line.

Lawmakers will bring their redistricting tour to the Bob Carr Performing Arts Center in Orlando today. Here
are some basics:

Q: Why haven't lawmakers drawn maps already for the public to see?

A: Though U.S. Census data arrived in April, lawmakers are constitutionally prohibited from voting on new
maps until 2012. So while nothing legally precludes them from drawing maps now, Republican legislators say
they'd rather gather public input first than be accused of hatching redistricting plans behind closed doors
before citizens had any say. Critics complain they are delaying maps until the last moment, when it will be
harder for opponents to challenge them.

Q: Why are lawmakers spending tax dollars to fight the Fair Districts amendments, passed by 63 percent of
the vote last fall?

A: U.S. Reps. Corrine Brown , D-Jacksonville, and Mario Diaz-Balart , R-Miami, are challenging one of the
two "Fair Districts" amendments, Amendment 6, which added new "fairness" standards to congressional
redistricting. Their lawyers argue the state constitutional amendment abridges the power of Congress under
the U.S. Constitution's Elections Clause to regulate the manner in which federal elections are conducted.
Both represent "minority-access" districts -- drawn to include a plurality of black or Hispanic voters. Brown
and Diaz-Balart are privately financing their legal challenge, and Brown has scheduled a Washington D.C.
fundraiser for this morning.

The GOP -controlled Florida House has also joined the lawsuit, its lawyers arguing "the House has a
considerable interest in establishing the unconstitutionality of the amendment."

Defending Fair Districts are the NAACP , Democracia Ahora, the American Civil Liberties Union and the
League of Women Voters of Florida, along with five Democratic legislators.

Since Florida Secretary of State Kurt Browning's office is charged with defending the new standards,
taxpayers are paying for both the House's legal challenge and the state's defense of Amendment 6. The
Florida House has spent $968,229 on redistricting legal expenses since 2009, while Browning's office has
spent $59,724.

Q: Why do Florida's maps look so funky? How out-of-date are they?

A: Florida's maps were drawn to accomplish two interwoven objectives: maintaining majorities for the party in
power, and boosting the number of minority lawmakers elected. Before 1992, African-Americans had no
black or Hispanic members of Congress and few in the Legislature. Then black Democrats joined with then

http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/politics/os-redistrict-factoids-online-version20110726,0,1646570,full.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/entertainment/bob-carr-performing-arts-centre-PLENT000146.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/entertainment/bob-carr-performing-arts-centre-PLENT000146.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/politics/corrine-brown-PEPLT000730.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/politics/corrine-brown-PEPLT000730.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/politics/mario-diaz-balart-PEPLT001669.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/politics/mario-diaz-balart-PEPLT001669.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/politics/parties-movements/republican-party-ORGOV0000004.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/politics/parties-movements/republican-party-ORGOV0000004.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/social-issues/racism/naacp-ORNPR000027.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/social-issues/racism/naacp-ORNPR000027.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/social-issues/american-civil-liberties-union-ORCIG0000034.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/social-issues/american-civil-liberties-union-ORCIG0000034.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/politics/parties-movements/democratic-party-ORGOV0000005.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/politics/parties-movements/democratic-party-ORGOV0000005.topic


minority-party Republicans and Hispanics to force new maps that elected more blacks and Hispanics, while
also diluting Democratic votes in other districts. The maps were widely viewed as a major reason that
Republicans took majority control of the Legislature by 1998.

To critics, Brown's nine-county district, drawn by the courts and snaking through African-American
neighborhoods fromJacksonville to Gainesville , Sanford andOrlando, is Exhibit A in how to gerrymander.

Because Florida added 2.8 million people over the last decade, some districts now have too many people
and others, not enough. Brown's district has 92,997 too few. Lawmakers could shift voters from the districts
of either U.S. Rep. Dan Webster, R-Winter Garden , or John Mica , R-Winter Garden.

Conversely, the district of freshman U.S. Rep. Rich Nugent , R-Brooksville, which stretches into Lake County
, is way too big. It will have to shed some 177,481 people.

Q: Should race and ethnicity be a factor in redistricting?

A: To comply with the 1965 Voting Rights Act, legislators have to consider race and ethnicity, as well as
voting history. In three decades of redistricting litigation since the federal civil-rights legislation, courts have
prohibited what's called "retrogression," or the weakening of the ability of minority groups to elect lawmakers
of their choice.

Legislators defending their 2012 maps will have to demonstrate that the plans will not reduce the number of
minority districts. That will require analyses of both the racial makeup of the new districts, as well as how they
are likely to vote.

Because of past racial discrimination, Florida is a "pre-clearance" state, meaning the changes will have to be
OK'd by either the U.S. Department of Justice or the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia.

Q: Will Fair Districts help Democrats re-take the Florida Legislature ?

A: It's doubtful. Florida Democrats hold an advantage of roughly 600,000 registered voters, but suffer from
organizational and logistical problems. Democrats haven't won the Governor's Office since 1994, and failed
to even field candidates in dozens of legislative races in 2010.

Moreover, recent research that focuses on where voters live -- rather than just on how they vote -- raises
questions about whether the new mandates to redraw the political maps more compactly and without political
bias will produce "fairer" elections.

Last year, researchers from Stanford University and the University of Michigan presented a yearlong study of
where Florida voters live that ran thousands of simulations of Florida elections in computer-drawn
contiguous and compact districts.

Even using maps drawn by nonpolitical algorithms, they found Republicans would still win 59 percent of the
districts. That's basically because more Democratic voters live in concentrated clusters in urban cores, while
Republicans are spread out along the suburban and exurban landscape, they concluded.

Q: When will the process be over?

Lawmakers will hold public hearings through September, then meet in Tallahassee to review public input.
Starting Jan. 10, 2012, the Legislature will convene an earlier-than-usual session to pass the new maps by
March 9.

Attorney General Pam Bondi then will have two weeks to review the legislative maps, and the Florida
Supreme Court has another month. After that, the U.S. Justice Department has 60 days to review them, a
window that could end just before candidate qualifying begins in early June.

The congressional maps go to Gov. Rick Scott , who has 15 days to sign or veto them. Then, the maps go
straight to the feds for a 60-day review.

If either plan is rejected at any stage– or critics successfully sue in court – the delay could cause chaos in
candidate qualifying next summer.

adeslatte@tribune.com , or 850-222-5564.
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City of Weston
Redistricting

is the redrawing of Florida’s political district boundaries for the Florida Legislature and for Congress, every
ten years, to provide for equal representation. Its impact shapes how Florida’s diverse communities are
represented in Tallahassee and Washington, D.C. for the next decade. 

A public Redistricting meeting will be held on Tuesday, Agust 16, 2011 from 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. at
the Broward College Gym, 3501 Southwest Davie Road, Davie, Florida 33312

Everyone is welcome at the public hearings to speak directly to the Senators and
Representatives about redistricting. Persons in need of special accommodations (such as sign
language, translation services or other accommodations) to participate at the meeting should contact the
Florida House of Representatives’ Redistricting Committee at

(850) 488-3928. 

Persons wishing to make a brief presentation (as a 5 or fewer PowerPoint slides or presentation of
redistricting plans created by Floridians) will be accommodated to the best of our ability and the technology
available at the location. It is recommended that such persons also contact the Redistricting Committee at
least 5 business days before the meeting at the number above. 

Please pre-register to speak online at mydistrictbuilder@myfloridahouse.gov. 
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Go fish – Central Florida Political Pulse – Orlando Sentinel
TALLAHASSEE — Democratic state Rep. Scott Randolph last week asked House Speaker Dean
Cannon’s office for detailed billing records of what was being spent to litigate the court fight against Fair
Districts.

He got a response Wednesday — just not a very open and cooperative one.

“Compliance with your public records request would undermine the significant interests of the House in
imminent litigation as well as matters currently pending before the courts,” Cannon’s general counsel,
George Levesque wrote to Randolph on Wednesday. “These records reflect the mental impressions,
conclusions, litigation strategies and legal theories of our outside legal counsel. Release of this information
would most certainly disadvantage the House in pending litigation as well as future imminent litigation that will
undoubtedly follow with the passage of the legislature’s redistricting  and reapportionment plans.”

Levesque’s response is interesting because Randolph, an Orlando lawyer, hadn’t asked for records that
would customarily fall under attorney-client privilege or attorney work-product. Just more detailed billing
records.

Randolph said he was doing so because it was plain to see from the sheer tonnage of court filings that
House lawyers were doing a lot of the legwork in the legal fight against Amendment 6, despite the fact that
two congressional members had actually brought the suit.

“Given the degree to which consolidated joint motions of the plaintiffs and the Florida House of
Representatives are being filed, it is apparent that the Florida House—and thereby, the Florida taxpayers—
are the ones shouldering the cost of this litigation,” Randolph wrote last week. ”As a member of the Florida
House and a caretaker of Florida’s tax dollars, I find it imperative to be able to tell my constituents how their
tax dollars are being used in this litigation.

“Thus, I am asking that the general counsel release to my office a detailed accounting of the legal expenses
thus far incurred. I have seen the monthly summaries that give the total amount billed, but have thus far not
seen the release of detailed billing records. Please consider this a formal request for all public records
related to billing records in this matter. If your office believes any of the records related to billing are not
subject to the open records law, please provide a detailed explanation.” 

We reported here about the House’s ultimate legal strategy for redistricting — which involves preserving the
right to draw so-called “minority access” districts, a move many see as a way to continue shaping
surrounding ones that will predictably elect Republican candidates.

Levesque’s letter goes on to say that “The Speaker agrees that taxpayers should know how their money is
being spent,” and lists the figures available on the state’s Transparency Florida Web site, which now add up
to just over $1 million since 2009 — $114,000 of which was for the current legal work on the federal court
challenge of Amendent 6 (Cannon fought the passage of Amendments 5 and 6 for more than a year).
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Haridopolos shows for redistricting hearing, urges patience,
gets called out – Central Florida Political Pulse – Orlando
Sentinel
VIERA — Senate President Mike Haridopolos on Thursday urged a hometown crowd to have realistic
expectations when lawmakers re-draw political maps next year, saying “even if you draw a perfect square or
perfect circle” people in the same neighborhood will be split up somewhere.

“We’re making this the most open and transparent process in state history,” Haridopolos told a crowd of
about 270 people, gathered in at the Brevard County government center building for one of 26 redistricting
hearings lawmakers are hosting this summer.

Attendees thus far have been generally critical that lawmakers are not producing new congressional and
legislative maps before the hearings, and that the Florida House has joined in a legal challenge of the new
Fair Districts congressional standards.

But the president himself was also a target Thursday.

Brevard is bedrock GOP turf politically, but it also passed the Fair Districts amendments by the same 63
percent margin as the state overall. And its congressional and legislative districts are ripe for re-alignment.
Republican U.S. Rep. Bill Posey’s 15th congressional district — which includes much of Osceola County as
well as south Brevard, along with the county’s northern coastline – has 117,225 too many voters to meet the
new population requirement set by the 2010 federal Census. U.S. Rep. Sandy Adams’ 24th district taking in
northern Brevard, along with parts of Volusia, Seminole and Orange counties, has 102,000 too many people.
 

Haridopolos, a Merritt Island Republican who dropped out of the U.S. Senate race last week, was once
rumored to be considering a bid for a newly drawn congressional seat in 2012, but tried to nip that rumor last
week when he said he wouldn’t run for any public office next year.

Nonetheless, he was still mocked in his home county by one speaker over his $152,000 book deal with
Brevard Community College, and others called the committee’s work a “sham.”

“On the surface this thing is transparent, but behind the glass you’ve given us no substance,” said Joe
Pishgar with the Space Coast Progressive Alliance.

David Kearns called the hearings an act of “bad faith” and likened incumbent politicians to a junta
government unwilling to give up power. He then called Gov. Rick Scott to a “junta installed by the Koch
brothers” who is “taking over public education.” Before law enforcement could escort him away from the
microphone, he complained Haridopolos had been paid “for a book no one wants to read.”

Haridopolos — standing about ten feet away — didn’t seem to flinch much.

Minutes later, Peter Fusscas of Melbourne Beach took to his defense. “Sounds like sour grapes,” he said.
“They want to be the new junta.”
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Hearing in Fair Districts lawsuit delayed until Sept. 9 –
Central Florida Political Pulse – Orlando Sentinel
TALLAHASSEE — A federal judge in Miami has pushed back a hearing originally slated for this Friday in the
Fair Districts legal challenge brought by U.S. Reps. Corrine Brown, D-Jacksonville, and Mario Diaz-Balart,
R-Miami.

The two lawmakers are challenging Amendment 6, passed by 63 percent of voters last November to add new
standards for “fairness” to congressional redistricting slated for next year. Their lawyers argue the state
constitutional amendment abridges Congress’s power to regulate elections. The Florida House has also
joined the lawsuit, arguing against Amendment 6, and several House Democrats have joined the legal
defense of the act, led by Fair Districts Now and other voting-rights groups.

Last Friday, U.S. District Judge Ursula Ungaro re-set the hearing for 10 a.m. Sept. 9 in Miami. More on the
subject here.
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Legislature will vote early on new maps – Central Florida
Political Pulse – Orlando Sentinel
Senate Redistricting Chairman Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, said at today’s meeting in Orlando that lawmakers
planned to vote early in the session next January on the new (so-far unmapped) legislative and
congressional districts.

Committee votes could happen as soon as this fall, although that decision hasn’t been made. Florida’s
Constitution prohibits passing new redistricting plans prior to the start of the 2012 session, which lawmakers
have moved up by two months to handle the once-a-decade process.

Starting Jan. 10, 2012, the Legislature will convene an earlier-than-usual lawmaking session to pass the new
maps by March 9.

But Gaetz and House Redistricting Chairman Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, said the game plan
was to get the maps passed as early in the session as possible, to avoid potential political chaos closer to
candidate qualifying.

“As soon as we possibly can, we want to take the votes on the maps,” Weatherford said. “We’re very
sensitive to the very tight timeframe that we’re living in here. But that being said, you can’t vote on the maps
until you’ve properly vetted them … That takes a little bit of time.”

After they pass, Attorney General Pam Bondi will have two weeks to review the legislative maps, and then
the Florida Supreme Court has another month to scrutinize them.  After that, the U.S. Justice Department
has 60 days to review them, a window that could end just before candidate qualifying begins in early June.

The congressional maps go straight to Gov. Rick Scott, who has 15 days to sign or veto them.  After the
governor’s review, the maps bypass Florida courts and go straight to the feds for a 60-day review.

If either plan gets rejected at any stage of this process – or critics successfully sue in court – the delay could
cause chaos in candidate qualifying next summer.
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Show me the legal fees for redistricting – Central Florida
Political Pulse – Orlando Sentinel
When the Legislature’s redistricting committee heard public testimony at the Bob Carr Center in Orlando
Wednesday, one local lawmaker was notable by his absence: House Speaker Dean Cannon, R-Winter
Park. Cannon’s spokeswoman had said he stayed away so he wouldn’t be a “distraction,” but that didn’t stop
a number of speakers from blasting Cannon for ordering House attorneys to intervene in a federal lawsuit
against the Fair District amendment  setting standards for congressionl redistricting.

So today, Rep. Scott Randolph, the Orlando Democrat who last session was termed “least effective” by the
Speaker, wrote Cannon a letter asking for an itemized accounting of everything the House has spent on
lawyers for redistricting litigation.

“As a member of the Florida House and a caretaker of Florida’s tax dollars, I find it imperative to be able to
tell my constituents how their tax dollars are being used in this litigation,” he wrote.

Earlier this week, Tallahassee Bureau Chief Aaron Deslatte reported that the House has spent $968,229 on
redistricting legal expenses since 2009, while the office of Secretary of State Kurt Browning has spent
$59,724 defending against the challenge to Amendment 6, filed by U.S. Reps. Corrine Brown, D-
Jacksonville, and Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Miami.

Deslatte has also reported that the House has $30 million in a reserve account and expects to spend much
of it on redistricting litigation and other costs.

Read Randolph’s letter below:

July 28, 2011

The Honorable Dean Cannon, Speaker

Florida House of Representatives

420 The Capitol

402 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300

Dear Speaker Cannon and/or House Counsel,

As a member of the Florida House, I would like to be kept fully informed of any litigation involving this body in

regards to Amendments 5 & 6, in particular, the federal litigation of Diaz-Balart vs. Browning, in the U.S.
District Court,

Southern District of Florida (Case No. 10-CV-23968), of which the Florida House of Representatives is
named as a Plaintiff-

Intervenor.

Given the degree to which consolidated joint motions of the plaintiffs and the Florida House of
Representatives are

being filed, it is apparent that the Florida House—and thereby, the Florida taxpayers—are the ones
shouldering the cost of this

litigation. As a member of the Florida House and a caretaker of Florida’s tax dollars, I find it imperative to be
able to tell my

constituents how their tax dollars are being used in this litigation.

Thus, I am asking that the general counsel release to my office a detailed accounting of the legal expenses
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thus far

incurred. I have seen the monthly summaries that give the total amount billed, but have thus far not seen the
release of detailed

billing records. Please consider this a formal request for all public records related to billing records in this
matter.

If your office believes any of the records related to billing are not subject to the open records law, please
provide a

detailed explanation.

In addition, even if your office believes that it is not required to release all such billing records under the
open records

law, I ask that your office consider going beyond the minimum requirements of the law, and instead provide
the records as an

acknowledgment of the importance of transparency while spending taxpayer dollars.

Sincerely,

Scott A. Randolph

State Representative, District 36

Florida House of Representatives
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Taxpayers deserve full & detailed accounting of Fair Districts
legal bills … so turn ‘em over – Taking Names the Blog –
Orlando Sentinel
State Rep. Scott Randolph has read a lot in the media and this newspaper about how
House Speaker Dean Cannondecided to use public money to try to overturn the public’s
vote for Fair Districts.

But he has heard very few specifics from the House itself – even though he’s a member.

So Randolph has decided to get them … one way or another.

Late last week, Randolph, D-Orlando, sent a public-records request to Cannon, R-Winter
Park, asking for “detailed accounting” for how the taxpayers’ money is being spent.

Good for him. And shame on Cannon and the House for not making it more readily
available to the taxpayers in the first place.

Until now, the most public information came  from nonspecific public records that I first
shared with readers in Sentinel columns earlier this year. They were generic invoices
from firms like Cannon’s former employer, GrayRobinson, which received the bulk of
the taxpayer’s money for this legal fight. ($100,000 in one month … $70,000 in
another … and rarely with any explanation more specific than “Re: Redistricting 2012
cycle.”)

Such generic info isn’t good enough — not with the public’s money (and will) at stake. Randolph agrees,
telling Cannon in his public-records request: “… I find it imperative to be able to tell my constituents how their
tax dollars are being used in this litigation.”

Randolph’s request went on to say: “I have seen the monthly summaries that give the total amount billed, but
have thus far not seen the release of detailed billing records. Please consider this a formal request for all
public records related to billing records in this matter.”

Contacted earlier today, Randolph said the request was simply a matter of accountability, adding: “I’d also
like to ensure that we are not getting overbilled as taxpayers.”

You can read the full records request here: RecordsRequest.
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Cannon gets criticized at hometown redistricting hearing –
Central Florida Political Pulse – Orlando Sentinel
House Speaker Dean Cannon, the Winter Park Republican who ordered his chamber to join a lawsuit
challenging the Fair Districts reforms, took some flak at Wednesday night’s legislative road show. And he
wasn’t even there.

Cannon’s spokeswoman has told the Orlando Sentinel that’s because he wants to respect the will of the
voters and not be a distraction.

But his move to keep litigating the matter has drawn harsh words from a few citizens. Lawmakers this
summer have tried to fend off criticism for claiming they would follow the redistricting reforms while also
litigating the federal court challenge with taxpayer money.

One speaker Wednesday said he was disappointed Cannon “didn’t have the guts to show up” for the
hearing to explain himself.

Orange County League of Women Voters President Charley Williams, who lives in Cannon’s district, also
said he was disappointed the speaker wasn’t present. He also read from court filings the House’s outside
counsel, GrayRobinson, had filed stating the Legislature had a “substantial interest” in invalidating
Amendment 6.

“This is not acceptable. This must stop. Let’s move forward.”

More from the Orlando hearing here.
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Public hearing on Florida redistricting plans; opportunity to
submit maps
The 2011 redistricting effort will provide for extensive public participation, including public workshops, public
hearings, and a process for members of the public to submit maps for Commission consideration.

Public Workshops

A series of workshops will be held at various locations around the County to inform the public about the
process and requirements for completing the new County Commission district map. Five workshops have
been scheduled:

September 12, 2011 from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.
African American Research Library & Cultural Center
Library Auditorium
2650 Sistrunk Boulevard
Fort Lauderdale, FL  33311

September 19, 2011 from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.
North Regional Library
Library Auditorium, Room 154
1100 Coconut Creek Boulevard
Coconut Creek, FL   33066

September 26, 2011 from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Tree Tops Park
Oak Auditorium
3900 S.W. 100 Avenue
Davie, FL   33328

September 29, 2011 from 2:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Government Center West
Hearing Room
1 University Drive
Plantation, FL  33324

October 3, 2011 from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.
West Lake Park – Anne Kolb Nature Center
Mangrove Hall
751 Sheridan Street
Hollywood, FL  33019

Public Hearings

The County Commission will hold two public hearings, in October and early November of 2011.

Public Submissions of Maps

The State of Florida is developing Web-based software, called “MyDistrictBuilder,” which the public can
access for free to draw Federal congressional and State legislative maps that they want to submit for
consideration. This software is expected to be fully operational in July 2011, and can also be used to draw
custom maps for Broward County Commission districts.

Once the software is available, staff from Broward County Planning and Redevelopment Division will be
available to help train members of the public on the use of the software and the process for submitting maps.

Paper maps will also be available, with voter precincts and current Commission district boundaries noted, for
members of the public interested in drawing maps by hand.

Planning and Redevelopment Division staff will review all maps submitted by members of the public to ensure
consistency with the Broward County Charter and Fair Districting Standards, and submit maps meeting those
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standards to the County Commission for consideration.

All maps submitted for consideration by the County Commission will be posted to this Web site.

No related posts.

Short URL: http://browardnetonline.com/?p=11339
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Battle lines drawn in Florida remap
Rep. Corrine Brown enjoys one of the most airtight districts in Florida: a thin, nine-county snake whose
constituents have sent her to Washington for nearly two decades.

So it’s little surprise the Democrat is fighting a new, so-called fair districts state law that threatens to slice and
dice her district beyond recognition.

“Without a doubt, if fair districts were enforced, that district would be chopped up. It would not exist,” said Jim
Kitchens, an Orlando-area Democratic pollster.

“It’s the absolute poster child for bad lines,” said Bert Ralston, a GOP strategist in Jacksonville.

Amendments to the state constitution, enacted by voter referendum last November, prohibit the partisan,
incumbent-protecting drawing of district lines that have long been the norm. Districts are supposed to be
compact and contiguous wherever possible. That makes Brown’s 3rd Congressional District — originally
drawn after the 1990 census to include black areas along the St. Johns River with the express purpose of
creating a majority-minority district — a prime target to be scrapped and redone.

But before lawmakers even begin to draw new lines, Brown is going on the offensive. She held a Washington
fundraiser last week to help pay for the lawsuit that she and Republican Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart filed against
the amendments immediately after their passage. A hearing in that lawsuit — which seeks to strike down the
new laws — was recently delayed until next month. Brown spoke at a public redistricting meeting in
Jacksonville last month to rally constituents to her side. And behind the scenes, her supporters are trying to
build the argument that the new laws violate the Voting Rights Act, which protects minority representation in
Congress.

“Under our U.S. Constitution, only Congress has the authority to restrict state Legislatures in how they draw
congressional districts,” Stephen Cody, Brown’s lawyer, told POLITICO. “The voters can’t adopt an
amendment which excludes the state Legislature from the process. Regardless of whether it’s a good idea or
bad idea politically, it’s an unconstitutional idea.”

Ultimately, the courts will be the arbiters of how to balance state and federal law, and a final resolution could
be months away. In the meantime, Brown is in the unsavory position of contesting what were envisioned as
good-government reforms, a fight that has her on the opposite side of ostensible allies like the American
Civil Liberties Union and the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.

“It’s a fringe lawsuit, and a fringe argument,” said Dan Gelber, a former Democratic state senator who is now
general counsel for the group Fair Districts Now, which pushed for passage of the amendments. “Basically,
what they’re saying is the people of Florida cannot amend their own constitution to provide guidance to the
Legislature in its job of drafting districts. Under that theory, the Legislature is really a super-democratic body
that is not responsible to the citizens or the state constitution.

“Incumbents wanting to draw their own districts are the driving force behind this lawsuit,” Gelber said.

But Cody denied that Brown’s political self-interest is playing a role in the litigation, though he acknowledged
that maintaining a strong minority district is “important to her.”

“I think that Rep. Brown has enough of a track record in Congress so that she doesn’t have to worry about
the kind of district that’s drawn,” he said.

Republicans and even many Democrats disagree and are predicting that any significant changes to Brown’s
district could imperil her job in Washington. Though Florida is set to gain two seats in reapportionment, those
gains aren’t likely to affect Jacksonville, where Brown lives and where Republican Reps. Ander Crenshaw
and Cliff Stearns already have strong footholds.

But almost no one thinks Brown will end up with a district to her liking, especially in the northeast region of
the state, where Democrats are sparse.

“She’s already got all the black areas of all the counties she touches,” said Brian Graham, a veteran GOP
strategist in the state. “If she picks up any other territory in these counties, she’s picking up white,
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conservative voters, most likely Republicans. And even if they’re not Republicans, they’re going to be
conservative Dixiecrats who won’t vote for her.”

“I’m not sure there are enough Democrats compacted enough in areas of northeast Florida to even make a
Democratic-leaning district,” said one longtime area Democratic operative.

Regardless, it will be months before Brown — or anyone else in Florida — knows for sure in what district
they’re running. Republicans control the process, but new maps aren’t expected until next year’s spring
legislative session. And further court challenges to any eventual plan are widely expected.

That raises the stakes for Brown to rev up a political machine that has rarely had to run a competitive race.
She had less than $50,000 in her campaign account at the end of June.

“This is uncharted territory,” said Steve Schale, the Democratic strategist who led Barack Obama’s 2008
campaign in Florida. “The odds are pretty good that her district and districts like it that bridge multiple major
towns and [media] markets will probably become more centered in one or the other.”

“Even if we succeed,” Cody said, “there’s no guarantee that the Legislature will come back and draw a
district that favors Rep. Brown.”
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State Rep. Randolph requests accounting info on anti-Fair
Districts lawsuit
State Rep. Scott Randolph, D-Orlando, yesterday wrote to Florida House Speaker Dean Cannon, R-Winter
Park, requesting a “detailed accounting” of all legal expenses the House has incurred since joining the
lawsuit seeking to block one of the two “Fair Districts” amendments from taking effect. #

In moving to join the lawsuit originally filed by U.S. Reps. Corrine Brown, D-Jacksonville, and Mario Diaz-
Balart, R-Miami, lawyers for the Florida House wrote that “[t]he House has a considerable interest in
establishing the unconstitutionality” of Amendment 6. That amendment, approved by 63 percent of Florida
voters last year, aims to limit the state Legislature’s power to draw congressional districts that favor a
particular party or candidate. #

Since then, legislative leaders have faced tough criticism over spending taxpayer dollars to block a taxpayer-
approved initiative. In examining a host of claims over the money, PolitiFact confirmed that “tax dollars are
being used for the suit.” #

“Given the degree to which consolidated joint motions of the plaintiffs and the Florida House of
Representatives are being filed, it is apparent that the Florida House—and thereby, the Florida taxpayers—
are the ones shouldering the cost of this litigation,” Randolph writes. “As a member of the Florida House and
a caretaker of Florida’s tax dollars, I find it imperative to be able to tell my constituents how their tax dollars
are being used in this litigation. Thus, I am asking that the general counsel release to my office a detailed
accounting of the legal expenses thus far incurred.” #

Read Randolph’s letter in full: #

July 28, 2011 #

The Honorable Dean Cannon, Speaker
Florida House of Representatives
420 The Capitol
402 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300 #

Dear Speaker Cannon and/or House Counsel, #

As a member of the Florida House, I would like to be kept fully informed of any litigation
involving this body in regards to Amendments 5 & 6, in particular, the federal litigation of Diaz-
Balart vs. Browning, in the U.S. District Court, Southern District of Florida (Case No. 10-CV-
23968), of which the Florida House of Representatives is named as a Plaintiff-Intervenor. #

Given the degree to which consolidated joint motions of the plaintiffs and the Florida House of
Representatives are being filed, it is apparent that the Florida House—and thereby, the
Florida taxpayers—are the ones shouldering the cost of this litigation. As a member of the
Florida House and a caretaker of Florida’s tax dollars, I find it imperative to be able to tell
my constituents how their tax dollars are being used in this litigation. #

Thus, I am asking that the general counsel release to my office a detailed accounting of the
legal expenses thus far incurred. I have seen the monthly summaries that give the total
amount billed, but have thus far not seen the release of detailed billing records. Please
consider this a formal request for all public records related to billing records in this matter. If
your office believes any of the records related to billing are not subject to the open records
law, please provide a detailed explanation. #

In addition, even if your office believes that it is not required to release all such billing records
under the open records law, I ask that your office consider going beyond the minimum
requirements of the law, and instead provide the records as an acknowledgment of the
importance of transparency while spending taxpayer dollars. #
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Sincerely, #

Scott A. Randolph
State Representative, District 36
Florida House of Representatives #

#
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Lead letter: Hearings were all show, little substance
On July 11, several leading members of the Florida Legislature were in Jacksonville for one of 26 public
"hearings" on how the redistricting process will impact our community.

What was promised was "the most open, transparent, interactive process of public engagement around
redistricting anywhere in America."

What was delivered instead was a hearing with no real substance because there were no legislatively drawn
boundary maps or proposals to review.

Last year, Florida voters overwhelmingly approved (by almost 63 percent) amendments to the state
Constitution that require the drawing of district lines that do not favor any incumbent or any one political
party - ending our state's shameful system of gerrymandering for political advantage.

Yet, legislators continue to fight the voter-approved amendments - using taxpayer's dollars on costly
litigation to overturn the will of the people.

What are they hiding from us, and why are they undermining the clear will of the voters?

The hearing I attended at Florida State College at Jacksonville seemed like nothing more than a contrived
opportunity for political theater, designed to make us think that our voices matter.

There was no response from legislators to any of the comments from those who took the time to attend to
make comments and offer suggestions.

Instead of reinventing the wheel every 10 years, we need a set of guiding principles that will allow the
process to be fair and consistent.

The Fair Districts Amendments approved by the voters provide those principles.

The amendments were designed to ensure that people of all races and ethnicities are fairly represented in
our state and that everyone has the opportunity to make a difference by voting or running for office.

Florida legislators had a chance to seek meaningful input from people in the Jacksonville communities who
care about the integrity of our electoral process.

But until legislators show us that they are serious about developing guiding principles that are enduring and
instill integrity in the process, we will be kept in the dark.

We deserve better.
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Redistricting Meeting Provides Political Theatre; Lacks
Substance
by Jacksonville Ledger

On July 11, members of the Florida Legislature were in Jacksonville for one of 26 public
“hearings” on how the redistricting process will impact our community.  What was
promised was “the most open, transparent, interactive process of public engagement
around redistricting anywhere in America.”  What was delivered instead was a hearing
with no real substance because there were no legislatively drawn boundary maps or
proposals to review. If the legislators really wanted comments from the people, they
should have given us something on which to make comments.

Last year, Florida voters overwhelmingly approved (by almost 63%) Fair Districts
Amendments requiring the drawing of district lines that do not favor any incumbent or any
one political party—ending our state’s shameful system of gerrymandering. Yet,
legislators continue to fight the voter approved amendments – using taxpayer’s dollars on
costly litigation to overturn the will of the people.  What are they hiding from us, and why are they
undermining the clear will of the voters?

The hearing I attended at Florida State College seemed like nothing more than a contrived opportunity for
political theater, designed to make us think that our voices matter. There was no response from legislators to
any of the comments from those who took the time to attend to make comments and offer suggestions.

Instead of reinventing the wheel every ten years, we need a set of guiding principles that will allow the
process to be fair and consistent.  The Fair Districts Amendments provide those principles. The amendments
were designed to ensure that people of all races and ethnicities are fairly represented in our state, and that
everyone has the opportunity to make a difference by voting and/or running for office.

Florida legislators had a chance  to seek meaningful input from people in the Jacksonville communities who
care about the integrity of our electoral process.   But until legislators show us that they are serious about
developing guiding principles that are enduring and instills integrity in the process, we will be kept in the
dark.

 We deserve better!

Dr. Susan Ruffin, President, Jacksonville Chapter
National Congress of Black Women Inc.

©2011 Jacksonville Ledger Omnimedia Corporation, All rights reserved.
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Redistricting meeting in Orlando draws raucous crowd -
Florida
By BRANDON LARRABEE

ORLANDO -- Lawmakers who took their traveling redistricting show to Orlando on Wednesday got a strong
introduction to the racial politics that could shape the battles over congressional and legislative districts in
Central Florida.

At a pair of raucous and sometimes contentious hearings at the Mayor Bob Carr Performing Arts Centre in
downtown Orlando, the House and Senate panels charged with overseeing the once-a-decade redistricting
process heard pleas from both the black community and the growing Latino community on how the new
districts should look.

From Latinos, who made up much of Central Florida’s population growth since the 2000 Census, the request
was for a district that would be heavily influenced by Hispanic voters as an acknowledgment of the influx of
non-Cuban Latinos. Blacks asked for a district that would continue in the mold of the seat held by U.S. Rep.
Corrine Brown, D-Fla., who won her seat in a heavily black district after changes forced by the Voting Rights
Act.

LatinoJustice PRLDEF, an organization that has been working with Latino community leaders in the area on
redistricting, presented a map of a Central Florida district that would be 46.2 percent Hispanic and 12.3
percent black. It would run from Haines City to Union Park.

"While the proposal is not a majority district, it is a strong, Hispanic plurality district where Hispanic voters will
have a clear say in influencing the eventual candidate," said Juan Caragena, president and general counsel
of LatinoJustice, in a prepared statement.

But black residents urged lawmakers not to unwind Brown’s district, particularly in light of the new Fair
Districts standards, which are aimed at curbing partisan gerrymandering and forcing lawmakers to draw
compact districts. While Brown’s winding district has drawn attention in the past for its wandering path from
Jacksonville to Orlando, the authors of the Fair Districts proposal approved by voters last November say it
would not require lawmakers to dismantle the 3rd District.

"By changing the policy and framing that are already provided in Article 3 of the Florida constitution, we are
definitely diluting the collective strength of African-Americans in our government process," said the Rev.
Robert Spooney, president of the African-American Chamber of Commerce of Central Florida. "Don’t allow
Florida’s redistricting to destroy the minority vote."

Alex Holmes McKay, a former staffer for a California congresswoman who recently moved to Florida, said it
was important for black voters to preserve the district and its long-serving representative.

"We cannot afford to lose knowledgeable and seasoned leadership in these very difficult times for this key
constituency in Orlando," she said.

Playing off of complaints that the committee hasn’t produced a map, former NAACP head Benjamin Chavis
said: "There is a map. The current map. That’s where you should start. ... Any change to the current map
should build on the progress, not retrogress on the progress."

Leaders of the Latino community stressed that they don’t want a battle with the black community. According
to LatinoJustice, its map would take just 3 percent of Brown’s current voters. And Brown’s district is likely to
change in any case, given that its population is now too small to support a district.

"What we don’t want is to be placed ... in a position of minority vs, minority," said former Republican state
Rep. Tony Suarez. "We would like to see that there is a district that represents an African-American
community and a district that represents a Hispanic community."

Senate Reapportionment Committee Chairman Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, said the boom in Central Florida’s
population means it would likely gain one and possibly both of Florida’s new congressional seats. But he
wouldn’t make any guarantees on the ethnic composition of new districts.
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"We can’t create a seat just because there is a community of interest that wants it," Gaetz said. "There has
to be demographic equity. It’s certainly possible that a seat could be created that would be Latino primarily or
African-American primary, but it will be a matter of arithmetic as to whether or not a Latino seat and an
African-American seat could be created."

But Peter Lee lashed out at the discussions, saying he was disgusted with the focus on the racial dimensions
of redistricting.” For those of you who want to make this about identity politics, you should be ashamed of
yourselves," he said. Lee’s wife, East Side Tea Party director Kelli McNair-Lee, also lambasted the
consideration of race and said other factors were more important.” I don’t want it to be a racial thing," she
said. "I want it to be a contiguous area thing."
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Guest Essay: Rep. Kathleen Passidomo...The other side to
the redistricting story : Naples Daily News
Staff Reports

Tuesday, July 26, 2011

By Rep. Kathleen Passidomo

R-Naples

Florida House District 76

I am writing in response to the guest essay on Florida’s redistricting process by the respective presidents of
the League of Women Voters of Florida and of Collier County.

As a former member of the League of Women Voters of Collier County and a current member of the Florida
House of Representatives’ Congressional Redistricting Subcommittee, I am disappointed by the league’s
statements and I feel compelled to set the record straight.

The Florida Redistricting Committee researched the redistricting process of every other state in the country,
and I can honestly say the Florida Legislature’s engagement of its citizenry in the once-a-decade process of
redistricting our legislative and congressional boundaries is more open and transparent than in any other
state.

For example, this summer the Legislature is hosting 26 meetings throughout Florida, including one in Naples
on Aug. 31, to take public input. The Legislature has also made its redistricting software and data available
online to the public via www.floridaredistricting.org. Furthermore, the Legislature is using an unprecedented
level of social media to give Floridians an opportunity to participate throughout the redistricting process.

The bottom line is that the Legislature is offering Floridians the opportunity to start the redistricting
conversation without any preconceived notions on the table, yet the league continues to berate the
Legislature for not providing maps of the proposed districts before hearing from the public.

This position is perplexing because 10 years ago the league proposed legislative and congressional maps
for consideration prior to the time that the maps were drawn by the Legislature. In fact, for more than 30
years the league has campaigned for many of the redistricting standards recently adopted by Florida voters
in November 2010, Amendments 5 and 6. Yet just last month, the league’s first vice president, Pamela
Goodman, emailed the chairman of our House Redistricting Committee to say that, "I want to make it very
clear that NO local league, or the Florida State League, is currently planning on developing any redistricting
maps."

So after 30 years of campaigning and drawing maps during the previous redistricting, suddenly the league’s
leadership has issued what appears to be a "gag" order on its members from offering specific suggestions in
this redistricting.

For years I have greatly respected the mission of the league, encouraging "informed and active participation
in government." That is why I am troubled by the league’s recent comments that its members will not fully
participate this time.

I am also disappointed in the league’s comments because I can now say with confidence that we need the
direct input of Florida’s many diverse communities. Recently I attended redistricting meetings in Northeast,
North Central and the Panhandle of Florida. We heard from hundreds of Floridians who supported Florida’s
new redistricting legal standards. Yet, from one meeting to the next we also heard how different communities
believe those standards should apply to their communities.

It would have been nothing short of pure arrogance to have arrived at those communities with maps in hand
before hearing from the citizens in those communities. Interestingly enough, this very point was agreed to by
the framers of Amendments 5 and 6. In 2009, a principal author of Amendments 5 and 6, Jon Mills, wrote that
the intent of the new redistricting standards is for the public to "have the opportunity to comment before and
after the Legislature draws the initial maps." In 2010, the chairperson for FloridaFairDistricts.org, Ellen
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Freidin, told a joint legislative committee that it would be impossible to draw "compliant" or "appropriate"
maps until after the Legislature has first heard from the public.

As a citizen legislator, my basic goal with this issue and any other is to represent the voice of my
constituents. With the issue of redistricting, opportunities for citizens to guide their legislators’ decisions only
come once a decade. To date, I can report that we are in receipt of 12 proposed maps from Florida
residents, an additional 68 proposals in writing and we have heard the testimony of approximately 470
Floridians from the first nine of our 26 public hearings.

I am proud that the state of Florida is taking the lead on offering its citizens the opportunity to make a real
difference in deciding how they wish their districts to be drawn.

Going forward, I hope that the League of Women Voters and all other groups who are interested in this very
important process will join with the Legislature and the citizens of the state of Florida to draw our new districts
in accordance with the standards and principals of our representative democracy.
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Early 2012 legislative session catches some local leaders by
surprise » Naples Daily News
■ Collier County’s legislative delegation holds a day-long meeting Aug. 18.

■ Collier commissioners set their legislative priorities this past week.

■ Collier School Board members are to set theirs Tuesday, Aug. 2.

■ Naples city leaders plan to talk about priorities in August.

■ Bonita Springs City Council will discuss its legislative priorities on Wednesday, Aug. 3.

■ Lee commissioners will discuss their priorities Sept. 5.

NAPLES — They need to set their priorities, and they need to do it fast.

The 2012 Florida legislative session is scheduled to begin in January, two months sooner than normal,
because lawmakers need to work through state and federal redistricting. That earlier-than-usual start time
means local governments are having to hustle to come up with legislative priorities before their local
representatives head back to Tallahassee.

“We are very concerned,” Bonita Springs City Manager Carl Schwing said. “I will tell you the time table is so
compressed. It doesn’t give municipalities and other entities time to vet these things through … to make sure
we’re on the same page.”

Schwing said the Bonita Springs City Council will discuss legislative priorities at this week’s council meeting
on Wednesday. Council members were asked earlier this summer to rank their priorities in hopes of coming
up with a unified plan going forward.

Bonita Springs isn’t the only local government that is in the process of formulating its legislative priorities.
Lee Assistant County Manager Holly Schwartz said legislative priorities will be on commissioners’ plate come
September. Naples City Manager Bill Moss said no formal presentation about priorities has been planned.

Collier County government, however, already has set its priorities and a legislative delegation meeting has
been on the books for several months.

Commissioners last week approved a hodgepodge of priorities that ranged from economic development
incentives to private recreational cabins, commonly known as hunting cabins, in preserves.

The approval comes one month before Collier County officials are poised to meet with their local legislative
delegation.

Matt Hudson

“It’s something that everyone knew about,” Naples Rep. Matt Hudson said.
“There shouldn’t have been any particular surprise. Everyone knew well in
advance.”

Rep. Matt Hudson, R-Naples, said he announced the date of the Collier
legislative delegation meeting shortly after the 2011 session ended. He said
that announcement — paired with notice earlier this year that the 2012 session
would be earlier than normal — should have given local governments plenty of
time to prepare.

“It’s something that everyone knew about,” Hudson said. “There shouldn’t have
been any particular surprise. Everyone knew well in advance.”

They may have known months ago, but Schwartz said Collier County is one of
only about a handful of counties that has been meeting with delegates so far.
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Naples’ priorities will be discussed during the August legislative delegation meeting, and Moss said the city
plans to continue to push for pension reform.

Moss said having to address legislative priorities in August instead of November puts a strain on local
governments.

“November is much better for us,” he said. “By that time we have had a chance to interact with other officials
... and the Florida League of Cities. It’s just catching us by surprise.”

And while local governments often depend on member-driven organizations like the Florida League of Cities
for legislative guidance, those organizations don’t have a system that easily allows them to adjust the
legislative schedule.

State Rep. Kathleen Passidomo, R-Naples

“I pretty much know what their thoughts are ... They don’t wait for a once-a-year
legislative delegation meeting," Naples Rep. Kathleen Passidomo said.

“We still have the old schedule in place,” said Scott Dudley, associate director
of legislative affairs at the Florida League of Cities. “We’re not going to have
our policy developed until November. That’s just a function of the way our
process is. It’s hard to make this change.”

Legislators already will have two months of committee meetings under their belt
by the time the Florida League of Cities releases its 2012 priorities.

“There’s not going to be any lead-up,” Dudley said. “We’re going to be shot out
of a cannon and just go.”

Cragin Mosteller, spokeswoman for the Florida Association of Counties, said the association is in the same
boat as the League of Cities. But many local governments set similar priorities year after year, making
adjusting to the schedule less painful.

Rep. Kathleen Passidomo, R-Naples, understands what her constituents are going through, though.
Passidomo said legislators know the schedule may mean some constituent issues aren’t addressed because
of time concerns.

But Passidomo said Collier delegates are in constant communication with local government leaders and
already are clued in to their needs.

“We don’t wait until the meeting to have the discussions,” she said. “I pretty much know what their thoughts
are ... They don’t wait for a once-a-year legislative delegation meeting. Whether or not they have to
scramble around, I think Collier County, the city of Naples and Marco Island ... are very well organized.”
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Redistricting: Leaders call for new Central Florida
congressional seat for Hispanics
By Aaron Deslatte and Jeannette Rivera-Lyles, Orlando Sentinel 8:01 p.m. EDT, July 27, 2011

Central Florida's growth means greater congressional clout next year, and Hispanic and black leaders told
lawmakers Wednesday they expect the region to be rewarded with at least one new U.S. House district likely
to elect a minority candidate.

About 40 legislators and more than 650 people showed up for two hearings on the redistricting process at
Orlando's Bob Carr Performing Arts Centre. The Legislature is taking public comments at 26 such sessions
around the state this summer before drawing new maps for 160 legislative and 27 congressional seats,
including two new ones resulting from the state's population growth.

Voting-rights groups such as the League of Women Voters have blasted the road show so far because
lawmakers have yet to draw maps and are continuing to fight the Fair Districts redistricting reforms by joining
a federal lawsuit filed by two minority congressional members.

But Senate Redistricting Chairman Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, and House counterpart Will Weatherford of
Wesley Chapel said Wednesday their plan was to get the maps passed as early in the session as possible,
to avoid potential political chaos closer to candidate qualifying. Lawmakers will convene an earlier-than-usual
lawmaking session Jan. 10 to enact the new maps by March 9.

"As soon as we possibly can, we want to take the votes on the maps," Weatherford said. "We're very
sensitive to the very tight time frame that we're living in here."

It was Central Florida's claim on a new congressional seat — and, potentially, one that would allow Hispanics
to elect their own candidate — that took center stage Wednesday.

More than half of the state's growth in the past decade — 55 percent — came from an increase in the
Hispanic population, with a majority coming along the Interstate 4 corridor. The Central Florida counties of
Orange, Osceola, Volusia, Lake and Seminole led the state in population growth.

Of the 541,000 additional people in the region, 267,000 were Hispanics. Yet the region has no Hispanic
members of Congress, no Hispanic state senators, and only one state House member, Rep. Darren Soto, D-
Orlando.

Emilio Perez, chairman of the Central Florida Redistricting Council Inc. in Orlando, said it would be a slap in
the face for the Hispanic community if lawmakers don't draw a Hispanic-access congressional district. "It will
be like penalizing us for the growth that landed this state two new congressional districts," he said.

Latino Justice, a New York-based civil-rights group that has been working with local leaders, is proposing a
district that would include eastern and southern Orange, northern Osceola and northwest Polk County and
be 46 percent Hispanic. Beginning roughly in Union Park, the district would run southwest and include
Kissimmee, St. Cloud and Haines City.

Juan Cartagena, a lawyer and director of the group, said that a 50 percent or higher Hispanic district would
be difficult to draw under the Fair Districts rules that are intended to prevent gerrymandering.

Cartagena also warned lawmakers that "legally, it is impossible to comply with the Voters' Right Act in a way
that ignores Latinos in Central Florida," referring to the federal law that requires special consideration of
minority populations.

"Nevertheless, a 46 percent [population] is significant," he said. "And the fact that it would be 12 percent
African American lends itself to great coalition-building opportunities."

But the Rev. Randolph Bracy Jr., former president of the Orange branch of the NAACP, told lawmakers the
seat should be drawn to elect a black representative.

Another retired pastor, the Rev. Nelson W. Pinder, then implored lawmakers not to play "race against race"
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Another retired pastor, the Rev. Nelson W. Pinder, then implored lawmakers not to play "race against race"
and urged them to give the region both a black and a Hispanic district. "Don't fence me out; fence me in," he
said.

Gaetz said Wednesday it was likely that Central Florida would land one of the state's two new seats, but he
said there may be legal "tension" between drawing districts likely to elect minorities and the Fair Districts
amendments, which call for districts that are compact, respect geographical lines and are not drawn to favor
parties or individuals.

Fair Districts supporters have insisted that criticism is wrong.

Jackie Colón, a former Brevard County commissioner and Florida director of the National Association of
Latino Elected Officials, said that building support for a Central Florida Latino district in other parts of Florida
and remaining "vigilant" is the next step for Hispanic leaders.

"We're working with local Latino leaders to prepare them for events like this one," Colón said. "We need to
advocate effectively and be present in meetings. We can't complain later if we're not part of the process."

adeslatte@tribune.com or 850-222-5564. jriveralyles@tribune.com or 407-420-5471.
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Fair Districts voters being set up: Voters are being set up in
Fair Districts scheme
By Deirdre Macnab | Guest columnist 12:00 a.m. EDT, July 26, 2011

The grizzled old man limped up to the platform in Pensacola and said, to the appreciative hoots of the
audience, "I don't have anything to say, but I've never seen so many Tallahassee elected officials in one
place, so I thought someone [had] better supervise."

He was followed by another man who noted that he had read their itinerary, and that he envied their ability to
enjoy shrimp in Pensacola and conch in Key West, and said he hoped they would accomplish something with
this grandiose state listening tour.

Hopefully, you've had better things to do this summer than stay glued to following the televised Fair Districts
hearings. However, for those of us who are watching, it is jarring to listen as one Florida voter after another
stands up and says the same thing over and over: "Show us the maps," "Follow the Fair Districts rules voters
put in the state constitution" and "Stop wasting our money fighting the rules we passed."

Why is redistricting so important? For years, Florida has had some of the least-competitive elections in the
country, stemming from scores of races with no challengers. Why? Because for years, politicians picked their
voters instead of voters picking their officials. And the good news for voters is, the passage of amendments
5 and 6 with 63 percent of the vote this past November will end gerrymandering, and restore a much higher
degree of competition and accountability.

Unfortunately, our legislative leaders are incumbents, and predictably, are determined to protect their seats
to the end, through delays and litigation.

However, like a magic shell game, it is critical that all of us keep our eye on the timeline for that is where we
are being set up for the biggest scheme. An election season with districts likely to be drawn only after
deadlines have passed, that create an impossible situation for candidates who want to run, and for us the
voters, trying to gather information to cast an informed vote.

How are they doing this? Unlike other states that are already drawing maps and soliciting real input, our
Legislature is using these 26 public meetings (with no maps presented) to create a delay tactic that will result
in a schedule likely to prevent candidates from even knowing what districts they might run in — until after the
deadline date for filing is over. Who does that help? Incumbents, naturally.

Very simply: The current timeline for redistricting set by the Legislature is unfair to Florida voters.

And fortunately, our supervisors of elections are paying concerned attention as well. At every meeting, the
local supervisor of elections has expressed concern with the Legislature's proposed timeline, and
recommended speeding up the timeline to help ensure more efficient and fair elections. Districts may not be
finalized until August 2012, which would mean Florida's maps would be approved later than almost every
other state in the nation. This could mean delays in sending ballots to military voters and problems for new
candidates.

Other states that have public hearings allow citizens the opportunity to comment on proposed maps. For
example, after maps are finalized in Arizona, they are made available to the public for comment for 30 days
before final passage. In Florida, Redistricting Committee Chair Don Gaetz has said citizens will have only a
two- or three-day comment period before any votes are taken on a proposal.

Have legislators drawn maps yet? Why not? They've had the census data for more than four months. If they
have drawn maps, why are they not showing them to us? When will they show them to us? What are they
waiting for?

The League of Women Voters calls on the Legislature to move up this timeline now. Ensure the public has
meaningful time to review and comment, and pass them the first week of session.

Fellow Florida voters: Keep your eye on this Summertime Road Show. Let's make sure Florida gets the
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electoral process we deserve, with time for candidates to know what district they are in and mount a real
campaign and importantly, time for citizens to cast an informed vote for the candidates of their choice. We
deserve no less.

Deirdre Macnab is president of the League of Women Voters of Florida.
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Florida legislators derailing democracy » peoplesworld
ORLANDO - In November 2010, Florida voters approved two amendments to protect voting rights and
prevent political gerrymandering of voting districts. But now Florida state legislators and two members of the
House of Representatives are stalling their implementation.  

Amendments 5 and 6 were passed by a 63 percent majority of the voters of Florida (Democrats, Republicans
and independents) who were fed up with decades of gerrymandering. According to FairDistrictsNow.org,
these amendments added rules to the Florida Constitution to halt politicians from designing districts that
favor themselves. The amendments also include protecting the rights of minority voters and disallowing
political favoritism, and require the new districts to be compact, contiguous, and follow municipal boundaries
where achievable.

In what appears to be a personal job protection plan, U.S. Reps. Corrine Brown, D and Mario Diaz-Balart, R,
Florida House Speaker Dean Cannon, R, and the Florida House of Representatives have filed a lawsuit to
challenge "Fair Districts" Amendment 6. As a result, the citizens of Florida, who overwhelmingly voted for 5
and 6, are now paying for both the lawsuit by the legislators and the defense of the constitutional
amendments.  Shockingly, the person who will be charged with the defense of 5 and 6 for the voters of
Florida  -  Secretary of State Kurt Browning - headed the "Nix 5 & 6" campaign in 2010. 

Currently, legislators are conducting a two-month statewide "Redistricting Tour." Approximately 40 politicians
are holding community meetings and asking for public comments and questions.  So far, the voters have
asked tough questions and received few answers. 
  
At the public redistricting meeting in Orlando on July 27, the 40 legislators were met with a crowd of over
600.  Local labor leader, and retired teacher, Marion Cannon asked how the lawmakers can justify setting
aside $30 million for the legal battles over 5 and 6 while slashing the education budget and laying off
thousands of teachers.  Many other participants asked the same questions. "Where are the sample district
maps for public comment?" "When will the public see the new maps?" "Will the new districts be approved in
time for the June 8, 2012 candidate filing deadline?"

Although the majority of voices at the hearing were demanding that the legislators adhere to 5 and 6, some
were asking for specific districts to remain the same or that they be drawn to capture new populations in
Florida. Representatives from the local NAACP asked for a district that specifically incorporates the African
American community, like the congressional district of Rep. Corrine Brown, a Democrat. Leaders from the
Latino community asked that a district be drawn to specifically capture the growing Latino vote. And with
Florida to gain two seats in the U.S. House of Representative, the two constituent groups appeared to
arguing for their right to one of these new districts.

After two hours of questions, it became clear that the new districts would be drawn and approved in
Tallahassee, the state capital, during the spring 2012 legislative session, which lasts from February to June.
 With the way the Florida Legislature hammers measures through, and the geographical isolation of
Tallahassee itself, the voters will have to remain vigilant to ensure gerrymandering is defeated in their state.

The "Redistricting Tour" continues its road trip with stops in Stuart, Miami, Tampa, and Key West, concluding
in Clewiston Sept. 1. The Florida AFL-CIO, League of Women Voters, Central Florida Jobs with Justice, and
Organize Now are urging Florida voters to continue to ask questions and share their outrage about how
legislators are stalling the implementation of Amendments 5 and 6.  For a complete schedule of the
Redistricting Public Meetings, go to www.floridaredistricting.org.

Photo: Meeting on redistricting, via Florida Redistricting.
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Battling Salamanders - Ponte Vedra Recorder
By Chance Ryan

With Amendments 5 and 6, two new congressional districts, millions of dollars stashed away for lawsuits, no
new maps drawn, and time eating away, you can be sure Florida’s redistricting battle is going to be a
bloodbath. 

Every 10 years, after the census, the Florida Legislature redraws the boundaries of the Congressional, state
house and state senate districts. Its purpose: to be sure that districts are equal in population — to make sure
every vote counts in the same manner. 

Florida is notorious for gerrymandering — a term coined in the early 19th Century, relating to then
Massachusetts Gov. Elbridge Gerry, whose district, created to favor his political party, resembled the shape
of a salamander.

Democrat Corrine Brown’s District 3 is a great example. It includes parts of Jacksonville, Orlando, Palatka,
Sanford, Gainesville and Deland — cities with little in common except the district encompasses
predominantly black  — and Democrat — neighborhoods. 

With so many Democrats packed into one district, Republicans hold a numerical advantage in four of the five
surrounding districts — think of it as a political alley-oop. The pattern plays out in accordance with other
districts around the state, helping Republicans hold the advantage in a majority of Florida’s congressional
districts despite being outnumbered by Democrats statewide. 

As of May 2011, there are 4,039,900 registered Republicans and 4,609,244 registered Democrats in
Florida,  according to the Florida Divisions of Elections.

“You would think that the congressional delegation would be divided …,” said Jacksonville University political
scientist Steve Baker. “And yet, it has 19 Republicans and six Democrats. So the districts are drawn in such
a way that they definitely favor the Republican Party, as it did with the Democrats when they were in power.” 

Fed up with the political gamesmanship, voters in November 2010 passed Amendments 5 and 6 with 63
percent. The new amendments are designed to help prohibit political favoritism, requiring that districts be
compact, contiguous, and follow city or county lines where feasible. 

“These amendments (5 and 6),” Baker said, “would require that there be less attention made to reelecting
the people in power and more likely to have districts that … anyone can win.”

An additional challenge to redistricting Florida’s 25 seats in the U.S. Congress, is the addition of two new
seats warranted by the state’s growth over the past decade. The Florida Legislature must also redistrict its
own seats — 40 Senate and 120 House districts.

Predictably, some Tallahassee politicians aren’t too keen on giving up their ability to use redistricting as a
job protection plan, and legislators have stored away discretionary tax dollars to fight Amendments 5 and 6
— and the 60-plus percent of Florida voters who passed them.

The House has set aside $30 million in reserves for the redistricting fight; the Senate $9 million. (The
Legislature spent about $10 million a decade ago in lawsuits over new district boundaries.) 

House Speaker Dean Cannon, R-Winter Park, has ordered his chamber to join a federal lawsuit designed to
halt the constitutionally-required changes so now Florida taxpayers are on the hook for both defending and
opposing redistricting reform. 

Hearings are scheduled for July 29 in Miami for the suit filed by Representatives Mario Diaz-Balert, R-Miami,
and Corrine Brown, D-Jacksonville. They say the amendments — paradoxically supported by groups such as
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and Democracia Ahora — would hinder
minority representation in Congress. 

The U.S. Justice Department decided after the 1990 census to require legislators try to draw up districts
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where minority voters were the majority in states that have few minority districts (black, Asian, Latino, etc.) —
virtually guaranteeing a minority getting elected. 

District 3 is a minority-access district — one of two in Florida, the other being District 23. It is virtually
guaranteed that a Democrat will win in that district, Baker said. And in other Republican minority-access
districts in Florida it is almost guaranteed that a Republican will win. 

So there is very little change in the congressional representation because each district is pretty much
designed with one party in mind, Baker said. 

“And it is to get around that, that these amendments passed.”

The Legislature has already begun the redistricting process by holding legislative committee hearings and
developing map-drawing software that is available to the public. 

In the meantime, Florida’s legislators are hosting a series of 26 public input meetings on redistricting.

The fifth hearing was held at Flagler College’s auditorium July 12 and chaired by state Sen. Don Gaetz (R –
Niceville), state Rep. Will Weatherford (R-Wesley Chapel) and Sen. John Thrasher, (R-St. Augustine). 

The committees offered no maps and instead said they will use the public’s input to influence how the
congressional and state legislative lines are drawn.

“Our sole purpose is we do not want maps to be drawn entirely by politicians,” said Gaetz, the Senate’s chair
on the committee.

St. Johns County Democratic Party Chair Executive Annette Capella remains skeptical. 

“There are over a dozen states that already have their maps together,” Capella said. “We have no idea what
they are doing.”

Capella said that although she is pleased a hearing was held, she still wonders if the legislature was “actually
hearing us.”

“We do not want to continue to allow the gerrymandering that has taken place in the past,” she said.

The House and Senate redistricting committees will meet in the fall and the final maps will be voted on during
the 60-day 2012 legislative session, which begins Jan. 12.

Republican Mike Weinstein, District 19 incumbent, said the process is going to create a substantial change
in Northeast Florida.

“There is a possibility that whatever you are thinking of running for can be very different by the time March,
April or May comes in 2012,” he said. 

How does one run a campaign to represent citizens of a district that hasn’t even been drawn yet?

“You just have to gear up and be ready and make a decision once the districts are finalized,” Weinstein said.
“Some of us may have to move in order to run in the district for which they want to run. Some of us may find
that we are in a district with another incumbent.” 

It is very difficult, Weinstein said, to gauge the citizens they’ll be representing for still-unknown districts. But
until someone qualifies to run, until they take an oath and choose to run, they can change and run for a
different seat or not run at all. 

“You can raise money thinking you’re going to run,” Weinstein said. “And many people do that. In the state of
Florida you have to live in the district when you take office. So you could qualify in June for a district that you
don’t live in, but when you win the race, you’re going to have to move.” 

Weinstein said the timing for Florida is different from most states because it’s being done so late. 

“We could meet in November and December if they so chose,” Weinstein said. “But we are meeting in
January and February and then we have the two amendments, which will create opportunities for a lot of
lawsuits.”



lawsuits.”

Weinstein said normally with the redistricting process every 10 years, the actual wording for making districts
fair haven’t changed.

With Amendments 5 and 6, he said, the instructions on how to redistrict have changed dramatically. 

“But all those new words and all those new instructions will be challenged, potentially,” he added. 

Weinstein hopes Amendment 5 and 6 will make people more comfortable with the design of districts because
they are more “logical.” 

“It’s just going to be a painful process to get there,” he said.

Waiting until the last minute to approve the new districts puts a lot of pressure on the legislature to get it
right. If they  don’t, the courts may step in. 

“(T)hey have to be aware that a court challenge could invalidate the whole thing,” Baker said. “And if the
legislature eventually fails to do it, then the courts will do it themselves, and the legislature certainly wants to
avoid that.”

As it stands, the more time that ticks by while the legislation hosts public hearings that don’t even offer a
glimpse of what future districts might resemble, the closer Florida potentially comes to resembling a giant
salamander. 

“Pretty soon they will just rush into it and probably use something very similar to what the previous system
was,” Baker said. 

“And there are a lot of people who would like nothing more than for that to happen.”

news@pontevedrarecorder.com
(904)285-8831
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House answers Randolph on redistricting, sort of
by John Kennedy | August 3rd, 2011

Democratic Rep. Scott Randolph got his answer — sort of — from House Speaker Dean Cannon about
how much the Republican-ruled chamber is spending in the challenge to Amendment 6, the voter-approved
standard for congressional redistricting.

Randolph, an Orlando lawmaker, wrote Cannon last month, seeking information on how much was being
spent on legal fees in the Amendment 6 case.

 But he was told Thursday by House attorney George Levesque  that he couldn’t provide the public records
the lawmaker was seeking because they might “undermine the significant interests of the House” in the legal
matter.

But Levesque did say in his response that the House has spent about $114,000 in its role as an “intervenor”
in the lawsuit brought by U.S. Reps. Corrine Brown, a Democrat, and Mario Diaz-Balart, a Republican,
which looks to block the measure from being applied to next year’s redrawing of congressional district
boundaries.

“Once the litigation surrounding redistricting and reapportionment is concluded, the detailed billing of the
legal services provided to the House will be released, as required by law,” Levesque said.

All told, that means likely means sometime in 2012.

http://www.postonpolitics.com/2011/08/house-answers-randolph-on-redistricting-sort-of/
http://www.postonpolitics.com/tag/rep-scott-randolph/
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Liberals Behaving Badly: Florida Redistricting Hearings
Critics claim Legislature is bent on subverting reforms; a search for common ground

|

Credit: Shutterstock - imaheHide

As if the job of redrawing 187 congressional and legislative
districts weren't complicated enough, liberal groups are
ascribing the worst possible motives to Florida lawmakers
assigned to the task.

At nearly a dozen public-input meetings conducted around the
state over the past month, representatives from the ACLU, the
NAACP and the League of Women Voters, among others,
have read nearly identical scripts assailing the redistricting process.

More of the same was on display Wednesday in Orlando -- a hotly contested political battleground and likely
home to a new congressional district in 2012.

Liberal groups, suspicious of GOP lawmakers, complain that ready-made maps are not available for review
at the public hearings. These critics alternately charge that district lines have already been drawn behind
closed doors or that the legislators are unduly dragging their feet.

In either case, skeptics from the left are convinced that the Republican-controlled Legislature is bent on
subverting the Fair Districts mandate for compact and contiguous districts by perpetuating the status-quo,
which favors the GOP.

"Currently, Florida's 'bleached' districting strategy painstakingly sections off potentially progressive or
moderate voting neighborhoods into a small number of minority-access districts that historically favor
Democrats," Julie Delegal wrote in a Florida Times-Union op-ed Wednesday.

Delegal and "progressive" critics at the public hearings accuse the Legislature of earmarking $30 million for
a legal fight to maintain gerrymandered majority-minority districts such as Democratic Rep. Corrine Brown's
CD 3 that stretches in serpentine style from Jacksonville to the upper reaches of Orlando.

State Rep. Will Weatherford, who chairs the House Redistricting Committee, calls the oft-repeated $30
million figure exaggerated and rejects any insinuation of partisan backroom dealing.

Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, and his state Senate counterpart, Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, insist that they
are committed to a process that passes legal muster.

But "legal" becomes a slippery term when the federal government's 47-year-old civil-rights provisions for
minority representation conflict with Fair Districts' more color-blind philosophy.

Though Fair Districts' Amendments 5 and 6 were promoted primarily by Democrats and left-wing groups,
conservative organizations, including tea parties and 9/12 groups, now appear to favor them, too. 

"If there's agreement on one thing, it's that we don't want our cities split up," says Maureen Siebold, a 9/12
founder who lives in rural north Lakeland.

While saying she was "absolutely shocked" at what she called the raucous behavior of left-wing agitators at
the Lakeland redistricting hearing this week, Siebold agreed that the current congressional lines disserve the
public.

"My congressman is Richard Nugent, who lives in Hernando County. I never see the man. The rest of Polk
County is represented by Dennis Ross, who I've seen tons of times," Siebold relates.

Similar complaints are heard throughout Central Florida, where counties are segmented into two, three or

http://www.sunshinestatenews.com/story/liberals-behaving-badly-florida-redistricting-hearings


even four congressional districts.

Karen Diebel, a Republican who intends to run in a new, yet-to-be-identified congressional district in Central
Florida, says "Gerrymandering works both ways."

"Boundaries like [Corrine Brown's district] are why these amendments passed. There's too much division in
what's going on. It's costing us time and money," the Republican businesswoman said.

Diebel said she would like to see the public hearings "come up with options" to move the redistricting process
forward.

Henry Kelley, who has attended two previous meetings and monitored others online, credits the legislative
delegation for keeping its cool in the face of hostile crowds.

"As you might expect, people in Gainesville called lawmakers fascists. In Volusia, a riot almost broke out.
Pensacola was a train wreck with liberals behaving badly," recalled Kelley, head of the Fort Walton Beach
Tea Party.

Wednesday afternoon's meeting in Orlando attracted three dozen legislators. More than 150 people signed
up to speak during the session -- the first of two that day.

The Orlando Sentinel reported that the afternoon meeting got off to a contentious start when state Rep.
Steve Precourt, R-Orlando, tried unsuccessfully to get the audience to stop cheering after the first few
speakers called the proceedings a farce.

Kelley's biggest frustration is the naysayers' refusal to provide constructive criticism by drawing their own
maps on the state's redistricting website. Kelley, who has offered two sets of congressional districts, said
critics would have more credibility if they spent a few hours applying the map-making software.

So far, 12 maps designed by individuals can be viewed at www.floridaredistricting.org .

Lawmakers call their "listening tour" a publicly transparent step to drawing maps in 2012, as required by law.
Reaching its halfway point in Melbourne on Thursday, the traveling road show of 26 public hearings takes a
two-week break before resuming Aug. 15 in Stuart. The remaining slate of meetings is scheduled to wrap up
Sept. 1 in Clewiston.

Ultimately, all sides expect that the seemingly impossible act of balancing Fair Districts' geographic priorities
with the U.S. Civil Rights Act's racial imperatives will wind up in court. And that angers Siebold.

"We are a sovereign state under the 10th Amendment. The federal government has no business telling
Florida what it can and cannot do," she said.

--

Reach Kenric Ward at kward@sunshinestatenews.com or at (772) 559-4719.

http://www.floridaredistricting.org/
mailto:kward@sunshinestatenews.com
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Weekly Roundup: Sinkhole Black Hole
Recap and analysis of the week in state government

REDISTRICTING HITS THE ROAD:

http://www.sunshinestatenews.com/story/weekly-roundup-sinkhole-black-hole


Gearing up for redistricting talks later this year, lawmakers took their show on the road to Central Florida this
week as they heard from local residents on how to redraw Florida's political map that is expected to include
another congressional seat along the I-4 corridor.

From Latinos, who have made up much of Central Florida's population growth since the 2000 Census, the
request was for a district that would be heavily influenced by Hispanic voters as an acknowledgment of the
influx of non-Cuban Latinos.

Blacks asked for a district that would continue in the mold of the seat held by U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown, D-
Fla., who won her seat in a heavily black district after changes forced by the Voting Rights Act.

LatinoJustice PRLDEF, an organization that has been working with Latino community leaders in the area on
redistricting, presented a map of a Central Florida district that would be 46.2 percent Hispanic and 12.3
percent black. It would run from Haines City to Union Park.

Black residents urged lawmakers not to unwind Brown's district, particularly in light of the new Fair Districts
standards, which are aimed at curbing partisan gerrymandering and forcing lawmakers to draw compact
districts. Brown's district snakes from Jacksonville to Orlando.

Meanwhile in Tallahassee, a federal judge heard from a conservative voting rights group that a new Florida
election law unconstitutionally burdens grass-roots groups trying to get their voices heard.

U.S. District Court Judge Robert Hinkle has been asked to throw out the law opponents say places undue
restrictions on small, nominally funded groups by requiring stringent disclosure requirements. Attorneys for
the Florida Department of State say simply that voters should know who is behind political advertising efforts.
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Martin County Dems to hear fair districting speaker »
TCPalm.com (User story from jackiew#398534)
STUART — The Martin County Democratic Club will host Mary Jane Range, a member of the Fair Districting
Speakers Bureau, at their Wednesday, Aug. 3 meeting at 6:30 pm at the Best Western Hotel on U.S. 1 in
Stuart.

Range will discuss the upcoming state redistricting process, and will focus particularly on how citizens can
make their voices heard to legislators through the upcoming August 15, 6:00 pm Town Hall meeting at the
Blake Library at in Stuart organized by the Florida House of Representative’s Redistricting Committee.

The redistricting process is conducted every 10 years after conclusion of the census. Based on the new
census numbers, both state and federal representative districts are adjusted to accommodate the population
as reflected in the new census figures. Florida is slated to see changes in district boundaries for both state
and federal offices.

Last November, Florida voters approved a Fair Districting Referendum which placed restrictions on the way
in which district boundaries could be drawn in an effort to make the districts contiguous and to prevent the
“gerrymandering” of certain districts.

Range will outline the process itself as well as highlight how citizens can influence the process.

The Martin County Democratic Club meets the first Wednesday of every month at 6:30 p.m. at the Best
Western Hotel on U.S. 1 in Stuart. For information call Jackie Williams at 772-286-1450.

This story is contributed by a member of the Treasure Coast community and is neither endorsed nor
affiliated with TCPalm.com

http://www.tcpalm.com/news/2011/jul/25/martin-county-dems-to-hear-fair-districting-speake/
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Meeting on Legislative Districts Draws Skeptics
Published: Monday, July 25, 2011 at 11:27 p.m.

LAKELAND | More than 40 speakers, many skeptical of what they claim is a Republican-dominated
redistricting effort, spoke to legislators who will help draw the new boundaries during a public meeting at Polk
State College in Lakeland on Monday.

The speakers complained that the House and Senate redistricting committees have not drawn maps yet, and
they wanted maps of the proposed congressional and legislative districts to which they could react.

Committees members, both Republican and Democratic legislators, held the 10th of 26 hearings they will
complete across the state before September.

Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville and chairman of the Senate Redistricting Committee, said all members of both
committees would introduce themselves and state their party affiliation, something that had not been done at
any of the previous hearings.

"A lady from the audience, I didn't get her name, asked me to and I felt that would be fine," Gaetz told The
Ledger.

"Our sole purpose here today is to hear from you," Gaetz told the packed main auditorium at PSC.

The majority in the audience came simply to watch and listen.

Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel and chairman of the House Redistricting Committee, said it was
important for the committees to hear from the public before it draws its own maps.

There were maps available as examples, which individuals had drawn. Speakers representing the tea party
and 9-12 groups referred to one drawn by Henry Kelly.

Kelly's suggested districts, among about 12 maps drawn so far by individuals can be seen at
www.floridaredistricting.org, where anyone can build their own districts.

Sen. Ronda Storms, R-Valrico, encouraged people to go to the website and make their own district maps.

"It seems that if you are not familiar with redistricting you are cavalier about it. It isn't easy. You can't just go
down the list and put entire counties into each district. I tried. Then I was 6,000 people over. Then I moved
some out and I tried to keep communities of interest together, and when I did I got this funky little squiggly
thing at the end of the district," she said.

Storms, whose district includes part of Polk County, was referring to the Fair District amendments passed by
Florida voters last year in which districts must be compact.

Several speakers remained unconvinced that hearings and comments from the public should come before
official legislative maps.

"Where are the sample maps?" asked Paula Mims, co-president of the Polk County League of Women
Voters. "We really would like to see some maps. It is better to set the maps and then let the public comment."

"This is a little like the fox guarding the hen house, no offense, of course," she said.

Several speakers asked that local district boundaries, especially city limits not be split.

Polk County Supervisor of Elections Lori Edwards, the reapportionment chair for the Florida Association of
Supervisors of Elections, cautioned the committees not to wait until the last deadlines to approve maps.

"Election officials need time to change districts and precincts and a myriad of other things," Edwards said.

If the Legislature waits until the end of its session next year to approve maps, followed by court reviews and
the Department of Justice's 90-day review, elections supervisors in the state could have only two weeks
before absentee ballots have to be mailed out for the Aug. 14 primary, she said.

http://www.theledger.com/article/20110725/NEWS/110729622?template=printpicart


"If that happens, then during a two-week period, we would have to change all district maps, align the
precincts and boundaries with the new lines, submit the new precincts to the county commissions for
approval, recode each home in each district, check and recheck voter rolls and notify the voter that he or
she is in a new district," Edwards said.

Other speakers urged particular attention to "communities with like interests."

Victor Story, president of Florida Citrus Mutual, asked the committees not to dilute the number of legislators
in Polk County.

Polk has three state senators and five representatives. He was particularly concerned about largely rural
and agricultural districts.

"Agriculture held this state together when the economy went bad. I urge you not to dilute it through
redistricting," he said.

The joint committees will hold a hearing at 8 a.m. today at the Hardee County Civic Center in Wauchula and
in Orlando from 2 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. Wednesday at the Bob Carr Performing Arts Center.
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Broward Politics | Sun Sentinel Blogs

The League of Women Voters of Broward County is hosting a panel Saturday on “Redistricting: Why You
Should Care.”

Every 10 years, congressional and legislative districts are redrawn to reflect population shifts uncovered by
the decennial Census. Redistricting for 2012 is complicated by legal challenges to the voter-approved fair
districts amendments to the Florida Constitution, which are supposed to minimize political considerations.

Panelists for the League of Women Voters event include Howard Simon of the American Civil Liberties Union
of Florida; Corinne Miller, the South Florida redistricting director of the League of Women Voters; and
Nathalie Shortal, executive director of Common Cause of Florida.

Check-in begins at 1:15 Saturday. The event starts at 1:30 p.m., Gallery Room, Alvin Sherman Library, Nova
Southeastern University, 3100 Ray Ferrero Blvd., Davie.

The league asks people who plan to attend to call 954-735-1311 or email an RSVP. Include name, number
of people and a phone number. Deadline is Friday.

Categories: None

COMMENT BOARD GUIDELINES:

You share in the SunSentinel.com community, so we just ask that you keep things civil. Leave out the
personal attacks. Do not use profanity, ethnic or racial slurs, or take shots at anyone's sexual orientation or
religion. If you can't be nice, we reserve the right to remove your material and ban users who violate our
Terms of Service.

http://weblogs.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/broward/blog/2011/08/voter_league_explains_why_peop_1.html
mailto:info@lwvbcfl.org
mailto:info@lwvbcfl.org
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/about/site/sfla-copyright,0,6598663.story
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Redistricting Hearings Come to Central Florida
Wednesday, July 27, 2011 By: Tom Parkinson

Redistricting Hearings Come to Central Florida
Wednesday, July 27, 2011 
By: Tom Parkinson

July 27, 2011 | WMFE -The debate over redistricting comes to Orlando today.A committee of state
lawmakers is holding two public hearings on how Congressional and legislative districts should be drawn.
The hearings are the latest in a series of more than 2 dozen being held around the state. Lawmakers will
hold another hearing tomorrow in Melbourne.

On the local level, Orange County's redistricting committee is holding a public hearing this evening in
Maitland on potential changes to county commission districts.
Ann Helmuth is on that county panel and she's also the president of Orange County's League of Women
Voters. 
90.7’s Tom Parkinson spoke with her about redistricting on the county and state levels.  

The state legislature's redistricting committee schedule is available here:
www.flsenate.gov/Session/Redistricting/Hearings

The dates and locations of hearings for Orange County’s redistricting panel can
be found at this website: www.ocfl.net/rac

Did you enjoy this? Share it! Share 0diggsdigg
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WMNF 88.5 FM Community Radio, Tampa
07/27/11 Sarah Curran 
WMNF Drive-Time News Wednesday 

A Pasco County resident looks at maps of possible new State House districts.

photo by Sarah Curran/WMNF

Lawmakers are holding a series of meetings across Florida to establish what
residents hope to see as Legislative and Congressional districts are-re-drawn early
next year. One Pasco County resident called last night’s redistricting meeting in
Wesley Chapel a dog and pony show. State legislators from Bradenton to Miami-
Dade County heard an earful from residents like J Porter, who said Pasco County can’t be overlooked any
longer.

“During the growth boom Pasco was the 2nd fastest growing county in the state. That kind of
growth everyone in the room felt and everyone in this room saw. Its something when those
kind of people and we get that kind of density your seeing. Your seeing growth that is taking
place during a depressed market. We need to make sure our representation basically correct
and dead on for the kind of constituents in the areas.”

Many residents expressed the vast differences between East, West and Central Pasco County. While
eastern Pasco is highly agricultural, Central Pasco has become a business hub, with West Pasco
representing the gulf beaches. Some even suggested using the Suncoast Parkway as a dividing line
between possible new districts. 6th generation rancher Charles Waller wants the districts to consider the
distinct differences of a rural lifestyle.

“Take the parkway, make that the dividing line. That area over there has similar interests up
and down the coast. And if you will take that parkway and come forward then thru the rest of
Central and East Pasco come up thru Sumter and Hernando County, we speak the same
language. We are farmers, we are ranchers, we are chicken farmers, we own groves and we
need someone who can look out for our interests.”

Executive director of the greater Zephyrhills chamber of commerce Bonnie McNichlson says lawmakers need
to understand the potential of central locations like Pasco County.

“We have the ability to capitalize on a variety of logistics from two interstates, rail, port access
to air expansion possibilities and the availability of land. We are enthusiastic about our future
but we can better utilize these resources with representatives that will work with our local
communities as a whole and understand these attributes to develop them to the highest level
possible.“

Residents frequently referenced Florida’s recently-passed Amendments 5 and 6. They aim to keep politics
out and fairness in when lawmakers consider new districts. And while most residents praised the
representatives for their attempts at transparency, residents like John Russell are still skeptical of the

http://www.wmnf.org/news_stories/florida-redistricting-committee-gets-an-earful-from-pasco-county-residents
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process. He says the Fair Districts amendments told lawmakers what Floridians want in new districts, but in
the end it all boils down to who has the most money.

“The judiciary will see fit and your gonna run this thing thru and use our tax dollars against us.
I thank you very much this is a dog and pony show. It is a fig leaf over what will be the final
result.”

Residents wanting to take a stab are drawing their own districts can go online to floridaredistricting.org to
submit a map using the same data used by legislators. Today lawmakers will hear from Residents in Orlando,
followed by Melbourne tomorrow. Tampa Bay residents can still attend two more public meeting on
redistricting in the area. The first is scheduled for August 29 in Hillsborough County, the second on August
30 in Largo.

http://www.floridaredistricting.org/
http://www.wmnf.org/give?program_id=242
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Pasco weighs in on redistricting effort
WESLEY CHAPEL --

The gym at Wiregrass High School was packed with hundreds of Pasco County residents interested in equal
representation after new state House, Senate and congressional district lines are drawn next year.

At the front of the room more than 30 lawmakers -- members of the Florida House and Senate redistricting
committee – heard ideas and concerns of more than 60 residents who offered thoughts Tuesday night about
what many of them called the "awesome" and "daunting" task of redrawing new lines.

"Our sole purpose," said state Rep. Will Weatherford, a Wesley Chapel Republican who led the meeting, "is
to hear from the public."

Many residents mentioned the differences between East, West and Central Pasco, and several suggested
using major roads such as U.S. 41, the Suncoast Parkway and Interstate 75 as boundary lines for the
districts.

First to speak was Zephyrhills Mayor Cliff McDuffie, who said he didn't envy the lawmakers' assignment. He
also said he didn't think constituents have been "adequately represented" under the existing boundaries.

"Zephyrhills gets thrown in with Hillsborough and Polk County," he said. "I would prefer that Pasco be more
strongly represented. I hope partisanship will not be an issue here. I hope we get it done right."

**

The meeting at Wiregrass was one of 26 meetings that lawmakers serving on the redistricting committee
will conduct throughout Florida. Redistricting is done every 10 years, and must be finalized during the 2012
legislative session.

Several people implored the legislators to consider the small, urban areas on Pasco's west side and its
smaller, rural communities on the east side. There was disagreement about what characteristics define
various parts of the county.

Vonnie Mikkelsen, executive director of the Zephyrhills Chamber of Commerce, disagreed that the east side
should be described as rural.

"I've worked with the chamber for the last year and a half, and there is great potential for growth," she said.
"Part of my job is to see that people know this. We should think collectively and regionally. Over the past
several years, Central and East [Pasco] have become more significant players in the region.

"There are two interstates [nearby], rail, available land. We're enthusiastic about our future, but we need
representatives who will work with the community as a whole."

Ralph Grant, president of the county firefighters union, echoed Mikkelsen, saying he hoped lawmakers would
consider population growth in each district before drawing new lines.

Pasco Elections Supervisor Brian Corley congratulated lawmakers for their "unprecedented level of
transparency" in holding the public meetings, and asked that they give him and other election supervisors
adequate time to arrange new precincts.

"We can't do anything until your work is done," Corley said. "Please approve [new boundaries] as early in
2012 as possible."

Corley also asked that legislators "respect communities" when the boundaries are drawn.

Sandy Graves of Land O' Lakes asked that lawmakers not "pander to special interest groups," and to
consider making distinctions between the county's west and east sides.

J.D. Porter, whose family donated land for Wiregrass High School, also mentioned "distinctive differences"
between West and East Pasco, adding that The Suncoast Parkway could be a logical boundary.

http://www2.tbo.com/news/pasco-news/2011/jul/27/pasco-weighs-in-on-redistricting-effort-ar-246699/


Comments from several people were cheered, but perhaps none as loudly as those offered by Steve Van
Gorden, prinicipal of Zephyrhills High School.

He suggested breaking Pasco into three state House districts, one each for the west, central and east parts
of the county.

The cheering reached a crescendo with Van Gorden's closing comment: "We should have one member of
Congress with a solely Pasco seat."

gfox@tampatrib.com

(813) 259-8116

**

mailto:gfox@tampatrib.com
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Inside The Lines powered by Three Bridges Advisors
The 2011 Florida Redistricting Public Input Tour has brought Florida House and
Senate Members to communities throughout Northwest, Northeast and Central
Florida in recent weeks with great participation from area residents. Next week,
Members will be traveling to the Southeast Florida communities of Stuart, Boca
Raton, Davie, Miami, South Miami and Key West in order to hear more thoughts
on how Florida’s legislative and congressional maps should be redrawn.  If you or
someone you know lives in the Southeast Florida region, we encourage you to
participate in one or many of these unique forums where your opinions regarding
Florida’s redistricting will be heard. A full schedule including dates, times and
locations is provided below for your reference:

Public Redistricting Meeting – Stuart

Monday, August 15, 2011

6 p.m. – 9 p.m. EDT

Blake Library

2351 SE Monterey Road 

Public Redistricting Meeting – Boca Raton

Tuesday, August 16, 2011

10 a.m. – 1 p.m. EDT

The Friedberg Lifelong Learning Center (FAU)

777 Glades Road

Public Redistricting Meeting – Davie

Tuesday, August 16, 2011

6 p.m. – 9 p.m. EDT

Broward College Gym

3501 Southwest Davie Road

Public Redistricting Meeting –Miami

Wednesday, August 17, 2011

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.  EDT

Wolfson Campus Auditorium (Miami Dade College)

300 NE 2nd Avenue

Public Redistricting Meeting – South Miami

Wednesday, August 17, 2011

6 p.m. – 9 p.m. EDT

Rafael Diaz-Balart Hall (FIU College of Law)

11200 SW 8th Street

http://insidethelinesfla.com/2011/08/redistricting-hearings-heading-to-southeast-florida/
http://insidethelinesfla.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/gerrymandering.jpg


Public Redistricting Meeting – Key West

Thursday, August 18, 2011

4 p.m. – 7 p.m. EDT

Florida Keys Community College

5901 College Road

If you cannot attend in person, there are many other ways to explore redistricting and share your feedback.
By visitingwww.floridaredistricting.org users can access social media in order to provide commentary, watch
Redistricting meetings as they happen live on the web, or access the state-of-the-art
MyDistrictBuilderTM application, which allows users to draw their very own district maps for submission to the
Florida Legislature for consideration.  All public comments and suggestions can also be submitted via email
toMyDistrictBuilder@myfloridahouse.gov.

Category: Legislative HeadLINES

http://www.floridaredistricting.org/
mailto:MyDistrictBuilder@myfloridahouse.gov
http://insidethelinesfla.com/category/legislative/


sunshinestatenews.com http://www.sunshinestatenews.com/story/minorities-liberals-falling-out-over-fair-districts

Minorities, Liberals Falling Out Over 'Fair Districts'
Hispanics and blacks demand more representation; GOP lawmakers in the middle

|

Rev. Randolph Bracy Jr. and Emilio PerezHide

Pushed by the progressive left, Fair Districts' reforms collided
with minority interests at the state's redistricting road show in
Central Florida.

Lawmakers were caught in the middle in Orlando last week
when Hispanics and African-Americans demanded that the
Legislature carve out legislative and congressional districts for
them.

Emilio Perez, chairman of the Central Florida Redistricting Council, told legislators that failure to draw a
Hispanic-heavy congressional district would "be like penalizing us for the growth that landed this state two
new congressional districts."

The Rev. Randolph Bracy Jr., former president of the Orange branch of the NAACP, argued that a
congressional seat should be drawn to elect a black representative.

Hispanic and African-American groups are banking on the 46-year-old federal Voting Rights Act to boost
minority representation at the state Legislature and Congress. Florida is among the Southern states whose
redistricting plans must obtain race-based "preclearance" from the U.S. Department of Justice.

But despite an ongoing influx of Hispanics, it's unclear whether Central Florida has either the requisite
minority population or geographic concentration to construct such ethnic districts according to the Fair
Districts guidelines.

Under Fair Districts amendments, approved by Florida voters last November, redistricting plans cannot --

Favor incumbents.

Favor any political party.

Deny equal opportunity to minorities.

Vary district population size.

Stray from existing political and geographic boundaries.

Divide districts or fail to make them compact.

"When legislators confront these dilemmas, it won’t be altogether clear how they should proceed," said Bill
Mattox of the James Madison Institute, a conservative think tank in Tallahassee.

"In fact, the new guidelines explicitly reject criteria ranking except to say that the first three considerations
are more important than the last three," Mattox said.

The DOJ has been no help in establishing a hierarchy of priorities, let alone deciphering what "equal
opportunity" for minorities actually means. Federal attorneys issued only a bureaucratic, two-paragraph
response to the Legislature's request for guidance.

Based on their groups' population gains, Hispanic and African-American activists say Central Florida's
current political boundaries are out of whack. The region has one black state senator, one Hispanic state
representative and one black state representative.

http://www.sunshinestatenews.com/story/minorities-liberals-falling-out-over-fair-districts


U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown, an African-American, represents a gerrymandered district that runs north from
Orlando to Jacksonville. Her CD 3 is considered a prime example of racial districting, as it picks up minority
communities along the interior of the First Coast.

Similarly tortured lines -- the very kind that Fair Districts was designed to erase -- would be required to
establish designated Hispanic and black districts in Central Florida.

"Bottom line, there aren't enough [legal] Hispanic citizens in Central Florida to even have a state Senate
seat, much less a congressional seat," said Doug Guetzloe, a veteran political operative based in Orlando.

"Corrine, of course, wants to keep minorities corralled into the most gerrymandered district in America, but I
predict she will be unsuccessful," he said.

As for the expected additional congressional seat in the region, Guetzloe said Republican U.S. Reps. "Daniel
Webster, Sandy Adams, John Mica and Bill Posey all want to lump Democrats, blacks and Hispanics into one
new 60-plus percent Democratic district as a safety valve."

He predicts that the new district will encompass central Orlando south to Osceola County, taking in the
heavily Hispanic Buena Ventura Lakes, Winter Garden, Winter Park and Eatonville.

"Even then, blacks will only be 10 percent and the registered Hispanics about 10 percent," Guetzloe said.

With decidedly blue demographics, Central Florida's new congressional seat would be tailor-made for a
comeback by Alan Grayson. The Democrat who was ousted from his 8th Congressional District seat by
Webster last year has said he would consider another run.

But using Fair Districts' guidelines, legislators could go in another direction and draw a CD more favorable to
a Republican. 

That's the hope of Karen Diebel, who has already raised nearly $100,000 for the yet-to-be-named 26th
Congressional District. Diebel finished less than a percentage point behind Adams in the GOP primary for
CD 24 last year.

Meanwhile, the Orlando Sentinel quoted New York-based Latino Justice as proposing a 46 percent Hispanic
district that would include eastern and southern Orange, northern Osceola and northwest Polk County. The
district would encompass parts of Kissimmee, St. Cloud and Haines City.

Juan Cartagena, a lawyer and director of the group, said a 50 percent or higher Hispanic district would be
difficult to draw under Fair Districts' anti-gerrymandering rules. But he also told lawmakers it is legally
impossible "to comply with the Voting Rights Act in a way that ignores Latinos in Central Florida."

Such sharp exchanges have typified the sometimes-raucous public-input hearings, but Will Weatherford,
who chairs the House Redistricting Committee, said he appreciates the "diversity" of viewpoints expressed.

"If people want to say we're listening too much, we'll take that criticism. There will be plenty of time for people
to review the maps," said Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel.

State Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, acknowledged at Wednesday's raucous meeting the "tension" between
Fair Districts and gerrymandered districts designed to elect minorities. 

Mattox agrees.

"The tension between the Fair Districts constitutional amendment and the 1965 Voting Rights Act is real --
and not accidental. It’s part of a deliberate attempt to have all redistricting decisions ultimately made by the
courts," he said.

Other observers note the historic irony of liberals squabbling among themselves.

Progressive groups, including labor unions and trial lawyers, spent $4.2 million to place Fair Districts on the
2010 ballot. Now minority activists, who typically serve as political allies, see Fair Districts as a potential
impediment to establishing Hispanic and black districts.

Florida Republicans capitalized on the same internal split two decades ago to strike a deal with African-
American lawmakers to create a handful of "safe" black legislative and congressional districts while leaving



American lawmakers to create a handful of "safe" black legislative and congressional districts while leaving
the majority of seats for the GOP.

But Fair Districts has dealt a whole new set of cards this year, says Bob Sanchez, policy director at JMI.

"Legislators were left with a set of redistricting standards so confusing and contradictory that any plans they
might devise for new legislative and congressional districts are certain to be challenged in court on some
basis or other. 

"It’s akin to asking a milling group of teenagers to line up alphabetically by height," he said.

--

Reach Kenric Ward at kward@sunshinestatenews.com or at (772) 559-4719.
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Capital Soup » Blog Archive » Florida Legislature to Hold
Public Redistricting Meetings in Southeast Florida
Tallahassee, Fla. – The Florida House and Senate redistricting committees will hold their next round of joint
public meetings in Southeast Florida.  Meetings will take place in Stuart, Boca Raton, Davie, Miami and
South Miami, as well as Key West from Monday, August 15, to Thursday, August 18.

These meetings will give the public an opportunity to start the conversation about redistricting and share
their ideas directly with Florida legislators.  For more information on the Florida House and Senate’s
redistricting efforts, please visit the web pages launched by both the House (www.floridaredistricting.org) and
the Senate (www.flsenate.gov/Redistricting).

ALL INTERESTED MEDIA ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND:

What:             Public Redistricting Meeting – Stuart
Date:               Monday, August 15, 2011
Time:              6 p.m. – 9 p.m. EDT
Location:        Blake Library
2351 SE Monterey Rd.
Stuart, FL 34996
Note:               Media Availability to Immediately Follow

What:             Public Redistricting Meeting – Boca Raton
Date:               Tuesday, August 16, 2011
Time:              10 a.m. – 1 p.m. EDT
Location:        Florida Atlantic University
777 Glades Rd.
Boca Raton, FL 33431
Note:               Media Availability to Immediately Follow

What:             Public Redistricting Meeting – Davie
Date:               Tuesday, August 16, 2011
Time:              6 p.m. – 9 p.m. EDT
Location:        Broward College (Gym)
3501 Southwest Davie Road
Davie, FL 33312
Note:               Media Availability to Immediately Follow

What:             Public Redistricting Meeting – Miami
Date:               Wednesday, August 17, 2011
Time:              10 a.m. – 2 p.m. EDT
Location:        Miami Dade College
300 NE 2nd Ave.
Miami, FL 33132
Note:               Media Availability to Immediately Follow

What:             Public Redistricting Meeting – South Miami
Date:               Wednesday, August 17, 2011
Time:              6 p.m. – 9 p.m. EDT
Location:        Florida International University College of Law
11200 SW 8th St.
Miami, FL 33199
Note:               Media Availability to Immediately Follow

What:             Public Redistricting Meeting – Key West
Date:               Thursday, August 18, 2011
Time:              4 p.m. – 7 p.m. EDT
Location:        Florida Key Community College
5901 College Road
Key West, FL 33040

http://capitalsoup.com/2011/08/09/florida-legislature-to-hold-public-redistricting-meetings-in-southeast-florida/
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Inside The Lines powered by Three Bridges Advisors
Speaker Dean Cannon  today released the following statement regarding the
request from the League of Women Voters of Florida, the NAACP, Democracia
U.S.A and Florida Common Cause to set a time certain for the legislative
approval of Florida’s new maps.

“The legislative process is governed by the constitution of the State of
Florida and that is the only timetable we will follow.
“Given the League’s complete refusal to meaningfully participate in the
redistricting process by submitting any proposed maps themselves, this is
clearly another politically motivated ruse that attempts to mislead the
public and increase the chance the districts will end up being drawn by the courts.”

Category: Legislative HeadLINES
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Voting groups ask lawmakers for timeline on redistricting –
Central Florida Political Pulse – Orlando Sentinel#comment-
43229#comment-43229
TALLAHASSEE– The Florida League of Women Voters, Florida NAACP, Common Cause Florida and
Democracia USA sent a letter to legislative leaders Wednesday asking them to adopt a redistricting timeline
that would require both the House and Senate to vote on new maps for congressional and legislative districts
no later than Jan. 13, 2012.

“We need to our Legislative Leaders to ensure there will be no chaos and confusion for candidates and
voters,” said Deidre MacNab, president of the League of Women Voters. “We call upon them to adopt a
timeline that makes sense for the people of Florida and allows for greater public input when they do get
around to showing the citizens that maps that will be voted on.”

The timeline suggested by the groups sets an Oct. 3 deadline for all potential redistricting plans to be
submitted and then a Dec. 1 deadline for all committee hearings on the maps to be concluded. Under their
plan, the floor votes would then take place Jan. 13, 2012.

“Following this proposed timeline will allow Florida citizens a greater opportunity to consider and comment on
the maps you are about to pass,” the letter says. “And it allows an extra two months for court and Justice
Department reviews making the possibility of orderly elections more real.”

The letter was sent to Senate President Mike Haridopolos, House Speaker Dean Cannon, Sen. Don
Gaetz, R-Niceville, and Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel. It was then cc’d to the entire Legislature.

The letter followed an op-ed piece by Rep. Kelli Stargel, R-Lakeland, castigating the League for
complaining about the Legislature’s lack of maps while not drawing its own maps.

“At the end of the day, the league’s political smear tactics and name-calling do not help draw a single line.
Drawing the lines takes ideas, and it is clear that the League of Women Voters’ leadership is more interested
in their talking-points than in having a real discussion about where the lines should go,” Stargel wrote in the
Sentinel.

“Activism is about more than complaining. If the league doesn’t trust the Legislature to draw the maps, then it
needs to submit some of its own.

“Where are the league’s maps?”

Late in the day, Cannon’s office responded.

“The legislative process is governed by the constitution of the State of Florida and that is the only timetable
we will follow,” Cannon said in a release.

“Given the League’s complete refusal to meaningfully participate in the redistricting process by submitting
any proposed maps themselves, this is clearly another politically motivated ruse that attempts to mislead the
public and increase the chance the districts will end up being drawn by the courts.”

http://blogs.orlandosentinel.com/news_politics/2011/08/voting-groups-ask-lawmakers-for-timeline-on-redistricting.html/comment-page-1#comment-43229
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/os-ed-redistricting-maps-kelli-starge20110809,0,1242963.story
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Capital Soup » Blog Archive » Statement by Speaker
Cannon Regarding the Timeline for Florida’s Redistricting
Process
Tallahassee–Florida House Speaker Dean Cannon (R-Winter Park) today released the following statement
regarding the request from the League of Women Voters of Florida, the NAACP, Democracia U.S.A and
Florida Common Cause to set a time certain for the legislative approval of Florida’s new maps.

“The legislative process is governed by the constitution of the State of Florida and that is the only timetable
we will follow.
“Given the League’s complete refusal to meaningfully participate in the redistricting process by submitting
any proposed maps themselves, this is clearly another politically motivated ruse that attempts to mislead the
public and increase the chance the districts will end up being drawn by the courts.”

http://capitalsoup.com/2011/08/10/statement-by-speaker-cannon-regarding-the-timeline-for-floridas-redistricting-process/
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Inside The Lines powered by Three Bridges Advisors
Speaker Dean Cannon  today released the following statement regarding the
request from the League of Women Voters of Florida, the NAACP, Democracia
U.S.A and Florida Common Cause to set a time certain for the legislative
approval of Florida’s new maps.

“The legislative process is governed by the constitution of the State of
Florida and that is the only timetable we will follow.
“Given the League’s complete refusal to meaningfully participate in the
redistricting process by submitting any proposed maps themselves, this is
clearly another politically motivated ruse that attempts to mislead the
public and increase the chance the districts will end up being drawn by the courts.”

Category: Legislative HeadLINES
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Inside The Lines powered by Three Bridges Advisors
The News Service of Florida reports that four voting-rights organizations sent a
letter to key lawmakers Wednesday asking them to accelerate the Legislature’s
timeline for the once-a-decade redistricting process. In the letter — signed by the
NAACP, League of Women Voters of Florida, Democracia USA and Common
Cause — the groups say the current timeline doesn’t ensure the maps will be
approved and clear the necessary legal hurdles soon enough to avoid ” disaster”
at the polls. “Failure to approve maps in early January 2012 will most assuredly
delay final approval of new districts until close to election day thus causing
massive voter confusion and precluding organized, thoughtful elections,” the
groups wrote. Their plan calls for lawmakers to face an Oct. 3 deadline for filing
their plans, committees to finish work by the end of December and the full
Legislature to approve maps by Jan. 13 — the end of the first week of session.
Lawmakers have defended the current process — one of the latest in the nation — by saying the Florida
Constitution requires the maps to be approved next year, and that the courts and the U.S. Department of
Justice should work to quickly review Florida’s maps. “That same logic should apply to the Legislature which
has the unilateral ability to control itsown timeline,” the four organizations wrote in Wednesday’s letter. In a
statement issued by his office, House Speaker Dean Cannon said the letter wasn’t credible. “Given the
League’s complete refusal to meaningfully participate in the redistricting process by submitting any proposed
maps themselves, this is clearly another politically motivated ruse that attempts to mislead the public and
increase the chance the districts will end up being drawn by the courts,” said Cannon, R-Winter Park.

Category: Latest HeadLINES
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Redistricting maps League of Women Voters: League of
Women Voters should stop asking for redistricting maps and
draw them
By Kelli Stargel | Special to the Sentinel August 10, 2011

Recently, Deirdre Macnab of the Florida League of Women Voters submitted a column concerning the
process the Florida House and Senate are using to redraw political districts in the state ("Voters are being
set up in Fair Districts scheme," Orlando Sentinel, July 26) It focused on one basic question: Where are the
maps?

A better question is: Where aren't the maps? We have current maps displayed as a starting point. We have
maps submitted by citizens. We have maps submitted by university students and a lot of public suggestions.
Drawing "take it, or leave it" maps in smoke-filled rooms of the State Capitol might pass muster in other
states, but Floridians deserve better. People deserve a voice in government, and here in Florida, they have
one.

During the 2011-12 redistricting, the Legislature is asking Floridians to start the process of redrawing the
maps that will determine our representation in Tallahassee and in Washington, D.C., for the next decade.

Anyone can participate. We are traveling to more than two-dozen cities to listen and to take public testimony.
We have created a state-of-the-art computer program that provides Floridians the opportunity to draw and
submit their own maps.

And, we are taking emails, videos, blog entries and social media comments of any and every kind.

We understand that drawing maps is complicated, so if people need a frame of reference, they don't have to
look far. We have maps displayed — not only the existing House, Senate and congressional maps, but also
new maps drawn and created by everyday Floridians — at each of the meetings, and on the Internet.

To date, we have hundreds of ideas from Florida residents. We have specific suggestions and even entire
maps that give the Legislature a great starting point. If people want to see these maps, they can visit
http://www.floridaredistricting.org . We will start the committee process with these very maps, drawn and
submitted by members of the public. So, if you want to see the maps, take a look. Let us know what you
think, or submit a map with ideas of your own.

While we've received all kinds of input from Floridians across the state, what we haven't received is a single
comment from the League of Women Voters on where the new lines should be drawn.

Macnab was correct when she mentioned that we have heard the presenters asking the same questions
over and over. That's because many of those presenters are reading from the same script — prepared and
distributed by the League of Women Voters.

Apparently, we haven't received a single suggestion because the league has been too busy discouraging
public input, discrediting the public-hearing process and disrupting the entire redistricting effort.

That wasn't the case 10 years ago. The last time districts were redrawn, the League of Women Voters drew
and submitted maps. That takes courage. It takes guts to put your thoughts out there, but the league did,
and that should be respected and commended.

Yet, a decade later, despite tremendous advances in technology, the league sent an email to the House
redistricting chairman stating that its members would not be drawing maps. Why not? Why would a
"government in action" organization that has worked to give voters a voice for more than 30 years, and drew
maps 10 year ago, suddenly issue a gag order?

At the end of the day, the league's political smear tactics and name-calling do not help draw a single line.
Drawing the lines takes ideas, and it is clear that the League of Women Voters' leadership is more interested
in their talking-points than in having a real discussion about where the lines should go.

http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/os-ed-redistricting-maps-kelli-starge20110809,0,1242963.story
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Activism is about more than complaining. If the league doesn't trust the Legislature to draw the maps, then it
needs to submit some of its own.

Where are the league's maps?

State Rep. Kelli Stargel, a Republican from Lakeland, serves on the Senate Redistricting
Subcommittee in the Florida House  .
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Fair Districts want fast action on redistricting
by John Kennedy | August 10th, 2011

Supporters of the so-called Fair Districts amendments guiding redistricting want the Legislature to meet a
strict, early deadline next year for redrawing congressional and legislative boundaries.

The Legislature convenes early next year — Jan. 10 — to begin redistricting work. And Fair Districts wants
lawmakers to move fast — with a demand that a vote on final plans for the new district maps to be set for
Jan. 13.

“While the redistricting committees are traveling the state to get input on what maps should look like, the
Florida League of Women Voters, Democracia U.S.A., and other backers of the Fair Districts standards
wrote lawmakers Wednesday seeking faster action on the final plans — to give them time for more “public
input,” presumably in court.

“We need to…ensure there will be no chaos and confusion for candidates and voters,” said Deidre
Macnab, president of the Florida League of Women Voters. “We call upon (legislators) to adotp a timeline
that makes sense for the people of Florida.”

The Fair Districts’ Amendments 5 and 6 require that district lines be contiguous and compact, shaped largely
by city, county and geographic boundaries. The amendments, pushed by Democratic-allied organizations,
were aimed at blunting ruling Republicans’ ability to draw wide-ranging districts to help incumbents or the
party’s candidates.

The legislature’s redistricting public hearings will renew Aug. 15, from 6 to 9 p.m., at Stuart’s Blake Library.
The next day, lawmakers are scheduled to hear from voters at Florida Atlantic University in Boca Raton from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. It’s the lone meeting planned for Palm Beach County.

http://www.postonpolitics.com/2011/08/fair-districts-want-fast-action-on-redistricting/
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Florida redistricting: Lawmakers seek to draw voters into
Florida redistricting process
By Will Weatherford and Don Gaetz August 10, 2011

During the regular session that starts Jan. 10, the Legislature must redraw Florida's legislative and
congressional district boundaries based on the 2010 Census. In keeping with the Sunshine State's strong
commitment to transparency in government, the Florida Legislature has been working hard to ensure that
you will have unprecedented access to all of the information, tools and resources that you need to impact
the redistricting process.

With that responsibility in mind, this summer we are hosting a series of 26 public meetings on redistricting
throughout the state.

The next leg of our trip goes from the Treasure Coast through Palm Beach and Broward counties. Stops
include Florida Atlantic University's campus in Boca Raton from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. Aug. 16, and from 6 p.m.
until 9 p.m. at the Davie campus of Broward College.

The purpose of these public hearings is to listen to you. We want to get your thoughts about what you
believe are the important facts and unique characteristics of your community. We have heard some
incredibly helpful testimony from residents from the Panhandle, Northeast and Central Florida. We hope that
you will share your thoughts on how your communities have changed in the last 10 years.

Those who cannot attend but would like to listen to the meeting can access a live web stream provided by
the Florida Channel at http://www.thefloridachannel.org. If you cannot attend or tune in to the web stream,
there are still many ways to actively participate in the redistricting process.

We invite you to visit the Web pages hosted by the Florida House of Representatives
(www.floridaredistricting.org) and the Florida Senate (www.flsenate.gov/Redistricting). Both sites are filled
with information about redistricting and allow users to create and submit your own redistricting maps using
the same data and tools that legislators will use to draw legislative and congressional boundaries.

The online district building applications were created with you in mind, and include training resources that
can help you get started drawing your own plan. Demonstrations of the web applications will be set up
outside of each community meeting, and everyone will have a chance to ask House and Senate staff about
the applications and the redistricting process in general.

Floridians can also go online to submit comments, to access committee and public hearing schedules, or
simply to keep up with the latest information on the process. Legislators will use your feedback, comments
and submitted plans to help construct their redistricting proposals.

This is your opportunity to help shape the districts that form the basis of your representation in Tallahassee
and Washington, D.C. We invite you to stay informed about the process through the tools and information
online, and we hope that you will join us at one or more redistricting public hearings to make your voice
heard.

Rep. Will Weatherford is chairman of the House Redistricting Committee. Sen. Don Gaetz is chairman of the
Senate Reapportionment Committee.
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Voting-rights groups call for quicker redistricting
The News Service of Florida- Four voting-rights organizations sent a letter to key
lawmakers Wednesday asking them to accelerate the Legislature's timeline for the
once-a-decade redistricting process. In the letter -- signed by the NAACP, League of
Women Voters of Florida, Democracia USA and Common Cause -- the groups say the current timeline
doesn't ensure the maps will be approved and clear the necessary legal hurdles soon enough to avoid
"disaster" at the polls.

"Failure to approve maps in early January 2012 will most assuredly delay final approval of new districts until
close to Election Day thus causing massive voter confusion and precluding organized, thoughtful elections,"
the groups wrote. Their plan calls for lawmakers to face an Oct. 3 deadline for filing their plans, committees
to finish work by the end of December and the full Legislature to approve maps by Jan. 13 -- the end of the
first week of session. Lawmakers have defended the current process -- one of the latest in the nation -- by
saying the Florida Constitution requires the maps to be approved next year, and that the courts and the U.S.
Department of Justice should work to quickly review Florida's maps. "That same logic should apply to the
Legislature which has the unilateral ability to control its own timeline," the four organizations wrote in
Wednesday's letter. In a statement issued by his office, House Speaker Dean Cannon said the letter wasn't
credible. "Given the (League of Women Voters') complete refusal to meaningfully participate in the
redistricting process by submitting any proposed maps themselves, this is clearly another politically
motivated ruse that attempts to mislead the public and increase the chance the districts will end up being
drawn by the courts," said Cannon, R-Winter Park.

COURTS

APPEALS COURT UPHOLDS BROWARD COMMISSION TERM LIMITS
An  appeals court on Wednesday reversed a lower court decision and upheld term limits for Broward County
commissioners. Ruling in Snipes v. Telli, the 4th District Court of Appeal said the state constitution doesn't
prohibit the county's voters from changing the county charter to impose term limits on the commission, which
voters did in 2000. A trial court had agreed with Fort Lauderdale resident William Telli that the law violated
the constitution. Judge Robert Gross, writing the opinion for the unanimous three judge panel of the 4th
DCA, agreed that term limits can't be imposed in individual counties for certain offices, such as sheriff or tax
collector, because of a need for some uniformity around the state. But those needs "are less applicable to
the county’s governing body," Gross wrote. "The organization of a county’s governing body, exercising broad
powers of home rule over its own territory, need not be kept uniform by the Constitution, but may rather be
fashioned to suit the particular wants and needs of the voters of the county they serve."

FOURTH DCA REVERSES CRASH AWARD AGAINST DOT
The 4th District Court of Appeal on Wednesday reversed a $1.7 million negligence award  to the family of a
police officer who died in a crash in which his family alleged that bad median design partly led to his death.
The state Department of Transportation had appealed the award, in which it was found partly at fault in the
death of Orestes Lorenzo because of the design of a curb and landscaping in the intersection where the
2004 accident occurred in Pembroke Pines. A unanimous three judge panel of the 4th DCA said that the trial
court should have dismissed the DOT on sovereign immunity grounds.

LOBBYING

BISHOP TO STEP DOWN FROM AIF
Barney Bishop is stepping down as president and CEO of Associated Industries of Florida effective at the
end of the year, saying there are "other things in life – other passsions" that he wants to pursue. Bishop will
continue through 2012 in a consulting arrangement with the business group. "Barney has accomplished
great things at AIF by rebuilding our membership and enhancing our effectiveness in the halls of the Florida
Capitol," said Erika Alba, Chair of the AIF Board of Directors. "His passion and his unequaled round the clock
effort to rebuild AIF will be missed.  Anyone that knows Barney knows that he worked diligently, going
wherever he needed to, in order to promote AIF to all sectors of Florida."

LOOKING AHEAD TO THURSDAY

VILSACK TO PROMOTE EVERGLADES CLEANUP, BIOFUEL PRODUCTION

http://www.flcourier.com/flflorida/5894-voting-rights-groups-call-for-quicker-redistricting
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U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack and Florida officials will be joined by farmers and conservationists on
a visit Thursday to the 550-acre Winding Waters Wetland Preserve in Palm Beach County to announce
several "major projects" to restore and protect wetlands in the Northern Everglades Watershed, the U.S.
Department of Agrciculture announced. Later Thursday, Vilsack will tour an INEOS New Planet BioEnergy
facility in Vero Beach. The facility got a USDA loan guarantee to build and operate a biorefinery that
produces cellulosic ethanol and 6 megawatts of electricity. There, he will announce a series of joint USDA
and U.S. Department of Energy grants to spur research into improving the efficiency and cost-effectiveness
of growing biofuel and bioenergy crops.
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Your chance to be heard on redistricting - Other Views
BY REP. WILL WEATHERFORDAND SEN. DON GAETZ

During the regular session that starts Jan. 10, the State Legislature must redraw Florida’s legislative and
congressional district boundaries based on the 2010 Census. This historic event happens just once every
10 years, as directed by the U.S. and Florida constitutions.

In keeping with the Sunshine State’s strong commitment to transparency in government, the Florida
Legislature has been working hard to ensure that you will have unprecedented access to all of the
information, tools and resources that you need to participate in the redistricting process. 

With that responsibility in mind, this summer we are hosting a series of 26 public meetings on redistricting
throughout the state. 

We head to Miami Dade College’s Wolfson Campus in downtown Miami from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. on
Wednesday, August 17.  Later that day, we will go to Florida International University’s Law School Auditorium
on the Modesto A. Maidique Campus in western Miami-Dade County from 6-9 p.m. The week of public
hearings concludes with a stop in Key West on Thursday, Aug. 18, at Florida Keys Community College from
4-7 p.m.

The meeting in Key West will also give residents of Monroe County, a jurisdiction covered under Section 5 of
the federal Voting Rights Act, the opportunity to comment on how redistricting uniquely affects their
communities.

The purpose of these public hearings is to listen to constituents. Miami-Dade County has changed
dramatically in the last 10 years.  We want to get your thoughts about what you believe are the important
facts and unique characteristics of your community. We will provide opportunities for an open dialogue
between legislators and the public throughout the process; however, legislators will dedicate the time spent
in your community to hearing from you. 

Those who cannot attend but who would like to listen to the meeting can access a live web stream provided
by the Florida Channel at www.thefloridachannel.org. If you cannot attend or tune-in to the web stream there
are still many ways to actively participate in the redistricting process.

 We invite you to visit the web pages hosted by the Florida House of
Representatives (www.floridaredistricting.org) and the Florida Senate (www.flsenate.gov/Redistricting). Both
sites are filled with information about redistricting and allow users to create and submit their own redistricting
maps using the same data and tools that legislators will use to draw legislative and congressional
boundaries. 

The online district-building applications were created with you in mind, and include training resources that
can help you get started drawing your own plan. Demonstrations of the web applications will be set up
outside of each community meeting, and everyone will have a chance to ask House and Senate staff about
the applications and the redistricting process in general.

Floridians can also go online to submit comments, to access committee and public hearing schedules, or
simply to keep up with the latest information on the process. Legislators will use your feedback, comments
and submitted plans to help construct their redistricting proposals.

This is your opportunity to help shape the districts that form the basis of your representation in Tallahassee
and Washington, D.C. We invite you to stay informed about the process through the tools and information
online, and we hope that you will join us at one or more redistricting public hearings to make your voice
heard.

Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, is chair of the House Redistricting Committee. Sen. Don Gaetz, R-
Niceville, is chair of the Senate Reapportionment Committee.

http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/08/10/2353737/your-chance-to-be-heard-on-redistricting.html
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http://www.flsenate.gov/Redistricting
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Florida Haitians Calling For Fair Redistricting As State Setting To Draw New Lines

MIAMI - Local, state and federal governments have all set in place commissions or committees to help
their citizens draw new district lines for themselves based on population shifts. This is a process that
occurs every decade after the publication of the census results. 

Learning from the past, major Haitian-American Civil Society organizations including: the Haitian-
American Forum, Sant La, the Haitian-American Grassroots Coalition (HAGC) and other groups have
consolidated their resources in order to serve as the collective voice designed to help guide the
community’s interests. Serving under the umbrella of the Haitian-American Task-Force on
Redistricting, this group is organized “ to inform and engage the Haitian community through
participation in all public hearings in order to protect our collective interest”, said Gepsie Metellus,
Task-Force Member and long time community advocate. “I am reminded of the damage caused by
some policymakers a decade ago, as our community was emerging and attempted to seek fair
representation”, said Carmeleau Monestime, a co-Chair of the Task-Force. 

The State of Florida Redistricting Commission is holding hearings to hear the public regarding
congressional and state redistricting. These hearings will be held this Wednesday, August 17, 2011.
The first hearing will be held at the Miami-Dade College Wolfson Campus Downtown 300 NE 2 Avenue,
Miami, Building 1000, Second Floor 10:00 am-2:00 pm; the second hearing will be held at the Florida
International University South Campus at 8 Street SW and 16 Street. 

Send This Story to a Friend
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Fla officials talk redistricting with residents - State &
Regional - Wire
South Floridians will get a chance to weigh on the future of their state and congressional districts.

But they may find lawmakers short on specifics. Officials have yet to draw up proposed maps.

Still residents can go to http://www.flsenate.gov/redistricting and design their own for the meetings.

The series of public hearings begin Monday in Stuart and end Thursday in the Keys.

Based on the 2010 U.S. Census, Florida must carve out two new congressional districts. Voters last year
also approved amendments prohibiting state and federal districts from being drawn to favor incumbents or
any political party, which will likely affect existing districts.

The GOP-led legislature tried to block the amendments, and the State House and three Florida members of
Congress are still challenging them in court.

http://www.bradenton.com/2011/08/12/3415991/fla-officials-talk-redistricting.html


gotowncrier.com http://gotowncrier.com/redistricting-forums-in-stuart-aug-and-boca-raton-aug-p25263-86.htm

Redistricting Forums In Stuart Aug. 15 And Boca Raton Aug.
16
Redistricting Forums In Stuart Aug. 15 And Boca Raton Aug. 16

Ron Bukley

• August 12, 2011
Palm Beach County residents will have their chance to comment on the
state’s redistricting process next week.

The redistricting committee started meeting a month ago in the
Panhandle and is working its way south, according to State Rep. Joseph
Abruzzo (D-District 85), who is one of two representatives from Palm
Beach County participating in the hearings.

Meetings are scheduled in Stuart on Monday, Aug. 15 from 6 to 9 p.m.
and Boca Raton on Tuesday, Aug. 16 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

“We have had public input from all different areas and communities, and it has been very helpful to the
committee to hear concerns and things that the residents would like to see remain intact,” Abruzzo said.
“There are often some conflicting views. Some want more representation in a specific area, and others would
like singular representation so it’s a one-stop shop so they know where to go.”

Every 10 years, the state legislature redraws district boundaries for Florida’s state house, state senate and
congressional delegations based on newly released U.S. Census data. This is the first time the process will
be governed by newly enacted state constitutional amendments that require more compact and contiguous
district lines.

At the hearings thus far, some residents have complained that their area has three different representatives,
and they don’t know which one to go to. Others say they like having three different representatives because
it gives them more people to support their issues in Tallahassee, Abruzzo said.

“It’s great to hear this type of public input because it varies by community,” he said. “We’re going to be
drawing the lines for the entire state. For me to understand what the different viewpoints are geographically
has been a benefit, and it was a very good idea to have the public meetings. We have ours coming up in
Palm Beach County, and I encourage as much input as possible.”

Abruzzo noted that individuals interested in participating even have the chance to draw exactly the district
maps they desire. Map templates are available at www. floridaredistricting.org.

“If the residents have the time to draw a map, it will be put into the public record and it will be something the
committee will have to take into consideration once we start drawing the lines during committee weeks,” he
said. “It would be a very beneficial tool for individuals or groups to draw maps.”

Abruzzo said that so far, the hearings have been open and transparent.

“The voters overwhelmingly passed Amendments 5 and 6 and made it clear that they want fair districts, and I
am going to be fighting as hard as I can to ensure that we have fair districts that do not benefit any political
party or incumbent.”

Abruzzo said that the majority party has indicated that it intends to make the process open and transparent
every step of the way, including when it goes to committee, although there are more Republicans than
Democrats on the committee.

“Speaker [Dean] Cannon has been very stern from day one that he wants the process to be fair and nobody
to be playing games, and everything thus far has indicated an honest and honorable process,” he said.

When public comment ends, the members will go into committee meetings. The house and senate
redistricting committees will meet in the fall, and the final maps will be voted on during the 2012 legislative
session.

http://gotowncrier.com/redistricting-forums-in-stuart-aug-and-boca-raton-aug-p25263-86.htm


session.

There are actually three redistricting committees, one for each set of lines that need to be drawn.

“I serve on the Congressional Redistricting Committee, where I will be helping shape the look of the U.S.
congressional districts in the State of Florida,” Abruzzo said.

After the committees meet, full votes will be taken in both chambers, and the maps that pass will be sent to
the governor.

Abruzzo said there are two state representatives from Palm Beach County participating in the process,
himself and State Rep. Mack Bernard (D-District 84). He said he has gained insight as to how people want
their districts to look after decades of gerrymandering in the past.

“Not being part of the process in the past, it’s hard for me to compare,” Abruzzo said. “However, all I can say
at this point is everything has been open and transparent and the Republican leadership has been willing to
let Democrats engage every step of the way.”

However, it is hard to interject partisanship into public hearings. He does not know if partisanship will kick in
later in the process.

“We haven’t got into the committees where we have truly started to draw the lines yet,” he said. “So we’re not
at the point where we’re fighting over what we think is a fair district and what the majority party thinks is a
good or bad district line.”

At that point, Abruzzo hopes the legislature will think of the public good.

“Do I think there will be some disagreements?” he asked. “Absolutely. Do I think that we will make every
attempt to work in a bipartisan way and do what’s best for all of Florida to include everybody? I sure hope
so.”

Local public input sessions will be held Monday, Aug. 15 from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Blake Library (2351 SE
Monterrey Road, Stuart) and Tuesday, Aug. 16 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Florida Atlantic University (777
Glades Road, Boca Raton). Visit www.floridaredistricting.org for more info.

  ShareThis
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AP News : News Herald
MIAMI (AP) -- South Floridians will get a chance to weigh on the future of their state and congressional
districts.

But they may find lawmakers short on specifics. Officials have yet to draw up proposed maps.

Still residents can go to http://www.flsenate.gov/redistricting and design their own for the meetings.

The series of public hearings begin Monday in Stuart and end Thursday in the Keys.

Based on the 2010 U.S. Census, Florida must carve out two new congressional districts. Voters last year
also approved amendments prohibiting state and federal districts from being drawn to favor incumbents or
any political party, which will likely affect existing districts.

The GOP-led legislature tried to block the amendments, and the State House and three Florida members of
Congress are still challenging them in court.

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/F/FL_CONGRESSIONAL_REDISTRICTING_FLOL-?SITE=FLPLA&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
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Rep. Randolph Wants Billing Records for Redistricting
Lawsuit
State Rep. Scott Randolph, D-Orlando, asked Speaker Dean Cannon Thursday for expenditure records
related to a lawsuit the House is waging against a Fair Districts constitutional amendment approved by voters
last year.

It is the second time he has requested the information, as a previous attempt was rebuffed by Cannon over
concerns the records would divulge the chamber's legal strategy. The House and U.S. Reps. Mario Diaz-
Balart, a Republican, and Corrine Brown, a Democrat, are fighting an amendment that requires the Florida
Legislature to draw new legislative and congressional districts without favoring incumbents or racial or
language minorities.

Randolph says he is "politely" making his request again before seeking a legal solution, and doesn't believe
billing records would give away legal strategy.

"I have respectfully requested to review certain billing records and have, instead, received a letter of denial
from the House general counsel. Rather than move directly to litigation over this matter, I am politely
requesting again that your office release these records per Florida's public records laws," the letter to
Cannon states.

He also takes Cannon to task over his logic in denying the request.

"It is difficult to believe that past billing records would disclose current litigation strategy or legal theory. I
would expect your attorneys to have the good sense to put that in work product memos -- not in the middle of
a billing record," the letter states.

http://www.sunshinestatenews.com/blog/rep-randolph-wants-billing-records-redistricting-lawsuit
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Dean Cannon: League of Women Voters 'Misleads' the
Public on Redistricting

The nonstop grousing by the Florida League of Women Voters and assorted other "progressive" groups got
a smack-down from Florida House Speaker Dean Cannon Wednesday.

Responding to complaints about a lack of redistricting maps and unsubstantiated allegations that the fix was
in for Republicans, Cannon, R-Winter Park, responded to calls from the LWV, NAACP, Democracia U.S.A.
and Florida Common Cause demanding a "time certain" for the legislative approval of Florida’s new maps.

In a statement, Cannon said: 

“The legislative process is governed by the Constitution of the state of Florida and that is the only timetable
we will follow.  

“Given the League’s complete refusal to meaningfully participate in the redistricting process by submitting
any proposed maps themselves, this is clearly another politically motivated ruse that attempts to mislead the
public and increase the chance the districts will end up being drawn by the courts.”

http://www.sunshinestatenews.com/blog/dean-cannon-league-women-voters-mislead-public-redistricting
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Tired of lawmakers using your money to subvert your vote?
Tell them on Monday night » TCPalm.com
If there was an award for the most dumbfounding district in Florida, state Rep. Steve Perman's would be a
leading contender.

The Democrat from Boca Raton represents District 78, which bleeds across southern Palm Beach County,
lurches into parts of western Martin County, bites off a chunk of Okeechobee County and jaunts into a
narrow stretch of northern St. Lucie County.

It looks like a giant, deformed boot.

State Rep. Gayle Harrell's doughnut-like district would be in the running, too. The Stuart Republican's District
81 leaves a gaping hole around the Martin-St. Lucie County line.

It's no wonder so many people don't vote. It's easier to decode a Rorschach test than pinpoint a district
boundary.

That's why Florida voters approved Amendments 5 and 6 — also known as the "Fair Districts" amendments
— in November.

We were sick of politicians gerrymandering districts to increase their likelihood of re-election. We wanted
districts that made more sense.

The constitutional amendments require congressional and state legislative districts to be compact and follow
city and county lines whenever possible.

Yet some of our state lawmakers — most notably House Speaker Dean Cannon — are funneling taxpayer
money into blocking them.

If you don't like the idea of lawmakers using our taxpayer money to subvert our own votes, you have a
chance to sound off about it 6-9 p.m. Monday at the Blake Library in Stuart.

That's when redistricting committees from the state House and Senate are hosting a meeting (one of 26
around the state) to hear what you think about the process.

It's your chance to tell lawmakers whether you're outraged, supportive or indifferent.

Before you go, here's some background on the legal skirmish:

Two of Florida's members of Congress — Democrat Corrine Brown and Republican Mario Diaz-Balart — filed
a lawsuit last year that attempts to overturn Amendment 6 (the one that related to congressional districts).
Both minorities, they argued that the amendments would dilute minority representation.

In January, the Florida House joined the suit. Since the Florida Secretary of State is the defendant,
taxpayers are shelling out money on both sides of the battle, according to PolitiFact Florida.

And they wonder why we get fed up with politics.

This isn't a party-line issue. Over the decades, both Democrats and Republicans have been guilty of drawing
district lines with their own interests in mind. New technology makes the risks even greater as data and
mapping programs have made gerrymandering a virtual science.

The results: In 2004, not a single incumbent state lawmaker lost re-election, according to PolitiFact.

Call me a cynic, but I find it hard to believe they were all doing that great a job.

Perman told me Monday he supports Amendments 5 and 6 and expects his district to look very different
when the once-a-decade redistricting process is complete.

"It needs to be compact," he said. "There needs to be no favoring of a political party or candidate."

http://www.tcpalm.com/news/2011/aug/10/eve-samples-tired-of-lawmakers-using-your-money/
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If you can't make the meeting in Stuart on Monday, visit the websites launched by the House
(www.floridaredistricting.org) and the Senate (www.flsenate.gov/redistricting).

There, you can suggest district boundaries and submit feedback.

If you can attend, take advantage of the rare opportunity to talk directly to the people who have such
powerful influence over our state.

Of course, not all of them listen.

Rep. Chris Dorworth, a Republican from Lake Mary who is in line to become a House Speaker, fooled around
on his iPad during a redistricting meeting in Orlando last month, Orlando Sentinel columnist Scott Maxwell
reported.What was he doing while citizens voiced their concerns?He spent at least some of that time "liking"
a Facebook page for a plastic surgery clinic in Palm Beach.

Eve Samples is a columnist for Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapers. This column reflects her opinion. For
more on Martin County topics, follow her blog at TCPalm.com/samples. Contact her at 772-221-4217
or eve.samples@scripps.com.

http://www.floridaredistricting.org/
http://www.flsenate.gov/redistricting
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Want to end gerrymandering in Florida? Opportunity now at
hand for Treasure Coast residents to speak out on
redistricting » TCPalm.com
Members of the Florida Legislature are holding public hearings — a total of 26 — throughout the state to
discuss the redistricting process and seek input from citizens. The lone meeting on the Treasure Coast is set
for 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Aug. 15 at the Blake Library, 2351 S.E. Monterey Road, Stuart. To view a full schedule of
meetings, learn more about the redistricting process or RSVP for the Stuart meeting, log on to
www.floridaredistrcting.org.

Change — in the form of new Florida House and Senate, and congressional, districts — is coming soon to
the Treasure Coast.

It happens every 10 years. And it has the potential to impact our lives in multiple ways.

In "A Citizen's Guide to Redistricting, 2010 Edition," published by the Brennan Center for Justice at New York
University School of Law, authors Justin Levitt and Erika Wood write: "Why does redistricting matter? Our
representatives in local, state and federal government set the rules by which we live. In ways large and small,
they affect the taxes we pay, the food we eat, the air we breathe, the ways in which we make each other
safer and more secure. ... The way that voters are grouped into districts ... has an enormous influence on
who our representatives are, and what policies they fight for."

Each resident of the Treasure Coast has a stake in the state and congressional districts that ultimately will
be redrawn by the Florida Legislature in 2012. Consequently, public participation in the redistricting process
is vital.

The ideal number of residents in a congressional district, based on 2010 Census figures, will increase from
639,295 to 696,354. Census results show that the populations in District 15, represented by Bill Posey, R-
Rockledge, and District 16, represented by Tom Rooney, R-Tequesta, far exceed that number, and the
population of District 23, represented by Alcee Hastings, D-Miramar, is slightly less than the ideal.

Change is coming. If you desire to help shape our political boundaries, mark your calendar for Aug. 15.

Florida lawmakers have been holding public hearings throughout the state to solicit input from citizens. Key
legislators will be making a lone stop on the Treasure Coast during their redistricting tour — from 6 p.m. to 9
p.m. Aug. 15, at the Blake Library in Stuart. And Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, chair of the Senate
Reapportionment Committee, and Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, chair of the House Redistricting
Committee, have promised to listen to what you have to say.

In a guest column in today's paper, Gaetz and Weatherford write: "The purpose of these public hearings is to
listen to you, not for politicians to stand on their soapboxes. We want to get your thoughts about what you
believe are the important facts and unique characteristics of your community."

Of course, this statement needs to be put in proper context. Gaetz and Weatherford are members of the
same Florida Legislature fighting a legal battle to defeat the Fair Districts constitutional amendments
approved by 63 percent of voters in the fall. Among other things, these amendments are designed to restrict
political gerrymandering of state legislative and congressional districts, make districts follow natural
boundaries wherever possible, and ensure districts do not favor or disfavor a political party or incumbent.

Gaetz and Weatherford say they will be listening. Were they — and their colleagues — not listening when
voters spoke loudly in November?

Among the many messages the public needs to communicate to lawmakers at the Aug. 15 meeting are
these: 1) Don't gerrymander districts; and 2) Drop your legal challenge to the Fair Districts amendments.

Come 2012, we'll find out if state lawmakers actually were listening during their 26-stop redistricting tour —
or simply going through the motions.

http://www.tcpalm.com/news/2011/aug/12/editorial-want-to-end-gerrymandering-in-florida/
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Legislators looking forward to Florida residents' ideas on
redistricting » TCPalm.com
Jeff Parker, Florida Today

During the regular session that starts Jan. 10, the state Legislature must redraw
Florida's legislative and congressional district boundaries based on the 2010
Census. This historic event happens just once every 10 years, as directed by
the U.S. and Florida Constitutions.

In keeping with the Sunshine State's strong commitment to transparency in
government, the Florida Legislature has been working hard to ensure that you
will have unprecedented access to all of the information, tools, and resources
that you need to impact the redistricting process.

With that responsibility in mind, this summer we are hosting a series of 26 public meetings on redistricting
throughout the state.

The next leg of our trip goes from the Treasure Coast through the Palm Beaches, Broward, and Miami-Dade
down to the Keys.

Stops include the Blake Library in Stuart (6-9 p.m. Aug. 15); Florida Atlantic University's campus in Boca
Raton (10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Aug. 16), and the Davie campus of Broward College (6-9 p.m. Aug. 16). We head
south after that through Aug. 18, when we will meet in Key West.

The purpose of these public hearings is to listen to you, not for politicians to stand on their soapboxes. We
want to get your thoughts about what you believe are the important facts and unique characteristics of your
community. We have heard some incredibly helpful testimony from residents from the Panhandle, Northeast
and Central Florida. We hope that you will share your thoughts on how your communities have changed in
the last 10 years.

Those who cannot attend but would like to listen to the meeting can access a live Web stream provided by
the Florida Channel at thefloridachannel.org. If you cannot attend or tune-in to the stream there are still
many ways to actively participate in the redistricting process.

We invite you to visit the Web pages hosted by the Florida House of Representatives
(www.floridaredistricting.org) and the Florida Senate (www.flsenate.gov/Redistricting). Both sites are filled
with information about redistricting and allow users to create and submit your own redistricting maps using
the same data and tools that legislators will use to draw legislative and congressional boundaries.

The online district building applications were created with you in mind, and include training resources that
can help you get started drawing your own plan. Demonstrations of the web applications will be set up
outside of each community meeting, and everyone will have a chance to ask House and Senate staff about
the applications and the redistricting process in general.

Floridians can also go online to submit comments, to access committee and public hearing schedules, or
simply to keep up with the latest information on the process. Legislators will use your feedback, comments
and submitted plans to help construct their redistricting proposals.

This is your opportunity to help shape the districts that form the basis of your representation in Tallahassee
and Washington, D.C. We invite you to stay informed about the process through the tools and information
online, and we hope that you will join us at one or more redistricting public hearings to make your voice
heard.

http://www.tcpalm.com/news/2011/aug/12/will-weatherford-don-gaetz-legislators-looking/?partner=RSS
http://www.tcpalm.com/photos/2011/aug/11/324309/
http://www.floridaredistricting.org/
http://www.flsenate.gov/Redistricting
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Redistricting draw district maps: Lawmakers should drop the
charade, draw district maps
By Bryan Eastman | Special to the Sentinel 12:00 a.m. EDT, August 13, 2011

Last month, I, along with many of my fellow Central Floridians, made our way to the Bob Carr Performing Arts
Centre to speak our minds about redistricting. It was a handsome affair, with red drapes over tables being
manned by young men in suits, happy to educate us on the new redistricting software. New maps of
proposed districts by Florida residents lined the halls, as youthful workers pranced about with cameras and
asked what we would like to see done with the new districts.

It was all a charade.

I knew it, the legislators knew it, and the people attending the meeting knew it as well. Redistricting is a once-
in-a-decade chance for lawmakers to make sure that they and their party are able to stay in power. This is
not a discussion that is being taken lightly.

To put this in perspective, Florida has 600,000 more registered Democrats than Republicans. Yet, the
Republicans have supermajorities in the House and the Senate. The way the lines are drawn means
everything in terms of who stays in power, and both parties know this.

The lines, as they are drawn now, take only a glance to see how ridiculous they are. If you go to the
intersection of Lyman and New York avenues in the middle of Winter Park, you can cross the street and walk
through three congressional districts, and then walk a quarter mile north and enter a fourth.

This doesn't just ring true for federal seats, but state ones as well. We have state Rep. Andy Gardiner's
House District 40, which looks distinctly like a toilet. Or House Speaker Dean Cannon's District 35, the "dead
dog district," whose oversized "head" is centered around the Republican stronghold of Winter Park. The
district then snakes over into the east side to water down University of Central Florida and Hispanic votes.

Republicans aren't the only offenders. One of the most flagrant is U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown, a Democrat from
Jacksonville, whose congressional district starts in Jacksonville, flows down to Gainesville and snakes into
Sanford; it ends in the City Beautiful, Orlando. Brown has joined a Republican lawmaker, U.S. Rep. Mario
Diaz-Balart of Miami, in a lawsuit charging that the Fair Districts amendments could hurt representation of
minorities.

The saddest part about the redistricting issue is that it goes beyond having an "R" or a "D" in the majority.
This goes to the heart of democracy. The core of this American experiment in democracy is that the voters
get to pick their representatives, not the representatives picking their voters. That's why 63 percent of
Florida voters supported having Fair Districts in the first place. Yet the Legislature continues to fight the
implementation of these laws.

So far, the House has spent almost $1 million of our tax money to block the implementation of fair districts.

Now legislators are touring the state on our dime to make it seem like they care what we have to say, when
they don't at all. That's exactly why Rep. Chris Dorworth browsed Facebook during the hearings, and
Cannon didn't even bother showing up in his own city.

If these representatives really want to show us they're listening and they care about what the voters want,
they'll drop the lawsuit, come up with district maps, and vote on them in the first week of the legislative
session.

Email submissions of about 600 words to newvoices@orlandosentinel.com. Include a high-
resolution JPEG image of yourself.

Bryan Eastman, 22, of Tallahassee is studying political science at the University of Central Florida.
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Legislators looking forward to Florida residents' ideas on
redistricting
On August 15, 2011 in art

During the regular session that starts Jan. 10, the state Legislature must redraw
Florida’s legislative and congressional district boundaries based on the 2010
Census. this historic event happens just once every 10 years, as directed by the
U.S. and Florida Constitutions.

In keeping with the Sunshine State’s strong commitment to transparency in
government, the Florida Legislature has been working hard to ensure that you will
have unprecedented access to all of the information, tools, and resources that
you need to impact the redistricting process.

With that responsibility in mind, this summer we are hosting a series of 26 public meetings on redistricting
throughout the state.

The next leg of our trip goes from the Treasure Coast through the Palm Beaches, Broward, and Miami-Dade
down to the Keys.

Stops include the Blake Library in Stuart (6-9 p.m. Aug. 15); Florida Atlantic University’s campus in Boca
Raton (10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Aug. 16), and the Davie campus of Broward College (6-9 p.m. Aug. 16). We head
south after that through Aug. 18, when we will meet in Key West.

The purpose of these public hearings is to listen to you, not for politicians to stand on their soapboxes. We
want to get your thoughts about what you believe are the important facts and unique characteristics of your
community. We have heard some incredibly helpful testimony from residents from the Panhandle, Northeast
and Central Florida. We hope that you will share your thoughts on how your communities have changed in
the last 10 years.

Those who cannot attend but would like to listen to the meeting can access a live Web stream provided by
the Florida Channel at thefloridachannel.org. If you cannot attend or tune-in to the stream there are still
many ways to actively participate in the redistricting process.

We invite you to visit the Web pages hosted by the Florida House of Representatives
(floridaredistricting.org) and the Florida Senate (flsenate.gov/Redistricting). Both sites are filled with
information about redistricting and allow users to create and submit your own redistricting maps using the
same data and tools that legislators will use to draw legislative and congressional boundaries.

The online district building applications were created with you in mind, and include training resources that
can help you get started drawing your own plan. Demonstrations of the web applications will be set up
outside of each community meeting, and everyone will have a chance to ask House and Senate staff about
the applications and the redistricting process in general.

Floridians can also go online to submit comments, to access committee and public hearing schedules, or
simply to keep up with the latest information on the process. Legislators will use your feedback, comments
and submitted plans to help construct their redistricting proposals.

This is your opportunity to help shape the districts that form the basis of your representation in Tallahassee
and Washington, D.C. We invite you to stay informed about the process through the tools and information
online, and we hope that you will join us at one or more redistricting public hearings to make your voice
heard.

Related posts:

1. Fabulous Photo Book Ideas

2. How You Can Use Our ‘Opportunity Gap’ Project in Your Reporting

3. What Are You Reading This Summer?
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4. How a Working Mom Starts Her Passion For Tattoo Ideas & Tattoo Designs

5. Who Has Power Over You and How Do You Feel About it?
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Fla. public hearings on redistricting to begin - Florida Wires
MIAMI -- Public hearings that will allow South Floridians a chance to weigh in on the future of their state and
congressional districts are gearing up.

The hearings begin Monday in Stuart and end Thursday in the Keys.

Attendees may find lawmakers short on specifics. Officials have yet to draw up proposed maps. Still
residents can go to http://www.flsenate.gov/redistricting and design their own map for the meetings.

Based on the 2010 U.S. Census, Florida must carve out two new congressional districts. Voters last year
also approved amendments prohibiting state and federal districts from being drawn to favor incumbents or
any political party, which will likely affect existing districts.

The GOP-led legislature tried to block the amendments, and the State House and three Florida members of
Congress are still challenging them in court.

http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/08/15/2359696/fla-public-hearings-on-redistricting.html
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South Florida Caribbean News
South Florida Caribbean News
www.sflcn.com

PO Box 841403
Pembroke Pines, FL 33084
Phone: 954-892-5622

Email: info@sflcn.com 

or media@sflcn.com

South Florida Caribbean News is an e-publication designed to capture news and events by and about the
people of the Caribbean and the communities in which they reside.

We would like to hear your opinions about our publication. If you would like to submit an article, press
release or announce an event, please submit it electronically to info@sflcn.com.

All submissions must include your full name and a phone number or address for contact verification. You
retain the rights to your original. Acceptance and publishing of a submission is completely up to the
discretion of the editors and may be edited for length, style and grammar. You will receive an
acknowledgment e-mail reply, but we cannot guarantee when or if an article will be posted on the site.

Please send any questions to info@sflcn.com. 

http://sflcn.com/contact.php?CAT=Other
http://www.sflcn.com/
http://sflcn.com/contact.php?CAT=Other#
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» Florida Redistricting Information

Tuesday, August 16, 2011
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM*
Florida Atlantic University

Boca Raton

Tuesday, August 16, 2011
6:00 – 9:00 PM*
Broward College
Central Campus

Davie

Wednesday, August 17, 2011
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM*
Miami Dade College
Wolfson Campus

Miami

Wednesday, August 17, 2011
6:00 – 9:00 PM*
Florida International
University College of Law

South Miami

Thursday, August 18, 2011
4:00 – 7:00 PM*
Florida Keys
Community College

Key West

http://caribbeanriddims.com/?p=162


foreclosurehamlet.org http://www.foreclosurehamlet.org/events/aug-16-boca-raton-fl-redistric

Aug 16, Boca Raton, FL - Redistricting Meeting
Added by LView Events

Legislative redistricting committees are holding only one public hearing in Palm Beach County this
summer. The 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. event will be held Aug. 16 at Florida Atlantic University in Boca Raton.

Palm Beach County sole redistricting hearing set http://j.mp/r3t1cS via @AddToAny

http://www.foreclosurehamlet.org/events/aug-16-boca-raton-fl-redistric
http://j.mp/r3t1cS
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Once-in-a-decade redistricting process comes to Palm
Beach County this morning
By George Bennett

Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

Updated: 9:53 a.m. Tuesday, Aug. 16, 2011

Posted: 6:20 a.m. Tuesday, Aug. 16, 2011

Florida's decennial redistricting road show comes to Palm Beach County today.

A joint committee of state House and Senate members will hold a hearing at Florida Atlantic University in
Boca Raton at 10 a.m. today to get public input on the once-in-a-decade process of drawing new
congressional and legislative districts to reflect population shifts.

The hearing, which runs until 1 p.m., is at FAU's Barry & Florence Friedberg Lifelong Learning Center off
Broward Avenue in building 31C.

Today's hearing is the 16th of 26 redistricting hearings scheduled for various cities around the state. The
hearings began June 20 and end Sept. 1

Before the 2012 elections, the legislature must draw a new congressional map with 27 U.S. House districts
instead of the current 25. Florida's population growth between 2000 and 2010 will bring more representation
in Congress and in the electoral college for the 2012 presidential election.

Legislators also must redraw the 120 state House districts and 40 state Senate districts to make populations
more even.

Under a pair of state constitutional amendments approved by voters last year, legislators cannot draw
districts to favor or disfavor an incumbent or political party. The new law also requires that districts be
contiguous and compact and follow existing city and county boundaries "where feasible." The law also says
districts cannot be drawn to deny minorities the opportunity to elect representatives of their choice.

The constitutional amendment dealing with congressional districts is being challenged in court by black U.S.
Rep. Corrine Brown, D-Jacksonville, and Hispanic U.S. Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Miami, who say the law will
make it more difficult for minority voters to elect their preferred candidates.

http://www.palmbeachpost.com/news/state/once-in-a-decade-redistricting-process-comes-to-1749515.html
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/services/staff/george-bennett-21387.html
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Treasure Coast residents call on Legislature to act quickly on
redistricting » TCPalm.com
STUART — Treasure Coast residents poured into the hallway outside a full Blake Library auditorium
Monday, lining up to urge 25 state legislators to draw fair districts, produce drafts of maps and get the 2012
redistricting process moving along quicker.

At the first South Florida stop in a 26-meeting statewide tour, state redistricting leaders listened to 70
residents from a crowd of more than 200 address the once-a-decade drawing of congressional and state
Legislature voting districts. Lawmakers said the meetings let voters voice opinions before they propose
redrawn districts, which will occur during the legislative session starting in January.

But most residents questioned why they couldn't see drafts, so they can comment on a substantive proposal
and the Legislature can start vetting the maps quickly. Many worried the process would result in a hurried
attempt to firm up districts after likely court appeals, leaving voters and candidates alike confused and
rushed as elections approach.

"Just don't create chaos for the elections offices, the candidates and the voters," said Betti Paterson of the
League of Women Voters in Martin County.

Next year, the state will add two congressional seats to its current 25, 19 of which are Republican-filled. The
120-member Florida House and 40-member Florida Senate will remain unchanged.

Along with updated numbers in the 2010 U.S. Census, redistricting will account for two Fair District
Amendments approved by voters last fall. The amendments require districts be drawn along logical
boundaries to restrict gerrymandering and party favoritism.

But a number of state lawmakers filed suit to strike down the amendments, including the two chambers'
respective redistricting leaders, Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, and Rep. Bill Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel.

Claiming they were too vaguely written, a few residents opposed the amendments. But most reprimanded
lawmakers for opposing the voter-approved measure.

"The people said they want Amendments 5 and 6 last fall, and it's absurd for the representatives here to use
our tax money to try to overturn what we voted for," said Benjamin D'Avanzo, a Stuart resident.

Several speakers, including Martin County Supervisor of Elections officials, focused on Indiantown. The 135-
square-mile town of 6,408 residents — 2,901 of them voters — is carved into two congressional and three
state House districts.

Neighbors who live along the town's two major roads, Warfield Boulevard and Kanner Highway, could be
voting in different races at both the state House and congressional level, said Kherri Anderson, Martin
County Supervisor of Elections deputy of elections outreach.

A house in the 12000 block of Southwest Warfield Boulevard would vote in Democratic U.S. Rep. Alcee
Hastings' District 23, and Republican state Rep. William Snyder's District 82. A resident in the 16000 section,
however, might vote in Republican U.S. Rep. Tom Rooney's District 16, and Republican state Rep. Gayle
Harrell's District 81, Anderson said.

In St. Lucie County, population has risen 44 percent since 2000, and Port St. Lucie has grown 85.4 percent,
according to 2010 U.S. Census figures.

Before the meeting, County Supervisor of Elections Gertrude Walker said ideally, individual cities like Port St.
Lucie would be kept together. Several residents went a step further, saying including the whole Treasure
Coast makes sense for a congressional seat.

Speakers contrasted that idea with Rooney's current stretched-out district, which spans eight counties coast-
to-coast, including most of St. Lucie and Martin counties.

Indian River County Supervisor of Elections officials attended a late July meeting in Melbourne, where they
stressed that state Rep. Tom Goodson's District 29 needs to be compact, said Supervisor of Elections Leslie

http://www.tcpalm.com/news/2011/aug/15/treasure-coast-residents-call-on-legislature-to/


Swan. Goodson, a first-term Titusville Republican, represents central and western Indian River County, but
his district stretches more than 80 miles north into slivers of Brevard County.
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Redistricting Hearings Wednesday, Aug. 17th -- Join Us!
Posted by Jessica Somerhausen

Want to weigh in on the future of Florida's state and congressional districts?
Last November, people in Florida overwhelming gave the message that they were opposed to
representatives choosing their own constituents -- by voting largely in favor of amendments that would
require districts to be contiguous and compact. But some representatives don't want that, and are fighting
back against what we voted for. Join us in speaking out for fair districts and representation at the following
Miami hearings:

Downtown Miami
Wednesday, August 17, 2011
10:00 AM until 2:00 PM
Wolfson Auditorium at Miami Dade College 300 N.E. 2nd St., Miami, FL 33132-2296

South Miami
Wednesday, August 17, 2011
6:00 until 9:00 PM
Florida International University College of Law Auditorium 11200 SW 8th St., Miami, FL 33199

For more information, you can reach us at: (305) 434-8828, or by email at: joseph@flnewmajority.org
This e-mail address is being protected from spambots. You need JavaScript enabled to view it

Share this post
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Redistricting: The Florida Senate and House hearings on
legislative and congressional redistricting come to Boca
Raton and Davie on Tuesday.
1:28 p.m. EDT, August 13, 2011

1:28 p.m. EDT, August 13, 2011

The Florida Senate and House hearings on legislative and congressional redistricting come to Boca Raton
and Davie on Tuesday.

Every 10 years, congressional and legislative districts are redrawn to reflect population shifts uncovered by
the decennial Census. Redistricting for 2012 is complicated by legal challenges to the voter-approved fair
districts amendments to the Florida Constitution, which are supposed to minimize political considerations.

Boca Raton: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Friedberg Lifelong Learning Center off Broward Avenue on the Florida
Atlantic University campus, 777 Glades Road, Boca Raton.

Davie: 6 to 9 p.m., Broward College Gymnasium, 3501 Southwest Davie Road, Davie.

Anthony Man
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Redistricting communities of interest: Keeping communities
of interest together the fairest way to conduct redistricting
John R. Smith August 17, 2011

One man's sense of fairness is another man's sense of tyranny.

As the Legislature sets about its mandated duty to redraw the lines for state House and Senate districts,
which happens every 10 years, some political interests will be hurt and some will be helped.

In re-drawing lines, reapportionment is what Congress does, and redistricting is what state and local
governments do. The Florida Legislature is holding public hearings around the state to obtain public input,
engaging Floridians in the redistricting conversation.

Here's the sensible solution: Fairness is the standard. "Communities of interest" exist in Palm Beach and
Broward counties. Business leaders believe these communities must be recognized and preserved by the
Legislature, and we believe this can be accomplished without violating the new standards from Fair Districts.
We have communities here that have more in common with each other than they do with other geographic or
demographic interests.

The goal of the Legislature must be to unite distinct communities of interest in Palm Beach County, and
South Florida, such as the large coastal community of interest, agricultural districts, and inner-city or minority
districts. These communities need and deserve representation that reflects their unique needs, which can
only be preserved if redistricting is fair.

The coastal communities especially must be considered a community of interest. It is important they be kept
together in state legislative and congressional districts, so that they have the opportunity to elect people who
understand their unique and specific concerns. They have different concerns than the more inland parts of
the region. Their unique needs and interests include property insurance, hurricane storm surge protection,
the environment and tourism, all of which are particularly important to folks who live along the coast.

Likewise, the agricultural communities in the western part of the county are the engine that drives their local
economy, and are the primary source of jobs. They are a community of interest with a completely different
economic make-up than coastal communities. Their interests need to be recognized. For example, joining
both the agricultural communities and coastal communities into the same district would ultimately
disenfranchise both of them in Tallahassee.

The county also has thriving African-American communities, such as in Riviera Beach, Pahokee, Belle
Glade, and South Bay, which is a third community of interest. Those cities should remain in the "majority
minority" House seat (now held by Mack Bernard) they have today. Also, African-Americans in Riviera Beach
should remain in the "majority minority" Senate district (now held by Chris Smith) as they are today. This is
necessary in order to ensure that the minority citizens in these communities don't lose their voice by being
included in districts dominated by non-minority voters.

Special interests are at work to carve districts to their choosing. Nothing wrong with that, but in the final
showdown the Legislature cannot draw lines "with the intent to favor or disfavor a political party or an
incumbent."

Even with this mandate, the fights between Republican and Democrat legislators will be bloody, and lawsuits
are likely. Stay tuned.

John R. Smith is chairman of Palm Beach County's BizPac and owner of a financial services company.
Respond to this column at letters@SunSentinel.com.
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Hundreds Attend Redistricting Public Meeting - Politics
News Story
POSTED: 5:31 pm EDT August 16, 2011
UPDATED: 8:17 pm EDT August 16, 2011

BOCA RATON, Fla. -- Members of the Florida House and Senate are in Palm Beach County to gather public
input on redistricting. Legislators want to hear what the public has to say before beginning on work of
drawing new state House, state Senate and congressional district boundaries. "Reapportionment on the
congressional side is extremely important. We pick up two extra congressional seats in the state of Florida,
which means we will be better served in Washington, D.C. We will have more influences in the state and what
goes on in national politics," said state Rep. Joseph Abruzzo, D-Wellington. Hundreds of residents attended
a public meeting Tuesday at Florida Atlantic Univerisity in Boca Raton. Peter Feaman runs his own law firm in
Boynton Beach. He is concerned about the coastal communities. "Our economy is driven a lot by tourism. If
we don't have beaches, it hurts our economy. The folks out in the western communities don't care about that
sort of stuff because their economies are driven differently," Feaman said. Today's meeting was one in 26
taking place in Florida. Redistricting must be finalized during the 2012 legislative session.

Copyright 2011 by WPBF.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten
or redistributed.
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Keys redistricting meeting called a 'dog-and-pony' show
By KEVIN WADLOW

Florida Keys residents can voice their thoughts on the state's redistricting process at a Thursday hearing
expected to draw a big contingent of Florida lawmakers.

"There probably will be at least 20 legislators there," said state Rep. Ron Saunders, House Democratic
leaders from Key West. "Having it in Key West probably will help the attendance" by legislators.

Whether the Thursday session, 4 to 7 p.m. at Florida Keys Community College on Stock Island's College
Road, will affect the once-a-decade legislative and congressional redistricting process is an open question.

"I don't expect a whole lot to come out of it," Saunders said. "The only reason I'm going because it's in my
district. But there are no maps to comment on."

The hearing is one of 26 sessions, a process that started in June and ends Sept. 1 in Clewiston.

"We have the most open, transparent and interactive redistricting process in Florida's history," said state
Senate President Mike Haridopolos, Republican from Merritt Island.

Dan Gelber, a former Democratic state senator now working as a counsel with the Fair Districts Florida
group, dismissed the redistricting hearings as "one of the great rope-a-dopes of all time ... a dog-and-pony
show that costs hundreds of thousands of dollars but doesn't accomplish anything."

By law, Florida legislators must draw new districts for congressional and legislative seats based on the
national census conducted every 10 years.

Florida's population increase from 2000 to 2010 will allocate two more congressional House seats to the
state, from the current 25 to 27. The number of state legislative seats is fixed but boundaries change
according to population shifts.

Now a state senator will represent about 470,000 people, and a state representative will be elected from a
district with a population around 156,700.

Florida voters in November approved two amendments to the state Constitution that seek to reduce
gerrymandering to accommodate a particular politician or party.

The Florida Legislature has created online District Builder Web sites that invite state residents to submit their
proposed district boundaries. Gelber doubts the submissions will carry much weight.

"Legislators are telling people to draw maps but they haven't," he said Tuesday. "The only group that can
constitutionally draw and pass district maps is the Legislature. Those are the only maps that matter."

Previous redistricting workshops have largely drawn speakers who urge legislators to follow the new
constitutional amendments and ask why no draft maps have been proffered. Because of an ongoing lawsuit
challenging the amendments, legislators have been told by their leadership to limit their remarks at the
sessions.

"They're stalling," Gelber said. "For all this traveling road show, the maps they ultimately present will be
unveiled in Tallahassee with a few days notice."

The Legislature will launch its annual session several weeks early this coming year, on Jan. 10, 2012,
instead of in March, to work on redistricting. The new boundaries must be established in time to undergo
court and federal review before next year's primary season begins.

Gelber said he expects legislators to delay approval for as long as possible.

"It helps the incumbents," Gelber said. "It's very hard for a citizen to run for a state seat if he doesn't know
what district he's in. You can't knock on doors or raise money if you don't know where you're running for
office."

Saunders said his District 120 House seat will add about 22,000 residents but Monroe County will not be
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split. "It's all about what part of Miami-Dade will be attached to the Keys," he said. The boundaries for Florida
Senate District 39, held by Larcenia Bullard, are less certain.
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Florida redistricting committee hears pleas from cities,
minorities - Political Currents
By Patricia Mazzei

State lawmakers made a stop in Miami on Wednesday to hear from passionate but polite residents on how
the Legislature should redraw legislative and congressional seats in its once-a-decade redistricting.

Haitian Americans asked for a seat that would get one of their own elected to Congress. Hispanics urged that
existing districts where they are a majority be preserved — and for new ones to be created.

And a string of speakers from a variety of ethnicities implored legislators to draw compact, diverse districts
that will keep neighborhoods together and make it more difficult for any single political party to dominate.

“We are so tired of the kind of power brokering and warfare that exists in politics in this country today,” said
Janet McAliley, a former Miami-Dade School Board member who lives in Coconut Grove. “I urge you to put
personal power ambitions aside and draw your districts so that they will make us understand each other and
appreciate each other.”

Since beginning their statewide listening tour this summer, lawmakers on the Florida House and Senate’s
joint redistricting committee have faced crowds of voters who are sometimes skeptical that legislators keen
on keeping their seats would be willing to significantly change any political boundaries.

Redistricting of legislative and congressional seats takes place every 10 years, after the Census, to evenly
reapportion the state’s population. This time around, lawmakers will have to draw two new congressional
seats to accommodate Florida’s growing number of residents.

They will also have to take into account a pair of constitutional amendments voters approved last year that
prohibit districts from favoring an incumbent or party or denying minorities participation. Amendments 5 and
6, pushed last year by Fair Districts Now, also require that districts, when possible, be contiguous and
compact and take into account existing municipal boundaries.

In the first Miami hearing, held before more than 100 people at Miami Dade College’s Wolfson Campus
downtown, speaker after speaker chastised House members for filing a lawsuit questioning the amendments’
constitutionality. Two members of Congress, Democratic Rep. Corrine Brown of Jacksonville and Republican
Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart of Miami, are also challenging the language in court.

“You have every right to challenge them in court — that’s what courts are for,” Oliver Gilbert III, a Miami
Gardens councilmember, told state lawmakers. “I would just ask that you do it with your own money…. You’re
going to take money out of my pocket to fight something that I want.”

Gilbert was one of a handful of local officials who asked for their cities to be kept together in districts so as
not to dilute their political power.

“Why do we have two state senators in a town of 10,000 people?” said Jesse Walters, a Miami Shores
councilmember paraphrasing a common question from his constituents.

Though Hispanics and blacks emphasized that they don’t want to lose clout by being drawn out of districts,
quite a few members of minorities said they would be better represented if they weren’t packed into districts
with people of their same ethnicity. More diverse districts would be more competitive politically, they argued,
and their representatives would have to pay attention to all ethnic groups.

Other ideas from residents and interest groups included drawing Miami International Airport or the Port of
Miami into Congressional District 17, one of the nation’s poorest, to give it more political strength; splitting up
Congressional District 25, which spans from the western Miami-Dade suburbs across the Everglades to
Naples; and giving African-American communities in South Miami-Dade a district of their own.

One proposal lawmakers said was unique to Miami: cobbling together a district for South Florida’s gay
community.

“The citizens of Florida have never elected an openly gay person” to Congress or the Legislature, said C.J.
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Ortuño, executive director of SAVE Dade, Miami-Dade’s largest gay-rights group. “The opportunity to right a
wrong is before you.”

Some three dozen lawmakers attended the hearing, which lasted about three hours. An evening hearing was
scheduled at Florida International University.

Republican leaders of the redistricting committee pledged to follow the constitutional amendments and
defended their decision to hold public hearings before drawing any maps of the new districts. And legislators
on both sides of the aisle praised speakers for their comments.

“The participation of this very diverse community today has been an eye-opener for my colleagues,” said
Sen. Gwen Margolis, a Miami Democrat. “I think the members here have understood that this is an extremely
diverse community.”



theledger.com http://www.theledger.com/article/20110818/COLUMNISTS03/110819452/1398/sitemaps?template=printart

Published: Thursday, August 18, 2011 at 12:01 a.m.

Did you ever hear the story by Mark Twain in the famous American novel "Tom Sawyer" about how he pulled
a fast one on the town boys?

Young Tom is charged by his Aunt Polly with whitewashing the fence. See if you observe any similarity to
what is playing out this summer with our Florida legislators, and the job they are given and paid to do by
Florida voters: drawing new political districts.

It was a beautiful summer day. "Tom appeared on the sidewalk with a bucket of whitewash and a long-
handled brush. He surveyed the fence and all gladness left him, a deep melancholy settled down upon his
spirit. Thirty yards of board fence nine feet high."

Just like Tom Sawyer, our legislators have taken stock of what they are paid to do and have started to look
around. Through clever machinations, Tom was able to persuade his friends to pay him with their marbles,
their kites, their ice creams — pay him to take on his job. Some of our legislative leaders are now writing op-
ed columns exhorting citizens to do the same. They are calling on the citizens of Florida to draw the districts
and blaming the League of Women Voters, an organization of civic-minded volunteers, for not drawing maps.

"But Tom's energy did not last. He began to think of the fun he had planned for this day, and his sorrows
multiplied. … At this dark and hopeless moment, an inspiration burst upon him! Nothing less than a great,
magnificent inspiration."

Let's ask the people, and the League of Women Voters — well, anybody — to draw the maps.

Legislators' summer-long, 26-city, all-expenses-paid-by-taxpayers "listening tour" is carefully designed to
unnecessarily delay the redistricting process. With the current schedule, it is highly likely that candidates will
not know their districts until after the filing deadline, which will not give voters enough time to get to know the
candidates before Election Day. In the words of the Legislature's own attorney, Miguel de Grandy, the
present time line will create "chaos and confusion in the 2012 elections."

"Tom gave up the brush with reluctance in his face, but alacrity in his heart. And while the late steamer Big
Missouri worked and sweated in the sun, the retired artist sat on a barrel in the shade close by, dangled his
legs, munched his apple, and planned the slaughter of more innocents. There was no lack of material; boys
happened along every little while; they came to jeer, but remained to whitewash.

"He had had a nice, good, idle time all the while — plenty of company — and the fence had three coats of
whitewash on it! If he hadn't run out of whitewash, he would have bankrupted every boy in the village."

Does the Legislature really believe citizens can't see through this avoidance tactic? The voters spoke when
they passed Amendment 5 and Amendment 6, now in our state Constitution, setting rules for the redrawing
of districts. The Legislature is getting paid to draw these maps. Their refusal to do so now means Florida
citizens will have almost no time to review and provide substantive input before final approval.

Floridians spoke last November when 63 percent of voters passed the redistricting amendments. Perhaps we
all must speak again to remind legislators that they are receiving a paycheck to perform this duty.

It is time to get to work so Floridians can have competitive elections in 2012 and a real opportunity to get to
know their candidates before casting their votes for our state's future leaders.

Legislative leaders must accelerate the schedule, draw maps and present them to voters for real input.
Otherwise, just like Tom Sawyer's crafty dodge, they will bankrupt our democratic process.

[ Deirdre Macnab is president of the League of Women Voters of Florida, Tallahassee. ]

http://www.theledger.com/article/20110818/COLUMNISTS03/110819452/1398/sitemaps?template=printart


theledger.com http://www.theledger.com/article/20110818/COLUMNISTS03/110819452/1398/sitemaps

Florida Lawmakers Stall Redistricting | TheLedger.com
Young Tom is charged by his Aunt Polly with whitewashing the fence. See if you observe any similarity to
what is playing out this summer with our Florida legislators, and the job they are given and paid to do by
Florida voters: drawing new political districts.

It was a beautiful summer day. "Tom appeared on the sidewalk with a bucket of whitewash and a long-
handled brush. He surveyed the fence and all gladness left him, a deep melancholy settled down upon his
spirit. Thirty yards of board fence nine feet high."

Just like Tom Sawyer, our legislators have taken stock of what they are paid to do and have started to look
around. Through clever machinations, Tom was able to persuade his friends to pay him with their marbles,
their kites, their ice creams — pay him to take on his job. Some of our legislative leaders are now writing op-
ed columns exhorting citizens to do the same. They are calling on the citizens of Florida to draw the districts
and blaming the League of Women Voters, an organization of civic-minded volunteers, for not drawing maps.

"But Tom's energy did not last. He began to think of the fun he had planned for this day, and his sorrows
multiplied. … At this dark and hopeless moment, an inspiration burst upon him! Nothing less than a great,
magnificent inspiration."

Let's ask the people, and the League of Women Voters — well, anybody — to draw the maps.

Legislators' summer-long, 26-city, all-expenses-paid-by-taxpayers "listening tour" is carefully designed to
unnecessarily delay the redistricting process. With the current schedule, it is highly likely that candidates will
not know their districts until after the filing deadline, which will not give voters enough time to get to know the
candidates before Election Day. In the words of the Legislature's own attorney, Miguel de Grandy, the
present time line will create "chaos and confusion in the 2012 elections."

"Tom gave up the brush with reluctance in his face, but alacrity in his heart. And while the late steamer Big
Missouri worked and sweated in the sun, the retired artist sat on a barrel in the shade close by, dangled his
legs, munched his apple, and planned the slaughter of more innocents. There was no lack of material; boys
happened along every little while; they came to jeer, but remained to whitewash.

"He had had a nice, good, idle time all the while — plenty of company — and the fence had three coats of
whitewash on it! If he hadn't run out of whitewash, he would have bankrupted every boy in the village."

Does the Legislature really believe citizens can't see through this avoidance tactic? The voters spoke when
they passed Amendment 5 and Amendment 6, now in our state Constitution, setting rules for the redrawing
of districts. The Legislature is getting paid to draw these maps. Their refusal to do so now means Florida
citizens will have almost no time to review and provide substantive input before final approval.

Floridians spoke last November when 63 percent of voters passed the redistricting amendments. Perhaps we
all must speak again to remind legislators that they are receiving a paycheck to perform this duty.

It is time to get to work so Floridians can have competitive elections in 2012 and a real opportunity to get to
know their candidates before casting their votes for our state's future leaders.

Legislative leaders must accelerate the schedule, draw maps and present them to voters for real input.
Otherwise, just like Tom Sawyer's crafty dodge, they will bankrupt our democratic process.

[ Deirdre Macnab is president of the League of Women Voters of Florida, Tallahassee. ]
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Florida voting-rights groups call for quicker redistricting
The News Service of Florida- Four voting-rights organizations sent a letter to key
lawmakers Wednesday asking them to accelerate the Legislature's timeline for the
once-a-decade redistricting process. In the letter -- signed by the NAACP, League of
Women Voters of Florida, Democracia USA and Common Cause -- the groups say the current timeline
doesn't ensure the maps will be approved and clear the necessary legal hurdles soon enough to avoid
"disaster" at the polls.

"Failure to approve maps in early January 2012 will most assuredly delay final approval of new districts until
close to Election Day thus causing massive voter confusion and precluding organized, thoughtful elections,"
the groups wrote. Their plan calls for lawmakers to face an Oct. 3 deadline for filing their plans, committees
to finish work by the end of December and the full Legislature to approve maps by Jan. 13 -- the end of the
first week of session. Lawmakers have defended the current process -- one of the latest in the nation -- by
saying the Florida Constitution requires the maps to be approved next year, and that the courts and the U.S.
Department of Justice should work to quickly review Florida's maps. "That same logic should apply to the
Legislature which has the unilateral ability to control its own timeline," the four organizations wrote in
Wednesday's letter. In a statement issued by his office, House Speaker Dean Cannon said the letter wasn't
credible. "Given the (League of Women Voters') complete refusal to meaningfully participate in the
redistricting process by submitting any proposed maps themselves, this is clearly another politically
motivated ruse that attempts to mislead the public and increase the chance the districts will end up being
drawn by the courts," said Cannon, R-Winter Park.

COURTS

APPEALS COURT UPHOLDS BROWARD COMMISSION TERM LIMITS
An  appeals court on Wednesday reversed a lower court decision and upheld term limits for Broward County
commissioners. Ruling in Snipes v. Telli, the 4th District Court of Appeal said the state constitution doesn't
prohibit the county's voters from changing the county charter to impose term limits on the commission, which
voters did in 2000. A trial court had agreed with Fort Lauderdale resident William Telli that the law violated
the constitution. Judge Robert Gross, writing the opinion for the unanimous three judge panel of the 4th
DCA, agreed that term limits can't be imposed in individual counties for certain offices, such as sheriff or tax
collector, because of a need for some uniformity around the state. But those needs "are less applicable to
the county’s governing body," Gross wrote. "The organization of a county’s governing body, exercising broad
powers of home rule over its own territory, need not be kept uniform by the Constitution, but may rather be
fashioned to suit the particular wants and needs of the voters of the county they serve."

FOURTH DCA REVERSES CRASH AWARD AGAINST DOT
The 4th District Court of Appeal on Wednesday reversed a $1.7 million negligence award  to the family of a
police officer who died in a crash in which his family alleged that bad median design partly led to his death.
The state Department of Transportation had appealed the award, in which it was found partly at fault in the
death of Orestes Lorenzo because of the design of a curb and landscaping in the intersection where the
2004 accident occurred in Pembroke Pines. A unanimous three judge panel of the 4th DCA said that the trial
court should have dismissed the DOT on sovereign immunity grounds.

LOBBYING

BISHOP TO STEP DOWN FROM AIF
Barney Bishop is stepping down as president and CEO of Associated Industries of Florida effective at the
end of the year, saying there are "other things in life – other passsions" that he wants to pursue. Bishop will
continue through 2012 in a consulting arrangement with the business group. "Barney has accomplished
great things at AIF by rebuilding our membership and enhancing our effectiveness in the halls of the Florida
Capitol," said Erika Alba, Chair of the AIF Board of Directors. "His passion and his unequaled round the clock
effort to rebuild AIF will be missed.  Anyone that knows Barney knows that he worked diligently, going
wherever he needed to, in order to promote AIF to all sectors of Florida."

LOOKING AHEAD TO THURSDAY

VILSACK TO PROMOTE EVERGLADES CLEANUP, BIOFUEL PRODUCTION
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U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack and Florida officials will be joined by farmers and conservationists on
a visit Thursday to the 550-acre Winding Waters Wetland Preserve in Palm Beach County to announce
several "major projects" to restore and protect wetlands in the Northern Everglades Watershed, the U.S.
Department of Agrciculture announced. Later Thursday, Vilsack will tour an INEOS New Planet BioEnergy
facility in Vero Beach. The facility got a USDA loan guarantee to build and operate a biorefinery that
produces cellulosic ethanol and 6 megawatts of electricity. There, he will announce a series of joint USDA
and U.S. Department of Energy grants to spur research into improving the efficiency and cost-effectiveness
of growing biofuel and bioenergy crops.
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5 Things to Know This Weekend
By Cherlene Willis Email the authorAugust 20, 2011

Redistricting: The Florida Legislature will redraw the state's congressional districts for the state's House
and Senate seats. Officials want to hear from you bout the redistricting process. Two public hearings have
been set for Thursday, August 25 in Tarpon Spring and Tuesday August 30 in St. Petersburg. For more
information on the times and locations, check out the Pinellas County government website.

Political Boundary Lines: If you're asking why officials are redrawing the state's political boundary lines,
check out www.FloridaRedistricting.for org the answers you seek.

Weekend Events: There's so much to do in Gulfport! Check out the Art Walk, build a giant Gecko and
even spend a day at the Gulfport Beach! If you're looking for events, remember to check out our calendar on
Gulfport Patch. If we forgot something, add it!

Stuff to do in Pinellas County: Check out a guided hike at Brooker Creek Preserve, Weedon Walkabout at
Weedon Island Preserve and Citizen Scientist Workshop at Booker Creek Preserve  . . . all on Saturday,
August 20th. For more information go to the Pinellas County government website.

Weekend Forecast: Oh no! It sounds like we have a 60% chance of showers and thunderstorms after
noon. But, otherwise it'll be mostly sunny with a high near 91. Heat index values as high as 101. Saturday
night, we have a 30% chance of scattered showers and thunderstorms before midnight. It'll be partly cloudy
with a low around 81 and an east wind around 8 mph. Sunday, ugh, more rain . . . but it's still a good thing!
We have a 40% chance of scattered showers and thunderstorms after noon. Mostly sunny with a high near
91. East wind 5 to 9 mph becoming south. Sunday night, we have a 20% chance of isolated showers and
thunderstorms before midnight. It'll be partly cloudy with a low around 81. Expect an east northeast wind
between 3 and 10 mph.
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Speak up for fair voting districts
Published: Sunday, August 21, 2011 at 1:00 a.m.

The people of Sarasota, Manatee and Charlotte counties will have only one chance to to tell a panel of
Florida legislators — face to face and close to home — what they think of the state's redistricting process.
We hope citizens make the most of it.

The special panel, which is conducting more than two dozen public meetings across Florida, will have just
one in this region. It will be held Tuesday, Aug. 30, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Harry Sudakoff Conference
Center on the New College campus.

People unable to attend can submit comments online via email, Facebook and Twitter, and watch the
meeting online. Details are available on a Florida House website, www.floridaredistricting.org.

Just don't expect to learn anything new. The lawmakers won't redraw the state's district maps until the next
legislative session convenes in January.

But, whether attending in person or participating online, the public should make one thing clear to the
legislators: They need to honor the wishes of the 63 percent of Florida voters who last year approved state
constitutional amendments that establish standards for fair and equitable voting districts for congressional
and legislative elections.

A simple formula

The amendments' formula is simple: The districts — which by law must be redrawn every 10 years following
the U.S. Census — must, whenever possible, be compact and contiguous. They should follow city, county
and geographic boundaries and not favor any political party or incumbent. Similar guidelines are now used in
44 other states.

Yet, this simple formula upends a decades-old, partisan spoils system by which the party that controls the
Legislature draws districts designed to perpetuate that hold.

Democrats did it when they were in power, and Republicans have become so skilled in gerrymandering that
they now control 109 of the Legislature's 160 seats and 19 of Florida's 25 congressional districts — despite
the Democrats' 600,000 edge in registered voters statewide.

Even more than a partisan tool, the old system has been an incumbent protection plan. While creating heavy
majorities for itself in most legislative and congressional districts, the party in power concentrates equally
heavy majorities for the minority party in far fewer districts. Before last November's election, the Florida
Times-Union reported that over the previous 10 years, of the 505 incumbent legislators who ran for re-
election, only 10 lost.

The old system thus distorts representation of the electorate and prevents competitive elections. That's why
voters chose overwhelmingly to change it.

But those who benefit from the old system are determined to preserve it. The constitutionality of the new
amendments is being challenged in lawsuit filed by two members of Congress — one Democrat and one
Republican — and by the Republican-controlled Florida House. The suit is scheduled to be heard in Miami
federal court Sept. 9.

Legislative interpretation

Even if upheld by the courts, the amendments would be left to the interpretation of legislators — including
members of the panel holding the statewide meetings — who have openly opposed them and who are
determined to ensure that the new districts maintain their party's control of the Legislature and the state's
congressional districts.

Control won't be the issue. Many political experts, both Republican and Democratic, expect the GOP to retain
the upper hand —even if they meet standards set under the new amendments.

"The Republican leaders in the Legislature can draw districts that will easily let them maintain strong
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majorities, Steve Schale, a Democratic strategist who directed President Obama's 2008 Florida campaign,
told the Palm Beach Post. "But they can't be greedy."

Once the Legislature creates and approves the new district maps, the plan for legislative districts will be
subject to the Florida Supreme Court's approval. Then, because of a history of racial discrimination in some
Florida counties, both the legislative and the congressional maps must pass muster with the U.S. Department
of Justice.

And, if the redistricting plans clear those hurdles, they almost certainly will face legal challenges from political
or citizens groups.

All of these deadlines and obstacles must be overcome before candidates for state and federal office can
qualify for next year's elections. Qualifying is scheduled for June 4-8.

So legislators — both those on the special panel and their colleagues in next year's regular session — have
their work cut out for them. They can make their jobs easier — and honor the wishes of a large majority of
Florida voters — if they adhere to the basic standards set forth in the two amendments.

Citizens throughout the state have been reminding the special panel of the public's expectations and of the
Legislature's constitutional duty. We urge our readers to join that call for fair voting districts.
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Florida House And Senate To Hold Public Redistricting
Meetings

This summer, Floridians across the state are invited to participate in an important event – the redrawing
of Florida’s political boundary lines. In preparation of the redistricting process, public meetings will take place
in the South Florida area and will include stops in Stuart, Boca Raton, Davie, Miami, South Miami and Key
West on Monday, August 15, to Thursday, August 18. Members of the Florida Legislature invite you to come
out and be a part of this process! For more information, please visit www.floridaredistricting.org.

http://www.hollywoodgazette.com/2009/today-in-hollywood/events/view/142013/600106?tmpl=component
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Florida's redistricting process is full of flaws
Keys residents get a chance Thursday to watch state lawmakers at work. There's no guarantee it will be a
pretty sight.

That's because the Legislature's Redistricting Committee brings its road show to Stock Island on Aug. 18 at
Florida Keys Community College.

This is part of a statewide series of public meetings in which lawmakers charged with re-drawing political
boundaries listen to public concerns and complaints. The first such meeting was held June 20 in Tallahassee
and the last one is scheduled Sept. 1 in Clewiston.

One of the complaints dogging the committee everywhere it goes: The Legislature doesn't have maps
showing any of the proposed boundary changes. There are practical and political reasons for this, of course.

First, the practical reason. The 2010 census numbers have been released at county-level detail. But the
municipal data has yet to be officially blessed by the U.S. Census Bureau. So some lawmakers argue they
can't really draw the boundaries until they get that level of detail, especially in large cities served by more
than one House or Senate member.

Now, the political reason why there are no maps yet: The Republican-controlled Legislature is engaged in a
court fight over two constitutional amendments passed by voters last year.

Amendments 5 and 6 essentially tie the hands of the Legislature, restricting the practice of gerrymandering,
in which district boundaries are redrawn to favor one political party or the other.

Since the Legislature has veto-proof Republican majorities in both the Florida House and Senate, you can
see where this redistricting fight is headed.

The joint committee expects to finish its public meetings Sept. 1 and then work on findings and maps in
November and December. That postpones any legislative action into January and starts the clock running for
review by the Florida Supreme Court next spring.

Best case, according to the timeline produced by the joint committee: Sometime in June the district
boundaries will be official.

That could be just days before the June 12-18 qualifying period opens for candidates seeking state or
federal office in 2012.

If that seems like a slow-mo track designed to help incumbents stay in office, you might find a lot of skeptical
voters who agree.

Judge for yourself by attending the committee's only public meeting in the Keys, 4 to 7 p.m. Aug. 18 at
Florida Keys Community College.

http://www.keysnet.com/2011/08/17/369065/floridas-redistricting-process.html
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At Keys hearing, no answers on redistricting
By SEAN KINNEY

By SEAN KINNEY

State Sen. Don Gaetz (left) and Rep. Will Weatherford lead the Florida House and Senate joint redistricting
committee, which met on Thursday in Key West.

Despite myriad public input on how to redraw Florida House, Senate and congressional districts, state
lawmakers leading the redistricting received little guidance Thursday on what they identified as the major
question facing Monroe County residents.

At a hearing at Florida Keys Community College, House Redistricting Chairman Will Weatherford (R-
Wesley Chapel) identified the central issue in his opening remarks: "Because of its unique location and
because the population is less than the population of an entire district, the question is which other county
does Monroe want to join with?"

The law requires new boundaries to be drawn every 10 years based on the most recent census figures.

The statewide population increase from 2000 to 2010 has yielded two more congressional House seats,
from 25 to 27; the number of state legislative seats is fixed but the boundaries change to accommodate
population shifts.

Now a state senator will represent about 470,000 people, and a state representative will be elected from
a district with a population of 156,700.

What that means for the Keys, with a population of just more than 70,000, is that Monroe has to be part
of other districts, meaning mainland districts. Thursday, Key West attorney Ed Scales urged a
redistricting panel of more than 20 state lawmakers -- with a majority of Republicans -- to ensure the
Keys are not split into two or more districts.

"Monroe County and the Florida Keys are different from any other area in the state. We're fundamentally
different. You recognized the difference by designating not only Key West but Monroe County an Area of
Critical State Concern.

"Please recognize the Florida Keys need a cohesive, single, representative. Our geography is not compact.
Our issues are unique and that's why we need the Keys to stay together in a single House district, single
Senate district and single congressional district."

The vast majority of the remaining 10 public speakers -- compared to more than 20 state lawmakers in
attendance -- focused more on the larger process of redistricting rather than on the specifics of where the
Keys should end up.

Pam Martin of Key Largo, a member of the Monroe County Democratic Committee, criticized the redistricting
timeline, which will see maps approved in January, finalized almost four months later, and going public just a
few months ahead of the November 2012 elections.

She called that an "incumbent protection plan. We're here to get the best representation. It's going to be
hard for candidates to run."

Citing a lack of maps for the public to comment on, Elissa Bishop-Becker called the process "one I don't
really trust. It seems like a sham."

Her husband Randy, a Unitarian Universalist minister, suggested the maps be based on some sort of
mathematic modeling and "not on who wants what territory. Take it out of the political realm. That's what the
people asked for."

That's in reference to Amendments 5 and 6 to the state Constitution, passed last year in an effort to reduce
gerrymandering, a term that refers to redrawing districts to accommodate a particular politician or party.

"Gerrymandering is manipulation and discrimination any way you cut," said Constance Gilbert, representing

http://www.keysnet.com/2011/08/19/370100/at-keys-hearing-no-answers-on.html
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the Keys chapter of the National Organization for Women. "Please respect my intelligence."

In closing remarks, Sen. Don Gaetz, (R-Niceville), chairman of the Senate Reapportionment Committee, said
he didn't hear much Keys-specific input. "Because the Keys doesn't have enough population for a Senate
seat or congressional seat or state House seat, the real question is what part of South Florida do you
believe constitutes a community of interest for you to be attached to for those districts?"

The joint redistricting committee has spent the summer touring the state, already hosting 20 similar sessions,
with six left on the schedule.
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Speed up redistricting - Editorials
By The Miami Herald Editorial

Every 10 years, legislators in Florida and every other state are required to redraw legislative and
congressional districts using fresh census figures in an effort to promote fairness in the political system.
Unfortunately, it’s become an exercise in protecting political turf instead of protecting voting rights and
representation.

As a result, Florida’s districts look like Rorschach ink blots. (Not that other states are much better.) They split
communities and stretch across county lines without regard to any unifying principle, making it hard to
disagree with cynics who say redistricting is a ploy by our representatives use to pick their voters, instead of
having voters pick them.

Insisting that public input will be at the forefront of this process, the Florida legislative committee tasked with
creating new district boundaries is now on a road trip across the state asking voters for feedback. The
hundreds of citizens who attend these hearings are free to have their opinions heard, but they’re at a
disadvantage because legislators have not drawn any proposed boundaries to make the process both more
useful and practical.

So what are they commenting on?

The intention of voters was made unmistakably clear when a significant majority approved Amendments 5
and 6 last year. Voters sent an unequivocal message to lawmakers: Don’t design districts to tighten your grip
on power and shut others out. Make districts contiguous and compact. In short: Have them make sense.

But instead of mapping rational districts using existing geographical boundaries, the Florida redistricting
committee waited until June to start a series of 26 public hearings, which the League of Women Voters calls
a “three-month diversionary use of time.” A stalling tactic.

The committee created an impossibly tight deadline that leaves little wiggle room for June’s candidate filing
deadlines. The committee’s response: It wants the public — and the League — to suggest the map lines, as
if the U. S. Constitution did not clearly put that onus on the Legislature.

With the current schedule, the new district boundaries will be ready just days before the June candidate filing
deadline. When candidates file next year, will they even know what districts they’re running in? Will voters?
Elections supervisors are rightfully in a panic.

Legislators appear to be dragging their feet, so they can have another election with gerrymandered districts
where they already have the advantage of incumbency.

It’s hard to take the process seriously when the very people who get to decide are the ones with a vested
interest in the outcome — the ones who sued to stop voters’ will. It is difficult to have faith in the process
when the Florida House has spent nearly $1 million to fight the amendments they now promise to abide by.

It looks more like Florida legislators are deliberately stalling, which the committee’s own attorney said will
create chaos in the 2012 elections. The Florida League of Women Voters, the NAACP, Democracia USA and
Common Cause have asked the committee to pick up its pace, and legislators should listen. Our democratic
system is at stake.

`
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Steve Rothaus' Gay South Florida
Miami-Dade, FL –  Florida, the fourth most populous state in the union has yet to elect an openly lesbian,
gay, bisexual, or transgender (LGBT) state legislator. The three states ahead of us, California, Texas, and
New York, respectively, have had an openly LGBT representative serve in state elected office. Other, more
traditionally conservative states, including Montana, North Carolina, Utah, and Wyoming, all have elected
LGBT state legislators.

Florida is considered to have the fourth highest population of LGBT people, but gay and transgender people
are still not represented in Florida’s state or federal politics.  Florida’s redistricting process could change this
if maps are drawn to make concentrated LGBT populations a community of interest.

“Florida’s legislative districts unfairly disadvantage LGBT people from being elected to state and federal
office and we want to change that,” said CJ Ortuno, executive director of SAVE Dade. “We have an
opportunity to right a wrong by ensuring the redistricting process fairly includes the number of LGBT
communities around the state that are recognized by their residents as a community of common interests.”

The LGBT community comprises more than $743 billion in purchasing power nationally; Florida is a
significant contributor to this total especially with LGBT tourism in and out of South Florida. Jacksonville,
according to the 2010 Census, has one of the highest populations of gay parents with nearly 34% of gay
people parenting. Some of Florida’s top business executives and corporate CEO’s in finance, insurance, and
healthcare are openly gay and lesbian. Even though the numbers add up to show that more people who
LGBT are making Florida their home, not a single one has made it past municipal or county politics.

“In this climate when gains are obviously being noticed and respected in the LGBT community, and with its
supporters, the notion that we will not be properly represented is an injustice to us as a whole.  In the effort
of making every vote truly count and be representative of its community, I urge the creation fair districts that
give voice to the LGBT community of South Florida,”  said Harold E. Mathis, Jr., Vice Mayor for the Village of
El Portal. 

“Not many states have passed statewide legal protections without an openly gay or transgender person
carrying the torch in the halls of state or federal government – we want to make sure that the LGBT
community is given equal representation for their equal responsibility as productive citizens of our great
state,” said Ortuno.

http://miamiherald.typepad.com/gaysouthflorida/2011/08/save-dade-demands-lgbt-voters-be-considered-when-drawing-legislative-district-maps.html
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In Miami, a crowd passionate but polite on redistricting
State lawmakers made a stop in Miami on Wednesday to hear from passionate but polite residents on how
the Legislature should redraw legislative and congressional seats in its once-a-decade redistricting.

Haitian Americans asked for a seat that would get one of their own elected to Congress. Hispanics urged for
existing districts where they are a majority to be preserved – and for new ones to be created.

And a string of speakers from a variety of ethnicities implored legislators to draw compact, diverse districts
that will keep neighborhoods together and make it more difficult for any single political party to dominate.

“We are so tired of the kind of power broking and warfare that exists in politics in this country today,” said
Janet McAliley, a former Miami-Dade School Board member who lives in Coconut Grove. “I urge you to put
personal power ambitions aside and draw your districts so that they will make us understand each other and
appreciate each other.”

Since beginning their statewide listening tour this summer, lawmakers on the Florida House and Senate’s
joint redistricting committee have faced crowds of voters sometimes skeptical that legislators keen on
keeping their seats would be willing to significantly change any political boundaries.

Redistricting of legislative and congressional seats takes place every 10 years, after the Census, to evenly
reapportion the state’s population. This time around, lawmakers will have to draw two new congressional
seats to accommodate Florida’s growing number of residents.

They will also have to take into account a pair of constitutional amendments voters approved last year that
prohibit districts from favoring an incumbent or party or denying minorities participation. Amendments 5 and
6, pushed last year by Fair Districts Now, also require that districts, when possible, be contiguous and
compact and take into account existing municipal boundaries.

In the first of two hearings in Miami held at Miami Dade College’s Wolfson Campus downtown, speaker after
speaker chastised House members for filing a lawsuit questioning the amendments’ constitutionality. Two
members of Congress, Democratic Rep. Corrine Brown of Jacksonville and Republican Rep. Mario Diaz-
Balart of Miami, are also challenging the language in court.

“You have every right to challenge them in court – that’s what courts are for,” said Oliver Gilbert III, a
Miami Gardens city councilmember. “I would just ask that you do it with your own money…you’re going to
take money out of my pocket to fight something that I want.”

Gilbert was one of a handful of local officials who uniformly asked for their cities to be kept together in
districts so as not to dilute their political power.

“Why do we have two state senators in a town of 10,000 people?” said Jesse Walters, a Miami Shores
councilmember paraphrasing a common question from his constituents.

Other ideas from residents and interest groups included drawing Miami International Airport or the Port of
Miami into Congressional District 17, one of the nation’s poorest, to give it more political strength; splitting up
Congressional District 25, which spans from the western Miami-Dade suburbs across the Everglades to
Naples; and giving African-American communities in South Miami-Dade a district of their own.

One proposal lawmakers said was unique to Miami: cobbling together a district for South Florida’s gay
community.

“The citizens of Florida have never elected an openly gay person” to Congress or the Legislature, said C.J.
Ortuño, executive director of SAVE Dade, Miami-Dade’s largest gay-rights group. “The opportunity to right a
wrong is before you.”

Some three dozen lawmakers attended the hearing, which lasted about three hours. An evening hearing was
scheduled at Florida International University.

Republican leaders of the redistricting committee pledged to follow the constitutional amendments and
defended their decision to hold public hearings before drawing any maps of the new districts. And legislators
on both sides of the aisle praised speakers for their comments.

http://miamiherald.typepad.com/nakedpolitics/2011/08/in-miami-a-crowd-passionate-but-polite-on-redistricting.html


“The participation of this very diverse community today has been an eye-opener for my colleagues,” said
Sen. Gwen Margolis, a Miami Democrat. “I think the members here have understood that this is an
extremely diverse community.”
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Redistricting drawing map size: Districts don't have to be
compact
By State Sen. David Simmons 12:00 a.m. EDT, August 17, 2011

In November, voters changed the rules and set new standards for legislative and congressional redistricting
by adding amendments 5 and 6 to Florida's Constitution. While one amendment sets standards for
legislative districts and the other sets standards for congressional districts, the amendments are
substantively identical.

The amendments' new standards for redistricting fall into two tiers. Tier 1 prohibits the Legislature from
drawing districts with the intent of favoring or disfavoring a political party or incumbent. Tier 1 also prohibits
"abridging the equal opportunity of racial or language minorities to participate in the political process" or
diminishing "their ability to elect representatives of their choice."

The amendments also have a second-tier analysis that is subordinate to the requirements of Tier 1. Tier 2
requires the Legislature to draw districts that are compact and, where feasible, to use existing political and
geographical boundaries in doing so.

As such, the amendments require, and their proponents have admitted, that preserving and creating
minority-opportunity districts is a first priority of the Legislature, and must be done at the expense of
compactness. In this regard, it is apparent that compactness simply cannot be achieved in many areas of
Florida where the Legislature must preserve or create opportunities for racial or language minorities.

Take, for example, Congressional District 3, which has been represented by Congresswoman Corrine Brown
since 1993. Congressional District 3, a minority-access district, includes parts of Jacksonville down to
Orlando. It has been targeted as an example of the evils of gerrymandering. But Amendment 6 prohibits the
Legislature from diminishing the ability of minority voters in this district to choose their own representative,
and it seems to require preservation of such a district in northeast Florida.

Thus, amendments 5 and 6, contrary to requiring compact districts, now have enshrined many odd-shaped
minority districts into Florida's Constitution.

Many voters will be surprised to find that Florida's Constitution now requires the Legislature, as its
overarching priority, to create minority districts that are not compact and do not follow political and
geographical boundaries. After such minority districts are in place, the Tier 2 standards will more significantly
impact how the Legislature draws the remaining House, Senate and congressional districts.

State Sen. David Simmons is a Republican from Maitland.
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Draw the line on arrogance
By The Palm Beach Post

Posted: 7:21 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 18, 2011

Without a change in schedule, the Legislature will turn redistricting into the Incumbency Protection Act of
2012.

This week, the Legislature's statewide pretense of caring about what voters want to see in new political
boundaries came to Palm Beach County. The hearings end this month, at which point legislators, since they
have all the census data and presumably all the public input, could begin drawing maps for what will be 27
congressional districts - two are new - and the usual 120 state House and 40 state Senate districts.

Apparently, though, the Legislature plans to wait. And wait. And, if possible, wait long enough that critics of
Tallahassee's maps have as little time to respond as possible and challengers to incumbents barely have
enough time to review the new districts and decide whether to run.

The legislative session begins in early January, moved up two months because of redistricting. Assume that
the maps don't come out until the 60-day session ends. The Legislature then has 15 days to send the maps
to the Florida Supreme Court for review. The court gets 30 days to decide. Add 60 days for review by the
U.S. Department of Justice. If that schedule goes to the limit, you're in mid-June. Qualifying for congressional
and legislative elections ends June 8.

And that time frame assumes no litigation. In 1992, Republicans challenged the Democratic-drawn maps. In
2002, Democrats challenged the GOP-drawn maps, which weren't final until July. Both parties have lawyers
lined up for next year's expected court fight. The added legal factor is the challenge to Amendments 5 and 6,
which voters passed in 2010 to make it harder for legislators to draw lines to benefit themselves.

Former state Sen. Dan Gelber just wrote to legislative leaders asking them to submit all proposed maps by
Oct. 3 and approve the maps by Jan. 13. The Republicans who control the Legislature have every partisan
reason to ignore Mr. Gelber. He's a Democrat who represents the groups behind Amendments 5 and 6. Mr.
Gelber's timeline, though, would benefit all voters. Incumbency protection is a bipartisan desire, and stalling
the maps to ward off challenges - and thus to thwart the clear bipartisan intent behind Amendments 5 and 6 -
would be power displaying arrogance. If the maps are drawn by a handful of legislators in secret, the
politicians once again will be picking the voters.

House Speaker Dean Cannon, R-Winter Park, whose chamber is suing to block Amendments 5 and 6, said
in a statement that the Legislature would not change its timetable. He blamed the League of Women Voters,
which backed Amendments 5 and 6, for not submitting maps of its own. Rep. Cannon hyperventilated that
the group's decision is "another politically motivated ruse that attempts to mislead the public and increase
the chance the districts will end up being drawn by the courts."

In fact, nothing can happen until the Legislature offers its maps. If legislators follow Amendments 5 and 6 -
also known as the will of the voters - there will be less chance of a lawsuit and more chance that this time the
voters will be able to pick the politicians.

- Randy Schultz,

for The Palm Beach Post Editorial Board

http://www.palmbeachpost.com/opinion/editorials/draw-the-line-on-arrogance-1760850.html?cxtype=rss_editorials
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Boca Raton crowd urges GOP lawmakers to speed up
redistricting process in Florida
By George Bennett

Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

Updated: 5:37 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 16, 2011

Posted: 3:09 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 16, 2011

BOCA RATON — Politicians are often blasted for not listening to their constituents. But the Florida
legislature's plan to listen to months of public testimony about redistricting before proposing any new political
boundaries is what drew a firestorm of criticism at a hearing today.

With about 40 state House and Senate members and an audience of about 300 on hand at Florida Atlantic
University, a parade of speakers accused the Republican-controlled legislature of stretching out the
redistricting process to try to circumvent a pair of anti-gerrymandering laws approved by voters last year.

Legislators must draw new congressional and legislative boundaries before the 2012 elections to reflect
2010 census data. Redistricting is historically an exercise in partisanship and incumbent protection, but
voters last year approved a pair of constitutional amendments that forbid favoring parties or incumbents in
the process and requiring that districts be compact as well as contiguous.

Several of the 76 people who spoke at the three-hour hearing complained that the House and Senate
redistricting committees had not put forward proposed maps for the public to review.

"To tweak a line from an old movie: Show me the mapI was hoping at this point I could see a map that I could
discuss with you," said Pamela Bergsma of Boynton Beach.

"Why aren't we seeing drafts of maps at any of these hearings so that the public can make comments on the
product?" asked Palm Beach County League of Women Voters President Joan Karp. "By the time maps are
presented, there will be little time for public comment. In this tight budget environment, these expensive
hearings shouldn't be wasted on merely listening."

Democratic activist Florence Fidell called the process "unconscionable" and a "ploy" to boost incumbents by
giving potential challengers as little time as possible to know what districts they will run in next year.

But state Rep. Stephen Precourt, R-Orlando, the vice chairman of the House Redistricting Committee, said
the process is more fair if lawmakers wait for public input.

"It's been suggested by some that the legislature should draw maps first and then ask you in the public to
comment. We believe that puts the answer ahead of the question. There shouldn't be any preconceived
notions by us, by the legislators or politicians, as to what those maps should look like, but it should start with
public testimony," Precourt said.

After conducting 26 hearings around the state this summer, House and Senate committees could produce
some maps this fall for the public to review, said Senate Redistricting Chairman Don Gaetz, R-Niceville. The
one held today in Boca Raton is the only one scheduled in Palm Beach County. Final maps are to be
approved by end of the 2012 legislative session on March 9.

The legislature then expects legal reviews to last until June 1. The period for candidates to qualify for state
and federal offices is June 4-8.

"The time frame is not workable for the supervisors of elections throughout the state of Florida," said Palm
Beach County Elections Supervisor Susan Bucher. "You are sending our state into a perfect storm of
disaster ... I believe you are setting our state up for massive voter confusion."

The League of Women Voters and other groups last week called on legislators to speed up the process by
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requiring legislators to submit all proposed maps by Oct. 3 and for the full legislature to approve redistricting
plans by Jan. 13 to allow more time for courts and the Justice Department to review boundaries and to give
local elections officials more time to prepare.

Several League of Women Voters representatives criticized the redistricting process at today's hearing,
prompting a few speakers to slam the League for not submitting any proposed maps.

"We believe in a republic, the citizens have an obligation to participate," said tea party activist Henry Kelley,
who submitted some maps of his own. "I am here to express my disappointment in the professional groups
that stand before you and complain but haven't lifted a finger to draw their own maps to show you what they
want and put their agenda on display."

The two congressional maps Kelley submitted are among 32 proposed maps that have been sent to the
legislature from people around the state as of Monday.

Former Democratic state Sen. Dan Gelber, an attorney for the group behind last year's "Fair Districts"
referenda, said those who pushed the redistricting reforms don't have an obligation to propose maps.

"Our job is to make sure the legislature -- the only body constitutionally responsible for drawing maps -- does
their job," Gelber said.
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Pinellas County, Florida News
Don't forget to check out....

eTownHall - Live interactive online events - call in or blog your questions on a variety of subjects

eSeries - A 15-minute eSeries: Prepare to Survive allows residents the opportunity to go in-depth on a
particular hurricane preparedness topic such as forecasting, building codes, yard preparation, etc.

Redistricting meetings set

The population of Florida grew by nearly three million people in the 10 years between 2000 and 2010. That
means changes will be made to Florida’s congressional, state Senate and state House member districts.

In 2012, the Legislature will redraw the state's congressional districts as well as districts for Florida’s House
and Senate seats. The number of congressional districts in Florida will increase from 25 to 27. In general,
districts are redrawn to accommodate population changes and ensure that district populations are as nearly
equal in number as practicable. 

Reapportionment Committee members will be conducting a series of public hearings throughout Florida to
gather public input on the redistricting process.  Two public hearings will be conducted in Pinellas County
this month.

Thursday, Aug. 25
Tarpon Springs City Commission Auditorium
324 E. Pine St., Tarpon Springs
4 to 7:30 p.m.

The public meeting in Tarpon Springs is coordinated by state Rep. Peter Nehr, (727) 943-4880. 

Tuesday, Aug 30
St. Petersburg College EpiCenter
13805  58th St. N., Largo
8 a.m. to 11 a.m.

The meeting at the EpiCenter is coordinated by the Florida Redistricting Committee and House, Senate and
congressional redistricting sub-committees, (850) 487-5855.

For more information on redistricting, go to the Florida Senate website  or the Florida Redistricting
website .

Return to top

This week’s events

Aug. 20
Guided Hike: See how the land has changed over time and the ecological footprints left by those changes.
Wear closed-toe shoes; bring water and a hat. Best for ages 6 and older. 9 to 10:30 a.m. Free; advance
registration required. Brooker Creek Preserve, 3940 Keystone Road, Tarpon Springs. (727) 453-6800;
www.brookercreekpreserve.org. 
 
Aug. 20
Weedon Walkabout: Hike the coastal environment and upland ecosystems of Weedon Island and learn of
the preserve’s early residents. Water, a snack, a hat and closed-toe shoes are recommended. Best for ages
6 and older. 9 to 11 a.m. Free; advance registration required. Weedon Island Preserve, 1800 Weedon Drive
N.E., St. Petersburg. (727) 453-6500; www.weedonislandpreserve.org.

Aug. 20
The World of Plankton: Plankton is a diverse group of organisms suspended in the water of estuaries,
oceans and other bodies of water. Microscopes will help reveal these fascinating live creatures. Stop by for
this self-guided activity. For ages 8 and older. 1 to 3 p.m. Free. Weedon Island Preserve, 1800 Weedon
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Drive N.E., St. Petersburg. (727) 453-6500; www.weedonislandpreserve.org.

 
Aug. 20
Citizen Scientist Workshop: Free training to engage volunteers in the collection of local ecological
information and introduce Nature’s Notebook, a project of the USA National Phenology Network. Phenology is
the study of periodic plant and animal life cycle events and how these are influenced by seasonal and inter-
annual variations in climate. Noon to 3 p.m.  Free; advance registration required. Booker Creek Preserve,
3940 Keystone Road, Tarpon Springs. (727) 453-6800; www.brookercreekpreserve.org.

Aug. 23
Sustainable Floridians Pioneers: Those interested in a green lifestyle and wishing to volunteer may do so
at this program designed to meet the instructors and review course materials of the seven-week Sustainable
Floridian master volunteer program. 10 a.m. to noon. Free; advance registration required. Pinellas County
Extension, 12520 Ulmerton Road, Largo. (727) 582-2100; www.pinellascountyextension.org. 
            
Aug. 24
Fertilizer/Pesticide BMPs: Class training to obtain Limited Certification for Urban Landscape Commercial
Fertilizer (LCULCF). BMP certification awarded upon passing the exam. 4 FDACS pesticide CEUs provided. 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. Cost is $15, but free to employees of Pinellas County and Pinellas County School Board and
Pinellas County Master Gardener Volunteers (must have ID on day of class). Advance registration required.
Pinellas County Extension, 12520 Ulmerton Road, Largo. (727) 582-2100;
www.pinellascountyextension.org.
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Update on sentinel chickens

Pinellas County Mosquito Control received results from the sentinel chicken that had showed indications of
West Nile virus. The secondary test came back negative for West Nile virus, but uncertain for St. Louis
encephalitis.

This is still preliminary and a serum test is being conducted to determine further information about
antibodies. The results are expected to be received early next week.

Sentinel chickens serve as an early-warning detection system for mosquito-borne arboviral diseases and
can signal the fact that mosquitoes carrying the diseases are present in the area. There are eight locations
in the county where chickens are kept and tested weekly. The chicken that shows an indication of St. Louis
encephalitis was kept at Sawgrass Lake Park in St. Petersburg.

A sentinel chicken at the North Highway Maintenance Yard in Clearwater tested positive for West Nile virus
on Aug. 2.

Recent rains have caused an increase in the mosquito population in Pinellas County.  Mosquito Control
technicians are aggressively treating known breeding areas by ground and by air, as well as responding to
requests from residents. 

Technicians report that the majority of the homes they visit harbor conditions ideal for mosquitoes. 
Mosquitoes can breed in as little as one quarter inch of standing water, so residents are advised to take the
following precautions:

Empty water from old tires, flowerpots, garbage can lids, recycling containers, boat tarps and buckets. 
Eliminate standing water near plumbing drains, air conditioner drips, septic tanks or rain gutters.

Flush birdbaths and wading pools weekly. Flush bromeliads twice weekly or treat with a biological
larvicide.

Change the water in outdoor pet dishes daily.

Keep pools adequately chlorinated.

Stock ornamental ponds with mosquito-eating gambusia fish.

Cover rain barrels with fine mesh screening.

Repair rips or tears in door and window screens.
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In addition, the Florida Department of Health advises residents to follow preventive measures consisting of
the 3 Ds:

Drain standing water around the home.

Dress in light colors and wear loose fitting clothing that covers the arms and legs.

Defend yourself by using mosquito repellent containing DEET, picaridin or oil of lemon eucalyptus on
exposed skin, in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations.

By taking these simple precautions, residents can help reduce the number of mosquitoes and minimize
mosquito-borne diseases.  More information on controling mosquitoes and a mosquito control request form
can be found at the Pinellas County Mosquito Control website or residents can call Pinellas County Mosquito
Control at (727) 464-7503.

For updates, follow Pinellas County on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. Pinellas County complies with
the Americans with Disabilities Act.
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Budget workshops cancelled

The Thursday, Aug. 18, and Thursday, Aug. 25, Pinellas County budget workshops have been canceled.
The next meeting of the Board of County Commissioners will be on Tuesday, Aug. 23, with a regular meeting
at 3 p.m. and public hearings at 6:30 p.m. The commissioners meet in the fifth-floor assembly room of the
Pinellas County Courthouse, 315 Court St., Clearwater.

View the meetings online () or watch PCC-TV (Bright House Channel 622, Knology Channel 18 or Verizon
channel 44.) The agenda and corresponding documentation is available online at County Meeting Agendas.
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Tree planting complete

The native tree planting project at Joe’s Creek Greenway Park has been successfully completed, as a result
of a $19,297 grant from the Florida Division of Forestry. The funds were provided by the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

This grant funded the installation of 34 cabbage palms, 31 southern red cedar, 12 slash pine and 22 live oak
trees. Additionally, the funding provided for the acquisition of low-volume irrigation supplies to help water the
larger trees until they are established. The diversity of trees provide shade for park visitors and enhance
park habitat for wildlife.
 
For more information, call Debbie Chayet, Pinellas County Parks and Conservation Resources, at (727) 582-
2521.
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eTownHall: TRIM Aug. 25

As property owners receive their annual Truth in Millage (TRIM) notices from the Pinellas County Property
Appraiser’s office, they may have questions about the notice and how their property values are used to set
property tax rates.

The eTownHall: TRIM 2011 will be held Thursday, Aug. 25, from 7 to 8 p.m. to explain the TRIM notice: why
property owners receive the notice, what the information means, who the taxing authorities are and what
millage rates are.

The event will be shown live on the eTownHall website . During the interactive online event, residents can
blog, tweet, follow the blog and view live video online or on TV. The eTownHall will include an iTownHall
component, which enables residents to call in questions. Citizens can blog and tweet questions starting at 9
a.m. Monday, Aug. 22.

The panelists for the event are: Pinellas County Property Appraiser Pam Dubov, Pinellas County School
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Board Chairperson Carol Cook, Juvenile Welfare Board Executive Director D. Gay Lancaster and PSTA
Board Chairman and Indian Rocks Beach Mayor R.B. Johnson. The event will be moderated by Len
Ciecieznski of the Pinellas County Communications Department.

There are five ways to participate.

1. Log onto Twitter. Tweets can be considered for the blog by entering a comment in the message field
and including #pinellastrim in the message. This alerts blog moderators that a message should be
considered for the discussion.

2. Blog on the website. The blog opens at 9 a.m. Monday, Aug. 22, for early questions on Thursday
evening.

3. Call in during the event. To ask a question and to listen to the event, dial (727) 464-TOWN (8696).
Email reminders will be sent to those who log onto the website and sign up early. The website also has
information about the event and includes resources to learn more about property taxes.

4. Watch the event live on PCC-TV (Bright House Channel 622, Knology Channel 18 or Verizon Channel
44).

Participation in the event will be available in the conference room of the Pinellas County Communications
Department, 333 Chestnut St., Clearwater. In addition, the Pinellas Public Library Cooperative will dedicate
computers for the eTownHall at three public libraries:

Palm Harbor Library
2330 Nebraska Ave.

Palm Harbor
(727) 784-3332

Seminole Community Library
9200 113th St. N.

Seminole
(727) 394-6905

St. Petersburg Public Library/ James Weldon Johnson Branch
1059 18th Ave. S.

St. Petersburg
(727) 893-7113

For more information on the Truth in Millage notice and property appraisals in general, visit the
Pinellas County Property Appraiser’s website.

Pinellas County is the first government in the region to integrate five forms of participation in an interactive,
online event. The eTownHall earned the 2011 Achievement Award from the National Association of Counties
and the Outstanding Public Information and Education Award from both the Florida Governor’s and National
Hurricane conferences.

For more information on the eTownHall event, go to the eTownHall website  call (727) 464-3000 or
watch a video of one of the prior eTownHall events on You Tube .  Find Pinellas County government
on Facebook, Twitter and You Tube.

Pinellas County complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act. If you are a person with a disability who
needs any accommodation in order to participate in this event, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the
provision of certain assistance. At least seven days prior to the event, contact the Office of Human Rights,
400 S. Harrison Ave., Suite 500, Clearwater, FL 33756 (V/TDD).
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Grant helps homeowners prepare for storm season
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Pinellas County may be able to assist low income homeowners make important home improvements with a
Hurricane Mitigation Grant. Up to $20,000 is available to help residents prepare their home for storm season.

The property must be the primary residence with a just value not to exceed $151,000 as listed by the
Property Appraiser’s Office.

Income guidelines:

Maximum Annual Household Income
Number of People in Household

1 2 3 4 5 6

Yearly $31,650 $36,200 $40,700 $45,200 $48,850 52,450

Eligible repairs include:

Reinforcement or replacement of roof systems

Hurricane roof straps

Impact-resistant windows

Permanent hurricane shutters

Wind-resistant garage doors and exterior doors

Mobile home tie-downs and anchors (mobile homes built prior to 1976 are not eligible)

In addition to the Hurricane Mitigation Grant, Pinellas County offers a zero-percent-interest loan that may be
used to make necessary home improvements and additional hurricane mitigation.  The same income and
property eligibility guidelines apply. The maximum loan amount is $20,000 and must be repaid within 20
years.  The low interest loan and grant may be used together.

According to Anthony M. Jones, director of Pinellas County Community Development, “It is extremely
important for residents to take hurricane preparedness seriously. These programs are an excellent
opportunity to help residents fortify their homes and be better prepared for storm season.”  
The program is available for properties in unincorporated Pinellas County and several surrounding cities. 
Residents in Clearwater, Largo, St. Petersburg and Belleair Shore should contact those cities directly to
inquire about the availability of housing repair programs.

Funds are limited and will be available beginning Aug. 1. For more information call Community Development
at (727) 464-8210 or email cdprograms@pinellascounty.org.

For more information on Pinellas County services and programs, visit www.pinellascounty.org, now with
LiveChat, or create a shortcut to www.pinellascounty.org/mobile on any smartphone. Pinellas County
government is on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. Pinellas County complies with the Americans with
Disabilities Act.
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Department of Justice and Consumer Services is moving

New office is in downtown Clearwater

As of Monday, Aug. 29, Pinellas County’s Department of Justice and Consumer Services will be in new
offices at 631 Chestnut St. in downtown Clearwater, the former home of the Pinellas County Park
Department (currently Parks and Conservation Services).

The department has two divisions, the Office of Consumer Protection and the Office of Justice Coordination.

Justice Coordination administers contracts and program funding related to the criminal justice system
including grants, contracts and programs for the Pinellas-Pasco Medical Examiner, Gulfcoast Legal Services
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and the Sixth Judicial Circuit’s Drug Court.  Justice Coordination’s phone number will remain the same at
(727) 453-7441.

Through investigation of consumer complaints, Consumer Protection provides regulatory enforcement
of county ordinances regarding charitable solicitations, bingo, fortunetelling, price gouging, towing, moving
and adult use establishments.

In addition, the department conducts criminal investigations of consumer fraud, mediation of consumer
complaints and provides consumer outreach information to alert the public regarding scams, consumer
fraud, identity theft and Internet crime. The main consumer line is (727) 464-6200.
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Tune into green homes

Green homes and free energy audits are the featured topics s on There’s No Place Like Home, the radio
show sponsored by the Housing Finance Authority of Pinellas County. The show can also be watched on
Pinellas County Connection Television, YouTube, or viewed online.

The show features Joe Triolo, program manager of the Home Advantage Home Energy Program with
Progress Energy, and Sam Moore of Planet Green Group. Guests will highlight the monthly energy savings
that residents can enjoy with a few simple quick tips and share the latest in green building technologies.

The program, which features different issues each month, is sponsored by the Housing Finance Authority of
Pinellas County. It airs the first Thursday of each month from 10:05 to 10:35 a.m. on WRXB 1590 AM.

Questions or comments about the show may be emailed to HousingFinanceAuthority@pinellascounty.org. 
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Learn how to become part of the disaster response – eSeries: Prepare to Survive

In the event of a hurricane or other natural disaster, residents can learn how to become part of the disaster
response. Join eSeries: Prepare to Survive at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 3, as host Tom Iovino interviews
Captain Larry Thompson of Lealman Fire Rescue. Thompson will talk about Citizen Emergency Response
Teams, how they are formed and what duties they have after a disaster.

A live blog feature will open at www.pinellascounty.org/eseries before the presentation begins at 7 p.m.
Those interested in submitting a question for consideration can log in and enter their question into the blog
window. Questions that meet the terms of participation will be posted. Since the show is only 15 minutes long,
not all questions may be answered on air. Unanswered questions will be answered and posted online after
the event.

Prepare to Survive can also be seen on PCC-TV (Bright House Channel 622, Knology Channel 18 or Verizon
Channel 44). The dates for upcoming Prepare to Survive eSeries presentations are Oct. 5, Nov. 2 and Dec.
7. Look for eTownHall: Surviving the Storm 2011 on Wednesday, Sept. 7.

Video of the previous eSeries: Prepare to Survive is available on the Pinellas County website and on
YouTube at  www.youtube.com/pcctv1.

The eSeries is part of an initiative by Pinellas County to reach a wider audience through the use of emerging
technologies with a focus on hurricane preparedness. The county is also using email subscriber lists,
emergency text notifications, social media and the new LiveChat featured on www.pinellascounty.org. These
efforts supplement conventional outreach initiatives.

For more information Pinellas County services and programs, visit www.pinellascounty.org or create a
shortcut to www.pinellascounty.org/mobile on your cell phone. Pinellas County government is on Facebook,
Twitter and YouTube. Pinellas County complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act.
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Starkey Road open to traffic

CSX Transportation, Inc., with assistance from Pinellas County, has completed repair work on the railroad

http://www.pinellascounty.org/newsrel.htm#
http://www.pinellascounty.org/newsrel.htm#top
http://www.pinellascounty.org/www.pinellascounty.org/community/hfa/Media.htm
mailto:HousingFinanceAuthority@pinellascounty.org
http://www.pinellascounty.org/newsrel.htm#top
http://www.pinellascounty.org/eseries
http://www.youtube.com/pcctv1
http://www.pinellascounty.org/
http://www.pinellascounty.org/
http://www.pinellascounty.org/mobile
http://www.pinellascounty.org/newsrel.htm#top


crossing at Starkey Road, between Bryan Dairy Road and Ulmerton Road.

All lanes were opened to traffic late last night and no further lane closures are expected at this location.
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At Pinellas County Extension – registration made easy

Rain barrels, cooking classes, financial plans, 4-H … Pinellas County Extension has always addressed a
variety of issues to help residents improve their quality of life. As an outreach of the University of Florida, the
educational programs are geared toward making the most of resources, from money management skills to
programs that teach energy efficient practices.

To make it easier for residents to participate in the variety of classes and program, Extension agents are
introducing a citizen-friendly process to facilitate advance registration for programs. The new format will
make it easy to sign up for any of the special events.

“We are very excited about this new registration because it is so easy and fun for people to use,” said Mary
Campbell, director of Pinellas County Extension. “We hope it will translate into more of our citizens taking
advantage of our services.”

The new registration site will come online on Monday, Aug. 1, for all of the Extension classes that require
registration, including those held at the Extension office in Largo, Brooker Creek Preserve in Tarpon Springs
and Weedon Island Preserve in St. Petersburg. Online visitors will be easily directed to the registration page.
Payment for classes with fees can be made using a credit or debit card (no cash or checks).

Pinellas County Extension is a partnership between Pinellas County government and the University of Florida
Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS) as part of a nationwide network of land grant
universities. The University of Florida is an equal access/equal opportunity institution.

The mission of Pinellas County Extension is to provide research-based knowledge and education programs
enabling people to make practical decisions to improve their quality of life and the world around them.
Education focuses on sustainable living, lawn and garden, families and consumers, and 4-H youth
development.

Pinellas County Extension offers programming at the Extension office, 12520 Ulmerton Road, Largo, (727)
582-2100, Brooker Creek Preserve Environmental Education Center, 3940 Keystone Road, Tarpon
Springs, (727) 453-6800 and Weedon Island Preserve Cultural and Natural History Center, 1800
Weedon Drive N.E., St. Petersburg, (727) 453-6500.

Pinellas County complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act. If you are a person with a disability
who needs any accommodation in order to participate, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the
provision of certain assistance. At least seven days prior to the event, contact the Office of Human
Rights, 400 S. Fort Harrison Ave., Suite 500, Clearwater, FL 33756, (727) 464-4062 (V/TDD).
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The fort at Fort De Soto Park is open

The fort at Fort De Soto Park reopened Wednesday, July 27, after being closed to the public for a $1.1
million restoration project. The work began in October 2010. 

The restorative work focused on the repair of clogged air vents and collapsed
drainage systems. In addition, excavated sand was replaced and new native,
drought-resistant dune plants were added to restore the fort to its original
camouflaged appearance. Crews also patched cracks, pressure cleaned
walkways and access ways and installed a ramp that is compliant with the
Americans with Disabilities Act. The ramp leads to the fort’s upper observation
areas on the south end as well as new stairs on the north end.

The restoration project was funded by a $500,000 grant from the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection, a $246,000 grant from Save America’s Treasures, which is out of the National Parks Service and
$354,000 from the Penny for Pinellas.

http://www.pinellascounty.org/newsrel.htm#top
http://www.pinellascountyextension.org/
http://www.pinellascounty.org/newsrel.htm#
http://brookercreekpreserve.org/
http://www.pinellascounty.org/newsrel.htm#
http://weedonislandpreserve.org/
http://www.pinellascounty.org/newsrel.htm#
http://www.pinellascounty.org/newsrel.htm#
http://www.pinellascounty.org/newsrel.htm#top


The largest park within the Pinellas County park system, Fort De Soto Park consists of 1,136 acres on five
interconnected islands (keys). The fort is an important part of the area’s history.

The fort was named after the Spanish explorer Hernando De Soto in 1900 and was built to offer a military
defense during the Spanish-American War. Fortifications were built on Mullet Key, on which the fort at Fort
De Soto was built, and Egmont Key. During this time, Tampa became the port of embarkation for U.S. troops
and supplies going to the Caribbean war zones.

Fort De Soto was never the site of any major battle and the weapons of the forts on the two islands were
never fired in combat. However, that era was significant in terms of the evolution of modern weaponry. A
historic guide to Fort De Soto is available online.

For more information on Pinellas County services and programs, visit www.pinellascounty.org, now with
LiveChat, or create a shortcut to www.pinellascounty.org/mobile on any smartphone. Pinellas County
government is on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. Pinellas County complies with the Americans with
Disabilities Act.
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Redevelopment continues

Work will soon be started on a new addition to Largo’s redevelopment efforts along the Clearwater-Largo
Road corridor. Bayside Court Apartments is an affordable housing apartment complex that is the result of a
partnership between public and private sectors.

Pinellas County, the city of Largo, the Housing Finance Authority of Pinellas County, Neighborhood Lending
Partners and JPMorgan Chase joined efforts to bring this project to the community. Pinellas County, Largo
and the Housing Finance Authority provided financial assistance from the federal Neighborhood Stabilization
Program, which supports the purchase and redevelopment of foreclosed properties.

Neighborhood Lending Partners, a multi-bank lending consortium that provides financing for developers of
affordable housing and community revitalization, partnered with Pinellas County and the Housing Finance
Authority to secure this federal funding.  The Housing Finance Authority also issued multi-family bonds for
the new development which has been placed in the county’s Community Land Trust. 

The mixed-income garden style apartments will be developed by The Richman Group of Florida, Inc.
JPMorgan Chase & Co. is providing financing of $10.25 million during the construction phase. 

 “This is an exciting, creative project that leveraged federal, local and private funding to create a unique
community that residents will be delighted to call home,” said Anthony M. Jones, director of Pinellas County
Community Development and executive director of the Housing Finance Authority.

Bayside Court will consist of 144 two- and three-bedroom apartments with unit sizes ranging from 1,022
square feet to 1,288 square feet. The floor plans include 9-foot ceilings, private balconies, fully equipped
kitchens with Energy Star appliances and built-in microwave; Shaker-style cabinetry, granite-like countertops
and ceramic tile floors.

Bayside Court will also offer outdoor amenities, including a resort-style pool, a playground and a car-care
area. The 4,000-square-foot clubhouse will feature a resident lounge with a billiards table, an activity room
with WiFi, computer workstations and a full fitness center.

Bayside Court is scheduled to be completed by the summer of 2012. Leasing is scheduled to begin in March
of 2012.  Leasing information is available at www.baysidecourtfl.com or (888) 344-9222.
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Water treatment change on tap

The method of water treatment utilized by Pinellas County Utilities and its wholesale customers will be
temporarily modified between Aug. 1 and Sept. 12, 2011. This short-term change from chloramine to chlorine
disinfection is a routine maintenance measure designed to optimize water quality.
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Those impacted by this maintenance program include Pinellas County Utilities customers as well as
customers in the cities of Clearwater, Pinellas Park, Safety Harbor, Tarpon Springs and Oldsmar. Many
communities using chloramine annually utilize chlorine for a short period to maintain system water quality.
Pinellas County Utilities switched to chloramine in 2002 to ensure compliance with Environmental Protection
Agency standards.

Kidney dialysis patients should not be impacted, but should contact their dialysis care provider for more
information about chlorine treatment. Fish owners should not be affected if they already have a system in
place to remove chloramines, but should contact local pet suppliers with any questions.

There are no major indications of significant bacteriological contamination problems and this disinfection
program is designed to maintain distribution system water quality and minimize the potential for any future
problem. The water will continue to meet Federal and State standards for safe drinking water. Customers
may notice a slight difference in taste and/or odor of the water during this temporary change in treatment.
Conditions experienced by Utilities customers will be identical to the more than 50 years prior to 2002 when
chlorine was used as the primary disinfectant in the water.

For more information, visit Pinellas County Utilities or contact Pinellas County Utilities Customer Service at
(727) 464-4000.
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Utilities proposes rate changes

Pinellas County Utilities is proposing changes for the fiscal years 2011-12 to 2014-15 to its wholesale and
retail sewer and water rates, and retail reclaimed water rates.

A public hearing is scheduled for Tuesday, September 27, at 6:30 p.m. If these rate proposals are approved
at that time, the new rates will become effective Oct.1 of each year beginning in 2011.

The Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners meet in the fifth-floor assembly room of the Pinellas
County Courthouse, 315 Court St., Clearwater.
For information about the proposals and the public hearing, go to Pinellas County Utilities Proposed
Rate Changes or contact Pinellas County Utilities at (727) 464-4000.
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Reclaimed systems re-inspections

Pinellas County Utilities inspectors will soon be conducting re-inspections of all connections to the reclaimed
water distribution system. These inspections are required by the Florida Administrative Code and are
designed to protect public health and safety of the drinking water supply. The inspections ensure that there
are no cross connections between the drinking water system and any other source of water, including
reclaimed water.

As part of this state-mandated requirement, reclaimed water sprinkler system inspections will be occurring in
the coming months, and will continue on a periodic basis. These inspections require Pinellas County
inspectors to access the reclaimed water service box, potable (drinking) water meter, and potable water hose
bibbs, and to conduct an inspection of sprinkler systems and hose bibb components to ensure compliance
with the state law.

During these inspections, the potable water meter servicing your property will be turned off for a short period
of time and your potable water hose bibbs will be opened. Residents may notice a small amount of air in the
plumbing system when faucets are initially turned on after the inspection.

When reclaimed water service was initially established, the terms of service explained the importance of the
county or Pinellas County Public Health Unit staff periodically entering the premises to inspect reclaimed
water piping and fittings. Most inspections do not require the homeowner or resident to be home to operate
their irrigation system, unless the inspector determines that a complete cross connection inspection is
necessary due to system alterations made since the initial inspection.
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Utilities inspectors will be in uniform and driving marked county vehicles. A tag will be left on the door with
results of the inspection. If customers have questions or need additional information, please call Pinellas
County Utilities Customer Service at (727) 464-4000.

Pinellas County government is on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. Pinellas County complies with the
Americans with Disabilities Act.
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Program is a healthy mix

Sharing valuable lessons about nutrition, fitness, wellness and culinary arts in a fun environment is a recipe
for community success.

With a training session scheduled to begin in September, the Pinellas County Extension Master Volunteer
University offers the perfect ingredients for volunteerism success that blends equal parts of interactive fun
and enthusiasm with top-notch training. This is the third year that training is being offered.

Volunteers reach a variety of citizens including seniors, children and families. Programs are provided for
faith-based organizations, family centers, worksites, schools, recreation centers and other locations with
groups interested in learning how to live a healthy lifestyle.

Applications for the program must be submitted by Friday, Aug. 26. For an application, visit Pinellas County
Extension or call (727) 582-2104.

Prior training, education and nutrition knowledge are not needed for selection. What is required is a
sincere desire to learn and help others along with a personal commitment to volunteer. To rise to the level of
a master food and nutrition volunteer, participants take a 40-hour training program developed by Extension
experts. Training classes run from Tuesday, Sept. 13, through Tuesday, Nov. 15. Classes will be spiced up
with lectures, workshops, demonstrations and field trips to give volunteers all the tools and techniques for
success.
 
The $50 training fee covers class supplies and course materials including the book, American Dietetic
Association Complete Food and Nutrition Guide.  Hot training topics will include smart eating guidelines, the
truth about carbs, understanding the food pyramid, facts about fiber, fat facts, food safety and tips on how to
best prepare food. A trip to the grocery store to get the scoop on supermarket know-how is planned.

The Master Food and Nutrition Volunteer program is part of the Pinellas County Extension Master Volunteer
University and is a partnership between Pinellas County Extension Family and Consumer Sciences and 4-H
Youth Development.

Pinellas County Extension is a partnership between Pinellas County government and the University of Florida
Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences as part of a nationwide network of land grant universities. The
University of Florida is an equal access/equal opportunity institution.

The mission of Pinellas County Extension is to provide research-based knowledge and education programs
enabling people to make practical decisions to improve their quality of life and the world around them.
Education focuses on sustainable living, lawn and garden, families and consumers and 4-H youth
development.

Pinellas County Extension is located at 12520 Ulmerton Road in Largo, with programs offered at the
Extension office, Brooker Creek Preserve Environmental Education Center and Weedon Island Preserve
Cultural and Natural History Center. For more information, visit Pinellas County Extension. Find Pinellas
Extension on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.

Pinellas County complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act. If you are a person with a disability who
needs any accommodations in order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to
the provision of certain assistance. At least seven days prior to the event, contact the Office of Human
Rights, 400 S. Harrison Ave., Suite 500, Clearwater, FL 33756, (727) 464-4062 (V/TDD).
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Jubilee donations sought

It may be the middle of summer but at Heritage Village thoughts are already turning to October, when the
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If your house number ends in: Then water on:

EVEN number (0, 2, 4, 6, 8) Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday

ODD number (1, 3, 5, 7, 9) Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday

mixed or no address Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday

It may be the middle of summer but at Heritage Village thoughts are already turning to October, when the
33rd annual Fall Jubilee brings a celebration of autumn to Pinellas County with artisans, musicians,
demonstrations and more.

One of the biggest draws to the event each year is the huge flea market and book sale, conducted by the
Pinellas County Historical Society. Proceeds from this fundraising activity go directly to the operations at
Heritage Village and its success depends on the generosity of residents to donate their treasures for the
sale.

Donations to the flea market and book sale are now being collected at Heritage Village during normal
operating hours. The Historical Society is accepting books, tools, dishes, silverware, sports equipment, craft
items, toys, jewelry, furniture, seasonal decorations and all types of housewares. Please, no clothing, shoes,
computers or televisions.

For more information on making a donation or to make an appointment to drop off more than a few boxes,
call (727) 582-2233. 

The 33rd annual Fall Jubilee will be held on Saturday, Oct. 22, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. It will feature craft
and artisan vendors, musical entertainment, tours of historical homes, a food court, traditional craft
demonstrations and living history activities, as well as the flea market and book sale.

Vendors are still being accepted. Interested vendors can call (727) 582-2233.

Heritage Village, operated by Pinellas County government, is located at 11909 125th St. N. in Largo,
adjacent to the Florida Botanical Gardens. Operating hours are Wednesday to Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. and Sunday from 1 to 4 p.m. It is closed Monday, Tuesday and all county holidays.

Heritage Village brings to life more than 150 years of rich and colorful local history in a picturesque
landscape of palmettos and pine trees. More than 25 buildings and structures are restored, authentic and
full of fun. For more information on Heritage Village  call (727) 582-2123.

Pinellas County complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act.
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S. county reclaimed fully operational

The south Pinellas County reclaimed water system returned to full operation on July 12. Through the
implementation of zone control, customer response to a request to conserve, and the return of seasonal
rains, the reclaimed water system in south county is now capable of operating at full capacity. The north
county reclaimed water system returned to normal operation on Friday, July 8.

Reclaimed water customers are still encouraged to conserve by limiting irrigation to every other day as
requested by the Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners. The voluntary watering on alternate days
should follow the schedule based on house numbers:

Residents should refrain from irrigating
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.

Pinellas County Utilities appreciates everyone’s patience and understanding during the period of limited
reclaimed water availability. If customers have further questions, they may call Utilities Customer Service at
(727) 464-4000, or visit Pinellas County Utilities webpage.

Pinellas County government is on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. Pinellas County complies with the
Americans with Disabilities Act.
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County earns NACo awards

The National Association of Counties has honored Pinellas County with two 2011 NACo Achievement Awards
for the Transportation eTownHall: On-Line and On-Call event, and the Financial Assistance Program 3-
Track System. The Achievement Awards are in recognition of effective and innovative programs which
contribute to and enhance county government in the United States. This year’s awards will be presented at
the 15th Annual Awards Ceremony on July 17, 2011 during the 2011 NACo Annual Conference and
Exposition in Multnomah County, Oregon.

Pinellas County Government, in partnership with the Pinellas County Transit Alternatives Analysis Team and
Jacobs (consultants), produced the region’s first-of-its-kind Transportation eTownHall: On-Line and On-Call.
This unique multi-media event consisted of several program components that encouraged citizen interaction
regarding the future of transportation in Pinellas County: logging on to the county’s website to participate in
a moderated blog conversation and/or to view the streaming video of the live event; watching the live event
on PCC-TV’s cable channel; or participating by telephone as part of a random sample of residents invited to
join the live event.

Pinellas County’s Financial Assistance Program is based upon a three-track self-sufficiency model. Time-
limited assistance is provided to clients who are found to be in need and meet specific eligibility criteria. This
program is intended to assist residents only until they become self-sufficient or reach time limits established
for each track. Clients undergo an employability exam and drug testing via a referral to a contracted vendor
who adjudicates the severity of their condition and how it impacts their employability or ability to become self-
sufficient. Intensive case management, vocational training and assistance in applying for Federal
Supplemental Security Income and Social Security Disability benefits is provided, depending on each client’s
particular situation. 

The Annual Achievement Award Program which began in 1970, is a non-competitive awards program
that recognizes innovative county government programs in 21 different categories. The applications are
judged based on their own merits according to specific criteria including measurable results, best
management practices and governmental accountability.
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Budget presentation earns award

Pinellas County has earned the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award from the Government Finance
Officers Association of the United States and Canada for the presentation of the county’s 2011 budget.  This
is the sixth consecutive year Pinellas has received this award.

Pinellas County Administrator Bob LaSala presented the award to John Woodruff, director of the Office of
Management and Budget, at the July 12 Board of County Commissioners meeting.

The GFOA Distinguished Budget Presentation Award represents a significant achievement by the county,
reflecting the commitment of the Board of Commissioners and the staff to meet the highest principles of
governmental budgeting. In order to receive the budget award, the Office of Management and Budget had to
satisfy nationally recognized guidelines for effective budget presentation. The guidelines are designed to
assess how well the budget serves as:

a policy document

a financial plan

an operations guide

a communications device

Budget documents must be rated “proficient” in all four categories and the 14 mandatory criteria within those
categories to receive the award. 

As the only national awards program for governmental budgeting, submissions come from counties, cities,
school districts and other special districts from throughout the U.S. and Canada. Only 1,200 entities are
chosen for this award.
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North Pinellas County reclaimed water system returning to full operation

Conservation still encouraged

The north Pinellas County reclaimed water system will return to full operation beginning Friday, July 8.
Through the implementation of zone control, customer response to a request to conserve, and the return of
seasonal rains, the reclaimed water system in north county is now capable of operating at full capacity.

Reclaimed water customers are still encouraged to conserve by limiting irrigation to every other day as
requested by the Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners. The voluntary watering on alternate days
should follow the schedule based on house numbers:

House numbers ending in an even number (0, 2, 4, 6, 8), water on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.

House numbers ending in an odd number (1, 3, 5, 7, 9), water on Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday.

House numbers ending in a mixed or no address, water on Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday.

If your house number ends in: Then water on:

EVEN number (0, 2, 4, 6, 8) Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday

ODD number (1, 3, 5, 7, 9) Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday

mixed or no address Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday

Residents should refrain from irrigating between the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.

Pinellas County Utilities appreciates everyone’s patience and understanding during the period of limited
reclaimed water availability. If customers have further questions, they may call Utilities Customer Service at
(727) 464-4000, or visit www.pinellascounty.org/utilities.
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Beach recycling

Millions of residents and visitors to Pinellas County beaches will soon find a convenient way to recycle their
cans and bottles with the Gulf Beaches Recycling Program. In phase one, already in motion, beachgoers
should look for new blue plastic recycling containers at Pinellas County beach access parks along the Gulf
Beaches, including Sand Key Park, Sunset Beach in Tarpon Springs, and beaches in Madeira Beach, Indian
Shores, Indian Rocks Beach and St. Pete Beach. The convenient containers for recycling aluminum and
plastic beverage containers will be located near parking areas so beachgoers can drop items off as they
arrive or leave.

In phase two, rolling out in September, recycling containers will be added at Honeymoon Island State Park,
Dunedin Causeway and Fred Howard Park, and public beaches along Redington Beach, North Redington
Beach, Treasure Island, Redington Shores, Tiki Gardens and Park Boulevard Boat Ramp. When complete,
the Gulf Beaches Recycling Program will include approximately 350 containers at more than a dozen state,
municipal and county beach locations. The program is strongly supported by the Pinellas County Parks and
Conservation Resources Department, Visit St. Petersburg-Clearwater and the participating cities.

The Gulf Beaches Recycling Program will promote an eco-friendly message to the estimated 13 million
annual visitors to Pinellas County, and provide the public with an easy way to recycle beverage containers
beachside. Based on a recent beach recycling pilot study, the program is expected to reduce trash volume
at the targeted locations by at least 50 percent. The study also indicated that 99 percent of beach visitors
would recycle if given the opportunity.
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July is loose-ends month for hurricane preparedness
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Residents have been busy the past few months finding their home's evacuation level, stocking survival kits
and preparing important papers. But have all of the finer points in those survival plans been considered?
With storm activity traditionally light in July, it is the perfect month to tie up the loose ends for hurricane
plans. Some items frequently overlooked include:
 
Pet preparation
Should an evacuation be ordered, many pet owners will risk everything because they haven’t made
arrangements for their pets. Create a plan that includes food, medications, identification and anything else a
pet will need, and decide now on a pet-friendly shelter such as at a friend’s home or at a hotel that welcomes
pets.

The car needs a kit
Residents may have their homes prepared, but what about their cars? Jumper cables, a flashlight, a first aid
kit, a small tool kit and some extra nonperishable food and water may mean the difference between getting to
an evacuation destination safely and being stuck on the road.

Need a lift? 
Residents who are mobility impaired and have no other transportation option can register for special needs
evacuation assistance. Should an evacuation order be issued, the local fire department will make
arrangements to pick up the registered person and transport him or her to a special needs shelter.
Residents who believe they may qualify can call their local fire department for more information.

What about medications? 
Since pharmacies may be closed after a storm affects an area, it's critical that residents get enough
prescription medication to last a minimum of two weeks. Florida Statute 252.358 and 462.0275 require all
insurers and managed-care organizations to suspend refill-too-soon restrictions when a patient seeks a refill
in a county under a hurricane warning or in a state of emergency. Remember to also include over-the-
counter medications.

Renters need a plan, too
While an apartment may be in a non-evacuation zone, what are the landlord’s or property manager’s plans
to secure the facility in the event of a hurricane?  Now is the time to check out the plans.

For more information on hurricane preparedness, call Emergency Management at (727) 464-3800 or 
visit www.pinellascounty.org/emergency and join Pinellas County Emergency Management on Twitter at
www.twitter.com/pinellasem.  Pinellas County government is also on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.
Pinellas County complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act.
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Pet preparedness eSeries

Pets are an important part of many homes across the country, but how many pet owners have a survival plan
for their pets should disaster strike? Join eSeries: Prepare to Survive as host Tom Iovino interviews Connie
Brooks, President of the Bay Area Disaster Animal Response Team. Brooks will share her eye-opening
experiences from this spring’s deadly tornadoes and offer sound tips on the best way to ensure pets and
their owners can prepare, survive and recover from disasters.

A live blog feature will open online  before the presentation begins at 7 p.m. Those interested in submitting a
question for consideration can log in and enter them into the blog window. Questions meeting the terms of
participation will be posted. Since the show is only 15 minutes long, not all questions may be answered on
air. Those questions will be answered and posted online after the event.

Prepare to Survive can also be seen on PCC-TV (Bright House Channel 622, Knology Channel 18 or Verizon
Channel 44). The dates for our upcoming Prepare to Survive eSeries presentations are Aug. 3, Oct. 5, Nov.
2 and Dec. 7. Look for eTownHall: Surviving the Storm 2011 on Wednesday, Sept. 7.

For more information on hurricane preparedness, visit call (727) 464-3800 or go to Pinellas County
Emergency Management . Join Pinellas County Emergency Management on Twitter . Pinellas
County government is also on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. Pinellas County complies with the
Americans with Disabilities Act.
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http://www.pinellascounty.org/newsrel.htm#
http://www.pinellascounty.org/emergency
http://www.twitter.com/pinellasem
http://www.pinellascounty.org/newsrel.htm#top
http://www.pinellascounty.org/eseries
http://www.pinellascounty.org/newsrel.htm#
http://www.pinellascounty.org/emergency
http://www.twitter.com/pinellasem
http://www.pinellascounty.org/newsrel.htm#top


Calling all phone books

Summertime is phone book delivery time. Thousands of new phone books will be delivered to Pinellas
County residents’ doorsteps. Please recycle old phone books instead of trashing them.

There are many convenient options to recycle phone books. Residents of Belleair, Clearwater, Dunedin,
Gulfport, Indian Rocks Beach, Largo, Madeira Beach, Oldsmar, Redington Beach, Safety Harbor and St.
Petersburg may recycle phone books in their curbside bin. In addition, there are over 340 local drop-off
sites. Remove any magnets or plastic wrap before recycling phone books.

Each year, over 500 million telephone books are distributed nationwide—enough to circle the earth four
times! A common myth is that phone books cannot be recycled, but they are 100% recyclable. Your old
phone book can be recycled into insulation, cereal boxes, paper towels or new phone books.

You can cut waste if you receive more phone books than are needed. For example, co-workers in an office
can share phone books instead of receiving individual books. Another option is to use online listings instead
of a hard copy. To stop deliveries of phone books at work or at home, visit the Yellow Pages website. The
website, provided by the Yellow Pages Association, covers both yellow and white page phone books.

For more information on recycling, contact Pinellas County Utilities at (727) 464-7500.

Return to top

Beware of water scams

Pinellas County Utilities is cautioning customers to beware of companies recommending that a water test be
conducted in your home. Such companies often use scare tactics and misrepresentation to sell a water
treatment product and Utilities has learned that customers are again being approached about having their
water tested.

At least one company is calling it a “public awareness program.” It is important to remember that Utilities
performed over 50,000 analyses in the past year to assure that our water meets or exceeds all federal and
state standards for safe drinking water.

Companies offering to test your water are not endorsed by, or affiliated with, any government agency. In
addition, employees of Pinellas County Utilities will never attempt to sell an “upgrade” to your home’s
plumbing system. Utilities employees concentrate their efforts on maintaining our infrastructure, not
inspecting or selling home fixtures.

Utilities urges customers to be cautious of individuals and businesses claiming they can improve the quality
and safety of your water through the purchase of a water treatment system. It’s true that the taste of water
may vary regionally, but your water’s quality is at or above the industry standard. Don’t let fear motivate a
purchase.

Every year, as mandated by the Federal government, Pinellas County Utilities issues a Consumer
Confidence Report for both potable and reclaimed water. This publication is a detailed report of your
water’s chemistry. All levels are strictly controlled and monitored for your safety.

Be Cautious of the Following:

1. Unexpected visits and “free” gifts from water companies.
2. A salesperson who adds a coagulant (a thickening agent) to your water to solidify harmless minerals.
3. Expensive prices and scare tactics.

Remember:

All news of temporary precautions associated with your drinking water will come from a respected news
source, or directly from your water provider. If you are approached about water quality and would like
information from us, please call (727) 464-4000.

To investigate a company’s past business history or performance, contact the Pinellas County
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Department of Consumer Protection at (727) 464-6200.
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Video of eSeries

Pinellas County government marked the first day of the 2011 hurricane season on June 1 with the premiere
of the monthly eSeries: Prepare to Survive. The 15-minute online chat with Lynne McChristian of the
Insurance Information Institute was featured in the live event, which included a blog to accept citizens’
questions.

Participants learned about the types of insurance that are available, what homeowners’ insurance policies
cover and information on how homeowners can lower their premiums.

The video of the premiere eSeries: Prepare to Survive  is available on the Pinellas County website and on
the PCC-TV YouTube channel.

Hosted by Tom Iovino, the county’s hurricane preparedness spokesperson, eSeries: Prepare to Survive is an
ongoing series that allows residents to learn about specific emergency preparedness topics such as
forecasting, building codes and yard preparation.

New editions of the series will be presented through November on the first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m.
at www.pinellascounty.org/eseries. The program is also broadcast on PCC-TV (Bright House Channel 622,
Knology Channel 18 or Verizon Channel 44). The upcoming dates are Aug. 3, Sep. 7, Oct. 5 and Nov. 2.

The eSeries is part of an initiative by Pinellas County to reach a wider audience through the use of emerging
technologies; the award-winning eTownHall will return in August with a focus on hurricane preparedness.
The county is also using email subscriber lists, emergency text notifications, social media and the new live
chat featured on www.pinellascounty.org. These efforts join conventional outreach efforts.

For more information on hurricane preparedness, visit Pinellas County Emergency Management and
PinellasEM on Twitter. Pinellas County government is also on Facebook and YouTube. Pinellas County
complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act.
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Fertilizer ordinance

The partners of the Be Floridian fertilizer education campaign remind Pinellas County residents that they
can’t apply nitrogen or phosphorous to lawn and landscape plants from June through September. But that
doesn’t mean your grass will turn brown, shrivel up and die!

Garden centers in Pinellas County offer a variety of “summer-safe” yard products that will help you keep
your landscape green and growing throughout our long, hot summer. These products comply fully with
Pinellas County’s fertilizer ordinance – ensuring that our efforts to maintain an attractive landscape don’t
pollute our ponds, lakes, bays and the Gulf of Mexico.
True Floridians know better than to fertilize in the summer, when our frequent rains can wash fertilizer
residues down storm drains and into our waters. Instead, they follow these Florida-friendly lawn care
practices:

Pump some iron. An application of iron, readily available at most garden centers, will keep your lawn
green during the summer.

Micro-size It! Apply micronutrients such as potassium and magnesium to keep your grass healthy.

Get Better Dirt. Mix in composted cow or chicken manure, or your own home compost, to enrich your
soil. It’s like giving vitamins to your yard.

Pick better plants. Buy plants adapted to Florida’s hot, humid climate and plant them in the right
place according to their sun and water needs. They’ll need less water, fertilizer and chemicals year-
round, and you’ll have more time for bicycling, boating, grilling or just relaxing by the pool sipping a
drink with a little umbrella in it.

See more tips on how to Be Floridian.
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See more information on the Pinellas County Fertilizer Ordinance.
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Is your home ready for hurricane season?

Pinellas County may be able to assist qualified homeowners with a zero percent interest loan to prepare their
homes for hurricane season.  The maximum loan is $20,000 amortized for up to 20 years.  Eligible
improvements are roofs, windows, and doors and more.

A $2,000 grant is also available to assist disabled homeowners remove barriers and add features that will
make their homes easier to navigate.  Improvements may include the addition of wheelchair ramps, grab
bars in bathrooms, and equipment for the hearing impaired or anything that will remove a barrier to their
disability. 

According to Anthony M. Jones, director of Pinellas County Community Development, “These programs are
instrumental in helping residents improve their homes and enhance their neighborhood.  As we move into
hurricane season, many of the improvements may help homeowners mitigate storm damage which is
extremely important.” 

Properties located inside the city limits of Clearwater, Largo, St. Petersburg, and Belleair Shore are not
eligible for this program. Please contact those cities for information about their programs.

This is a limited-time offer.  Additional information is available by calling Community Development at (727)
464-8210 or e-mail cdprograms@pinellascounty.org.
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Fort De Soto’s Historical Fort Undergoes Rehabilitation Work

Fort De Soto has been closed to the public since October 2010 as work crews
began a $1.1M restoration to fix clogged air vents and collapsed drainage
systems.  The collapsed drains had let water seep into the structure’s lime rock
walls and ceilings, causing erosion and discoloration. 

Crews had to first remove the existing sidewalks, steps and tons of vegetation
and sand from the top of the fort to replace the damaged drain configuration.
Crews also discovered that the center fort section’s roof had a brick overlay that
had to be repaired and modified along the edges to install the new drainage
system. Once the drains and vents were repaired, crews also installed a PVC liner on all three fort section
roofs to further waterproof the structure. Cracks and holes in the face of the fort were also sealed and
repaired to further prevent water from making its way into the fort. Following repairs, the excavated sand was
replaced and new vegetation consisting of native, drought resistant dune plants was added to restore the
fort to its original camouflaged appearance. Crews also patched cracks, pressure cleaned walkways and
access ways and installed a new Americans with Disabilities Act compliant ramp to the fort’s upper
observation areas on the south end as well as new stairs on the north end.
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South Florida Times: Miami , Broward, Palm Beach,
Breaking News & Weather at SFLTimes.com
“Many of us live in unincorporated areas in [Miami-]Dade [County] that are in blight. Speaking for the African-
American community, instead of gerrymandering the drawing of these districts, I recommend that the districts
are drawn fairly, so we can be represented fairly,” Dr. Mae Christian, president of the Democratic Black
Caucus of Miami-Dade told the hearing at Miami Dade College Wolfson Auditorium, 300 NE Second St. in
downtown Miami.

Florida’s population growth has allowed the state to gain two additional congressional seats for a total of 27,
said Rep. Will Weatherford, R-District 61, who chairs the House District Committee said.

Redrawing the voting map will involve 27 Congressional seats, 40 state Senate seats and 120 House seats.
The process must be completed in time for candidates to qualify for the 2012 elections.

Wednesday’s hearing, chaired by Sen. Don Gaetz, R-District 4, was one of a series of meetings of a
legislative redistricting committee across the state. It took place against a backdrop of complaints from
Democrats and some groups that Republican lawmakers, who have an overwhelming majority in the
Legislature, may seek to rig the drawing of the districts.

The Florida NAACP, headed by Adora Obi Nweze, was among four prominent organizations that wrote to the
redistricting committee urging the adoption of a schedule that would allow enough time for the process to be
completed in a fair manner.

“We urge you to adopt a timeline for redistricting that makes sense for Florida,” the groups said in the letter
dated Aug. 10. “Failure to approve maps in early January 2012 will most assuredly delay final approval of
new districts until close to election day thus causing massive voter confusion and precluding organized,
thoughtful elections.

“We are also concerned that the present timeline does not allow for public comment or input on the maps
that will actually be considered by the Legislature.”

The other groups signing the letter were the League of Women Voters, Democracia USA and Common
Cause.

Members of the panel are not permitted to respond to comments until after the hearings. “They will only
listen,” Badili Jones, Florida New Majority’s political and alliance officer, said in an interview. “They will not go
on record and disclose their immediate responses, ask for clarification or present any information.”

Redistricting is essentially about civic engagement and political power and therefore it is important for blacks
to be involved in the process, Jones said. “Electing representatives that we choose, as opposed as people
picking us to be their constituents … we should be picking our own.”

Jones said one concern was that the Voting Rights Act is adhered to “and that people will still be able to elect
representatives of their choice.”

“You don’t want to divide communities. It would be problematic if a small, low-income community of color was
attached to an overwhelmingly white, wealthy community. You don’t want them broken up into a district where
their voices may not be heard,” Jones said.

Cynthia Roby may be reached at CynthiaRoby@bellsouth.net This e-mail address is being protected from
spam bots, you need JavaScript enabled to view it
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Legislative redistricting: Hearings packed, critics unhappy
with Legislature's redistricting for state House, state Senate,
congressional districts
By Anthony Man, Sun Sentinel 10:10 p.m. EDT, August 16, 2011

BOCA RATON—

– Dozens of South Floridians turned out Tuesday to blast the way the Florida Legislature is going about
crafting new districts for the state House, state Senate, and Congress.

"It's a disgrace," said Joyce Salomon of Coral Springs . "You are in self-protect mode trying to prevent fair
opposition. You are afraid of us, the voters of Florida."

Florence Fidell of Boynton Beach said what's going on is "unconscionable."

And Gloria Reinhardt, also of Coral Springs, blasted the Legislature for what looked to her like "planned
procrastination for political purposes."

Democrats criticized just about all the Republican-controlled Legislature's redistricting efforts during six
hours of hearings the House and Senate redistricting committees held in Boca Raton and Davie.

An undercurrent of the criticism is the view from Democrats and redistricting reform advocates that the
Legislative hearings are a sham and that after the show of gathering public input, lawmakers will go to back
rooms and come up with maps that suit their political purposes. Critics also say the only point of the hearings
is to show the courts that they only acted after building a record of public comments. Among the issues:

No maps: Speaker after speaker complained that that proposed district maps are not available to the public.
Randy Fleischer of Davie accused the legislative majority of "hiding like cockroaches waiting until the end to
foist their maps on us."

Timing: The Legislature's timetable projects that districts will get final approval just days before candidates
are due to start qualifying for seats they want to seek – and that assumes nothing causes a delay. "You are
setting our state up for massive voter confusion," warned Palm Beach County Supervisor of Elections Susan
Bucher , who sees a "perfect storm of disaster" looming.

Lawsuit: The Florida House is supporting a lawsuit challenging one of the voter approved Fair Districts
amendments to the constitution, even as the state Attorney General's Office is in court defending the
amendment. "How can you spend money to fight these amendments when you've cut money to public
schools?" asked Al DiMaio ofFort Lauderdale.

Most of the critical comments drew applause from crowds that topped 300 in Boca Raton and 250 in Davie.
After the Boca hearing, state Rep. Jim Waldman, D-Coconut Creek , derided the event as "a joke. This is
absolutely ridiculous."

State Sen. Don Gaetz , R-Niceville, who is in line to become president of the Florida Senate if his party
retains its majority in the 2012 elections, and state Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, the House
speaker in waiting, said the critics are wrong.

Gaetz and Weatherford, chairmen of the House and Senate committees handling redistricting, said the
Legislature is going about it the right way – without any preconceived notions.

To be sure, not all the 150 or so people who testified were critical.

"I'm here not to complain, criticize or posture," said Peter Feaman, the state Republican committeeman for
Palm Beach County .

Dennis Grady, president of the Chamber of Commerce of the Palm Beaches, praised the committees for
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"listening first," and disputed complaints about the absence of proposed maps.

Redistricting takes place every 10 years to reflect population changes. The party in power – this time it's the
Republicans – typically draws boundaries to help its candidates as much as possible. Last year, voters
amended the Florida Constitution to require a more fair, less partisan redistricting, but it's unclear how
vigorously the new rules will be implemented.

Tuesday's hearings were like magnets for elected officials, potential candidates, political aides, lobbyists and
activists from both parties, many of whom have vital political interests riding on the outcome of redistricting.

Showing just how critical redistricting is to every politician's political future, 40 of the state's 160 state
representatives and senators attended the Boca Raton hearing, and 33 came toDavie.

The Senate redistricting chairman inadvertently showed confusing results from the crazy-quilt pattern of
district lines drawn for political reasons, on the Broward Politics blog at SunSentinel.com/BrowardPolitics.

aman@tribune.com, 954-356-4550
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redrawing district lines hearings: Lawmakers' hearings on
redrawing district lines raise more doubts than hopes
August 21, 2011

THE ISSUE: Hearings focus on redrawing district lines.

Talk about having a mandate. Last November, voters approved two state constitutional amendments
requiring Florida lawmakers to redraw legislative and congressional districts in a balanced and competitive
manner.

Amendment 5, which focused on legislative lines, got 62 percent of the vote. Amendment 6, which focused
on congressional districts, also got 62 percent of the vote.

By contrast, no statewide elected Florida official polled more than
60 percent. Logic dictates that if our elected leaders can claim a
mandate to govern based on last year's vote, then voters can also
claim a clear and compelling mandate demanding them to uphold
and enforce the constitutional amendments.

If that wasn't clear enough following last fall's vote counting, hundreds of people attended public hearings in
South Florida this past Tuesday to demand that state officials uphold the spirit and intent of the
amendments. It's not a lot to ask, given that these amendments were approved by voters, overwhelmingly,
nine months ago. Plus, redistricting and reapportionment follow every decennial census, the last one being
done in 2010.

So it's not like the redistricting process is new. Nor that passage of the amendments surprised anyone.

State Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, and state Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, insist the Senate and
House are going about redrawing lines in an earnest fashion.

Not everyone is convinced, and understandably so.

Simply put, the two lawmakers erred by not showing up to the public hearings with drafts of maps or visual
aids in hand to show where new lines might be drawn. Citizens also have a right to complain that redrawing
districts may not be complete until just days before candidates are supposed to decide on which posts to
seek in 2012.

Neither does the fact that the House, which Rep. Weatherford is supposed to lead as speaker if the GOP
holds on to its majority in 2012, supports a lawsuit challenging one of the Fair Districts amendments
approved last year.

Ever since the amendments were approved, there's been significant skepticism that lawmakers — who are
sworn to uphold the Florida Constitution — would be serious about implementing them. This week's hearings
in South Florida failed to dispel those suspicions.

We hope we're wrong. We hope that Sen. Gaetz and Rep. Weatherford deliver on their pledge to produce
fair districts — as they stated in an op-ed in the Sun Sentinel on Aug. 10.

But without maps and detailed timelines, we harbor the same doubts, and voice the same criticism, as the
critics who showed up at the hearings in Boca Raton and Davie.

Gentlemen, the voters have spoken, and loudly. Respect their decision, and the constitution.

bottom line : Hearings on redrawing district lines raise more doubts than hopes.
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Keep communities of interest together to achieve fair
redistricting -- South Florida Sun-Sentinel.com
sun-sentinel.com/news/opinion/fl-jscol-redistricting-communities-sm20110817,0,2681339.column

John R. Smith

One man's sense of fairness is another man's sense of tyranny.

As the Legislature sets about its mandated duty to redraw the lines for state House and Senate districts,
which happens every 10 years, some political interests will be hurt and some will be helped.

In re-drawing lines, reapportionment is what Congress does, and redistricting is what state and local
governments do. The Florida Legislature is holding public hearings around the state to obtain public input,
engaging Floridians in the redistricting conversation.

Here's the sensible solution: Fairness is the standard. "Communities of interest" exist in Palm Beach and
Broward counties. Business leaders believe these communities must be recognized and preserved by the
Legislature, and we believe this can be accomplished without violating the new standards from Fair Districts.
We have communities here that have more in common with each other than they do with other geographic or
demographic interests.

The goal of the Legislature must be to unite distinct communities of interest in Palm Beach County, and
South Florida, such as the large coastal community of interest, agricultural districts, and inner-city or minority
districts. These communities need and deserve representation that reflects their unique needs, which can
only be preserved if redistricting is fair.

The coastal communities especially must be considered a community of interest. It is important they be kept
together in state legislative and congressional districts, so that they have the opportunity to elect people who
understand their unique and specific concerns. They have different concerns than the more inland parts of
the region. Their unique needs and interests include property insurance, hurricane storm surge protection,
the environment and tourism, all of which are particularly important to folks who live along the coast.

Likewise, the agricultural communities in the western part of the county are the engine that drives their local
economy, and are the primary source of jobs. They are a community of interest with a completely different
economic make-up than coastal communities. Their interests need to be recognized. For example, joining
both the agricultural communities and coastal communities into the same district would ultimately
disenfranchise both of them in Tallahassee.

The county also has thriving African-American communities, such as in Riviera Beach, Pahokee, Belle
Glade, and South Bay, which is a third community of interest. Those cities should remain in the "majority
minority" House seat (now held by Mack Bernard) they have today. Also, African-Americans in Riviera Beach
should remain in the "majority minority" Senate district (now held by Chris Smith) as they are today. This is
necessary in order to ensure that the minority citizens in these communities don't lose their voice by being
included in districts dominated by non-minority voters.

Special interests are at work to carve districts to their choosing. Nothing wrong with that, but in the final
showdown the Legislature cannot draw lines "with the intent to favor or disfavor a political party or an
incumbent."

Even with this mandate, the fights between Republican and Democrat legislators will be bloody, and lawsuits
are likely. Stay tuned.

John R. Smith is chairman of Palm Beach County's BizPac and owner of a financial services company.
Respond to this column at letters@SunSentinel.com.
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State schedules redistricting meetings : Pinellas County
 

State schedules redistricting meetings

Article published on Friday, Aug. 19, 2011

The population of Florida grew by nearly three million people in the 10 years between 2000 and 2010.
That means changes will be made to Florida’s congressional, state Senate and state House member
districts.

In 2012, the Legislature will redraw the state's congressional districts as well as districts for Florida’s
House and Senate seats. The number of congressional districts in Florida will increase from 25 to 27. In
general, districts are redrawn to accommodate population changes and ensure that district populations
are as nearly equal in number as practicable. 

Reapportionment Committee members will be conducting a series of public hearings throughout Florida to
gather public input on the redistricting process.

Two public hearings will be conducted in Pinellas County. The first is Thursday, Aug. 15, 4 to 7:30 p.m., in
the Tarpon Springs City Commission Auditorium, 324 E. Pine St., Tarpon Springs. The public meeting in
Tarpon Springs is coordinated by state Rep. Peter Nehr. Call 943-4880. 

The second is Tuesday, Aug. 30, 8 to 11 a.m., at St. Petersburg College EpiCenter, 13805 58th St. N.,
Largo. The meeting at the EpiCenter is coordinated by the Florida Redistricting Committee and House,
Senate and congressional redistricting sub-committees. Call 850-487-5855.

For more information on redistricting, visit www.floridaredistricting.org.

Article published on Friday, Aug. 19, 2011

Copyright © Tampa Bay Newspapers: All rights reserved.
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Treasure Coast residents call on Legislature to act quickly on
redistricting
By Jonathan Mattise

Monday, August 15, 2011

STUART — Treasure Coast residents poured into the hallway outside a full Blake Library auditorium
Monday, lining up to urge 25 state legislators to draw fair districts, produce drafts of maps and get the 2012
redistricting process moving along quicker.

At the first South Florida stop in a 26-meeting statewide tour, state redistricting leaders listened to 70
residents from a crowd of more than 200 address the once-a-decade drawing of congressional and state
Legislature voting districts. Lawmakers said the meetings let voters voice opinions before they propose
redrawn districts, which will occur during the legislative session starting in January.

But most residents questioned why they couldn't see drafts, so they can comment on a substantive proposal
and the Legislature can start vetting the maps quickly. Many worried the process would result in a hurried
attempt to firm up districts after likely court appeals, leaving voters and candidates alike confused and
rushed as elections approach.

"Just don't create chaos for the elections offices, the candidates and the voters," said Betti Paterson of the
League of Women Voters in Martin County.

Next year, the state will add two congressional seats to its current 25, 19 of which are Republican-filled. The
120-member Florida House and 40-member Florida Senate will remain unchanged.

Along with updated numbers in the 2010 U.S. Census, redistricting will account for two Fair District
Amendments approved by voters last fall. The amendments require districts be drawn along logical
boundaries to restrict gerrymandering and party favoritism.

But a number of state lawmakers filed suit to strike down the amendments, including the two chambers'
respective redistricting leaders, Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, and Rep. Bill Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel.

Claiming they were too vaguely written, a few residents opposed the amendments. But most reprimanded
lawmakers for opposing the voter-approved measure.

"The people said they want Amendments 5 and 6 last fall, and it's absurd for the representatives here to use
our tax money to try to overturn what we voted for," said Benjamin D'Avanzo, a Stuart resident.

Several speakers, including Martin County Supervisor of Elections officials, focused on Indiantown. The 135-
square-mile town of 6,408 residents — 2,901 of them voters — is carved into two congressional and three
state House districts.

Neighbors who live along the town's two major roads, Warfield Boulevard and Kanner Highway, could be
voting in different races at both the state House and congressional level, said Kherri Anderson, Martin
County Supervisor of Elections deputy of elections outreach.

A house in the 12000 block of Southwest Warfield Boulevard would vote in Democratic U.S. Rep. Alcee
Hastings' District 23, and Republican state Rep. William Snyder's District 82. A resident in the 16000 section,
however, might vote in Republican U.S. Rep. Tom Rooney's District 16, and Republican state Rep. Gayle
Harrell's District 81, Anderson said.

In St. Lucie County, population has risen 44 percent since 2000, and Port St. Lucie has grown 85.4 percent,
according to 2010 U.S. Census figures.

Before the meeting, County Supervisor of Elections Gertrude Walker said ideally, individual cities like Port St.
Lucie would be kept together. Several residents went a step further, saying including the whole Treasure
Coast makes sense for a congressional seat.

Speakers contrasted that idea with Rooney's current stretched-out district, which spans eight counties coast-
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to-coast, including most of St. Lucie and Martin counties.

Indian River County Supervisor of Elections officials attended a late July meeting in Melbourne, where they
stressed that state Rep. Tom Goodson's District 29 needs to be compact, said Supervisor of Elections Leslie
Swan. Goodson, a first-term Titusville Republican, represents central and western Indian River County, but
his district stretches more than 80 miles north into slivers of Brevard County.
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Treasure Coast residents give state lawmakers an earful on
redistricting : TCPalm
Editorial board

Saturday, August 20, 2011

THE PEOPLE HAVE SPOKEN: They traveled to Stuart Monday from throughout the Treasure Coast —
concerned citizens who desired to speak directly to state lawmakers on the redistricting issue.

The Blake Library was the first South Florida stop for the state Legislature's 26-city "listening" tour. More
than 200 residents attended the meeting, and about 70 of them spoke during public comment to the 25
legislators in attendance.

There were three recurring themes from public speakers to lawmakers: 1) Act quickly on redistricting; 2)
respect municipal and county boundaries when district lines are redrawn; and 3) drop the legal challenge to
the Fair Districts constitutional amendments approved by a majority of Florida voters in November.

There's no guarantee lawmakers will heed the advice of Treasure Coast residents. But, at least they know
now where we stand.
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Purpose of redistricting amendments was to keep Florida
safe for Democrats » TCPalm.com
John Byrne, M.D., Palm City

Letter: Purpose of redistricting amendments was to keep Florida safe for Democrats

I was amused by Eve Samples' appeal to aesthetics as the purpose for redrawing the congressional district
lines. Maybe she believes reshaping the current "Rorschach inkblots" into Euclidean quadrangles was the
purpose of Florida constitutional amendments 5 and 6. The sponsoring agency for these amendments was
Fair Districts Florida, an organization funded entirely by Democrats, not from Florida.

Why, before the 2010 elections, would the national Democrats suddenly have become offended by the
method of Florida redistricting? Because the handwriting of a Republican sweep was on the wall and they
knew their only chance of preventing Florida's electoral votes from helping to defeat President Barack
Obama in the 2012 election was to throw the redistricting process into the courts.

Amendments 5 and 6 had only one purpose, to prevent the Legislature from exercising its voter-mandated
constitutional authority to draw congressional district lines.
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Groups call on lawmakers to finish redistricting work by
January

House Speaker Dean Cannon watches over the House Chamber. Photo Credit: Ana Goni-Lessan

Several groups that backed the Fair Districts measure renewed complaints on Wednesday that
lawmakers aren't moving fast enough on redistricting and called on the Republican-led Legislature to
complete its work by mid-January.

In a two-page letter written to lawmakers serving on redistricting committees, the leaders of the Florida
branch of the NAACP, Common Cause , the League of Women Voters of Florida and Democracia
U.S.A. said the current timeline put forward will cause "massive voter confusion" and appears to be designed
to help incumbents. They said lawmakers should instead vote on final redistricting plans during the first few
days of the 2012 session.

This brief has been archived. The entire brief is available exclusively to
LobbyTools subscribers.

Already a subscriber? login, or call 850-915-0100 x1 for customer support.
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Voters' League Should Draw Maps
Our goal is to get input from citizens about how they want the districts to be drawn. But instead of
constructive suggestions, at each public hearing a representative of the League of Women Voters has
merely repeated the same question, where are the maps?

A better question is, where aren't the maps? We have current maps displayed as a starting point. We have
maps submitted by citizens. We have maps submitted by university students and many public suggestions.
For the Legislature to draw "take it or leave it" maps in smoke-filled rooms of the state Capitol might pass
muster in other states, but Floridians deserve better. People deserve a voice in government and here in
Florida they have one.

During the 2011-2012 redistricting, the Legislature is asking Floridians to start the process of redrawing the
maps that will determine our representation in Tallahassee and in Washington for the next decade. Anyone
can participate. We are traveling to more than two dozen cities to listen and to take public testimony. We've
created a state-of-the-art computer program that provides Floridians the opportunity to draw and submit
their own maps. And we are taking emails, videos, blog entries and social media comments of any and every
kind.

We understand that drawing maps is complicated, so if people need a frame of reference, they don't have to
look far. We have maps displayed — not only the existing House, Senate and congressional maps, but also
new maps drawn and created by everyday Floridians — at each of the meetings and on the Internet.

To date, we have hundreds of ideas from Florida residents. We have specific suggestions and even entire
maps that give the Legislature a great starting point. If people want to see these maps, they can visit
www.floridaredistricting.org and go from there. We will start the committee process with these very maps,
drawn and submitted by members of the public. So, if you want to see the maps, go ahead and take a look.
Let us know what you think, or submit a map with ideas of your own.

While we've received all kinds of input from Floridians across the state, what we haven't received is a single
comment from the League of Women Voters on where the new lines should actually be drawn.

That wasn't the case 10 years ago. The last time districts were redrawn, the League of Women Voters drew
and submitted maps. It takes time and commitment to draw maps, but the league did and they should be
respected and commended for its contribution to the process.

Yet, a decade later, despite tremendous advances in technology, the league sent an email to the House
redistricting chairman stating that its members would not be drawing maps. Why not? Why would a
"government in action" organization that has worked to give voters a voice for more than 30 years, and drew
maps 10 year ago, suddenly issue a gag order?

At the end of the day, the league's political smear tactics and name-calling do not help draw a single line.
Drawing the lines takes ideas, and it is clear that the League of Women Voters' leadership is more interested
in their talking points than having a real discussion about where the lines should go.

Activism is about more than complaining. If the league doesn't trust the Legislature to draw the maps, then it
needs to submit maps of its own.

Where are its maps?

[ Rep. Kelli Stargel, R-Lakeland, is state representative for District 64. She serves on the Senate
Redistricting Subcommittee in the Florida House. ]
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Voting groups ask lawmakers to commit to redistricting
timeline | Florida Politics
TALLAHASSEE-- The Florida League of Women Voters, Florida NAACP, Common Cause Florida and
Democracia USA sent a letter to legislative leaders Wednesday asking them to adopt a redistricting timeline
that would require both the House and Senate to vote on new maps for congressional and legislative districts
no later than Jan. 13, 2012.

"We need to our Legislative Leaders to ensure there will be no chaos and confusion for candidates and
voters," said Deidre MacNab, president of the League of Women Voters. "We call upon them to adopt a
timeline that makes sense for the people of Florida and allows for greater public input when they do get
around to showing the citizens that maps that will be voted on."

The timeline suggested by the groups sets an Oct. 3 deadline for all potential redistricting plans to be
submitted and then a Dec. 1 deadline for all committee hearings on the maps to be concluded. Under their
plan, the floor votes would then take place Jan. 13, 2012.

"Following this proposed timeline will allow Florida citizens a greater opportunity to consider and comment on
the maps you are about to pass," the letter says. "And it allows an extra two months for court and Justice
Department reviews making the possibility of orderly elections more real."

The letter was sent to Senate President Mike Haridopolos, House Speaker Dean Cannon, Sen. Don
Gaetz, R-Niceville, and Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel. It was then cc'd to the entire Legislature.

Late in the day, Cannon's office responded.

"The legislative process is governed by the constitution of the State of Florida and that is the only timetable
we will follow," Cannon said in a release.

"Given the League’s complete refusal to meaningfully participate in the redistricting process by submitting
any proposed maps themselves, this is clearly another politically motivated ruse that attempts to mislead the
public and increase the chance the districts will end up being drawn by the courts."

http://weblogs.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/dcblog/2011/08/voting_groups_ask_lawmakers_to.html


news4jax.com http://www.news4jax.com/news/28943800/detail.html

Timeline For Redistricting Draws Fire - Jacksonville News
Story
By Brandon Larrabee -- As lawmakers move toward the end of their statewide tour to gather voters' input
on the once-a-decade redistricting process, the timeline for the next step in the redrawing of the state's
political maps is becoming more contentious. A coalition of voting-rights groups, led by the League of
Women Voters and supporters of the Fair Districts amendments, is pushing legislative redistricting
committees to move forward with drawing proposed maps as quickly as possible. Critics of the Legislature's
somewhat vague timeline say mass chaos could follow if lawmakers don't approve maps soon enough to give
the attorney general, Florida Supreme Court and Department of Justice enough time to review the plans well
in advance of the June 18 opening date for qualifying. Otherwise, would-be candidates will essentially have
qualifying week -- from June 18 to June 22 -- to look at final maps and decide whether they want to make a
bid. "That's not an acceptable amount of time for candidates to figure out where their districts are and to
start to run," said Senate Minority Leader Nan Rich, D-Weston. Instead, voting rights groups are pushing for
lawmakers to tee up the redistricting maps for a vote by the Jan. 13 end of the first week of the legislative
session. "We recognize that many measures come out of the Legislature with little or no public input into the
final product," said a letter signed by the League, the NAACP, Common Cause Florida and Hispanic
advocacy group Democracia USA. "But redistricting is too important for a 'Tallahassee special.' A timeline
without the deadlines we suggest is a guaranteed recipe for disaster." Members of the league have also
showed up at the redistricting public hearings across the state to pound lawmakers for not setting up an
early timeline. After the letter was issued, House Speaker Dean Cannon, R-Winter Park, fired back. "Given
the Leagues complete refusal to meaningfully participate in the redistricting process by submitting any
proposed maps themselves, this is clearly another politically motivated ruse that attempts to mislead the
public and increase the chance the districts will end up being drawn by the courts," Cannon said.
Supervisors of elections have also raised concerns about the problems that could be caused by maps being
finalized in June. Lawmakers involved in crafting the lines concede that Florida's process is one of the latest
in the nation. But Senate Reapportionment Chairman Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, said that's because the state is
one of the last to receive its redistricting data from the U.S. Census Bureau. And, he said, some of the states
that have already drawn lines either hold their elections later this year or rammed through partisan plans.
Legislative leaders also say that they are captives, essentially, of a timeline laid out in the Florida
Constitution, which requires them to approve the maps in 2012. House Redistricting Chairman Will
Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, said last week that supporters of moving the timeline up had an opportunity
to do that, if they wanted to. "It would have been nice if the Fair Districts folks would have put that into the
constitution," he said. And lawmakers say they've done what they can by moving the legislative session up
from its traditional starting date in March to January in an effort to pass the maps as quickly as possible.
"Florida did accelerate the process," Gaetz said. He added that his committee will take up at least some
maps during its first pre-session meeting in September. As for concerns with qualifying, Gaetz noted that
candidates can get signatures for their qualifying petitions from any voter in the state of Florida for the 2012
elections -- without regard to district boundaries, as is usually the case. "If you want to run for office in a
redistricting year, it's actually easier to be a challenger and get petitions signed than in any other year," he
said. But Rich said she was unconvinced, particularly when faced with concerns from elections officials
across the state. "I think that a supervisor of elections of a major county understands more what is needed to
pull off an election ... in which the state of Florida can be proud," she said.

Copyright 2011 by The News Service of Florida
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Florida Lawmakers Pressed to Speed Up Redistricting
Process
TALLAHASSEE | As lawmakers move toward the end of their statewide tour to gather voters' input on the
once-a-decade redistricting process, the timeline for the next step in the redrawing of the state's political
maps is becoming more contentious.

A coalition of voting-rights groups, led by the League of Women Voters and supporters of the Fair Districts
amendments, is pushing legislative redistricting committees to move forward with drawing proposed maps as
quickly as possible.

Critics of the Legislature's somewhat vague timeline say mass chaos could follow if lawmakers don't approve
maps soon enough to give the attorney general, Florida Supreme Court and Department of Justice enough
time to review the plans well in advance of the June 18 opening date for qualifying.

Otherwise, would-be candidates will essentially have qualifying week — from June 18 to June 22 —- to look
at final maps and decide whether they want to make a bid.

"That's not an acceptable amount of time for candidates to figure out where their districts are and to start to
run," said Senate Minority Leader Nan Rich, D-Weston.

Instead, voting rights groups are pushing lawmakers to tee up the redistricting maps for a vote by Jan.
13.Members of the league have showed up at redistricting public hearings across the state to pound
lawmakers for not setting up an early timeline.

http://www.theledger.com/article/20110822/NEWS/110829863?Title=Florida-Lawmakers-Pressed-to-Speed-Up-Redistricting-Process&tc=ar
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Mayor Wants to Stay 'Whole' in Redistricting Process
By Katie Dolac Email the authorAugust 23, 2011

Dave Eggers hopes voting won't be split between districts as officials redraw election boundaries.
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Census data released Thursday gives insight into households in
Farmington and Farmington Hills.Credit Patch

Mayor Dave Eggers said he is voicing Dunedin’s desire to stay “whole”
as officials begin redrawing the voting districts.

Florida’s population has increased by nearly 3 million since 2000,
according to 2010 U.S. Census data. Florida will gain two congressional
seats in the 2012 elections, which is why congressional, state Senate
and state House districts will have to be redrawn. This process ensures
that all voting districts have equal (or nearly equal) populations when
elections roll around.

For now, Dunedin's state representation is split between two districts for both the House (Districts
45 and 50) and Senate (Districts 11 and 13). Dunedin is represented by one U.S. House member
(District 10). Florida has two U.S. senators, each of whom represents the entire state.

"I'll just take the message that we — the commission — would encourage that Dunedin be kept whole, that
one representative would be representing Dunedin instead of being split in two," Eggers said at the end of
the Aug. 18 commission meeting.

A reapportionment committee is holding two public input meetings for the redistricting process. 

The nearest upcoming meetings are:

Thursday at Tarpon Springs City Commission Auditorium, 324 E. Pine St., Tarpon Springs; 4 to 7:30
p.m.

Aug. 30 at St. Petersburg College EpiCenter, 13805 58th St. N, Largo; 8 to 11 a.m.

More on Dunedin's representation:

U.S. House:

U.S. Senate:

State House:

District 50 to the south (Rep. Ed Hooper), which includes mostly Clearwater and just a small pocket of
Dunedin.

State Senate:

District 11 to the north (Sen. Mike Fasano), which includes Tarpon Springs and New Port Richey.

District 13 to the south (Sen. Dennis Jones), which includes Clearwater.

Helpful links:

Great, we'll send you an email as soon as a follow-up is published!
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Florida GOP's Vague Redistricting Schedule Playing Havoc
With Election-Year Politics | FlaglerLive
FlaglerLive | August 23, 2011

Vote here.

As lawmakers move toward the end of their statewide tour to gather voters’ input on the once-a-decade
redistricting process, the timeline for the next step in the redrawing of the state’s political maps is becoming
more contentious.

A coalition of voting-rights groups, led by the League of Women Voters and supporters of the Fair Districts
amendments, is pushing legislative redistricting committees to move forward with drawing proposed maps as
quickly as possible.

Critics of the Legislature’s somewhat vague timeline say mass chaos could follow if lawmakers don’t approve
maps soon enough to give the attorney general, Florida Supreme Court and Department of Justice enough
time to review the plans well in advance of the June 18 opening date for qualifying.

Otherwise, would-be candidates will essentially have qualifying week — from June 18 to June 22 — to look at
final maps and decide whether they want to make a bid.

“That’s not an acceptable amount of time for candidates to figure out where their districts are and to start to
run,” said Senate Minority Leader Nan Rich, D-Weston.

Instead, voting rights groups are pushing for lawmakers to tee up the redistricting maps for a vote by the
Jan. 13 end of the first week of the legislative session.

http://flaglerlive.com/27120/florida-redistricting
http://flaglerlive.com/author/flaglerlive/


“We recognize that many measures come out of the Legislature with little or no public input into the final
product,” said a letter signed by the League, the NAACP, Common Cause Florida and Hispanic advocacy
group Democracia USA. “But redistricting is too important for a ‘Tallahassee special.’ A timeline without the
deadlines we suggest is a guaranteed recipe for disaster.”

Members of the league have also showed up at the redistricting public hearings across the state to pound
lawmakers for not setting up an early timeline.

After the letter was issued, House Speaker Dean Cannon, R-Winter Park, fired back.

“Given the League’s complete refusal to meaningfully participate in the redistricting process by submitting
any proposed maps themselves, this is clearly another politically motivated ruse that attempts to mislead the
public and increase the chance the districts will end up being drawn by the courts,” Cannon said.

Supervisors of elections have also raised concerns about the problems that could be caused by maps being
finalized in June.

Lawmakers involved in crafting the lines concede that Florida’s process is one of the latest in the nation. But
Senate Reapportionment Chairman Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, said that’s because the state is one of the last to
receive its redistricting data from the U.S. Census Bureau. And, he said, some of the states that have
already drawn lines either hold their elections later this year or rammed through partisan plans.

Legislative leaders also say that they are captives, essentially, of a timeline laid out in the Florida
Constitution, which requires them to approve the maps in 2012. House Redistricting Chairman Will
Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, said last week that supporters of moving the timeline up had an opportunity
to do that, if they wanted to.

“It would have been nice if the Fair Districts folks would have put that into the constitution,” he said.

And lawmakers say they’ve done what they can by moving the legislative session up from its traditional
starting date in March to January in an effort to pass the maps as quickly as possible.

“Florida did accelerate the process,” Gaetz said. He added that his committee will take up at least some
maps during its first pre-session meeting in September.

As for concerns with qualifying, Gaetz noted that candidates can get signatures for their qualifying petitions
from any voter in the state of Florida for the 2012 elections — without regard to district boundaries, as is
usually the case.

“If you want to run for office in a redistricting year, it’s actually easier to be a challenger and get petitions
signed than in any other year,” he said.

But Rich said she was unconvinced, particularly when faced with concerns from elections officials across the
state.

“I think that a supervisor of elections of a major county understands more what is needed to pull off an
election … in which the state of Florida can be proud,” she said.

–Brandon Larrabee

Please support FlaglerLive. Go to our Contributions/Donations Page.
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Ernst: Redistricting talks are a lot of hot air
Published: Tuesday, August 23, 2011 at 4:02 p.m.

Talk about a waste of time and money.

Next Tuesday, from 6 to 9 p.m. in the Sudakoff Conference Center at New College of Sarasota, a panel of
state legislators will field comments about how to draw the district boundaries for state and congressional
elections.

Apparently, these lawmakers weren't listening the first time.

You may remember, in 2010, when we told them we wanted the boundaries drawn in a manner as fair as
possible, one that does not favor any particular office holder or political party?

Well, nothing has changed since then.

Our intentions could not have been more clear. We enunciated them in a statewide vote and directed that
they be enacted as amendments to the Florida Constitution.

Of course, there are details to be worked out. But the supervisors of elections have already identified logical
geographic boundaries and communities of common culture that should be left intact. With the help of
computers, the Legislature should have little difficulty drawing lines that honor the wishes of the public.

Forty-four other states are supposedly doing it this way.

One problem. In Florida, the public interest and the self-interest of the lawmakers, including those on the
traveling panel, do not coincide.

Our lawmakers have two principal goals in setting up district boundaries: 1. to get themselves re-elected; 2.
to get other members of their political party elected or re-elected.

If fairness enters the picture, it's pure coincidence.

The cynicism is warranted. For instance, the state House of Representatives has already joined a lawsuit
arguing that the fair districting amendment is unconstitutional.

So, the legislators are hopping around the state pretending to listen to what we want in regard to
redistricting; while at the same time they're trying to undo what we've already told them we want with
redistricting.

The only consistency in their behavior is that they're spending our money to do both.

It's a screwy system, but it's all we've got for now. Those of us who won't give up can go to next week's
hearing or submit messages to mydistrictbuilder@myfloridahouse.gov; or facebook.com/mydistrictbuilder; or
twitter.com/FLRedistricting.

But perhaps we could deliver a more effective message by paying close attention and refusing to vote for
any incumbent who supports a politically motivated realignment of the districts.

Eric Ernst's column runs Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays. Contact him at eric.ernst@heraldtribune.com
or (941) 486-3073.
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Redistricting meetings to be in Sarasota - Politics
TALLAHASSEE -- The Florida House and Senate redistricting committees will hold their final round of joint
public meetings in Southwest Florida. Meetings will take place in Tampa, Largo, Sarasota, Naples, Lehigh
Acres and Clewiston from Aug. 29 to Sept. 1.

The Sarasota meeting is set for 6-9 p.m. Tuesday in the Harry Sudakoff Conference Center at New College,
5845 General Dougher Place.

The meetings will give the public an opportunity to start the conversation about redistricting and share their
ideas directly with Florida legislators. For more information on the Florida House and Senate’s redistricting
efforts, visit www.floridaredistricting.org and www.flsenate.gov/Redistricting.

Presidential contender plans Sarasota stop

SARASOTA -- Michele Bachmann, candidate for the Republican presidential nomination, plans a meet-and-
greet 4 p.m. Sunday with local voters at the Sahib Temple, 600 N. Beneva Road.

Doors open at 3:15 p.m. for the free rally.

U.S. Rep. Buchanan open house set for today

BRADENTON -- U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan, R-Sarasota, is scheduled to host an open house for constituents
5-6:30 p.m. today at his new Bradenton District Office, 1051 Manatee Ave. W., Suite 305.

-- Herald staff report

http://www.bradenton.com/2011/08/24/3440722/political-notes-redistricting.html
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Florida lawmaker's 'most popular district' at center of
redistricting storm
TALLAHASSEE — As lawmakers criss-cross the state to gather public input for how to draw Florida's political
lines in the once-a-decade redistricting process, they are encountering a public that wants the Legislature to
follow the new standards passed by the public in the 2010 elections.

But the fault lines that run through some areas of the state are proving that complying with the "Fair Districts"
amendments, which are aimed at curbing partisan gerrymandering, might prove to be a difficult balance.

Competing interests are at play, from the political goals of elected officials to the racial politics that still divide
some communities.

At the center of the storm is the 3rd Congressional District, a seat currently held by U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown,
a Democrat from Jacksonville. Brown's district stretches from her hometown in the north to Orlando in the
south, winding through nine counties in the process.

"I got to say it is probably the most popular district not just in Florida, but the entire country," Brown quipped.

Drawn following a legal battle in the 1990s -- and as part of an alliance between African-American Democrats
and Republicans eager to reap the gains of concentrating black votes into majority-minority districts -- the
3rd District has become a fixture in the debate over how to redraw the lines.

Since it was reconfigured to favor a candidate supported by black voters -- who make up 48 percent of the
district's voting-age population, according to the 2010 Census -- Brown is the only person who has
represented the district.

For opponents, the 3rd is the example of everything wrong with the redistricting process, an extreme
gerrymander aimed at carving out a special district that favors a single politician. For supporters, it
represents a hard-fought victory in the battle over equal rights in Florida.

For some of those supporters, it is also a source of concern as lawmakers prepare to craft congressional
lines under the Fair Districts constitutional amendments for the first time. While the NAACP and other voting-
rights groups have defended the amendments, saying they provide plenty of protection for minority districts,
Brown and others have fought the amendments tooth and nail.

Brown and U.S. Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart, a Republican from a heavily Hispanic district in Miami, spearheaded
the campaign against the amendments in last year's elections. When the amendments comfortably won
approval by Florida voters, Brown and Diaz-Balart filed a lawsuit in federal court, saying they violated the
Legislature's right under the U.S. Constitution to draw lines as lawmakers see fit. Oral arguments in that case
are set for next month.

"You better believe that I'm concerned, because I've seen what can happen if this process is used to
disenfranchise communities of interests," said Diaz-Balart.

In remarks to a redistricting public hearing in Jacksonville, Brown puzzled at the attention given to her district.

"And so, you know, I wonder why?" she said. "I don't have more counties than anybody else. I have nine;
there are several districts that have more than nine."

Instead, Brown suggested something more might be at play, and referred to a period when access to
Congress for Florida's African-American population went "dark" as more than 130 years passed between
black representatives elected to Congress.

"I am committed that we will never go dark again in the United States Congress. Never," she said.

Brown's opposition to the amendments on the grounds that they harm minorities is a mystery to Leon
Russell, legislative chairman of the Florida NAACP.

"I'm really not sure what her concerns are," Russell said.

http://www.palmbeachpost.com/news/state/florida-lawmakers-most-popular-district-at-center-of-1786057.html?page=2&viewAsSinglePage=true


Like other supporters of the amendments, Russell says the Fair Districts language takes particular care to
bind lawmakers to support districts that provide minority voters an opportunity to elect candidates of their
choice.

"I think that the constitutional amendment provides protection for that district," Russell said, adding that he
didn't think a district could be drawn with anything less than its current black voting age population.

Others are less certain. Diaz-Balart said the language might not provide enough legal cover for the district
under a 2009 ruling from the U.S. Supreme Court in the Strickland case, when the court held that districts
where a minority group holds less than 50 percent of the vote aren't protected by the Voting Rights Act.

"You can quote the Voting Rights Act from here to kingdom come, but the reality is there is no Voting Rights
Act protection if it's a district that's under 50 percent minority voting population," Diaz-Balart said.

Latinos hold more than 50 percent of the vote in the districts carved out to send Latinos to Congress, Diaz-
Balart said. And he noted why the courts ultimately threw out the district in North Carolina that started the
Strickland case -- because it lacked voting rights protections and ran afoul of state redistricting standards.

"What was the state prohibition in North Carolina?" Diaz-Balart asked rhetorically. "Compactness."

Matthew Corrigan, a political science professor at the University of North Florida, agreed that the district
could cause lawmakers to have to overhaul the district.

"The amendments seem to put a premium on being compact," Corrigan said, "and that district's not
compact."

Twenty years after it was first crafted, the district draws strong emotions from its voters. After Brown's
remarks at the Jacksonville hearing, Vincent Schuppert of Orange Park got up to offer a pointed rebuttal.

"Unfortunately, she never talked about representing me," said Schuppert, who is white. "And so, therefore, I
feel quite frankly unrepresented."

For Reggie McGill, a veteran of the last two redistricting fights as part of the Orlando-Orange County
Complete Count Committee, the district gives him an opportunity to choose who represents him.

"It may not be a black person," said McGill, who is black. "But I would rather live in a district where I can
decide as opposed to live in a district where I can only impact."

McGill brushes off concerns that the district is not as compact as some others. He said he lives a relatively
middle-class lifestyle, but geographically between two extremes.

"Fifteen minutes to this side is affluence and privilege," he said. "Fifteen minutes to this side is working class
and poor. ...

"So I'm just saying, if we had a district with both of those entities in it, who do you think is going to get the
attention? The people who write the checks."
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Redistricting Takes Priority During Community Forum
By Jeff Rosenfield Email the author5:35am

Rep. Peter Nehr is doing his best to inform the public about the hot-button topic.
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State Representative Peter Nehr discusses the issue of redistricting with citizens during a public forum at
East Lake Fire Station #57 on Monday evening.

The controversial subject of redistricting is one in which state Rep. Peter Nehr is well versed.

As the co-chairman of the Senate Redistricting Subcommittee and a member of the state Redistricting
Committee, Nehr (R-Tarpon Springs) has crisscrossed the state multiple times this year, hosting and
attending town meetings designed to keep the public well informed about the topic.

On Monday night, the Council of North County Neighborhoods hosted an informal public forum at East
Lake Fire Station No. 57, where Nehr provided insight and answered questions about one of the most talked-
about issues of the next legislative session.

“Redistricting is one of the most important things that happen every 10 years because it determines who
exactly represents your interests up in Tallahassee,” Nehr said. “So it’s very important that people get
involved … because it’s one of the most important issues we have, and it’s controversial.”

Every 10 years, the federal government requires states to redraw the political boundaries for their legislative
and congressional districts based on the population information gathered from the U.S. Census.

Because districts must be divided fairly and evenly throughout the state, and certain federal guidelines such
as the Voting Rights Act must be met, new districts must be carefully drawn to accommodate the additional
representatives and the shifting population within political boundaries.

According to the latest data, Florida has grown in population by more than 2 million since 2000. 

Where Florida differs from many other states in this matter is by allowing citizens to have direct input in how
they want their districts drawn.

By going to the state’s redistricting website, residents can submit an official map that legislators will take into
consideration when coming up with the final redistricting proposal.

“It is absolutely unprecedented,” Nehr said of the public involvement. “We are the most open … state when
government is concerned. We allow anyone to come to the meetings whether they are a voter or not … and
say ‘this is what we should do’.”

The timeline for redistricting decisions leaves a narrow window for deciding on the final maps before
elections in fall 2012. The maps cannot be voted on until January at the earliest, April 10 at the latest.

But with all the meetings being held to help inform the public, and with the ability of citizens to create their
own maps, Nehr hopes the process will go as smoothly and quickly as possible.

“There are a lot of factors involved with redistricting, a lot of areas that need to be addressed. I’m glad it only
happens every 10 years,” Nehr said.

There is another public redistricting meeting from 4 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday at the Tarpon Springs City
Commission Auditorium. All suggestions, comments and recommendations will become part of the official
state record. 

Great, we'll send you an email as soon as a follow-up is published!
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Redistricting a big item for next session
Teye Reeves, right, and Marian Johnson with the Florida Chamber of Commerce answers questions from the
crowd following a program about the legislative session and the redistricting process Tuesday.

State redistricting issues could send Florida’s next legislative session into extreme overtime, according to
long-time political analyst and advisor Marian Johnson.

A guest speaker at Tuesday’s Jackson County Chamber of Commerce legislative update session, which was
sponsored by Focus Credit Union, Johnson serves as Executive Director of the Florida Chamber of
Commerce Political Institute.

Johnson predicted that redistricting will be a fractious issue that will probably involve litigation before it’s
done.

As a result, she said, candidates will likely have to move quickly to get their message out to the right people
once they know what their districts will look like.

Meanwhile, they’ll be competing with those in national politics for airtime in what promises to be a busy, vocal
and heated political year in both state and national elections.

The state reevaluates district lines every 10 years, and redraws them based on population changes from the
last decade, in order to ensure that everyone has equal representation.

Johnson encouraged Chamber members to let their voices be heard as the district lines are redrawn, and
lauded local Chamber President Art Kimbrough for his testimony at a recent hearing on the issue.

Monitoring the re-districting, Johnson said, is one of many keys to ensuring that the interests of business
and commerce community are protected.

The other guest speaker at the event, Teye Reeves, brought the crowd up to date on the most recent
legislative session and made some predictions for the upcoming session. She is an attorney, and the Florida
Chamber’s Director of Business Climate and Quality of Life Policy.

Reeves said the state Chamber advocated on 36 issues of interest to the business community; of those, she
said the Chamber saw success in 31.

Reeves said Senate Bill 408 was among the most important. It was a bill related to property insurance. A
Chamber publication given out at the meeting asserts that it increased competition among providers and
created a more predictable property insurance market. The Chamber says it addressed “cost-drivers” with
new regulations to bring them more in line.

In the area of legal reform, the Chamber also advocated for successful legislation that will allow jurors to
consider more facts when they are deliberating vehicle accident cases involving allegations of product
defect. They can now receive information about the driver and his or her condition while under the wheel, for
instance, and can spread their determination of fault among more parties if they find that there are degrees
of fault to be shared.

Reeves said there were also important victories in the area of growth management, along with education.
The Chamber advocated for a bill which ties teachers’ salary increases to student achievement. It also
eliminated tenure for new teachers.

Reeves said Chamber lobbyists will continue efforts toward passage of other legislation it supports in the
coming session and beyond.

company.
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Redistricting could impact Indian River County state, federal
seats » TCPalm.com
INDIAN RIVER COUNTY — Indian River County political party leaders and elections officials are keeping a
close eye on the upcoming once-a-decade redistricting process, which could shift the boundaries for the
county's one congressional and four state legislative voting districts.

The redrawing of district boundaries — which also will add two more congressional seats for Florida — will
occur during the upcoming state legislative session starting in January.

Lawmakers are touring 26 Florida cities to listen to the public's concerns about the process. That included
meetings at the Blake Library in Stuart last week and in Melbourne last month, where a handful of Indian
River County residents spoke their minds about redistricting.

Several residents focused on the current hold-up on voter-approved Amendments 5 and 6, which call for
compact districts to be drawn along logical boundaries that are less likely to cater to gerrymandering.
Several lawmakers filed suit over the amendments, including House and Senate redistricting leaders Sen.
Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, and Rep. Bill Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel.

"I'm asking you to follow the will of the people. They voted overwhelmingly in favor of these amendments,"
Carolyn Norton, a Vero Beach resident, said at the Melbourne redistricting meeting. "Make me proud to be a
Floridian. Do the right thing."

County Supervisor of Elections Leslie Swan said her office is interested in how Rep. Tom Goodson's District
29 could change. Goodson, a first-term Titusville Republican, represents central and western Indian River
County, but his district stretches more than 80 miles north into slivers of Brevard County.

Tom Lockwood, chairman of the Indian River County Republican Executive Committee, said the current
configuration of districts works fine for county residents. With population shifts and fair district amendments,
however, Lockwood worries Indian River's two state Senate seats could grab a wider swath of Brevard
County to the north, and St. Lucie to the south. That could dilute the county's importance for Sen. Mike
Haridopolos, R-Merritt Island, and Sen. Joe Negron, R-Stuart, he said.

"Then it might be a dictation from the two larger adjoining counties, and (those counties) might not be like-
minded," Lockwood said.

Edward White, chairman of the Indian River County Democratic Committee, said the Legislature is dragging
its feet on producing proposed district maps and implementing fair district amendments. At the current rate,
election officials, candidates and voters won't have much time to adjust to new districts, and he said that
could cause confusion across the board.

"The number one priority is getting redistricting moving much more quickly than what the Legislature has
scheduled," White said.
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Let's talk redistricting | TBO.com
By WILL WEATHERFORD, DON GAETZ | Special to The Tampa Tribune 
Published: August 26, 2011

This summer, lawmakers from across the state will begin the process of redrawing Florida's legislative and
congressional district boundaries. This historic event happens just once every 10 years, as directed by the
U.S. Constitution. In keeping with the Sunshine State's strong commitment to transparency, the Florida
Legislature has been working hard to ensure that you will have unprecedented access to all of the
information, tools and resources that you need to impact the redistricting process.

With that responsibility in mind, we are making your community aware that Florida's legislators are hosting a
series of 26 public input meetings on redistricting throughout the state.

We travel next to Southwest Florida for public redistricting meetings. On the final leg of our tour we will stop
in Tampa at the Jefferson High School Auditorium on Monday from 4 p.m. until 8 p.m. We head to Largo on
Tuesday for hearings at the EpiCenter at St. Pete College from 8 a.m. until 11 a.m., and then to Sarasota to
New College of Florida from 6 p.m. until 9.

We will host a meeting in Naples on Wednesday from 8 a.m. until 11 a.m. at the Naples Daily News
community room before heading to Lehigh Acres at the Veterans' Park Gymnasium from 6 p.m. until 9 p.m.
Our travels end in Clewiston on Sept. 1 from 8 a.m. until 11 a.m. at the Hendry County Health Department.

The purpose of these public hearings is to listen to you, not for politicians to stand on their soapboxes. We
want to get your thoughts about what you believe are the important facts and unique characteristics of your
community.

We will provide Floridians with opportunities to ask questions throughout the process; however, legislators
will dedicate the time spent in your community to hearing from you. The meetings will also give residents of
Collier, Hendry and Hillsborough counties, all of which are jurisdictions covered by Section 5 of the federal
Voting Rights Act, the opportunity to comment on the impact of redistricting to their unique communities.

Those who cannot attend but would like to listen to the meeting can access a live Web stream provided by
the Florida Channel at www.thefloridachannel.org. If you cannot attend or tune in to the stream there are still
many ways to actively participate in the redistricting process.

We invite you to visit the Web pages launched by both the House of Representatives
(www.floridaredistricting.org ) and the Senate (www.flsenate.gov/Redistricting). Both sites are filled with
information about redistricting and allow users to create and submit your own redistricting maps using the
same data and tools that legislators will use to draw legislative and congressional boundaries.

The online district-building applications were created with you in mind and include training resources that
can help you get started drawing your own plan. Demonstrations of the web applications will be set up
outside of each community meeting, and everyone who will have the chance to ask House and Senate staffs
about the applications and the redistricting process in general.

Floridians can also go online to submit comments, to access committee and public hearing schedules, or
simply to keep up with the latest information on the process.

Legislators will use your feedback, comments and submitted plans to help construct their redistricting
proposals.

This is your opportunity to help shape the districts that form the basis of your representation in Tallahassee
and Washington, D.C.

We invite you to stay informed about the process through the tools and information online, and we hope that
you will join us at one or more redistricting public hearings to make your voice heard.
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Inside The Lines powered by Three Bridges Advisors
When they were beginning a series of redistricting
meetings across the state back in June, the chairs of the
two committees told reporters they had made one thing
abundantly clear: There would be no special protection
for incumbents, writes Brandon Larrabee of the News
Service of Florida.

“I’ve told them that the district you live in right now no
longer exists, and that the Legislature is starting with a
blank slate,” said House Redistricting Chairman Will
Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel.

Senate Reapportionment Chairman Don Gaetz, R-
Niceville, said he took things a step farther.

“I’ve told our senators that I don’t even want to know where they live,” Gaetz said. “And I’ve told our
professional staff on the reapportionment committee, ‘Do not produce any map that shows where incumbents
live.’”

Some of that is based on the new reality of redrawing the state’s political boundaries under the “Fair
Districts” amendments approved by voters last year. The standards are aimed at limiting partisan
gerrymandering, and they explicitly bar making changes to districts with the intent of helping or hurting an
incumbent lawmaker.

And it could have one of its more pronounced effects in the Tampa Bay area, where the redistricting road
show heads next week. A dramatic shift in the population over the last decade could imperil some
incumbents, forcing them to square off against fellow sitting lawmakers in the 2012 elections.

The district of each member of the Pinellas County legislative delegation is under populated — short of the
number of voters that would make an “ideal” district — by more than 5 percent. The majority are under
populated by more than 10 percent.

And while there are some shortfalls next door in Hillsborough County, there are also a couple of districts that
will need to shed tens of thousands of voters in this round of redistricting.

Weatherford’s district is 54.7 percent too large and will have to drop by more than 85,000 people. The seat
currently held by Rep. Greg Steube, R-Parrish, is 53.8 percent too large and will have to contain about
84,000 fewer people.

A seat somewhere in Pinellas is likely to disappear or be significantly reconfigured, with much of the new seat
moving to Hillsborough County.

That could play off of old rivalries in the area, said Susan MacManus, a political science professor at the
University of South Florida in Tampa.

“Both sides of the bay see it as sort of an example of how much clout they have,” MacManus said. “Bragging
rights about political power often create ill feeling between Pinellas and Hillsborough.”

For Republicans, the easiest fix might be to draw together the two House Democrats in the county, Reps.
Rick Kriseman and Darryl Rouson, both from St. Petersburg.

“If you just look at the face of it, the Republicans would like to put the two Democrats together,” MacManus.
“But they also have to be a little bit sensitive and attentive to the minority representation issue.”

That could make drawing Kriseman and Rouson together difficult; the black voting-age population in
Rouson’s district, which crosses three counties, is 48 percent, meaning retrogression in the district’s minority
population could cause the U.S. Department of Justice to look unfavorably on a map.

Republicans will also have a tricky road to walk in redrawing the Senate lines in Pinellas, where the current
districts are under populated by the equivalent of half a Senate seat. Three of those seats are held by
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Republicans; the other, held by Sen. Arthenia Joyner, D-Tampa, has substantial populations of black and
Latino voters.

Minority concerns could also complicate mapmaking in other urban areas like Miami-Dade County, where
each of the 14 state House districts that are under populated have substantial minority populations — 47
percent or more Latino or black.

All but two of them are majority-minority, the districts that have the strong protections under the Voting
Rights Act.

“The urban areas are where the tough stuff is going to take place,” MacManus said.

Category: Maps, Maps, Maps
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Our region’s turn to give input on fair districts - Our Take
Floridians spoke loud and clear in the super majority passage of Fair District Amendments 5 and 6 last
November with 62 percent approval votes on both. Now the time is at hand for Manatee County voters and
others in Southwest Florida to voice their opinions on implementation of the amendments at Tuesday’s public
hearing in Sarasota before a legislative committee.

Amendment 5 covers the redrawing of legislative districts while Amendment 6 focuses on congressional
districts. Under the U.S. Constitution, this process occurs once every decade after the new census is
compiled.

All of the Legislature’s 120 House seats and 40 Senate posts as well as Florida’s 27 congressional districts,
which includes two new ones, will be up for grabs in 2012 under new boundaries. Much is at stake.

Skepticism runs rampant about whether the state’s redistricting and reapportionment process will be “fair.”
And rightly so. While Republicans hold overwhelming majorities in both the state House and Senate,
Democrats currently own an big advantage in voter registration, at roughly 4.6 million to 4 million.

The GOP is trying every which way to maintain political control, foremost with a House lawsuit challenging the
constitutionality of the amendments. Most appalling is the fact that taxpayers are footing the bill for this
attempt to overturn their will.

Panel not offering ideas

The purpose of these hearings is to gather public input on what will most certainly be a highly charged
political process. But the legislative committee listening to citizens -- led by two powerful GOP stalwarts, Rep.
Will Weatherford, chair of the House Redistricting Committee, and Sen. Don Gaetz, chair of the Senate
Reapportionment Committee -- offers little substance during the hearings for Floridians to comment on.

There are no drafts of maps or any other visual aids. This lack of any presentation during previous sessions
in this statewide series of 26 meetings has come under sharp criticism -- and rightly so.

Instead of showing leadership on implementing Fair Districts, the panel is content to sit and listen -- inviting
citizens to draw their own district suggestions with tools on websites representing both legislative branches,
www.floridaredistricting.org and www.flsenate.gov/Redistricting.

The panel is on its last leg of the tour, this across the Southwest with a stop in Tampa on Monday ahead of
Sarasota’s Tuesday edition at New College’s Harry Sudakoff Conference Center from 6-9 p.m.

Time ripe for fair districts

Gerrymandering allows the party in power -- Democrats equally as guilty as Republicans -- to consolidate
control by isolating opposition majorities in as few districts as possible. This creates an imbalance in
representation, cultivates new party loyalists and protects incumbents.

This inherent unfairness led an organization called Fair Districts Florida to launch a successful citizen
petition drive to force the two amendments on the ballot. The two measures require districts be drawn along
existing geographic and political boundaries, and be as compact and contiguous as possible -- truly, a citizen
friendly and reasonable approach to reapportionment.

The Legislature’s tight timetable for concluding the process is problematic. Once lawmakers finish drawing
maps, the Florida Supreme Court and U.S. Department of Justice will pass judgment, the latter because of
the state’s history of racial discrimination in several counties.

Then, potential candidates will only have days to decide and qualify, should lawmakers be correct in their
timeline prediction.

Citizen involvement

We encourage Floridians to communicate their views on fair districts, either in person or via the House and
Senate websites. Those interested people who cannot attend a meeting but would like to listen in can access
a live web stream on the Florida Channel, www.thefloridachannel.org.

http://www.bradenton.com/2011/08/28/3447952/our-regions-turn-to-give-input.html


There are many issues to consider. For example, as the Herald’s Christine Hawes reported on Thursday,
Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport officials are concerned the 13th Congressional District will be
broken apart.

Should Manatee County be placed in a district with southern Hillsborough County, SRQ would be in
competition with airports to the north in political situations where a congressman must choose between the
two.

But Sarasota and Bradenton, both part of District 13 for the past two decades, share the attributes dictated
by Amendment 5 and have many common interests -- unlike Manatee and Hillsborough. That should be the
determining factors.

SRQ will be represented at Tuesday’s meeting. Let your voice be heard, too.
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State Redistricting Meeting Set for Monday in Tampa
By D'Ann White Email the author9:21am

The state is in the process of redrawing House, Senate and congressional districts.

0 Comments

Sponsored By

State Rep. Rachel Burgin (R-Riverview) will
join lawmakers from across Florida for when the
Congressional Redistricting meeting is held in Tampa
Monday, Aug. 29.

Throughout the summer, citizens across Florida have expressed their preferences on the state’s political
boundary lines in public meetings. Now Hillsborough County will have its turn. Tampa’s public input meeting
takes place from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Jefferson High School Auditorium, 4401 Cypress St., Tampa.

Attendees will discuss redrawing boundary lines for the House, the Senate and Congress in this meeting.

"It is critical that the community gets involved in redistricting to ensure their voice is being heard," said
Burgin. "The manner in which lawmakers prioritize concerns for the next 10 years depends on the
participation now.

Burgin has spent much of her summer attending redistricting meetings around the state.

"I believe the citizens of each community play a vital role in the redistricting process," she said. "Many of
the stories we have heard thus far assure us that Florida’s citizens are prioritizing the shape of their districts
differently for the next decade. It excites me to see our citizens so passionate and concerned about
developing our new district lines.”

Redistricting refers to the process by which census data is used to redraw the lines and boundaries of
electoral districts within a state to ensure that districts are substantially equal in population. This process
affects districts at all levels of government – from local school boards and city councils to state legislatures
and the U.S. House of Representatives.

State Sen. Ronda Storms, R-Valrico, sits on the Senate Reapportionment Committee, charged with
redrawing the new lines.

It's not an easy task this year. The committee must draw lines for 27 congressional districts, two more than
the state currently has. That's because the 2010 census revealed that Florida's population has expanded so
much it requires the state have two more districts.

Florida lawmakers also will redraw 120 House districts and 40 state Senate districts.

A number of configurations for House, Senate and Congressional districts have been submitted and can be
viewed at http://www.floridaredistricting.org/.

Residents can also try their hand at drawing districts. District Builder is a full-featured web application with
2010 Census data for drawing Florida Senate, Florida House, and Congressional districts and submitting
them to the Legislature. Citizens have full and easy access to the same web application and information that
legislators and professional staff  use.

To get started, register for a secure District Builder account. To learn more about District Builder before
registering, view the online Help Manual.

Great, we'll send you an email as soon as a follow-up is published!
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Congressional, state redistricting panel comes to Naples on
Wednesday » Naples Daily News
A public redistricting meeting is slated from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. Wednesday in the community room of the
Naples Daily News building at 1100 Immokalee Road, North Naples. Seating is limited and there is an RSVP
form by clicking here.

NAPLES — Florida lawmakers want to hear from communities statewide before redrawing Florida’s legislative
and congressional district boundaries.

On the final leg of their tour of more than 25 stops, legislators are coming to North Naples on Wednesday.

Florida legislators must redraw the state’s legislative and congressional lines every decade based on U.S.
Census information to reflect population changes in each district.

With redistricting on the horizon, lawmakers have held hearings to discover what residents believe is
important in their community and what they want in order to provide for equal representation.

“We believe that it is important to listen to the people of your area and get ideas before we draw lines,” said
state Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, chairman of the Senate Reapportionment Committee.

A public redistricting meeting is slated from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. Wednesday in the community room of the
Naples Daily News building at 1100 Immokalee Road, North Naples. Seating is limited and there is an RSVP
form by clicking here.

“The purpose for next week is for the public to be able to share how they want their community represented,”
said state Rep. Matt Hudson, R-Naples. “I would much better see the citizens of Collier County say how they
want to be represented, as opposed to the Legislature mandated.”

Matt Hudson

Based on the 2010 U.S. Census, two new congressional districts will be added
to the state’s current 25 seats as a result of the climbing population in Florida.
The number of seats in the 120-member state House and 40-member Senate
remains unchanged.

Moreover, it is likely that the state House and Senate district boundaries will
change as a result of growth and movement of population in Southwest Florida,
Gaetz said.

Florida’s population grew by more than a million people — from nearly 16 million
people 10 years ago to 18.8 million in the latest count, the U.S. Census Bureau
reports.

Collier County’s total population saw a 28 percent increase, from 251,377 in
2000 to 321,520 in 2010.

For the first time, residents can draw their own maps for their community or entire state by visiting
www.flsenate.gov/redistricting.

Results of the congressional and legislative redistricting should be determined for Florida during the 2012
legislative session, which starts in January.

Hudson is encouraging community participation.

As the maps are drawn, Rep. Kathleen Passidomo, R-Naples, said she wants Collier County’s voice heard as
equally as other communities’.

“I want my fellow legislators to hear how my community wants to be apportioned,” Passidomo said.

About 25 members of the Legislature are expected to attend Wednesday’s session, including Passidomo.
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“I’m looking forward to hearing from people in my community,” said Passidomo, who is on the congressional
redistricting subcommittee.

So far, the process has been helpful to learn about other Florida communities, she said.

State Rep. Kathleen Passidomo, R-Naples

Passidomo’s District 76, which includes the cities of Naples and Marco Island,
had a population decrease. Passidomo’s district boundaries probably will grow,
she said.

Hudson’s District 101 population has increased.

Marlene Gargan, chairwoman of the Collier County Democratic Executive
Committee, plans to attend the public meeting Wednesday. Collier County
Republican Executive Committee Chairman Frank Schwerin couldn’t be reached
for comment.

Although Gargan hasn’t seen any maps yet, she is interested in a change of
political lines. Gargan said she wants to eliminate the combined east coast to
west coast districts, such as the current Congressional District 25 and House
District 101, which sprawls two coasts.

Instead, Gargan wants district lines drawn to keep communities together, including all the rural communities
and coastal communities because they share common interests and needs, she said.

Moreover, Gargan would like for one of the two new congressional district seats to come to Collier County or
Bonita Springs, she said.

“I just hope they do entertain all the comments that the public has expressed concern over,” Gargan said.

Those who cannot attend but would like to listen to the meeting can access a live web stream provided by
the Florida Channel at www.thefloridachannel.org.

__ Connect with Tracy X. Miguel at www.naplesnews.com/staff/tracy_x_miguel/
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5 things you need to know happening in Florida on Monday,
August 29
By: Sean O'Reilly

TAMPA BAY, Fla. - Here are five things you need to know happening in Florida on Monday, August 29.

(1) Alexander Cote-Ferrer trial begins

Jury selection is scheduled to begin on Monday in Hillsborough County for Alexander Cote-Ferrer. He is
accused of murdering his girlfriend, Danitza Fonseca, with a machete on August 8, 2010.

Police say Danitza's two daughters, Jennifer and Gi Gi, witnessed the killing.

The two women told ABC Action News in 2010 their mother had been arguing with Cote-Ferrer the day she
was murdered. They say after spending hours in a shed behinf the family's home on Thrace Street, Cote-
Ferrer came inside and hacked their mother with a machete.

The sisters, along with Jennifer's boyfriend, say they ran for safety down the street and called police.

Cote-Ferrer is charged with 2nd degree Homicide and three counts of Aggravated Assault. He was
previously arrested in January of 2010 for threatening Danitza Fonseca with a knife.

The trial is scheduled to get underway with jury selection at 8:30 a.m.

(2) Michele Bachmann Florida visit continues

Fresh off visits to Tampa and Sarasota on Sunday, Republican presidential candidate Michele Bachmann
continues her tour of Florida on Monday.

The Minnesota Congresswoman will be having a meet and greet at 8:00 a.m. at the Calistoga Bakery Cafe
on Airport Pulling Road North in Naples.

Representative Bachmann will then travel to Miami for two afternoon events.

She will tour the Bay of Pigs Museum SW 9th Street beginning at 12:30 p.m. and then have a meet and greet
at the Versailles Restaurant on SW 8th Street at 1:30 p.m.

Michele Bachmann is in her third term serving as the Representative for Minnesota's 6th District which
includes the northern suburbs of the Twin Cities.

For more information on her campaign, visit www.MicheleBachmann.com .

(3) Florida redistricting meetings

The Florida House and Senate redistricting committee will hold six joint public meetings throughout Central
and Southwest Florida this week beginning on Monday.

The meetings will give the public to share their ideas on redistricting with Florida legislators.

With an additional 2,818,932 people living in Florida in 2010 compared to 2000, the state will gain two seats
for a total of 27 in the House of Representatives.

Lawmakers are redistricting the state so there are 27 separate Congressional districts each containing
approximately 696,345 people. Redistricting occurs after the U.S. Census Bureau completed their
constitutionally-mandated census every ten years.

Today’s meeting takes place in Tampa from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. in Jefferson High School's auditorium.

Meetings also occur Tuesday from 8:00 to 11:00 a.m. at the EpiCenter at St. Petersburg College in Largo
and from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Harry Sudakoff Conference Center at the New College in Sarasota.

http://www.abcactionnews.com/dpp/news/local_news/5-things-you-need-to-know-happening-in-florida-on-monday,-august-29
http://www.michelebachmann.com/


Lawmakers will be then be in Naples on Wednesday at the Naples Daily News Community Room from 8:00 to
11:00 a.m. and at the Veterans Park Recreation Center in Lehigh Acres from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.

The four days of meetings concludes with a meeting at the Hendry County Health Department in Clewiston
on Thursday from 8:00 to 11:00 a.m.

For more information about redistricting in Florida, visit floridaredistricting.org .

(4) "The Center" for Development Service grand opening

Hillsborough County opens the new Center for Development Services with a grand opening ceremony on
Monday.

"The Center" for Development Services is the County's new comprehensive customer service center for the
building industry and residents.

The consolidated service center brings together staff from the County's Real Estate Department, Public
Works Department, Planning and Zoning Division, Development Review Division, and the former Planning
and Growth Management Department's Building Services Division.

Previously those departments were all located on different floors of the County Center.

The Center will allow residents and businesses to receive assistance with zoning counseling, building
permitting intake and processing, contractor licensing, site reviews, right-of-way permits. and land use
applications.

During the grand opening ceremony, there will be introductory comments and a ribbon-cutting, followed by
refreshments and tours of The Center.

For more information, visit hillsboroughcounty.org .

(5) Hillsborough County early release date

Monday is the first early release date for public schools in Hillsborough County.

For the 2011-2012 school year, the school system changed how early releases are conducted.

Previously, students in Hillsborough County were released from school two hours early every other
Wednesday.

This year, early releases one hour early are every Monday.

For more information, visit www.sdhc.k12.fl.us .

Copyright 2011 Scripps Media, Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten, or redistributed.
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Florida's redistricting: Where are the maps?

By Mary Ellen Klas, Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 
In Print: Monday, August 29, 2011

TALLAHASSEE — Florida legislators bring the contentious redistricting road show to the western half of the
state this week as they work to persuade doubters that they really aren't interested in drawing legislative
maps to protect themselves or their parties.

The goal of the final six public hearings, from Tampa to Naples and Clewiston, is to listen to the public, said
Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, and Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel.

But it's all one big gamble. Two constitutional amendments approved by voters in 2010 force lawmakers to
do something that was anathema to them during most of Florida's political history — redraw legislative and
congressional districts without favoring any incumbent or party.

If their maps leave the appearance of self-protection, they will draw lawsuits and, potentially, a court-ordered
plan. If the legal process drags on for weeks, or months, it could affect the candidate filing deadline in June,
complicate primary elections and confuse voters.

Republican legislators are counting on the public hearings to provide them the legal ground they need to
draw maps that can avoid a court plan. Lawsuits, they conclude, are unavoidable.

"The process does set the Legislature and the courts up because we're not going to make everybody
happy,'' Gaetz said.

Instead, Gaetz and Weatherford say they hope to use the wide-ranging testimony from the public hearings to
provide the road map for how they draw their maps.

"I have received no legal counsel telling me what needs to be in the hearings,'' Gaetz said. The Senate has
hired Mike Carvin, a partner with the Washington law firm of Jones Day, who had advised them to "do the
hearings and make sure the broadest range of opinion is represented."

But Democrats counter that the hearings are a waste of time intended to delay the process in order to
protect incumbent legislators and members of Congress, the majority of whom are Republicans.

"I'm not sure they're trying to make a record as much as they're trying to stall,'' said Dan Gelber, lawyer for
Fair Districts Now, the Democrat-backed group that pushed to pass Amendments 5 and 6 in 2010. Gelber is
a former state senator.

Florida's Constitution requires that legislators wait until at least January 2012 to vote on redistricting.
Legislators have used that as a reason to accelerate the regular session schedule from March to January
and have agreed to start drawing maps this fall when committees begin meeting in mid September.

In 2002, the first committee hearings weren't conducted until October and maps weren't debated until
January. That year, however, lawmakers barely beat the deadline for candidate filing — which was in July.

Gelber said legislative leaders know that the new constitutional language could cause a lengthy court review
and probable lawsuits, which would likely delay final districts even longer this time. Any delay, he said, will
make it difficult for challengers to get into a race, helping incumbents who are likely to be better known.

"It's a huge advantage for incumbents and a huge disadvantage for voters — who will have an election that
is just going to be chaotic,'' he said.

At nearly every one of the 20 hearings so far, legislators have heard a steady drumbeat of scolds from
distrustful voters. Constituents have complained that lawmakers are conducting hearings before drawing
maps, adhering to an antiquated redistricting schedule and wasting taxpayer money by fighting voters in
court.

"The Legislature's timetable to get final districts is just days before candidates are required to file for their

http://www.tampabay.com/news/politics/elections/floridas-redistricting-where-are-the-maps/1188560
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seats,'' said Burnadette Norris-Weeks, an attorney for the Broward County Supervisors of Elections at a
public hearing in Davie this month.

She warned that the late schedule will lead to candidate confusion and embarrassment. "If you create
districts where there is again major problems, we'll be the laughingstock of the country."

Gaetz and Weatherford vigorously defend the time line, saying they have accelerated the legislative session
two months to vote out a plan.

"If everyone in the process takes all the time they could take, we could be in a crunch,'' Gaetz acknowledged.
"My objective is that we not take all the time that we legally can."

The Republican leaders say their job is made easier when the public offers up suggestions. "There needs to
be a rationale for why new districts are drawn,'' Gaetz said. He notes that 21 maps have already been
proposed and that any legislators may propose a map at any time.

Meanwhile, the cost of redistricting continues to mount — even before the first official map is drawn.

The House and Senate have spent $3 million so far with most of it, $2.5 million, paying lawyers to attempt to
defeat the game-changing constitutional amendments approved by voters last year, according to records
obtained by the Times/Herald.

The invoices don't detail the reasons for the expense, but the House is paying the law firm of former state
Rep. Miguel DeGrandy and the former law firm of House Speaker Dean Cannon to represent them in a case
challenging the constitutionality of Amendment 6, which sets standards for congressional redistricting.

The House has spent $1.7 million for that case and for a failed attempt to get an alternative amendment on
the ballot in 2010. The Senate has spent $650,000, most of it last year, to defend the Legislature's attempt
to weaken Amendments 5 and 6. The Senate has not joined with the House in the legal challenge.

The hearings have cost the House $48,025 through July, according to the invoices. The Senate has spent
$10,090 for the same time period.

Costs include staff travel, including $80 in per diem expenses, legal advertising, court reporters and
interpreters.

Those expenses often don't go over well with the public.

"Why are we doing this?'' asked Elizabeth Pines of the League of Women Voters of Miami-Dade County,
whose group has been one of the most vocal critics at the hearings. "It's time to get to work."

Legislators listen, and bite their tongues. They have been counseled by leadership to say nothing or it may
be interpreted as incumbency protection.

At the end of each public hearing, Gaetz makes a statement and responds politely to the stream of criticism.
His speech is getting longer each time.

He notes that other states that have completed their redistricting maps abide by different rules. Louisiana,
for example, finished its redistricting this year because its elections are this year. Illinois also completed the
job, he said, but only after the Legislature offered up a "take it or leave it proposition."

"We will move the process as quickly as we can,'' he told the crowd at the Davie hearing, "given the fact we
have 160 opinions in the House and the Senate.''

Mary Ellen Klas can be reached at meklas@miamiherald.com.

Redistricting meetings in bay area this week

Today in Tampa: Hillsborough County Commission, Jefferson High School auditorium, 4401 Cypress St., 4-8
p.m.

Tuesday in Largo: EpiCenter at St. Petersburg College, 13805 58th St. N., 8-11 a.m.
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Redistricting Manatee - Tampa Bay K-12
Richard Jackson, Tampa K-12 Examiner August 31, 2011 - Like this? Subscribe to get instant updates.

Thirty-four legislators brought Florida's redistricting road show to New College's Sudakoff Center on
Tuesday evening. Senator Don Gaetz co-chaired the meeting with Representative Will Weatherford. Of an
estimated 400 citizens, 109 ventured their opinions forcefully, logically, and convincingly in public statements
of two minutes or less. Hostility and frustration with redistricting specifically and the Legislature in general
were vented freely.

Six points were made repeatedly.(1)The Legislators were criticized for not having a map for citizens to
analyze. (2)The old map was criticized for being one in which the legislators in power chose their voters,
rather than the other way around. (3)Legislators were warned not to create another "incumbent protection
plan." (4)Citizens accused the legislators of already having a map, in just "another backroom deal."
(5)Legislators were accused of being smug and of going "through the motions." (6)House #55, a
gerrymandered minority district which starts south of Tropicana Field and crawls in serpentine fashion to
Newtown in Sarasota, had numerous critics because of its forty-five mile length.

I spoke and advanced a simple plan for Manatee and Sarasota Counties. I suggested splitting each county's
population in half north-south, giving each county two state repesentatives. These four districts would meet
the amendment's requirements of "compact" and contiguous." Further, my senate district would consist of
three of these four house districts and fulfill the same requirements.

The legislators were apparently under instructions to sit and take it, and take it they did. The legislators
offered a weak defense before the close, but it was too little too late.

The citizens seemed to realize how important this redistricting issue is and conveyed the message that if the
state was sliced and diced once again, that in ten years, our potentially great state will not be a fit place to
live. Attempts by the chairs to lighten the mood were not well received, and the evening did not end well.

http://www.examiner.com/k-12-in-tampa-bay/redistricting-manatee?render=print#print
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Florida lawmakers discuss redistricting » Naples Daily News
Florida lawmakers will be in North Naples today to discuss proposed state legislative and congressional
district boundaries.

Florida legislators must redraw the district boundary lines every decade based on U.S. Census information to
reflect population changes in each district.

A public redistricting meeting is slated from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. Wednesday in the community room of the
Naples Daily News building at 1100 Immokalee Road, North Naples. Seating is limited and people can
reserve a spot at www.flsenate.gov/Session/Redistricting/RSVP/08-31-2011-Naples.

Two new congressional districts will be added to the state’s current 25 seats as a result of the climbing
population in Florida. The number of seats in the 120-member state House and 40-member Senate remains
unchanged.

It is likely that the state House and Senate district boundaries will change as a result of growth and
movement of population in Southwest Florida.

The Florida Channel will also stream the meeting live on its website, www.thefloridachannel.org.

http://www.naplesnews.com/news/2011/aug/31/florida-lawmakers-discuss-redistricting/
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Several hundred crowded into the Conference Center at New College Tuesday night for Florida
Legislative Redistricting Hearing.

Over 40 maps designed by Florida citizens lined the lobby in Sarasota. They were created with an
interactive website.

Area Citizens Give Input on "Fair Districts" at Public Hearing
- The Bradenton Times

SARASOTA – Over 40 redistricting maps lined the lobby of Harry Sudakoff Conference Center at New
College Tuesday night. But it wasn’t a politician who designed the possible redistricting lines displayed at the
Florida Legislative Redistricting Hearing --  it was citizens like you. Members of the Legislature have been
touring the state to try to get as much public input as possible for the proposed boundaries, even setting up
a website, www.mydistrictbuilder.com, where citizens can personally draw the lines themselves.

The passage of Amendment 5 and 6, known as the Fair Districts Act, seemed like a rather simple assertion
by the Florida electorate. A majority of Floridians demanded that political districts be drawn in a way that
makes every effort to forge them along natural boundaries that keep communities in tact. Whereas districts
had long been intentionally gerrymandered in political compromises to yield predictable results, they would
now simply be drawn by community lines like counties and cities.

Today, many districts, especially on state and federal levels, slice through several counties denying
members of a particular community true representation. Other districts, are intentionally drawn to make
minority representation more likely as has become the standard practice to ensure equal protection under
the 14th Amendment. Already up for debate (and litigation) is whether the two are mutually exclusive.

However, residents discovered through the interactive website and old-fashioned debate that drawing
unbiased lines isn’t as easy as it seems. Over 80 speakers voiced opinions on how they thought the districts
should be construed, but several people were in disagreement.

Members of the African-American community asked that the legislature keep controversial District 55 as it is
now, encompassing socio-economic areas from Pinellas to Sarasota counties, stating that “compacting
districts will be a loss to the minority voice.”

Whereas African Americans had been the largest minority demographic, Latin-Americans have rocketed past
them, currently comprising 22.5 percent of the state's population. The Spanish population were counting on
uniquely created districts designed to reflect that growth in representation, an expectation obviously clouded
by Fair Districts. However, minority vote dilution is a violation under the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

The other issue speakers were concerned with was the timeline of the legislative calendar that suspends the
official district plan approval to anywhere from January 10 – March 9, 2012. Redistricting happens every 10
years, after the U.S. Census, but under Constitutional Law, the legislature is not allowed to vote on
redistricting until two years after it’s passed. This could present major complications when it comes to the
2012 elections.

“This timeline is unacceptable,” said Anne Hardy, who was representing Sarasota’s League of Women
Voters. “It is an inadequate amount of time for people to learn about candidates and the candidates to learn
what district they can run in.”

In addition to the Fair Districts mandate, the population of the state grew by over 3 million! As a result, there
will be two additional Congressional seats created. There's also been a lot of shifting. Congressional Districts
16 and 25 have to lose more than 100,000 residents in Florida’s redistricting plan, while District 112′s

http://www.thebradentontimes.com/news/2011/08/31/state_government/area_citizens_give_input_on_fair_districts_at_public_hearing/
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Residents study the re-districting maps.

population grew by nearly 60 percent. Homestead had nearly 90 percent population growth from 2000 to
2010.

In Manatee County, where several districts at all levels fracture the community's state, federal and even local
representation among the distinct communities, there are many questions as to how redistricting might
address representation. Several citizens asked that Manatee and Sarasota Counties be combined with the
eastern Lakewood Ranch community into one district.

“The fabric of both counties is tightly interwoven,” said Linda Wright. “Separating them would tear
generations of community.”

While some residents applauded the members of the legislature for hearing the opinions of the people,
others argued that the public hearings were premature and maps should have been produced in order for
residents to comment on them.

“This is a chicken verses egg debate we hear everywhere we go,” said Rep. Will Weatherford (R-61). “We
wanted to listen to the people first. We’ve heard over 70 hours of public comment over the last few days and
you have given us some very good ideas.”

http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/sections/representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=4399&SessionId=64
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‘No cross-state districts,’ legislators told at Lehigh hearing
When members of the legislature serving on a committee that will draw up new state-wide districts for Florida,
were in Lehigh Acres on Wednesday night, Aug. 31, they left knowing that the people of Southwest Florida
had some very definite opinions.

More than 150 people jammed the seats and bleachers at one end of the Lee County Recreation Center on
Homestead Rd. facing two dozen legislators from as far away as Jacksonville and the Panhandle.

The message was clear: "We don't want across the state districts. We want the job done quickly and we want
districts made compact."

Speaker after speaker walked to the microphone and after an hour after about 40 people had spoken,
legislators ask them to confine their remarks to around two minutes, to give everyone in the gymnasium who
want to speak a chance to let their thoughts be known. All comments were recorded and legislators will take
the information back to Tallahassee and by mid- September start the work to redraw boundaries for state,
house and congressional districts.

Those attending and those speaking came from all over Southwest Florida, from Sanibel, Fort Myers Beach,
Cape Coral, Lehigh Acres, Charlotte County and other areas.

All agreed they didn't want to be connected or as one person said, "hitched up" with people on the East
Coast, such as Miami and West Palm Beach.

Some from Lehigh Acres even asked that the unincorporated community be given its own senator and its
own state representative while the same be done for western Lee County. The speaker told legislators that
the population of Lehigh was nearly 87,000 and they didn't have the same issues that the people on the
East Coast of Florida have and want to be removed from districts that go crosswise in the state.

Lehigh is part of two districts, one reaching from here to West Palm Beach and Lee County is part of several
districts. Many told legislators they wanted Lee County to be a separate district, while others said beach
areas like Sanibel and Fort Myers Beach were different from other areas of Lee County because of tourism.

Many wanted lawmakers to draw district lines quickly so candidates will know in which districts they can run in
next year's elections.

Dr. Curtis Hamilton of Cape Coral, who said he was an AARP volunteer and president of the Cape's AARP
chapter said transparency and timeliness are key elements of the redistricting process and must be followed.

"The voters of Florida have clearly spoken about redistricting by decisively passing Amendments 5 and 6,
and I compliment you for the statewide hearings which have gone forward with full disclosure and public
input.

"The public needs not only the opportunity to comment but to have those comments be meaningfully
considered, not cast aside as part of a political game. We expect our legislature to act with integrity and
honor for the citizens of Florida and not to end with a gerrymandered mess that is left to the courts to decide.
The timeliness of the process is crucial, Hamilton said.

Kevin Shea of Lehigh told legislators that the people of the community do not need ethnic combat in our
state districts, that the lines must be fair for all. Shea is a member of the Lehigh Acres Rescue and Fire
District.

Edd Weiner, chairman of the Lehigh Chamber's economic development board and chairman of the Lehigh
Acres Community Planning Panel, said he had lived on the east coast and he agreed with others that the
people of Lehigh and Southwest Florida do not want to linked to the east coast in districts.

Nate Stout, who is chairman of the East County Water Control District, said Lehigh residents want to be
considered as a whole community and not split as it is now.

Other samplings of comments included:

"Separation of east and west districts is needed, a person from Estero said at the beginning of the three-
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hour hearing. The audience gave a loud clapping applause.

And another: "Eliminate across state districts. The southeast coast has issues different than in the southwest
coast. Each needs to have its own senator."

"We do not want cross-state districts. That's emphatic. If we see gerrymandering districts, will go after you.
The proof is in the pudding as what you do."

"Keep community with similar interest together."

"Consider the great growth of Southwest Florida when you draw lines."

"Be fair and don't gerrymander our local areas. Respect the counties."

"Be open and act fairly.

"Lehigh Acres needs to have its own senate district."

Joan Patterson of Lehigh told legislators that Lehigh "has been sliced and diced and split down the middle.
So my plea is don't stick us across the state with a district." Other comments included:

"We're tired of the gerrymandering that we saw in 2010 and Amendments 5 and 6 which were
overwhelmingly passed by the people call for fairly drawn maps in a timely fashion. In 2010 we want it to be
fair, one person one vote."

Sen. Garrett Richter, R-Naples, said that the message about the timeline came through loud and clear and
Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, who is the Senate's chairman of the redistrict committee, said the legislature
has gotten the message to move the redistricting process on quickly.

Redistricting committees will convene in Tallahassee on Sept. 19 and start working on maps and have them
ready by January 10 when the legislature meets. Gaetz said later that the public hearings in Lehigh and
Naples were the most valuable one the committee has held.

One more meeting was planned in Clewiston and committee lawmakers will head back to Tallahassee and
start to work in about two weeks.

The public was encouraged to examine online the many maps that have been suggested and to make
themselves aware of what redistricting encompasses.

You can on online and visit www.floridaredistricting.org and www.flsenate.gov/Redistricting to learn more
about creating and submitting your own house, senate and congressional maps.

Redistricting takes place after each U.S. Census. Figures in Florida were released early since the state is
one of the largest in the country.

The number of congressional districts in Florida will increase from 25 to 27. The number of Florida House
seats must be between 80 and 120 while the number of Florida Senate seats must be between 30 and 40.

According to a flyer passed out at the hearing, the Florida House and Senate contain 120 members and 40
members, respectively. The average population of a House district will be 156,678 and the average
population of a Senate district will be 470,033 and each new congressional district must contain around
696,345 people.

http://www.floridaredistricting.org/
http://www.flsenate.gov/Redistricting
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'Daily NewsMakers with Jeff Lytle' ... Florida Redistricting »
Marco Eagle
Will new state and federal districts be fair or partisan? Will our area add a U.S. House seat?

Florida lawmakers working on redistricting brought their road show to Naples for a public forum Wednesday
hosted at the Naples Daily News’ Community Room. Later, the panel’s leaders — Sen. Don Gaetz of Destin
and Rep. Will Weatherford of Pasco County — and Rep. Kathleen Passidomo of Naples came to the
newsroom/studio for the “Naples Daily NewsMakers with Jeff Lytle’’ program that airs Sunday morning at 10
on ABC7.

This week’s other “NewsMakers’’ guest is Christine O’Donnell, former GOP candidate for U.S. Senate from
Delaware. She was in Naples promoting her new book, “Trouble Maker.’’ What advice does she have for
GOP presidential contender Michele Bachmann?

Text and video highlights are available at naplesnews.com/newsmakers.

*********************************

Florida redistricting

Lytle: How soon do we find out about the U.S. House district that may or may not be coming to Southwest
Florida?

Gaetz: I don’t know and I don’t think any living American knows where those congressional districts will be.

But we’ve already seen our first maps. We saw our first maps on June 20, and we now have 50 maps. The
map we saw on June 20 for congressional districts did show some increased districts in this part of the state,
as well as in the central part of the state, and I think there’s probably a case to be made for that.

Lytle: Specifically, will we see Connie Mack IV’s District 14 shrink and come down more to Collier County?

Gaetz: Well, the answer to that pre-supposes the kind of discussion that we’re going to have to have based
on the input that we’ve gotten.

I’ve can’t give you an answer to that question, but I think that as the House and the Senate redistricting
committees work through the information we’ve gotten from these hearings, and look at the population data,
hopefully we’ll be able to come up with an answer.

Also discussed this morning at 10 on ABC7: Is opposition real or imagined to voter mandates to make
districts more compact and sensible? Should the state have a tax-subsidized health insurance program only
for top employees such as legislators and the governor?

http://www.marconews.com/news/2011/sep/01/daily-newsmakers-jeff-lytle-redistricting/?partner=RSS
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Florida lawmakers discuss state and congressional
boundaries » Naples Daily News
10:16 a.m.: Dozens of people have spoken about the need to provide maps before asking for public input,
but Charles Van Meter this morning said he was pleased with the state's decision to ask for public comment
before presenting maps.

“I think being a good legislator is listening to your constituents and then taking the right action,” Van Meter
said.

Former state Rep. Dudley Goodlette agreed. Goodlette said he thought it was “an orderly process” and
getting public input early was crucial to the process.

Goodlette said putting maps out for the public to comment on would lead people to think it was a done deal.

10 a.m.: Doug Wilson, president of Collier County's chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union, said if
state Sen. Don Gaetz is correct in a time line presented earlier today he will have earned the “gratitude and
respect” for Floridians.

Wilson spoke out against gerrymandering – the process of dividing election districts to give one political
party an electoral majority – and asked state legislators to steer clear of the process when redistricting.

“This is an evil against democracies,” Wilson said. “This is an evil practiced by both parties.”

Wilson asked legislators to draw the boundaries in good faith, and said he would support the idea of
presenting multiple maps for discussion – much like Collier County officials are doing in their redistricting
efforts – before a final map is approved.

“We will be watching,” he said.

9:22 a.m.: About 12 residents have spoken out thus far, and state lawmakers said they have about 50
people registered to speak this morning. Many of those people have asked legislators to not create districts
that combine Florida's east coast with the west coast.

“I do not believe you can represent both sides of the state effectively and efficiently,” said Jacob Winge.

Attendees have also asked that the redistricting process be done as quickly as possible, and one resident
asked that the map be approved within the first week of the 2012 legislative session.

8:51 a.m.: An audience member disrupted a public speaker's comments this morning by shouting “Finish
your remarks. Other people want to talk.”

The outburst came just 40 minutes into the three hour public hearing and Liza McClenaghan was speaking
at the time.

While McClenaghan started her brief presentation with praise for the online district boundary builder, she
later asked the board to consider a constitutional amendment that would allow the state to begin the
redistricting process as soon as Census numbers are released.

8:23 a.m.: State Sen. Don Gaetz said this morning public input is essential to the redistricting process.

“Maps submitted (to the state Legislature) ought to, and will, form the basis for the legislative process moving
forward,” Gaetz told a crowd of about 100 Southwest Florida residents this morning.

Fifty public submissions are already available on the state's redistricting website. Many of those publicly
proposed maps were on display in the Daily News' lobby this monring.

Gaetz in his opening statements said he urged community members to submit maps “that make sense for
your community.”

Gaetz said the three-hour redistricting meeting will be dedicated to public comment.

http://www.naplesnews.com/news/2011/aug/31/florida-lawmakers-discuss-state-and-congressional/
http://www.naplesnews.com/news/topic/dave-trecker/


8 a.m.: At least 50 people have registered to speak during today's state legislative and congressional
redistricting meeting, said Collier Supervisor of Elections Jennifer Edwards.

Florida lawmakers will meet at 8 a.m. this morning to discuss several proposals redrawing the state's
legislative and congressional lines. The boundaries must be redrawn every decade based on U.S. Census
information to reflect population changes in each district.

The meeting goes from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. in the community room of the Naples Daily News building at 1100
Immokalee Road . Those who can't attend the meeting can watch it online .

Based on the 2010 U.S. Census, two new congressional districts will be added to the state’s current 25 seats
as a result of the climbing population in Florida. The number of seats in the 120-member state House and
40-member Senate remains unchanged.

It is likely that the state House and Senate district boundaries will change as a result of growth and
movement of population in Southwest Florida.

http://www.naplesnews.com/news/2011/aug/31/florida-lawmakers-discuss-state-and-congressional/www.thefloridachannel.org
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Florida voters' voice gets heard on redistricting
A Times Editorial

In Print: Saturday, September 3, 2011

Give Florida state Sen. Don Gaetz credit. After weeks of public criticism about the Legislature's deliberate
pace in drawing new political maps, the Republican senator from Niceville has proposed amending the state
Constitution to allow the next redrawing to occur a full year before the general election. That's the first
indication that anyone in Republican-controlled Tallahassee gets it: Voters are sick of a redistricting process
that favors incumbents.

Gaetz and his House counterpart, Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, were caught flat-footed this
summer at what were supposed to be routine public hearings on drawing boundaries for legislative and
congressional districts. Instead, the leaders of their respective chambers' redistricting committees have seen
the sessions devolve into public outrage, culminating in Pinellas County this week.

Republican lawmakers have no one but themselves to blame for failing to read the body politic. After
spending the past two decades exploiting the redistricting process to accumulate an overwhelming majority
of state legislative and congressional seats in a state where voter registration favors Democrats over
Republicans, they have been tone-deaf to the building public backlash.

The increasingly conservative Republican leaders in Tallahassee refused to heed the message of Fair
Districts, the two state citizen petitions voters overwhelmingly approved in November that for the first time put
parameters on how legislative and congressional districts should be drawn. Arrogantly, legislative leaders
aimed to thwart passage of the measures until the Florida Supreme Court stopped them. And now House
Speaker Dean Cannon continues to fight the provision dealing with the drawing of congressional districts, in
effect using Florida tax dollars to fight a policy voters approved at the ballot box.

Against that backdrop, Gaetz, Weatherford and their fellow committee members — who are actually seeking
public input earlier than was done 10 years ago — have been met with distrust from an increasingly savvy
public annoyed by political gerrymandering. The lack of even a preliminary set of maps is perceived as
further obfuscation.

Traditionally, Florida's Legislature has never released public maps this early. The state Constitution dictates
that lawmakers can't even consider a final vote on maps until January at the earliest. Lawmakers have
interpreted that to mean that's when their formal negotiations will begin, not end, and aim to approve maps in
March. But that timing has real consequences every 10 years when it compresses the election cycle, with
non-incumbent candidates uncertain until the very end if they live in a district they want to run in.

Now Gaetz accepts that tradition should change. As the anticipated next Senate president, he and
Weatherford, the anticipated next House speaker, have the power to do something about it. For this
redistricting cycle, the pair should order preliminary maps be drawn before the new year and hold additional
town hall meetings after doing so. But for a better Florida, they should push their colleagues to put a
measure on the 2012 ballot to change the state Constitution to shift the entire redistricting time line in 2021
and beyond. That would show Republicans finally have gotten the message.

[Last modified: Sep 02, 2011 04:30 AM]
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Fla. legislators give redistricing, ‘Fair Districts’ hearing in
Sarasota
Hundreds of Sarasota and Manatee county residents turned out Tuesday evening for one of the state
Legislature’s final public redistricting hearings. Many of the attendees criticized the Florida House for
intervening in a lawsuit to stop one of the “Fair Districts” amendments and urged the 34 lawmakers
assembled to present map proposals this fall so that the process doesn’t drag on into next summer. #

State Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Destin, managed the majority of the meeting, recognizing the 109 attendees who
signed up to speak. Representatives from the League of Women Voters, Planned Parenthood of Southwest
and Central Florida and Unidos Now all addressed the panel. #

Sarasota County Supervisor of Elections Kathy Dent was the first to speak, asking the Legislature to work
swiftly so that supervisors of election around the state have time to prepare for the 2012 elections. “We will
be more likely to make a mistake” if wrangling over the redistricting maps stretches into next summer, Dent
said. #

“I think what’s concerning about tonight … is the perception here that the game is fixed,” said former
Sarasota Mayor Kelly Kirschner, speaking on behalf of Unidos Now. He described a “sense of mistrust with
government in our hometown and home state.” #

Kirschner then called for the Legislature to end the practice of gerrymandering. “When you have
competition, I think it breeds honesty in the process,” he said, instructing the panel to “create a competitive
marketplace where ideas matter and gerrymandering doesn’t.” #

There was also direct criticism of state House District 55, a largely African-American district that stretches
from downtown Sarasota through Manatee County and across the Sunshine Skyway to St. Petersburg, and
congressional District 16, which passes all the way from Port Charlotte on the Gulf Coast to Jupiter on the
East Coast. ”Why do we need to separate us by all these different demographics?” one man asked. “We are
supposed to be one nation. We are supposed to be a melting pot.” #

But four residents of Newtown, a mostly African-American North Sarasota neighborhood, asked that the
redistricting committee continue to include the community in the St. Pete-based House District 55, an
arrangement they said gives them a voice. State Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, said the
difference of opinion over 55 illustrates the challenges the redistricting committee faces. #

Several participants called on the Florida House to quit the lawsuit challenging Amendment 6, one of the
“Fair Districts” amendments intended to end gerrymandering. Both “Fair Districts” measures were approved
by 66 percent of Sarasota County voters last fall. ”Drop the lawsuit,” one man said. “Stop fighting the will of
the people.” #

The three-hour event was held at New College of Florida, situated in an area of Sarasota represented by
state Sen. Nancy Detert, R-Venice, who addressed the audience near the end of the meeting. ”Frankly, I’m
very disappointed in our community,” the senator said, criticizing the at-times antagonistic hometown
audience for what she called its “lack of civility.” She said that “paranoia” about the redistricting process was
rampant. #
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Ernst: Iowa redistricting sets good example
Published: Saturday, September 3, 2011 at 9:52 p.m.

It's not often we get a chance to say, "Let's do it the way they do it in Iowa."

Here's the chance. Iowa just finished redrawing the lines for its congressional districts, a process required
every 10 years based on the latest census population numbers. While Florida will gain two House of
Representatives seats, giving it 27, Iowa will lose one seat, leaving it with four reps. All five office-holders
intend to run again.

But, unlike Florida, Iowa's state legislature does not draw up the new boundaries. Instead, a non-partisan
agency devises workable maps. This year, the result is that four of Iowa's incumbents, unless they move, will
face each other in two races, the fifth incumbent stands alone in a district, and the fourth district is wide
open.

That's just the way the numbers fell.

The Iowa state legislature is expected to approve the plan, devoid of the type of gamesmanship that occurs
in states such as Florida, where the legislature draws the lines and the party in control tries to protect its
advantage for the next 10 years through gerrymandering.

I'm no expert on Iowa politics. I heard of this method when an Iowa native mentioned it last week at New
College during a legislative workshop on redistricting.

The formation of a nonpartisan panel similar to Iowa's might make a good state constitutional amendment for
Florida if the fair district amendments passed in 2010 don't work out as planned.

It's a fall-back position. Most of the more than 400 who showed up at the Sarasota workshop didn't sound as
if they wanted to wait another 10 years for reform. Judging by the comments of the 77 who spoke, they want
it now.

One after another, they called for state and national legislative boundary lines to be drawn based on familiar
features such as county lines or geographic landmarks such as rivers and major roads. They generally
advocated the grouping of communities of interest, although some preferred to mix it up.

Four hundred-plus is a more-than-respectable turnout for what appears to be such an arcane topic. Some
had to wait outside the door. The room could not accommodate them.

It shows people do care about the integrity of the electoral process.

Perhaps equally impressive was the show of legislators, 27 of them, their chairs across the front of the room.
It was a good sign.

Here's some of what they heard:

Keep Sarasota and Manatee counties together in a congressional district. The communities have cultural,
historic and economic ties.

Leave Charlotte County intact as much as possible. It now forms parts of three congressional districts.

If counties have to share a district, take an equal number of voters from each county.

Break up Florida House District 55. This is a classic case of gerrymandering, a district shaped like a key with
parts of Hillsborough and Pinellas counties forming the wide portion and parts of Manatee and Sarasota
counties making up the teeth.

Keep District 55 as is. The district's odd shape takes in predominantly black neighborhoods, essentially
ensuring minority representation.

Don't forget the rising number of Hispanic residents. Former Sarasota mayor Kelly Kirschner said that

http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20110903/COLUMNIST/309039995/2055/NEWS?template=printart


Hispanics represent about 20 percent of the city's population.

"Have you heard the people tonight?" one woman asked the legislators.

"The loudspeaker's working if that's what you mean," quipped Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Destin, who chaired the
meeting and generally got the best in exchanges of one-liners. Not this time.

"How the loudspeaker is working and how brains are taking it in are two different things," the woman
responded. Gaetz smiled. The crowd roared.

Eric Ernst's column runs Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays. Contact him at eric.ernst@heraldtribune.com
or (941) 486-3073.
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Central Florida fair districts: We must apply reason to Fair
Districts
August 29, 2011|By Darren Soto

I had the pleasure of reading a recent My Word from a fellow attorney, State Sen. David Simmons, on the
Fair District amendments. While I agree that we must apply a two-tier analysis, and that the districts don't
need to be compact, I disagree with his interpretation, which implies that the "equal opportunity" and
"diminish" factors are infinite.

Being of Puerto Rican descent and representing a majority Hispanic state House district, I wholeheartedly
support racial or language minorities having an equal opportunity to participate in the political process. But I
recognize that these amendments do not require us to have new minority-access districts crisscross the
entire state to do so.

The applicable section reads "districts shall not be drawn with the intent or result of denying or abridging the
equal opportunity of racial or language minorities to participate in the political process or to diminish their
ability to elect representatives." I believe the court will give a reasonable interpretation to the "equal
opportunity" and "diminish" factors and require this access to be equivalent rather than require these
opportunities to be nearly perfect as determined by the most advanced redistricting technology.

For example, District 3 was carved to maximize African-American participation as was technologically
possible by creating a district including Orlando with far-off Jacksonville. If this seat represents the equal-
opportunity standard, then Hispanics would be entitled to as many seats as are conceivable by combining
Hispanic-populous areas of South Orlando and Kissimmee with far-off Miami by linking them down over 200
miles of Interstate 95. Under this ultimate-district approach, the failure to draw these seats means my
community will be denied equal opportunity.

Applying instead a more reasonable interpretation of equal opportunity to a potential Hispanic seat, the
Legislature could draw a majority, plurality or substantial minority seat solely in Central Florida and pass
constitutional muster. The Legislature would not be required to assure that this seat was maximized to be as
Hispanic as technologically possible.

Applying this to District 3, the court would be justified in ruling that two separate seats in Orlando and
Jacksonville, where African-Americans are a majority, plurality or substantial minority, still pass the equal-
opportunity and diminish factors. This would still give African-Americans in Orlando and Jacksonville an
equal opportunity to influence their two congressional members due to large populations in both districts,
and it wouldn't diminish the vote.

This interpretation comports with the language and spirit of Fair Districts.

State Rep. Darren Soto is a Democrat from Orlando.
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Florida Redistricting 2012, Democracy in Action. | Doral
Family Journal
By Dominique Barba.

Redistricting refers to the process by which census data is used to redraw the lines and boundaries of
electoral districts within a state to ensure that districts are substantially equal in population. This process
affects districts at all levels of government-from local school boards and city councils to state legislatures
and the U.S. House of Representatives. Florida gained two seats from the reapportionment after the 2010
census. The state population increased by 2.8 million residents, (17.6 percent.) According to the Article III,
Sections 20 and 21 of the Florida Constitution state: “ No apportionment plan or (individual) district shall be
drawn with the intent to favor or disfavor a political party or an incumbent.”

For the project to begin, there are two constitutional amendments that
need to be considered. Amendment # 5 (Term) and Amendment # 6
(Congress) voted for in past elections as and say that “districts
cannot be drawn in a way that diminishes the ability
of minorities to elect Representatives of their choice”. These two
amendments were prompted by Fair Districts Now, and requite districts
that, where possible, be continuous and compact, taking into account
the existing municipal boundaries. These amendments are
being challenged by Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart (R) and Corrine Brown (D),
who believe that they violate the Voting Rights Act and “represents an
impermissible effort by Florida to limit the discretion directly delegated by
the United States Constitution to the Florida Legislature.” They filed suit on
November 3, 2010.

Once the redistricting committees were formed in the House and the Senate, a series of public meetings
to hear the views of minorities. There were 26 hearings, the last six occurred between Monday August
15 and Thursday 18. The cities chosen were Stuart, Boca Raton, Davie,  Miami,South Miami and Key West.

Doral Family Journal was present at the hearings in Miami (Miami Dade College Wolfson Campus)
and South Miami (FIU College of law) seen that there is a clear interest from the community to have a clean
electoral process and above all, fair. Both meetings counted with a high participation of members of
the Haitian American community that called for a congressional seat to lead to a representative of their
choice. The Hispanic population, in turn asked to preserve the existing districts, where they are the majority,
while recommending creating new ones. State Representative Erik Fresen told us how pleased he was to
give the opportunity to the millions of Florida voters to participate through their opinions, which were to
be respected and considered.

City of Doral, which can seem to be a small, young city,
saw several of its residents attending meetings, giving us a
positive perception of the situation.
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Among them, Councilman Pete Cabrera, was present in the
meetings and said among others things:

“To be truly united as a nation we must understand, embrace, and
represent the needs of each of these diverse groups.  Without
proper representation both the riches and needs of each of these
groups will be lost. A proper representation will united rather than
divide. So it is more than about just following the law, it is about
building stronger communities” said Councilman Cabrera.    “It is
also important that the district be drawn in a manner that provides
proper representation for each area beyond the needs of a
minority, but also the general needs of area also be properly
represented”… “Obviously the needs of each of communities is
very diverse so it makes it very challenging for the representative
of that district to completely serve the needs of each area they
represent”

Too, was at the meeting, the founder of Rotary Club Doral, Felipe Madrigal and Susie Castillo (Mayor’s
Assistant City of Doral) who gave us valuable information to prepare this note.

Given the complexity of the process, there are many questions
constantly arising, Doral Family journal was able to count on the
aid of lawyer Elizabeth Pines, an expert in immigration
processes and member of the Association of Women Voters,
who very kindly answered these questions:

DFJ: You asked the committee to honor 3 commitments;
would you specify?

Dr. Pines: “I asked the Redistricting Committee to commit to an
accelerated timeline:

1. Adopt a rule requiring all maps to be filed by October 3,
2011. This is 30 days after completion of the “Public Hearings”.
 The Legislators should have plenty of time to come up with
their proposed maps by this time.

2. Adopt a rule requiring all committee action and reviews on
redistricting plans be completed by the end of 2011, allowing
sufficient time for public review and comment, and

3. Adopt a rule requiring that all plans be voted on during the first week of the 2012 Session, this is no later
than January 13, 2012. This would allow for new candidates to know their districts and campaign
accordingly.  Uncertainty as to what a District will look like helps incumbents because incumbents are already
known to the voters and can raise money and challengers or new candidates would be at a disadvantage.

DFJ: Why the League of Women Voters is against the lawsuit made by Corrine Brown and Mario
Diaz Balart?

Dr. Pines: Amendment (5 and) 6 passed by 63% of Florida voters and is now part of our Constitution, which
Legislators have pledged to support and defend.  In addition: The House and Senate unsuccessfully fought
Supreme Court approval of the amendments for the ballot in 2008.  They held over 30 hours of committee
meetings in 2009 and 2010 trying unsuccessfully to find fault with the amendments using lawyers from
Speaker Cannon’s former firm who were paid $300-per-hour.  They tried to fight it again in 2010 arguing
unsuccessfully in court that the amendments should be stricken from the ballot.  They tried (unsuccessfully)
to confuse voters by placing Amendment 7 on the ballot with purposefully misleading language.  Leaders
convinced the Governor to withdraw his predecessor’s preclearance application from the Justice
Department. It took a lawsuit to get them to reapply.

The Florida House is using taxpayer money to attack and invalidate a provision of our state constitution that
was supported by 63% of Florida voters. It is spending our money to join a lawsuit (filed by Representatives
Brown and Diaz Balart) asking the court to strike Amendment 6 from the Florida Constitution. Secretary of
State Kurt Browning is the defendant in that case. So Florida taxpayers are now paying to sue and defend
the same lawsuit.

http://www.doralfamilyjournal.net/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/Elizabeth-Pines.jpg


All of this money is being spent while teachers are being fired, social services are being cut, and not a single
job is being created. Yet, the House and Senate have set aside upwards of $30 million to avoid the Fair
Districts standards and promote their version of a redistricting plan.

 DFJ: What are your impressions about the “Redistricting 2012″ in Florida? Do you think this
project will benefit all the Florida Voters?

I trust the Florida Legislators after these Public Hearings will have listened to Floridians.   Our message has
been loud and clear throughout the State: drop the lawsuit, and commit to drawing maps in accordance to
our Constitution, which include amendments 5 and 6 as they are, by the first week of session 2012.
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Legislators hear drumbeat of complaints over timeline, cost
of redistricting - Florida
By Mary Ellen Klas

TALLAHASSEE -- Florida legislators bring the contentious redistricting road show to the western half of the
state this week as they work to persuade doubters that they really aren’t interested in drawing legislative
maps to neither protect themselves nor their parties.

The goal of the final six public hearings, from Tampa to Naples and Clewiston, is to listen to the public, said
Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, and Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel.

But it’s all one big gamble. Two constitutional amendments approved by voters in 2010 force lawmakers to
do something that was anathema to them during most of Florida’s political history: redraw legislative and
congressional districts without favoring any incumbent or party.

If their maps leave the appearance of self-protection, they will draw lawsuits and, potentially, a court-ordered
plan. If the legal process drags on for weeks, or months, it could affect the candidate filing deadline in June,
complicate primary elections, and confuse voters.

Republican legislators are counting on the public hearings to provide them the legal ground they need to
draw maps that can avoid a court plan. Lawsuits, they conclude, are unavoidable.

“The process does set the Legislature and the courts up because we’re not going to make everybody
happy,’’ Gaetz said.

Instead, Gaetz and Weatherford say they hope to use the wide-ranging testimony from the public hearings to
provide the roadmap for how they draw their maps.

“I have received no legal counsel telling me what needs to be in the hearings,’’ Gaetz said. The Senate has
hired Mike Carvin, a partner with the Washington, D.C. law firm of Jones Day, who had advised them to “do
the hearings and make sure the broadest range of opinion is represented.”

But Democrats counter that the hearings are a waste of time intended to delay the process to protect
incumbent legislators and congressmen, the majority of whom are Republicans.

“I’m not sure they’re trying to make a record as much as they’re trying to stall,’’ said Dan Gelber, lawyer for
FairDistrictsNow, the Democrat-backed group that pushed to pass Amendments 5 and 6 in 2010. Gelber is a
former state senator.

Florida’s Constitution requires that legislators wait until the January 2012 to vote on redistricting. Legislators
have used that as a reason to accelerate the regular session schedule from March to January and have
agreed to start drawing maps this fall when committees begin meeting in mid-September.

The schedule is earlier than it was in 2002, when the first committee hearings weren’t conducted until
October and maps weren’t debated until January. That year, however, lawmakers barely beat the deadline
for candidate filing – which that year was in July.

Gelber said legislative leaders know that with the new constitutional language, the lengthy court review and
likely lawsuits could delay final districts even longer this year. Any delay, he said, will make it difficult for
challengers to get into a race but help incumbents who are likely to be better known.

“It’s a huge advantage for incumbents and a huge disadvantage for voters – who will have an election that is
just going to be chaotic,’’ he said.

At nearly every one of the 20 hearings so far, legislators have heard a steady drumbeat of scolds from
distrustful voters. Constituents have complained that lawmakers are conducting hearings before drawing
maps, are adhering to an antiquated redistricting schedule, and are wasting taxpayer money by fighting
voters in court.
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'Daily NewsMakers with Jeff Lytle:' How redistricting affects
SW Florida » Naples Daily News
Will new state and federal districts be fair or partisan? Will our area add a U.S. House seat?

Florida lawmakers working on redistricting brought their road show to Naples for a public forum Wednesday
hosted at the Naples Daily News’ Community Room. Later, the panel’s leaders — Sen. Don Gaetz of Destin
and Rep. Will Weatherford of Pasco County — and Rep. Kathleen Passidomo of Naples came to the
newsroom/studio for the “Naples Daily NewsMakers with Jeff Lytle’’ program that airs Sunday morning at 10
on ABC7.

This week’s other “NewsMakers’’ guest is Christine O’Donnell, former GOP candidate for U.S. Senate from
Delaware. She was in Naples promoting her new book, “Trouble Maker.’’ What advice does she have for
GOP presidential contender Michele Bachmann?

Text and video highlights are available at naplesnews.com/newsmakers.

*********************************

Florida redistricting

Lytle: How soon do we find out about the U.S. House district that may or may not be coming to Southwest
Florida?

Gaetz: I don’t know and I don’t think any living American knows where those congressional districts will be.

But we’ve already seen our first maps. We saw our first maps on June 20, and we now have 50 maps. The
map we saw on June 20 for congressional districts did show some increased districts in this part of the state,
as well as in the central part of the state, and I think there’s probably a case to be made for that.

Lytle: Specifically, will we see Connie Mack IV’s District 14 shrink and come down more to Collier County?

Gaetz: Well, the answer to that pre-supposes the kind of discussion that we’re going to have to have based
on the input that we’ve gotten.

I’ve can’t give you an answer to that question, but I think that as the House and the Senate redistricting
committees work through the information we’ve gotten from these hearings, and look at the population data,
hopefully we’ll be able to come up with an answer.

Also discussed this morning at 10 on ABC7: Is opposition real or imagined to voter mandates to make
districts more compact and sensible? Should the state have a tax-subsidized health insurance program only
for top employees such as legislators and the governor?
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Citizen reaction to Collier commission redistricting plan is all
over the map » Naples Daily News
Click to view redistricting maps at Collier County government website

Redistricting is done every decade following the census. Collier County grew by more than 70,000 residents
— to a total population of 321,520 — between the 2000 and 2010 census.

Because of that, the county needs to redraw its districts for commissioners and School Board members.

NAPLES _ If Collier County commissioners were hoping the public would overwhelmingly support one
proposed redistricting map over another, they will be disappointed.

If they were hoping for an overwhelming response, they will be disappointed a second time.

Following five public meetings and several presentations to groups, the county received 42 emails and
comment sheets by Wednesday night from community members about the proposed redistricting maps.

Redistricting is done every decade following the census. Collier County grew by more than 70,000 residents
— to a total population of 321,520 — between the 2000 and 2010 census. Because of that, the county
needs to redraw its districts for commissioners and School Board members.

The county staff has offered the public many opportunities to see the maps, but Commissioner Georgia Hiller
said the timing is still off.

“The meetings need to be held when the majority of affected voters are in town,” she said. “For example,
school district maps should be presented after school is in session, not while families are on vacation.”

Some groups, it seems, agree with Hiller. In a letter to county leaders on Friday, Golden Gate Estates Area
Civic Association President Peter Gaddy said the compressed timeline makes it difficult for his organization
members to comment, as they are in recess until Sept. 8.

Collier County Commissioner Georgia Hiller on NewsMakers

“The meetings need to be held when the majority of affected voters are in
town,” Commissioner Georgia Hiller said. “For example, school district maps
should be presented after school is in session, not while families are on
vacation.”

While they haven’t come up with a formal statement, Gaddy said members of
the association are vehemently against map 2.

“Map #2 will split Golden Gate Estates into two districts and thereby dilute the
political influence of a cohesive community. This is inconsistent with the
direction given to you by the County Commission, which was to preserve
existing communities,” he wrote.

Those who commented had various reasons for picking certain maps and all of
the maps seemed to get some support from at least one community member or organization.

Some, like Naples Councilman Doug Finlay, support more than one. Finlay said he supports maps 1, 4 and
5.

“There are several reasons, but in this email I will only offer one — taxable values,” he wrote. “In approximate
numbers, the coastal areas of Naples, Marco Island, Pelican Bay and Vanderbilt Beach represent about 15
percent of the county’s population but 50 percent of the county’s total, taxable value. When considering
taxable value, maps 1, 4 or 5 divide coastal representation among the commissioners more equitably
(evenly) than map 3 or even map 2.”

Timothy Witherite, president of the Oakes Estates Advisory Board, wrote that his neighborhood would like to
remain part of District 3, which is represented by Commissioner Tom Henning. He asked that commissioners

http://www.naplesnews.com/news/2011/sep/05/collier-commission-school-board-redistrict-maps/
http://www.colliergov.net/Index.aspx?page=3214
http://www.naplesnews.com/news/topic/georgia-hiller/
http://www.naplesnews.com/photos/2011/mar/17/291493/
http://www.naplesnews.com/news/topic/doug-finlay/
http://www.naplesnews.com/news/topic/tom-henning/


not consider map 4, which would make the neighborhood part of Hiller’s district.

Peter Gaddy

“Map #2 will split Golden Gate Estates into two districts and thereby dilute the
political influence of a cohesive community. This is inconsistent with the
direction given to you by the County Commission, which was to preserve
existing communities,” Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association President
Peter Gaddy wrote.

“Our neighborhood has been part of District 3 for many years now and during
this time we have been honorably served by Commissioner Tom Henning,’’
Witherite wrote. “We feel we share much in common with many of the areas of
District 3 and Commissioner Henning has been a great advocate for our area
as he fully understands the issues that face our neighborhoods.”

One person wanted to know why voters cannot vote for all of the
commissioners, who are elected from within their specific district, and didn’t comment on the maps
themselves.

Susan Boland, president of the Pelican Bay Property Owners Association, wrote to say that the members
prefer map 1, as it “best reflects the approved redistricting criteria aligning the community with common
geographic boundaries while balancing the population of each of the other districts.”

It was Pelican Bay and, specifically map 2, that had the most tongues wagging. That proposed map would
take Pelican Bay from Commissioner Georgia Hiller’s district and give it to Commissioner Fred Coyle.

Of the five written comments submitted at the various public meetings (members of the public were told they
also could comment by email), four of the people asked commissioners not to consider map 2.

“Map 2 unfairly splits the community of Golden Gate Estates. This community has its own rural residential
concerns and its own Growth Management Master Plan with community character elements,” wrote Tim
Nance, a candidate for Commission District 5. “This is political gerrymandering. Map 2 splits the rural portion
of GG (Golden Gate) Estates that is outside the urban coastal zone. This proposal splits a community of
interest.”

Halas

“I believe that extending district 2 farther to the east also will help in making sure
that more residents are brought into the issues of what is happening in the
coastal areas and what requirements will be needed to address water quality,
boating access, and beach access, for all our citizens as this county continues
to have a population increase,” former county Commissioner Frank Halas wrote.

Carla Grieve said map 2 would move her out of her position on the Collier
County Library Advisory Board, while Naples resident Jacob Winge said Pelican
Bay needed to stay with North Naples and not be lumped in with the city of
Naples.

“I am against map number 2. It removes Pelican Bay from Commissioner Hiller’s
district and it divides the Golden Gate Estates in a manner not consistent with
the requirements of redistricting statutes,” Duane Billington wrote.

However, map 2 did have supporters.

John and Laura Barbaro said that supporting map 2 would give commissioners the “opportunity to rebalance
what is required to be done as well as providing different suggestions and viewpoints for the greater good of
the community and Collier County.”

Former county Commissioner Frank Halas also showed his support for map 2.

“I believe that extending district 2 farther to the east also will help in making sure that more residents are
brought into the issues of what is happening in the coastal areas and what requirements will be needed to
address water quality, boating access, and beach access, for all our citizens as this county continues to
have a population increase,” he wrote.
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Halas said his major concern for all citizens is adequate access to the beaches and waterways. He said he
believes that extending District 2 to the east would get more citizens to actively address issues pertaining to
access.

East Naples civic leader Bob Murray wrote that his preference is solely map 2.

“I see no real value in having District 4 be responsible for both of the cities and the greater area of the
county previously under Donna Fiala’s jurisdiction,” he wrote. “She is well-acquainted with the constituents of
Marco and they very much appreciate her.”

Murray also took a stab at Hiller, writing in his email that Coyle could better serve Pelican Bay than his fellow
commissioner.

Only one person submitting a comment has offered an alternative.

John Lundin’s email to county staff included a map he drew, which he contends is the only map that’s in
compliance with the Voting Rights Act.

“I am submitting to you a proposed district map with a 59.9 percent Hispanic population in District 5 that
complies with the Voting Rights Act and the Department of Justice concerning redistricting,” he wrote. “I
request that the map be made available to the public and included with the 5 proposed maps to the
(commission).”

County officials have said Lundin’s comment and map will be included in the packet of materials the
commissioners get before the meetings, but Lundin’s map will not be among the five the county staff is
presenting to commissioners.

David Weeks, project manager for the redistricting initiative, said the county will continue to accept
comments as late as 5 p.m. Sept. 12, although he added that any comments received after Sept. 2 about the
plan would be relayed verbally and in summary fashion as it would be too late to include them in advanced
packets for commissioners.

Members of the public also are welcomed to comment at the commissioners’ Sept. 13 meeting on the topic.

As to how she is looking at the comments, Hiller said public input to the extent that it is about the criteria that
can be used to draw the maps should be considered.

County officials hope commissioners approve a map on Sept. 13 so that the county can submit its choice to
the state and Justice Department — both have to approve the maps by Sept. 15.

County officials hope that, by submitting the county’s choice by Sept. 15, it will be able to notify voters of the
changes before a possible presidential preference primary, which could occur as early as Jan. 3. The Florida
Legislature, in its session this spring, set the presidential preference primary as early as Jan. 3 and as late
as March.

But Hiller said the process should be done right.

“My understanding is that the Supervisor of Elections didn’t want to deal with the precincts changing after the
presidential primary. I don’t think this reason justified the rush to push these maps through during the
summer vacations, blocking voter input as a result,” she wrote in an email.

“Ensuring fair redistricting trumps any rush to get precincts in place.”
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Central Florida fair districts: We must apply reason to Fair
Districts
By Darren Soto 12:00 a.m. EDT, August 29, 2011

I had the pleasure of reading a recent My Word from a fellow attorney, State Sen. David Simmons , on the
Fair District amendments. While I agree that we must apply a two-tier analysis, and that the districts don't
need to be compact, I disagree with his interpretation, which implies that the "equal opportunity" and
"diminish" factors are infinite.

Being of Puerto Rican descent and representing a majority Hispanic state House district, I wholeheartedly
support racial or language minorities having an equal opportunity to participate in the political process. But I
recognize that these amendments do not require us to have new minority-access districts crisscross the
entire state to do so.

The applicable section reads "districts shall not be drawn with the intent or result of denying or abridging the
equal opportunity of racial or language minorities to participate in the political process or to diminish their
ability to elect representatives." I believe the court will give a reasonable interpretation to the "equal
opportunity" and "diminish" factors and require this access to be equivalent rather than require these
opportunities to be nearly perfect as determined by the most advanced redistricting technology.

For example, District 3 was carved to maximize African-American participation as was technologically
possible by creating a district including Orlando with far-off Jacksonville. If this seat represents the equal-
opportunity standard, then Hispanics would be entitled to as many seats as are conceivable by combining
Hispanic-populous areas of South Orlando and Kissimmee with far-off Miami by linking them down over 200
miles of Interstate 95. Under this ultimate-district approach, the failure to draw these seats means my
community will be denied equal opportunity.

Applying instead a more reasonable interpretation of equal opportunity to a potential Hispanic seat, the
Legislature could draw a majority, plurality or substantial minority seat solely in Central Florida and pass
constitutional muster. The Legislature would not be required to assure that this seat was maximized to be as
Hispanic as technologically possible.

Applying this to District 3, the court would be justified in ruling that two separate seats in Orlando and
Jacksonville, where African-Americans are a majority, plurality or substantial minority, still pass the equal-
opportunity and diminish factors. This would still give African-Americans in Orlando and Jacksonville an
equal opportunity to influence their two congressional members due to large populations in both districts,
and it wouldn't diminish the vote.

This interpretation comports with the language and spirit of Fair Districts.

State Rep. Darren Soto is a Democrat from Orlando.
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Gaetz proposes moving redistricting process timeline
By BRANDON LARRABEE

THE NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

Posted: 4:45 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 30, 2011

LARGO — The Legislature could consider a constitutional amendment to change the timeline for redistricting
votes in an effort to address a barrage of criticism lawmakers have heard as they have traveled across
Florida, Senate Reapportionment Chairman Don Gaetz said Tuesday.

The idea floated by Gaetz, R-Niceville, marked the second time in as many days that the lawmakers
spearheading the once-a-decade redistricting process appeared to try to mollify increasingly vocal critics of
the current process.

Voter-rights groups and citizens who have showed up for the public hearings that began in Tallahassee in
June have roundly criticized the process for taking too long and for putting the public hearings ahead of the
maps being drawn.

Gaetz and House Redistricting Chairman Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, said after a Monday meeting
in Tampa that they would consider hosting videoconferences at different locations around the state to allow
virtual public hearings on the maps before lawmakers vote on the final plans.

Gaetz went farther on Tuesday.

"Maybe we need to move redistricting votes to an odd-numbered year so that the Legislature and the public
and the courts and the federal Justice Department all have more time," Gaetz told reporters after the Largo
meeting, where he announced he was considering sponsoring an amendment.

An amendment like the one Gaetz outlined would not affect the current round of redistricting. But it could
ensure future redistricting efforts don't run into the same resistance that this round of map-drawing has
encountered. Supervisors of elections have joined groups that supported the Fair Districts anti-
gerrymandering amendments in arguing that a delayed finish to redistricting could make it nearly impossible
for incumbents to be effectively challenged and could cause mass confusion at the polls.

The Florida Constitution currently requires the Legislature to vote on the maps in the even-numbered year
following the release of U.S. Census numbers. Lawmakers moved up the start of the session to January to
try to give enough time for lawmakers to pass a map that must then be reviewed by Attorney General Pam
Bondi, the Florida Supreme Court and the U.S. Department of Justice under the Voting Rights Act, because
of a history of racial or language discrimination, in parts of Florida, before it can take effect.

Critics have worried that if lawmakers wait until near the March end of the legislative session, the new lines
could go into effect just days before the end of candidate qualifying and complicate efforts to mail absentee
or overseas ballots for party primaries.

Those critics have frequently showed up to hammer lawmakers for not adopting a timeline recommended by
the League of Women Voters and other groups, who have suggested redistricting committees tee up plans
for a vote during the first week of session.

"We get sidetracked into discussions about what the constitution ought to include, or what it does include,
and maybe the best thing to do is consider an amendment to the constitution," Gaetz said.

Weatherford said Gaetz's announcement at the Largo hearing was the first he had heard of the idea. He
said the amendment was "an intriguing idea" that might help drive home lawmakers' argument in the current
round of redistricting that they have little control over the schedule.

"It's certainly worth looking at and debating, because clearly people are having a hard time understanding,"
Weatherford said.

Deirdre Macnab, president of the League of Women Voters of Florida, reacted cautiously to Gaetz's
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proposal. She said the league would have to hear more about the idea before taking a stance on it.

"This is a conversation that probably would better be had after the Legislature has completed its
constitutional duty, following the law and the will of the voters," Macnab said.

At Tuesday's meeting in Largo, several residents of the southern end of Pinellas County's peninsula also
chafed at being included in the 11th Congressional District, a Tampa-dominated seat that is connected only
by bodies of water in several places. It was drawn that way to connect pockets of African-American voters
and traditionally Democratic voters in southern Pinellas with Democratic and black voters in Hillsborough
County.

"I think Pinellas should be Pinellas," resident Peter Franco said.

Several Hillsborough County residents at a hearing Monday night defended the district, which also covers
part of Manatee County, because it is a minority access district; blacks and Latinos combined make up half
the voting-age population in the district.

But Maria Scruggs, who is black, lashed out Tuesday at similar reasoning when one white commenter said
downtown St. Petersburg had more in common with other parts of the district across the bay than other parts
of Pinellas.

"We do not necessarily have the same interests of African-American communities in Manatee for the sake of
our ethnicity," she said.
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Citizens Concerned New Political Districts Won't Reflect
Community
By Phil Ammann Email the authorAugust 31, 2011

Florida lawmakers are drawing lines in the sand, so to speak. 

Lawmakers are looking closely at Florida's population growth over the past 10 years. Based on population
data collected in the 2010 U.S. Census, the state is gaining two additional seats in the House of
Representatives.

On Tuesday, about 400 citizens met with representatives from the Democratic and Republican parties to
discuss redistricting plans at St. Petersburg College's EpiCenter in Largo. For most, the main concern is
that the new districts will not reflect areas of common interest.

When former commissioner and vice mayor of Safety Harbor Matt McLachlanlooks at the current district
maps, he doesn’t see communities.

He sees boundaries set up by cities, and that is exactly what he wants lawmakers to avoid this time around.

"Palm Harbor is not a city. Feather Sound is not a city. Pinellas County should be one group. … Let Tampa
and Hillsborough counties stay over there," McLachlan said.

Indian Rocks Beach Mayor RB Johnson was one of the first to speak. He called for unity among the barrier
islands of Pinellas County. 

“After redistricting, we would like to see the beach communities to remain essentially as a distinct entity,”
Johnson said. “We would like it to have the same geographic boundaries."

Johnson said the character of Pinellas County’s beach community is distinct and should remain separate
from the rest of the county.

The state’s Redistricting Committee has visited more than 20 cities to hear the public’s opinion, part of a
statewide tour that will end Thursday in Clewiston.

Committee chairman Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, and Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, hope to
reassure the public that redistricting will be achieved fairly. 

The Florida Legislature requires redistricting based on population increases or decreases.

Because of this, "Many Senate and House districts will change. In fact, it is my guess that all Senate and
House districts will change," Gaetz said.

Redistricting Is No Easy Task

The challenge for lawmakers is to be fair within constitutionally required guidelines. The twist is in Florida
Propositions 5 and 6, approved by voters in 2010. Known as the "fair district" amendments, they ban
gerrymandering and require redistricting without favoring any one political party.

After each U.S. Census, states must recalculate congressional districts based on the population. Florida
experienced substantial increases overall, but not everywhere. Pinellas County lost several thousand citizens
between 2000 and 2010.

According to 2010 Census figures, current Florida House districts in Pinellas County are now
underpopulated by as much as 20 percent. Those districts will have to be substantially redrawn to meet the
standards for representation.

Under the standards, each district must be equal in population, with approximately 700,000 people in a U.S.
congressional district. Each of the 40 state Senate seats will correspond to approximately 470,000 people,
and Florida state House seats must represent about 157,000.
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Populations for new districts must reach certain levels, which may be difficult geographically. Right now,
State Sen. Arthenia Joyner's District 18 covers three counties —Pinellas, Hillsborough and Manatee.
Rouson's District 55 covers four.

Tuesday’s meeting lasted for more than three hours, with almost 70 speakers. The atmosphere was at times
contentious. On several occasions, citizens shouted at Weatherford for trying to keep each speaker to less
than three minutes.

Aides had to escort Independent Party member Ernie Bach away after he refused to leave when his time
was up.

Many citizens commented on how difficult it is to feel represented when their lawmaker has to cross the
Sunshine Skyway or Howard Frankland Bridge for community visits.

On top of everything else, lawmakers are under the gun to have the new districts ready by the 2012
elections.

"Our biggest concern is time," said Rep. Larry Ahern, R-Seminole. "With a 50,000 lost population,
everyone's district will change."

Have Your Voice Heard

To date, citizens have submitted 48 proposed district maps through the Florida House's online
application My District Builder and more than 100 written proposals.

If you missed the two Tampa Bay redistricting meetings, you may still participate in the process. Lawmakers
will continue to accept comments through their websites, Facebook and Twitter.

The House Redistricting Committee will begin reviewing public input this October. Voting on the new districts
will occur during the 2012 legislative session, which begins Jan. 12.

http://www.floridaredistricting.org/
http://www.floridaredistricyting.org/
http://www.facebook.com/MyDistrictBuilder
http://www.twitter.com/FLRedistricting
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5 Things You Need to Know Today: Aug. 29
By William Mansell Email the authorAugust 29, 2011

Every day Sarasota Patch will give you a brief rundown of need-to-know information and events for the day.

0 Comments

5. On Tuesday New College of Florida will be hosting a hearing discussing Florida's redistricting maps. Major
redrawing is ahead for Congress, the Senate and the Florida House in the region, to reflect population shifts
identified by the 2010 census. The meeting begins at 6 p.m. at the campus' Sudakoff Center.

Great, we'll send you an email as soon as a follow-up is published!
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Pinellas County residents criticize legislative redistricting
process

By David DeCamp, Times staff writer 
Posted: Aug 30, 2011 01:41 PM

LARGO — Critics of Florida lawmakers' approach to redistricting seats lambasted them at a testy hearing
Tuesday in Pinellas County.

About 150 people attended the meeting, letting loose boos and catcalls during one of a series of hearings
on new district lines for Florida.

Lawmakers aren't showing any maps beyond informal public submissions, prompting critics to call the
meetings worthless. Lawmakers also continue to challenge new constitutional amendments approved by
voters in 2010 to reduce political favoritism in drawing district lines.

Democrats and members of progressive groups continued to pillory the work of the panel in unusually harsh
tones, even compared to past meetings, critics and lawmakers said.

"There's absolutely no reason why you should sue your constituents. What's wrong with you?" scolded Mary
Lou Ambrose, a Democrat from Belleair Bluffs.

Several times, House Speaker-designee Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, cut off speakers after saying
they went over their three-minute limit or were straying off topic, such as speaking about equal rights for
women.

Ernest Bach, chairman of the Independent Party of Florida, had a minor standoff when he refused to step
away from the microphone after he was cut off. Three security guards prodded him to leave the microphone.
Muttering, he walked away after the sound was cut off.

"There you go. Have a good day," Weatherford said.

As critics lashed out at Weatherford and future Senate President Don Gaetz for opposing the 2010
amendments, Sen. Jack Latvala interrupted to object to the jabs in his own district.

"This was borderline rude, I'm sorry," Latvala, R-Clearwater, said afterward.

The three-hour hearing wasn't all tension-filled.

Nigel Watson of the American Civil Liberties Union took the microphone to support the amendments,
supported by the Fair Districts group.

"I'm for foreplay — fair play," Watson said to laughter.

Lawmakers found support among Republicans and tea party activists.

"I appreciate you taking the time to do it, and not sending it off to the courts," said Pete Franco of South
Pasadena.

Weatherford and Gaetz defended the hearing process, saying it was transparent and off to an earlier start
than past years. By law, legislators can't vote on new districts until 2012. The lawmakers will soon finish 26
hearings held across the state.

But critics warn the expected legal challenge will stall new lines if they wait until next year, scaring
challengers — to the benefit of incumbents.

"Dragging this process well into 2012 is discouraging candidates," said Rich Piper, a Democrat from near
Largo who is a retired professor of government with the University of Tampa.
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David DeCamp can be reached at ddecamp@sptimes.com or (727) 893-8779. Follow him on Twitter at
twitter.com/DeCampTim

[Last modified: Sep 02, 2011 12:18 PM]

Click here for reuse options! 
Copyright 2011 St. Petersburg Times

http://www.tampabay.com/news/politics/elections/pinellas-county-residents-criticize-legislative-redistricting-process/1188780#
http://license.icopyright.net/3.8618?icx_id=1188780


thebradentontimes.com
http://www.thebradentontimes.com/news/2011/08/30/state_government/redistricting_public_hearing_tonight/

Redistricting Public Hearing Tonight - The Bradenton Times
Change Text Size: Larger  Smaller 

Published Tuesday, August 30, 2011 9:00 am

BRADENTON – After every census, the Florida State Legislature must redraw the districts from which public
officials are elected to ensure they remain properly apportioned. In the wake of the referendum passage of
Amendments 5 & 6, known as the Fair Districts Amendments, there is much debate as to how that should
best be done to reflect the will of the people.

The legislature is therefore conducting a series of meetings to collect citizen input on the matter. A public
hearing for the citizens of the Manatee/Sarasota area will take place tonight at the Sudakoff Center on the
campus of New College of Florida. Citizens are invited to attend and participate in the discussion.

What: Florida Legislative Redistricting Hearing
When: Tuesday, August 30, 2011
Time: 6 - 9 PM
Where: Harry Sudakoff Conference Center
Location: New College - 5845 General Dougher Place, Sarasota, FL
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Florida Legislators Hearing List of Redistricting Complaints
The goal of the final six public hearings, from Tampa to Naples and Clewiston, is to listen to the public, said
Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, and Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel.

But it's all one big gamble. Two constitutional amendments approved by voters in 2010 force lawmakers to
do something that was anathema to them during most of Florida's political history — redraw legislative and
congressional districts without favoring any incumbent or party.

If their maps leave the appearance of self-protection, they will draw lawsuits and, potentially, a court-ordered
plan. If the legal process drags on for weeks, or months, it could affect the candidate filing deadline in June,
complicate primary elections and confuse voters.

Republican legislators are counting on the public hearings to provide them the legal ground they need to
draw maps that can avoid a court plan. Lawsuits, they conclude, are unavoidable.

"The process does set the Legislature and the courts up because we're not going to make everybody
happy," Gaetz said.

Instead, Gaetz and Weatherford say they hope to use the wide-ranging testimony from the public hearings to
provide the road map for how they draw their maps.

"I have received no legal counsel telling me what needs to be in the hearings," Gaetz said. The Senate has
hired Mike Carvin, a partner with the Washington law firm of Jones Day, who had advised them to "do the
hearings and make sure the broadest range of opinion is represented."

But Democrats counter that the hearings are a waste of time intended to delay the process in order to
protect incumbent legislators and members of Congress, the majority of whom are Republicans.

"I'm not sure they're trying to make a record as much as they're trying to stall," said Dan Gelber, lawyer for
Fair Districts Now, the Democrat-backed group that pushed to pass Amendments 5 and 6 in 2010. Gelber is
a former state senator.

Florida's Constitution requires that legislators wait until at least January 2012 to vote on redistricting.
Legislators have used that as a reason to accelerate the regular session schedule from March to January
and have agreed to start drawing maps this fall when committees begin meeting in mid September.

In 2002, the first committee hearings weren't conducted until October and maps weren't debated until
January. That year, however, lawmakers barely beat the deadline for candidate filing — which was in July.

Gelber said legislative leaders know that the new constitutional language could cause a lengthy court review
and probable lawsuits, which would likely delay final districts even longer this time. Any delay, he said, will
make it difficult for challengers to get into a race, helping incumbents who are likely to be better known.

"It's a huge advantage for incumbents and a huge disadvantage for voters — who will have an election that
is just going to be chaotic," he said.

At nearly every one of the 20 hearings so far, legislators have heard a steady drumbeat of scolds from
distrustful voters. Constituents have complained that lawmakers are conducting hearings before drawing
maps, adhering to an antiquated redistricting schedule and wasting taxpayer money by fighting voters in
court.

"The Legislature's timetable to get final districts is just days before candidates are required to file for their
seats," said Burnadette Norris-Weeks, a lawyer for the Broward County Supervisors of Elections at a public
hearing in Davie this month.

She warned that the late schedule will lead to candidate confusion and embarrassment." If you create
districts where there is again major problems, we'll be the laughingstock of the country."

Gaetz and Weatherford vigorously defend the time line, saying they have accelerated the legislative session
two months to vote out a plan.

http://www.theledger.com/article/20110829/NEWS/110829323?Title=Florida-Legislators-Hearing-List-of-Redistricting-Complaints-&tc=ar


"If everyone in the process takes all the time they could take, we could be in a crunch," Gaetz acknowledged.
"My objective is that we not take all the time that we legally can."

The Republican leaders say their job is made easier when the public offers up suggestions. "There needs to
be a rationale for why new districts are drawn," Gaetz said. He notes that 21 maps have already been
proposed and that any legislators may propose a map at any time.

Meanwhile, the cost of redistricting continues to mount — even before the first official map is drawn.

The House and Senate have spent $3 million so far with most of it, $2.5 million, paying lawyers to attempt to
defeat the game-changing constitutional amendments approved by voters last year, according to records
obtained by the Times/Herald.

The invoices don't detail the reasons for the expense, but the House is paying the law firm of former state
Rep. Miguel DeGrandy and the former law firm of House Speaker Dean Cannon to represent them in a case
challenging the constitutionality of Amendment 6, which sets standards for congressional redistricting.

The House has spent $1.7 million for that case and for a failed attempt to get an alternative amendment on
the ballot in 2010. The Senate has spent $650,000, most of it last year, to defend the Legislature's attempt
to weaken Amendments 5 and 6. The Senate has not joined with the House in the legal challenge.

The hearings have cost the House $48,025 through July, according to the invoices. The Senate has spent
$10,090 for the same time period.

Costs include staff travel, including $80 in per diem expenses, legal advertising, court reporters and
interpreters.

Those expenses often don't go over well with the public.

"Why are we doing this?" asked Elizabeth Pines of the League of Women Voters of Miami-Dade County,
whose group has been one of the most vocal critics at the hearings. "It's time to get to work."

Legislators listen, and bite their tongues. They have been counseled by leadership to say nothing or it may
be interpreted as incumbency protection.

At the end of each public hearing, Gaetz makes a statement and responds politely to the stream of criticism.
His speech is getting longer each time.

He notes that other states that have completed their redistricting maps abide by different rules. Louisiana,
for example, finished its redistricting this year because its elections are this year. Illinois also completed the
job, he said, but only after the Legislature offered up a "take it or leave it proposition."

"We will move the process as quickly as we can," he told the crowd at the Davie hearing," given the fact we
have 160 opinions in the House and the Senate."
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Fla. legislators give redistricing, ‘Fair Districts’ hearing in
Sarasota
Hundreds of Sarasota and Manatee county residents turned out Tuesday evening for one of the state
Legislature’s final public redistricting hearings. Many of the attendees criticized the Florida House for
intervening in a lawsuit to stop one of the “Fair Districts” amendments and urged the 34 lawmakers
assembled to present map proposals this fall so that the process doesn’t drag on into next summer. #

State Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Destin, managed the majority of the meeting, recognizing the 109 attendees who
signed up to speak. Representatives from the League of Women Voters, Planned Parenthood of Southwest
and Central Florida and Unidos Now all addressed the panel. #

Sarasota County Supervisor of Elections Kathy Dent was the first to speak, asking the Legislature to work
swiftly so that supervisors of election around the state have time to prepare for the 2012 elections. “We will
be more likely to make a mistake” if wrangling over the redistricting maps stretches into next summer, Dent
said. #

“I think what’s concerning about tonight … is the perception here that the game is fixed,” said former
Sarasota Mayor Kelly Kirschner, speaking on behalf of Unidos Now. He described a “sense of mistrust with
government in our hometown and home state.” #

Kirschner then called for the Legislature to end the practice of gerrymandering. “When you have
competition, I think it breeds honesty in the process,” he said, instructing the panel to “create a competitive
marketplace where ideas matter and gerrymandering doesn’t.” #

There was also direct criticism of state House District 55, a largely African-American district that stretches
from downtown Sarasota through Manatee County and across the Sunshine Skyway to St. Petersburg, and
congressional District 16, which passes all the way from Port Charlotte on the Gulf Coast to Jupiter on the
East Coast. ”Why do we need to separate us by all these different demographics?” one man asked. “We are
supposed to be one nation. We are supposed to be a melting pot.” #

But four residents of Newtown, a mostly African-American North Sarasota neighborhood, asked that the
redistricting committee continue to include the community in the St. Pete-based House District 55, an
arrangement they said gives them a voice. State Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, said the
difference of opinion over 55 illustrates the challenges the redistricting committee faces. #

Several participants called on the Florida House to quit the lawsuit challenging Amendment 6, one of the
“Fair Districts” amendments intended to end gerrymandering. Both “Fair Districts” measures were approved
by 66 percent of Sarasota County voters last fall. ”Drop the lawsuit,” one man said. “Stop fighting the will of
the people.” #

The three-hour event was held at New College of Florida, situated in an area of Sarasota represented by
state Sen. Nancy Detert, R-Venice, who addressed the audience near the end of the meeting. ”Frankly, I’m
very disappointed in our community,” the senator said, criticizing the at-times antagonistic hometown
audience for what she called its “lack of civility.” She said that “paranoia” about the redistricting process was
rampant. #

No comments yet.
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Public Redistricting Meetings Held in Bay Area
By Alex Cook

TAMPA (2011-8-29) -

The Florida House and Senate redistricting committees are holding a public meeting in Tampa tonight, as
part of a statewide tour to gather public opinion on how best to redraw district lines.

At these hearings, the public will be able to speak directly to Florida legislators with their concerns and ideas.

State representative Will Weatherford said legislators will consider the input from the public meetings when
they sit down to redistrict the state.

"You know the hope is to start taking the information we received and start looking at different parts of the
state," said Weatherford. "We'll start looking at different options as to how we can draw the maps both legally
and making sure that we’re protecting minority communities and giving them the ability to vote for candidates
of their choice and at the same time reflecting what the citizens who show up at these hearings want."

The state's redistricting plans have come under scrutiny from the League of Women Voters, who argue that
potential redistricting maps should be revealed to the public during these meetings instead of decided by
legislators in private.

Tampa's public redistricting meeting is tonight, from 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm at Jefferson High School in
downtown Tampa. More public meetings will be held in the Bay area tomorrow. Largo residents can meet with
the redistricting committees tomorrow morning from 8:00 am to 11:00 am, and Sarasota's meeting will be
from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm tomorrow night.

©2011 WUSF. All rights reserved.
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Lawmakers get an earful in Tampa on redrawing districts
By LAURA KINSLER | The Tampa Tribune 
Published: August 29, 2011 
Updated: August 30, 2011 - 8:49 AM

TAMPA --

Legislators charged with redrawing Florida's political districts got an earful Monday from the Tampa Bay area
as dozens of voters chided them for waiting too late to start the actual mapping process.

The committee brought its road show to Tampa's Jefferson High School in what will be the last week of public
hearings.

But legislators chose not to prepare any district maps before the public hearings.

Close to 200 people attended the public hearing at Jefferson High School – 93 spoke during the four-hour
hearing. As the hours wore on, the speakers grew more testy and state Sen. Don Gaetz grew less patient.
By the end of the hearing, State Rep. Will Weatherford said he felt like a piñata.

There were a few sympathetic voices. "No matter what you do, it's like you can't win," Robin Langford said.

But the majority criticized legislators, accusing them of spending millions of taxpayer dollars to challenge the
Fair District Amendments – passed by voters in November to require lawmakers to put aside political
interests that have resulted in meandering district boundaries and instead draw districts that are compact
and reasonable.

Sun City Center resident Vera Chapman was one of dozens who reminded them that voters approved
Amendments 5 and 6 with 63 percent of the vote.

"Stop wasting our time and our money in these sham hearings and trying to overturn (Amendments) 5 and
6," she told legislators. "I'm old enough to be your mother -- if you were my children, you'd be taken behind
the woodshed, and I can assure you it would be a sharp switch I'd take to your hineys."

The committee website has a mapping program that's so easy even a 13-year-old can do it. One 13-year-old
did present a map he had compiled with his mom and his little sister – earning him a standing ovation from
the panel and the audience.

Prior to Monday's hearing, three from Hillsborough County had submitted maps, including22-year-old David
Kulcsar, political science major at the University of South Florida, said the state's current maps make him
angry and disgusted. "I'm trying to keep the counties from being split up too much," he said.

But at Monday's hearing, Patricia Hall, a member of Hillsborough's League of Women Voters, expressed
skepticism about such efforts and told legislators to "get real."

"The maps submitted by the public will not be voted on," she said. "These hearings are a charade intended
to make the public believe they have input. The real mapping will be done behind closed doors."

The League's president, Mickey Castor, complained about the timeline, saying it doesn't allow enough time
for legal challenges that will surely be filed, and it will create chaos for the 2012 elections.

Committee members themselves won't begin to draw maps until they meet again in Tallahassee in
September. The Legislature will convene two months earlier than usual– in January – to vote on the new
maps.

Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, said legislators will get out final maps in time for candidates to qualify to run.

Gaetz, R-Niceville, said he would call on the Senate Democrats to present their map at the first committee
meeting. He said he wants to "cut the rat tails off these districts" but acknowledged it won't be easy to draw
compact districts that protect minority voting interests.

http://www2.tbo.com/news/politics/2011/aug/29/7/voters-give-lawmakers-an-earful-on-redrawing-distr-ar-253912/


Weatherford, who chairs House Redistricting committee, said he intends to call for a vote on the maps well
before the session ends in March, and he pledged that the committee would uphold Amendments 5 and 6.
"We are going to honor it – no matter what the litigation is going on," he promised.

Weatherford said he also took to heart comments from speakers about their own districts. Several
complained about the current configuration of the majority-Democrat 11th Congressional District, which hugs
the coastlines of Manatee, Hillsborough and Pinellas counties.

"Congressional districts may cross bodies of water," former county commissioner Chris Hart said. "But I can
tell you that doesn't sit well with people in Hillsborough county."

Hillsborough County Commissioner Mark Sharpe, a Republican, has already announced plans to challenge
incumbent Kathy Castor in 2012.

Michael E. Pheneger, president of the ACLU of Florida, told legislators "if you all produce a set of districts
where each of you is not absolutely assured of being reelected, than maybe you have done the job."

A few speakers addressed their specific district issues. Tampa resident Wanda Rachel pleaded with the
committee to protect minority districts, while a contingent of speakers from east Hillsborough wanted to be in
a district that recognizes the impact of the agricultural industry.

Plant City resident Jack Wolff suggested using Interstate 75 as a dividing line between two Hillsborough
County congressional districts, creating a more urbanized western district and a rural eastern district.

The listening tour continues a 8 a.m. today at the EpiCenter at St. Pete College in Largo.
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Redistricting panel can't win | TBO.com
The Republicans in charge of drawing new legislative and congressional boundaries in Florida thought they
had come up with ways to include voters in the process. The leaders of the redistricting committees – Rep.
Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel and Sen. Dan Gaetz, R- Niceville – promised public meetings across the
state specifically to hear from the people.

They further opened up the process by using the Internet and social media, giving Floridians the chance to
draw proposed maps by going online and using the same tools and data state staffers and lawmakers will
depend on when they draw the boundaries.

But what was trumpeted as something of a goodwill tour this summer to offer people a say in the process has
instead turned ugly. People showing up to meetings are in no mood to be respectful. They are accusatory
and angry, as apt to lecture the representatives as to absorb information. They get testy when they don't like
what they hear, and they're unwilling to cut the lawmakers any slack. Weatherford told the Tribune's Laura
Kinsler after a meeting Monday night that he felt like a pinata.

Unfortunately, when the committees rolled out plans for the tour they gave some the impression they wanted
to hold off drawing districts for as long as possible, and critics have accused them of taking too much time.
These critics say keeping the maps under wraps will make it harder for anyone hoping to challenge an
incumbent to develop a campaign strategy or build an effective elections organization

Over time these same critics have moved from insisting that the maps be shaped by public comments to
demanding to see proposed boundaries to effectuate a significant discussion.

In truth, the critics don't think it matters what the committee hears or what maps citizens offer. They believe
the maps will be drawn behind closed doors under a timeframe designed to stymie any legal challenges sure
to follow.

The lesson in all of this is that try as they might, the Legislature, charged by the Constitution with drawing a
map every 10 years, can't take the politics out of redistricting.

It's interesting that those who generally hail transparency and public participation in the political process –
the League of Women Voters, the American Civil Liberties Union and mostly other left-leaning organizations
– decry it here as a sham.

That's not to say the people showing up to meetings fed up with their representatives have nothing to
complain about. The Republicans have insisted on spending millions to challenge the Fair District
Amendments. Voters overwhelmingly approved those amendments last November and sent a message that
boundaries must be drawn in a nonpartisan way. Rather than crazy districts that extend hundreds of miles or
jump a street from house to house, the amendments require maps be drawn with contiguous and compact
districts that make sense.

The legal challenge to the amendments is a waste of money. But that's not to say redistricting is a simple
task, or even that politics can be removed. It is complicated by population changes – each legislative and
congressional district must have the same respective population – and racial makeup.

Another truth: Even if Republicans weren't in charge and Democrats held power, another group of people
would turn up at meetings to heckle and accuse the puppet masters of stalling and other dirty tricks. People
on both sides talk a lot about "fair districts" – and most people would like to see maps drawn that make
sense – but what "fair" really means when it comes to redistricting is retaining and not ceding power.

It's easy to imagine a district drawn without politics, but it's nearly impossible to find one.
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Citizens slam redistricting committee | TBO.com
TAMPA --

Legislators charged with redrawing Florida's political districts got an earful Monday from the Tampa Bay area
as dozens of voters chided them for waiting too long to start the mapping process.

The committee brought its road show to Tampa's Jefferson High School in what will be the last week of public
hearings.

But legislators chose not to prepare any district maps before the public hearings.

Nearly 200 people attended the public hearing at Jefferson High. Ninety-three spoke during the four-hour
hearing. As the hours wore on, the speakers grew testier and state Sen. Don Gaetz grew less patient. By the
end of the hearing, state Rep. Will Weatherford said he felt like a piñata.

There were a few sympathetic voices. "No matter what you do, it's like you can't win," Robin Langford said.

The majority criticized legislators, accusing them of spending millions of taxpayer dollars to challenge the
Fair District Amendments, passed by voters in November, that require lawmakers to put aside political
interests that have resulted in meandering district boundaries and instead draw districts that are compact
and reasonable.

Sun City Center resident Vera Chapman was one of dozens who reminded them that voters approved
Amendments 5 and 6 with 63 percent of the vote.

"Stop wasting our time and our money in these sham hearings and trying to overturn 5 and 6," she told
legislators. "I'm old enough to be your mother. If you were my children, you'd be taken behind the woodshed,
and I can assure you it would be a sharp switch I'd take to your hineys."

* * * * *
The committee  website has a mapping program that's so easy even a 13-year-old can do it. One 13-year-
old did present a map he had compiled with his mom and little sister, earning him a standing ovation from the
panel and the audience.

Before Monday's hearing, only one person from Hillsborough County, a 22-year-old college student, had
submitted a map. David Kulcsar, political science major at the University of South Florida, said the state's
current maps make him angry and disgusted. "I'm trying to keep the counties from being split up too much,"
he said.

At Monday's hearing, Patricia Hall, a member of Hillsborough's League of Women Voters, expressed
skepticism about such efforts.

"The maps submitted by the public will not be voted on," she said. "These hearings are a charade intended
to make the public believe they have input. The real mapping will be done behind closed doors."

The league's president, Mickey Castor, complained about the timeline, saying it doesn't allow enough time
for legal challenges that surely will be filed, and it will create chaos for the 2012 elections.

Committee members won't begin to draw maps until they meet again in Tallahassee, in September. The
Legislature will convene two months earlier than usual, in January, to vote on the new maps.

Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, said legislators will get out final maps in time for candidates to qualify to run.

Gaetz, R-Niceville, said he would call on the Senate Democrats to present their map at the first committee
meeting. He said he wants to "cut the rat tails off these districts" but acknowledged it won't be easy to draw
compact districts that protect minority voting interests.

* * * * *
Weatherford, who runs the House redistricting committee, said he intends to call for a vote on the maps well
before the session ends in March, and he pledged that the committee will uphold Amendments 5 and 6. "We

http://www2.tbo.com/news/politics/2011/aug/30/menewso1-citizens-slam-redistricting-committee-ar-253962/


are going to honor it — no matter what the litigation is going on," he promised.

Weatherford said he took to heart comments from speakers about their districts. Several complained about
the configuration of the majority-Democrat 11th Congressional District, which hugs the coasts of Manatee,
Hillsborough and Pinellas counties.

"Congressional districts may cross bodies of water," former Hillsborough County Commissioner Chris Hart
said. "But I can tell you that doesn't sit well with people in Hillsborough County."

Hillsborough County Commissioner Mark Sharpe, a Republican, has announced plans to challenge the
incumbent Democrat, U.S. Rep. Kathy Castor, in 2012.

Michael E. Pheneger, president of the ACLU of Florida, told legislators, "If you all produce a set of districts
where each of you is not absolutely assured of being re-elected, then maybe you have done the job."

Some speakers addressed their districts' issues. Wanda Rachel of Tampa pleaded with the committee to
protect minority districts, and a contingent of speakers from east Hillsborough wanted to be in a district that
recognizes the impact of the agricultural industry.

Plant City resident Jack Wolff suggested using Interstate 75 as a dividing line between two Hillsborough
County congressional districts, creating a more urbanized western district and a rural eastern district.

The listening tour continues a 8 a.m. today at the EpiCenter at St. Petersburg College in Largo.
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Federal judge upholds Florida redistricting amendment

By Jay Weaver, Miami Herald 
Posted: Sep 09, 2011 12:27 PM

MIAMI — Two members of Congress from Florida vowed Friday to take their redistricting case to the U.S.
Supreme Court after a Miami judge squashed their challenge to a state constitutional amendment limiting
how districts are drawn for congressional elections.

Federal Judge Ursula Ungaro, following a short hearing in Miami federal court, ruled that the amendment
passed by a majority of Florida voters last November did not violate the U.S. Constitution, as minority House
members Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Miami, and Corrine Brown, D-Jacksonville, argued in their lawsuit.

Amendment 6 forbids the state Legislature from drawing congressional boundaries that favor a political party
or incumbent — so-called gerrymandering.

Lawmakers are set to begin the once-in-a-decade process of redistricting in January.

After their legal defeat, Diaz-Balart and Brown, continued to make their case outside the courthouse, arguing
that only the Florida Legislature — not voters through a referendum — can control how congressional
districts are designed under the federal Constitution.

The veteran lawmakers said their aim was not to preserve their political bases, but to ensure that Hispanic
and African-American voters can elect minorities to Congress in a state that had none not so long ago.

"I am disappointed in the judge's ruling," said Brown, a 20-year House member who was among the first
black candidates elected from Florida to Congress in 1992. "But this is step one. We're going all the way to
the U.S. Supreme Court."

"We have been working hard to make sure minorities have the right to elect candidates of their choice," said
Diaz-Balart, a 10-year House veteran whose district includes parts of Miami-Dade and Broward counties.

"It doesn't affect the seat I represent one iota," he said.

Lawyers for Diaz-Balart and Brown contend that Amendment 6 — passed by 63 percent of Florida voters —
was a violation of the U.S. Constitution's Elections Clause because it was not approved by state legislators.

"The people of Florida never had the power to do anything with respect to congressional redistricting,"
argued attorney George Meros Jr., representing the state House, which intervened in the congressional
members' lawsuit.

Attorney Stephen Cody, representing those members, said "that power must be exercised by the
Legislature."

Lawyers for the other side pointed out that the Legislature itself approved the voter initiative and referendum
process in 1968. The revisions to the Florida Constitution did not restrict what subjects voters could put on
the ballot.

"The Legislature created the process by which the initiative passed, and the Legislature will have the last
word," said Jon Mills, a former Florida House speaker representing five minority Democratic lawmakers.

Ungaro, persuaded by that argument, sided with the Florida Secretary of State's office, the NAACP, the
American Civil Liberties Union and the five individual Democratic state lawmakers. They contended voters
had every right to initiate and approve the amendment regulating the boundaries of congressional districts.

After Friday's one-hour hearing, Ungaro ruled in a prepared 22-page opinion that the state amendment is a
"valid regulation of the legislative process'' under the U.S. Constitution.

Howard Simon, executive director of the Florida ACLU, said he was surprised by how quickly the judge ruled,
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but not by her decision.

"This was a stark attack by the Legislature on the powers of the people," Simon said

Dan Gelber, a former Democratic state senator from Miami Beach, agreed.

"It's really unfortunate that the citizens have to protect themselves from their own elected officials," said
Gelber, general counsel for a coalition, Fair Districts, that successfully pushed the ballot amendment last
year.

At Friday's hearing, Harry Thomas, attorney for the Florida Secretary of State, argued that state lawmakers
are still allowed to finalize the congressional districts — despite the amendment's limitations.

"The Legislature still has the authority to draw the district lines," Thomas said. "The amendment only
requires that they consider certain criteria in doing so."

Among other things, Amendment 6 requires that boundaries not be drawn to favor a political party or
incumbent; that the districts should be compact rather than sprawling; and that districts cannot be designed
to shut racial or language minorities out of the political process.

The intended purpose: to end the gerrymandering of districts, in which lawmakers design boundaries
favorable to their own election prospects or political party.

In 1992, for example, districts were created that led to the election of Brown and two other African-Americans
to Congress from Florida for the first time since the Civil War, but made neighboring districts more solidly
Republican — a pattern known as "bleaching."

That year, the GOP aligned with minorities to carve out those districts, which ultimately led to Republican
dominance of Florida's congressional delegation.
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Inside The Lines powered by Three Bridges Advisors
Brandon Larrabee of the News Service of Florida reports: The House
committee charged with redrawing the state’s political boundaries revealed a little
more of its timeline Monday, but it already appeared to fall short of the
concessions critics want in calling for the Legislature to move quickly, writes
Brandon Larrabee of the Ne.

Redistricting Chairman Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, told lawmakers at his
committee’s initial meeting Monday that citizens wanting to submit proposals for
redistricting should do so no later than Nov. 1. He said lawmakers, who might
consider the citizen proposals in drawing their own maps, would face a Nov. 14
deadline.

But Weatherford didn’t specify when subcommittees or committees might begin casting votes on the plans,
which can’t be considered until after the session begins in January.

“Once we have all the maps in, you want to give people enough time to make a decision, make an informed
decision on what they’re voting on,” he said.

Voting-rights groups have called on the Legislature to speed up the process, saying that not finishing the
maps well before the March conclusion of the session could cause widespread confusion as potential
candidates wait on the Florida Supreme Court and the U.S. Department of Justice to approve the boundaries
before they can be used.

“The ultimate impact is that’s a benefit to the incumbents, basically,” said Ben Wilcox with the League of
Women Voters. “ … For challengers, not to know what the district looks like and whether they even live in the
district, that’s very concerning.”

Weatherford would only commit to doing the once-a-decade process “as quickly, but as thoroughly, as we
possibly can.”

He also revealed a new wrinkle in the process. Subcommittees charged with redrawing the boundaries for
House, Senate and Congressional districts will be asked to provide at least three options to the full
committee — though Weatherford said they could present more if they chose to do so. He said that would
encourage subcommittees to vet the proposals but also to give members options instead of producing a
single map.

And Weatherford swatted aside the notion that the statewide tour by his committee and its Senate
counterpart had been little more than a dog-and-pony show because it didn’t include potential maps for
voters to review. He pointed out that districts drawn by members of the public were displayed at most of the
hearings.

“In fact, we have 64 maps on the table so far,” Weatherford said. “They just weren’t drawn by legislators,
they were drawn by everyday citizens.”

Members of the three redistricting subcommittees spent most of the day hearing staff presentations on the
public comments gathered during the summer tour, and what those comments might mean for redistricting
maps in practice.

Weatherford was also noncommittal about whether the House would press ahead with a lawsuit challenging
one of the Fair Districts amendments passed by the voters last year. The suit, filed by U.S. Reps. Mario Diaz-
Balart, a Republican from Miami, and Corrine Brown, a Democrat from the Jacksonville area, claims that the
amendment interferes in the Legislature’s right under the U.S. Constitution to draw Congressional lines as it
sees fit. The House has joined as an intervenor.

Ultimately, Weatherford said, House Speaker Dean Cannon, R-Winter Park, would make the decision on
whether to go ahead with the House’s support of the challenge through likely appeals.

“I don’t think any decision has been made as to what the future of the lawsuit will be,” he told committee
members.
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Inside The Lines powered by Three Bridges Advisors
Ten years ago, the Florida Legislature received 4 public submissions of
redistricting maps.  Back then, the Florida Legislature offered the public access
redistricting software via the FREDS 2000 software, a CD-based application.

Ten years later public participation has increased dramatically with access to
redistricting software via the Internet, including the Florida
House’sMyDistrictBuilder application.  Today, the Legislature added the 63rd
public submission of a partial or complete map to the web.

The 63 public submissions of redistricting maps can be viewed by visiting the
“Public Submissions” button at here, or directly at here.

Below are some interesting statistics about the 63 redistricting maps received thus far:

1,345 – Districts submitted

35 – Different individuals or groups have submitted redistricting maps

21 – Redistricting maps have been submitted by residents of 21 counties

20 – At the Summer 2011 statewide public input meetings, 20 redistricting maps were presented in-
person

13 – Age of youngest redistricting plan author (HPUBH0047 and HPUBH0048)

9 – Lake County leads the way with 9 maps submitted by Lake County residents

8 – At least 8 students have submitted redistricting maps

Application Used to Create the 63 Submitted Redistricting Maps:

Type of Redistricting Maps Submitted:

19 – Complete Congressional

14 – Partial Congressional

14 – Partial State House

5 – Complete State Senate

5 – Partial State Senate

4 – Complete State House

Month Redistricting Maps were Submitted:

12 – September, 2011

33 – August, 2011

16 – July, 2011

0 – June, 2011

2 – May, 2011
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Federal judge upholds Florida redistricting amendment »
Naples Daily News
MIAMI (AP) — A federal judge on Friday upheld a Florida constitutional amendment imposing new rules
restricting how congressional districts are drawn, rejecting a lawsuit by two members of Congress and the
state House of Representatives claiming it violates the U.S. Constitution.

Republican Mario Diaz-Balart and Democrat Corrine Brown, the two U.S. House members, argued that under
the U.S. Constitution only the Florida Legislature — not voters through a referendum — can control how
congressional districts are designed. State committees are currently meeting to begin that once-in-a-decade
process, which will come together in a January legislative session.

But U.S. District Judge Ursula Ungaro sided with the Florida Secretary of State's office, the NAACP, the
American Civil Liberties Union and five individual Democratic state lawmakers who contended voters had
every right last November to initiate and overwhelmingly approve Amendment 6 that enacted the new rules.

Harry Thomas, attorney for the Florida Secretary of State, noted at a hearing Friday that state lawmakers
still must finalize the congressional districts even with the new amendment in place.

"The Legislature still has the authority to draw the district lines," Thomas said. "The amendment only
requires that they consider certain criteria in doing so."

Among other things, Amendment 6 requires that boundaries not be drawn to favor a political party or
incumbent; that the districts should be compact rather than sprawling; and that districts cannot be designed
to shut racial or language minorities out of the political process. It passed with more than 60 percent of the
vote last year.

The aim is to curb so-called gerrymandering of districts, in which lawmakers design boundaries favorable to
their own election prospects or contort them into unusual geographic shapes for the advantage of one
political party or the other.

In 1992, for example, districts were created that led to the election of Brown and two other African-Americans
to Congress from Florida for the first time since the Civil War — but made neighboring districts much more
solidly Republican. That year, the GOP aligned with minorities to carve out those districts, which ultimately
led to Republican dominance of Florida's congressional delegation.

Voters last year approved an identical amendment governing state legislative districts, but it was not
challenged by the lawsuit.

After the ruling, Diaz-Balart and Brown said they intended to appeal, even to the U.S. Supreme Court if
necessary.

"I am disappointed," Brown said. "When you are disappointed, what do you do? You go on to take the next
step, and that's what we're going to do."

Their challenge centered on the U.S. Constitution's Elections Clause, which states that the "times, places
and manner of holding elections for senators and representatives shall be prescribed in each state by the
Legislature thereof." Amendment 6 violates that clause, they contend, because it was not approved by state
lawmakers but by voters acting independently.

"The people of Florida never had the power to do anything with respect to congressional redistricting," said
George Meros Jr., representing the state House. "This is about performing the duties required by the federal
Constitution."

But lawyers for the other side noted that the Legislature itself approved the voter initiative and referendum
process in 1968 revisions to the Florida Constitution and did not restrict what subjects voters could put on
the ballot.

"The Legislature created the process by which the initiative passed, and the Legislature will have the last
word," said Jon Mills, a former Florida House speaker representing the five minority lawmakers.
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Howard Simon, executive director of the ACLU of Florida, praised Ungaro for her ruling.

"The decision today upholds the clear will of the people — the fair districting process can now proceed," he
said.
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The Confessions of a Gerrymanderer – Orlando Opinionators
– Orlando Sentinel
One matter that commands increasing attention is the give-and-take regarding redrawing district lines for the
Florida Legislature as well as Congress. Every 10 years, legislators’ high-stakes script includes drawing
maps. The outcome can determine which political party controls the majority of seats in the Legislature as
well as the makeup of Florida’s delegation to the U.S. House of Representatives. The main mapmakers are
members of the Legislature’s Joint Committee on Redistricting, particularly its co-chairs.

So far, no maps have been provided by the committee.

The League of Women Voters calls for an accelerated time frame for the public to see the maps, believing
that “maps now” would jump-start a public dialogue about legislative and congressional redistricting. The
committee’s “inaction” on maps makes the League skeptical, rightly so. Producing the maps now might mean
a final product without charges of unfairness, railroading, partisanship and abuses of the law, which are as
regular as clockwork, every decade that redistricting occurs. Public input now – if mapmakers heeded the
public – might end the typical result of redistricting. That is to say, the political party in power draws the maps
for legislative and congressional districts to ensure that those legislators in power will remain in power and
their party’s control will continue.

I was an alternate member of the Redistricting Committee in 1982. I confess that I worked with my committee
colleagues, trying my darndest to influence the drawing of a congressional district in which I would be a
candidate that November. I had to debate with fellow Democrats to see if they would be willing to “give up
some territory.” Likewise, Republicans were willing to essentially “pack” primarily African-American voters
together to create a Democratic-leaning district, with remaining districts primarily white and Republican.
That’s the way it was then, and had been for several years. Even though I had been out of the Legislature
for several years, as a further confession, in 1992 I worked with the redistricting committee to change the
western boundary of a proposed Senate seat to barely include my residence in case I wanted to run for the
Florida Senate.

Today, as in 1982, of the 160 members of the Florida House and Senate, I cannot be convinced that those
who run for re-election or those who want to run for higher office do not already have maps in their hip
pockets that they will produce at the appropriate time.

Last November, Florida voters overwhelming approved Amendments 5 and 6 to the state Constitution, which
place strict limits on how legislative and congressional district boundaries can be drawn. Fortunately, the
federal court in Miami has upheld the voters’ Amendment 6. The latitude and type of gerrymandering (horse-
trading) I have alluded to will be restricted, although not altogether prohibited. Amendments 5 and 6,
however, will make the process more fair and open.

Maps, perhaps already drawn, will eventually be viewed in public. Obviously, legislative strategy is to defer
the “maps” until the last minute. The Legislature prepares to spend as much as $30 million (in taxpayer
money) in legal fees in attempts to try to overturn Amendments 5 and 6. The clock ticks. To defer any
proposed maps drawn by the Legislature – to run down the clock on a legal challenge to the amendments –
would be a gross miscarriage of justice after voters amended their constitution to instruct their elected
officials how legislative and congressional districts should be drawn.

Florida voters should be offended by this effort to marginalize their public ownership (not the legislators’) of
the redistricting process. The public’s free government exercise should be protected. The Legislature’s
expensive taxpayer-funded legal challenge should halt – with the people being “the natural, lawful and
complete judges of this matter.”

“If any ask me what a free government is, I answer, that, for any practical purpose, it is what the
people think so, — and that they, and not I, are the natural, lawful, and competent judges of this
matter.” – Edmund Burke, British statesman and philosopher
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Path not taken for redistricting suits, voting rights
By Brandon Larrabee, The News Service of Florida: TALLAHASSEE - In their
year-long crusade against the Fair Districts amendments approved by voters last
November, one of the central planks in the argument raised by U.S. Reps. Corrine
Brown, D-Fla., and Mario Diaz Balart, R-Fla., has been that the standards could cut back on minority
representation. In fact, the idea that the new standards' focus on compactness could undermine the basis for
districts like Brown's 3rd Congressional District -- which scoops up black communities from Jacksonville to
Orlando as it winds across Northeast Florida -- was central to the first complaint filed hours after voters
approved the amendments to the Florida Constitution in November.

But by late January, the voting rights argument was largely gone. 

Instead, the focus of the lawsuit shifted to highlighting the U.S. Constitution's designation of the Legislature
as the part of state government with responsibility for drawing the lines. With few exceptions, the plaintiffs
argued, lawmakers were relatively free to draw the lines however they saw fit.

In the meantime, the U.S. Justice Department did give its Voting Rights Act blessings to the plan. But
Christian Herren, chief of the voting section of the department’s Civil Rights Division, also pointed out an
important caveat.

"However, we note that Section 5 expressly provides that the failure of the Attorney General to object does
not bar subsequent litigation to enjoin the enforcement of the changes,” Herren said in the letter.

But for whatever reason, the Voting Rights Act argument never came up in Friday's oral arguments. Even
some of those involved in the lawsuit against the standards were perplexed.

"I was wondering why it did not come up," Brown told reporters after the ruling by U.S. District Judge Ursula
Ungaro.

Brown conceded that her own attorneys had not brought up the issue. But she also said she believed it was
important enough that Ungaro could have raised it while questioning attorneys during the court hearing,
even if it wasn't brought up.

Stephen Cody, who represented Brown and Diaz-Balart during the lawsuit, said afterward that the legal team
challenging the amendments simply thought the stronger legal argument was based on the Legislature's
right to draw the lines -- not the minority representation issue.

Diaz-Balart said the two issues are related but separate. He said the concerns about the effects of the law on
minorities are one of the main reasons why he and Brown pursued the lawsuit -- but aren't necessarily the
basis for the action.

"The legal, constitutional issue here is, we believe it is in violation of the U.S. Constitution," he said.

Advocates for minority voting rights do not necessarily agree with Brown and Diaz-Balart on the fallout from
the Fair Districts standards. The NAACP, for example, has also backed the amendments strongly -- though
Brown and Diaz-Balart contend the group was willing to accept a map with less minority representation during
the battles of the early 1990s.

Adora Obi Nweze, president of the Florida NAACP, praised Ungaro's ruling in a statement issued Friday.

“We are truly gratified that the court ruled as it did and that the ruling came so expeditiously," Nweze said.
"The NAACP is pleased that redistricting will now proceed according to the new mandates in our Florida
Constitution.”
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No Time to Waste – Orlando Opinionators – Orlando
Sentinel
I never like the smell of fire…but I especially don’t when it smells like the odor of our taxpayer money burning
or legislators wasting valuable time in Tallahassee. Let’s call it the Legislature’s redistricting shenanigans…
but it’s costing us money that our state can’t spare, and most importantly time we can’t afford if we want
competitive and fair elections in 2012.

Just this Friday morning in Miami, Judge Ursula Ungaro quickly and decisively threw out the legal challenge
to Amendment 6 brought by U.S. Reps. Corrine Brown and Mario Diaz-Balart and joined by the Florida
House of Representatives. Ungaro rejected the arguments of the politicians and ruled from the bench that
Amendment 6, as passed by Florida voters, is constitutional and enforceable.

This decision marks the seventh time that Florida politicians have tried to defeat the people’s amendments in
court — and seven times the people of Florida have prevailed. Now more than one million dollars of our
money has been spent already, with 63% of voters having put those amendments in our Constitution.

Now we are seeing Legislative leaders waste more time, going on the attack, calling out the volunteer
organizations in newspapers in Orlando and now Palm Beach to draw maps, a job the Legislature is
constitutionally mandated and paid to do, and even resorting to mudslinging as they waste valuable time that
could be spent moving the process forward.

Florida may well be looking at a train wreck in election year 2012 because of this footdragging and
diversionary mudslinging. As our Supervisors of Elections across the state have said repeatedly (and the
Legislature’s own attorney) the Legislature should move the process up to avoid chaos and confusion in the
2012 election.

Can you imagine an election year where challengers only learn what districts they will run in, after the filing
deadline is past? Florida is now on track likely to be the last state in the nation to finalize its district maps.

With this most recent judicial decision, let’s hope Legislative Leaders feel the heat to get going on their
constitutional obligation: for them to draw the maps, and follow the standards that are contained in the
Florida Constitution. We have no more time to waste.
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Congress, Obama, Marco Rubio, 9/11, redistricting and
closed primaries are among the topics in Tuesday's letters
Districts panel does well

Regarding the Sept. 7 letter "Sideshow with Detert":

On Aug. 30, I also attended the redistricting forum in Sarasota, and have concluded that different people can
see the same event very differently.

The committee chair, Sen. Don Gaetz, was "cordial and friendly"; however, my take on the proceedings was
that many speakers, by innuendo, accused the committee of ignoring Amendments 5 and 6, and of stashing
aside funds (in tough economic times) to fight a lawsuit challenging these amendments. Further, the
committee was chastised for not producing maps before these public meetings and the innuendo was again
that "backroom" politics would prevail. Of course, there were other comments from 70-plus speakers, (and
one woman who was outright rude and hostile), but the main theme seemed to be "anti-committee."

Sen. Nancy Detert's comments at the end about the civility of the audience resonated in that I certainly
agreed. After conducting these meetings all over the state, this was the final meeting and was in Detert's
home district. I applaud all committee members for sitting silently and patiently for three hours while being
continuously upbraided by the audience.

Rarely have I noted a more open and transparent debate on the question of mandated redistricting than in
Florida this year. All committee members, including Detert, deserve thanks for their service.

Carrol Townsend, Sarasota
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Inside The Lines powered by Three Bridges Advisors
With the Summer 2011 public input meetings done, the Florida
House’s Redistricting Committee and its three subcommittees will begin meeting
this month.  Meetings will begin with a focus on public input – input from the 26
meetings throughout Florida, written input, and citizen proposed maps.

Today, the following committee meetings were noticed for Monday, September 19
in Tallahassee:

The complete current noticed calendar for the Florida House of Representatives’
September 19-23 Interim Committee Week can be found by clicking here.
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Tea Partiers Hail Judge's 'Fair Districts' Ruling, Agree With
ACLU
|

Judge Ursula Ungaro, Henry Kelley and LWVF President
Deirdre MacnabHide

Denting the stereotype of tea parties as a wholly owned
subsidiary of the Republican Party, tea activists around
Florida are applauding a federal judge's decision upholding
the Fair Districts amendments.

"The voters of Florida spoke loudly and clearly. They want
more compact districts and no gerrymandering," said Henry Kelley, head of the Fort Walton Beach Tea
Party.

Ruling in Miami last week, U.S. District Court Judge Ursula Ungaro upheld Amendment 6 and threw out a
challenge by U.S. Reps. Corrine Brown, D-Jacksonville, and Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Miami.

The two members of Congress argued, among other things, that Fair Districts could curtail minority
representation and, thus, run afoul of federal guidelines.

Additionally, Republican state lawmakers have argued that Amendments 5 (legislative) and 6 (congressional)
impinged on their authority to draw district boundaries. GOP lawmakers' attempt to place alternative
amendments on the 2010 ballot was blocked in state court.

John Long, spokesman for the Florida TEA (Taxed Enough Already) Party, said his group "is always pleased
when the will of the people is recognized and in a well-reasoned ruling, Judge Ungaro sided with the 63
percent of voters who pulled the lever for this amendment.

"The judge's ruling puts to rest a thinly veiled attempt to protect the practice of gerrymandering," Long said. 

Republicans, who drew the state's current congressional boundaries in 2002, produced several
geographically contorted districts, including Brown's which winds from the Georgia state line to Osceola
County in Central Florida. Likewise, Democratic Rep. Alcee Hastings' district extends in snakelike fashion
from Miami to Fort Pierce. 

In both cases, the objective was to concentrate minority votes while creating more GOP-friendly seats. Brown
and Hastings, both African-Americans, have been in Congress since 1993 -- both beneficiaries of lines
drawn by the then-recently elected Republican majority at the Florida Legislature.

"Every Floridian should have an equal opportunity to win, but gerrymandering has made some candidates
more equal than the rest," Long said. "We believe Judge Ungaro has affirmed the rights of all to expect
representation for all, and not a favored few."

Noting that gerrymandering is standard operating procedure for whichever party controls state legislatures,
Long said Fair Districts has the potential to level the playing field for third parties in Florida. TEA, the only
registered political tea party in the state, fielded more than 30 candidates last year.

"Growing a third, or alternative, party is a challenging task. When districts are carefully constructed to benefit
an incumbent, change is even tougher to achieve," Long observed.

Maureen Siebold, executive vice president of the Lakeland Tea Party and 9/12 Project, agrees.

"Gerrymandering is the reason the same people keep getting back into office," she said.

Siebold, who recently switched her voter registration from Democrat to Republican, predicted, "If we have
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Fair Districts, Democrats come out better than Republicans."

Using online software on the state's redistricting website, Kelley has drawn congressional maps that appear
to bear out Siebold's scenario.

By adhering to Fair Districts' guidelines for contiguous and compact boundaries that respect established
political jurisdictions (notably counties), Kelley said four congressional districts would be "solid" Democrat
compared with just two "solid" Republican districts. The rest would be tossups.

Three of the safe Democratic seats he outlined would be in the Miami-Dade area. The fourth would be the
North Florida district that encompasses Tallahassee and Leon County.

Currently held by freshman Republican Rep. Steve Southerland, that 2nd Congressional District would turn
bluer with boundaries that include all of Leon County, which is heavily Democratic.

Republicans hold a 19-6 advantage in Florida's congressional delegation. Due to population growth in the
past 10 years, the state will gain two House seats in 2012 -- and that's fueled the political battle over Fair
Districts as parties joust for advantage.

In 2002, the Florida League of Women Voters submitted proposed maps for new congressional alignments.
"They received about 10 seconds of attention [from legislators]," recalled Deirde Macnab, president of the
Florida league.

Instead of drawing maps this time, the league threw its support behind getting Fair Districts passed. Now
Macnab & Co. are challenging lawmakers to live up to the spirit and letter of the law.

"We're hopeful that with such clear standards, the Legislature will simply follow the rules," she said.

Joining the League of Women Voters and the American Civil Liberties Union in applauding Judge Ungaro's
ruling, tea partier Kelley said the court heard Florida voters' voice loud and clear.

"For once, I agree with the ACLU," Kelley said. "We're sick of gerrymandered districts. Let's have districts
where the best ideas win."

Reach Kenric Ward at kward@sunshinestatenews.com or at (772) 559-4719.
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Congressional Hispanic Caucus Focuses On Nationwide
Redistricting
The Congressional Hispanic Caucus is hosting its annual conference week, and a major focus is ensuring
the growth in Latino population across the country is reflected in its elected representatives.
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The Congressional Hispanic Caucus is hosting its annual conference week, and a major focus is ensuring
the growth in Latino population across the country is reflected in its elected representatives. NY1's
Washington reporter Erin Billups filed the following report.

According to the 2010 U.S. Census, Latinos are the largest minority in the United States, but many argue
that is not so obvious when one looks at Congress and local elected officials.

"We worked across the country," said National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials
Executive Director Arturo Vargas. "Now we have some good data and now it's time to turn that data into
political clout."

It was a topic of discussion at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus' annual convention on Wednesday and
members said the fight for fair representation in Hispanic areas is just warming up.

"People always oppose change, especially if they believe that it's going to be some sort of power or authority
that is diminished," said Congressman Charles Gonzales, the chairman of the Congressional Hispanic
Caucus.

As district lines are redrawn across the country in time for the 2012 elections, accusations of gerrymandering
and Voting Act violations are prevalent, especially in states like Texas, Florida, North Carolina and even in
New York, where there is a push underway to carve out a new Hispanic congressional district in a heavily
dominican area of northern Manhattan.

"I suspect that there will be a period of time when you folks will not be reporting on the drawing of districts but
on the court challenges to the districts throughout the country," said Congressman Jose Serrano, who
represents the Bronx.
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The Texas map is already tied up in a legal battle, but Republican leaders insist they have played by the
rules, hoping themselves to attract Latinos to represent their Republican districts.

"Politics always plays a role, to be frank, in any redistricting and the courts have ruled is that's actually
permissible," said Texas GOP Chair Steve Munisteri. "The question is does the map comply with the Voting
Rights Act and the other laws, and it absolutely does."

Vargas insists the issue is less a partisan one and more a simple fight over power. He said what it comes
down to is a mobilizing the community to ensure it get its fair representation.

"We need to make sure that our community participates, that our community testifies in public hearings,
holds accountable whoever is drawing the lines, whether it's a commission, like it is in the City of New York,
or whether it's the state Legislature," said the NALEO executive director.
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Power to the people, and not the politicians - Our Take
In the high-stakes court battle pitting Florida’s voters against the state’s politicians, a federal judge rejected
a challenge to the new constitutional amendment that places restrictions on how the boundaries for
congressional districts are drawn. The people prevail again.

Now, hopefully, Republican legislators will abandon their taxpayer-funded bid to overturn what 62 percent of
voters approved last November.

The two Florida members of Congress who initially sued over Amendment 6 vow to press on to the U.S.
Supreme Court. Florida House Speaker Dean Cannon joined that lawsuit, wasting tax money in this attempt
to invalidate the will of the people. He should now beat a hasty retreat.

Voters also overwhelmingly passed Amendment 5, which mandates fair districts be drawn for all legislative
seats. Both amendments require that state legislators create districts as compact and contiguous as
possible, following existing geographic and political boundaries. Both also prohibit gerrymandering, the
redistricting process that favors a particular political party or candidate.

In his decision last week, U.S. District Judge Ursula Ungaro ruled Amendment 6 does not violate the U.S.
Constitution as argued by Reps. Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Miami, and Corrine Brown, D-Jacksonville.

In their arguments, both House members contended only the Florida Legislature can control the design of
congressional districts under the U.S. Constitution and Amendment 6 violates the Elections Clause because
state legislators did not approve it.

Ungaro sided with the NAACP, American Civil Liberties Union and others in concluding that Florida’s
Constitution “authorizes the people to participate in the lawmaking process.” The Legislature approved the
voter initiative and referendum system more than four decades ago. “Once the people of Florida act to limit
the Legislature’s options through a constitutional amendment, the new constitutional provision binds the
Legislature,” the judge opined.

Power to the people indeed.

Next Thursday, the Senate reapportionment committee will meet to discuss the public hearings and
submitted plans as well as other topics. The process can move forward now, out of the court’s shadow now
that a ruling is in.

The Republican-controlled Legislature attempted to subvert both amendments long before November’s vote
by placing a competing amendment on the ballot that would have voided the citizen referendums.

The state Supreme Court squelched that effort in August 2010, ruling Amendment 7 was misleading because
it failed to “clearly and unambiguously” state in the ballot language that the measure would nullify the fair
district proposals.

Back then, a contingent of angry Republican legislators trotted out the standard rebuke after losing a court
case -- deriding “activist judges” for “legislating from the bench.”

In what can only be seen as retaliation, earlier this year the Legislature placed an amendment on the
November 2012 ballot in order to gain power over the judicial branch.

State Supreme County justices and appellate judges appointed by the governor would be subject to Senate
confirmation and judicial nominating commissions would disappear, if voters approve this power grab.

Passage would politicize the process with appointees’ past rulings coming under scrutiny for fealty to the
party in power at that time -- a terribly partisan approach to a legal system meant to answer only to the law,
not politics.

Only the most arrogant politicians would believe they are above the law -- and the people. There can be little
doubt the current crop of leading GOP lawmakers would like to strike the citizen initiative process out of the
constitution so pesky voters cannot meddle in what they consider their affairs -- and certainly not the
people’s business.

http://www.bradenton.com/2011/09/16/3498898/power-to-the-people-and-not-the.html


The battle between the people and the politicians is far from over, if that’s ever possible. But at least for now,
last week’s ruling on fair districts gives voters the upper hand. Thank goodness for the judicial branch and
our system of checks and balances.
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Bonita Springs, area lawmakers call for end to districts that
split the city » Naples Daily News
Trudi Williams

“You can be sure we’re not going to see the bi-coastal districts,'' said Rep.
Trudi Williams, R-Fort Myers. "I don’t think bi-coastal districts work for anyone.”

BONITA SPRINGS — Bonita Springs has long been chopped up into an
infamous state Senate voting district, one that stretches from south Lee County
to the south shore of Lake Okeechobee and further east to Palm Beach
County.

That won’t be the case next year, according to Rep. Trudi Williams, R-Fort
Myers, a member of the Florida Redistricting House Subcommittee.

“I believe Southwest Florida deserves its own district,” Williams said on her cell
phone while driving to Tallahassee. “You can be sure we’re not going to see the
bi-coastal districts. I don’t think bi-coastal districts work for anyone.”

Williams now represents Florida House District 75, which includes all of Bonita Springs, North Naples and the
south end of Lee County, north to the Sanibel Causeway.

Redistricting is required after each census. With 2010 figures now available, the state has been taking public
comment about how to redraw lines to meet population requirements for the 2012 election. The Florida
House of Representatives and state Senate will convene starting in January, with one of the chief tasks the
adoption of new district lines. The boundaries must be approved by summer 2012 to give candidates time to
register to run for the fall elections.

Prior to approval, the Florida Redistricting Subcommittee, the Redistricting Committee itself and both
legislative chambers must vote on the new boundaries. If the bills pass those hurdles, they then must go to
Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi. From there the bills go to the Florida Supreme Court and then the
Department of Justice.

Bonita Springs City Manager Carl Schwing submitted two proposals to the state, one for the House and
another for the Senate. He said the city plans to do the same later this year for U.S. Congressional districts,
which also will be changed in 2012.

“The districts need to be more compact and contiguous in this area,” Schwing said. “We don’t want to be tied
to other areas that may not have the same common interests.”

Schwing said Bonita Springs leaders want the districts to be within Lee County borders, and that the city
wants to be grouped with Fort Myers Beach and Estero regardless of the final boundary lines.

The current Senate district boundaries split Bonita Springs between Districts 27 and 37.

Lizbeth Benacquisto represents Senate District 27, which includes the downtown area of Bonita Springs,
eastern Lee County and parts of Glades, Hendry and even Palm Beach counties.

Garrett Richter represents Senate District 37, which starts in Chokoloskee, includes Naples and then runs
north along the coast to Sanibel and into Cape Coral.

Both of those boundaries should change drastically because Florida voters in 2010 approved Amendments
5 and 6, which say the new district lines must be more compact.

Rep. Matt Hudson, R-Naples, likely will see changes to his district, House 101, as well. District 101 stretches
from the Golden Gate area to Immokalee and then across the state to Broward County.

“We thought this process was much better for home rule,” Hudson said of the public input process related to
redistricting.
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As for his ideas on district lines themselves, Hudson said he’s comfortable letting the public guide the
process.

“The numbers are what the numbers are, and we’re on a mission that we have to complete,” he said.

Traditionally, Republican candidates have favored the current districts while Democrats have supported
changing boundary lines.

Williams said she hasn’t seen those types of partisan lines drawn in the current process.

“I really haven’t seen any of that in the meetings we’ve had,” Williams said. “We really want this to be an
open, transparent process.”

It may be transparent, but redistricting likely will be a slow process that could drag out for another 10 months.

“It’s going to go to the courts,” Williams said. “Someone’s not going to like a map and they’re going to file a
suit. We just have to have the lines down this summer so people can register for primaries.”
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We want redistricting options by November – Central Florida
Political Pulse – Orlando Sentinel
TALLAHASSEE — House Redistricting Chairman Will Weatherford said Monday he wanted his members to
present at least three options for new congressional and legislative maps required to be adopted next year.

Weatherford, a Wesley Chapel Republican slated to be House speaker after the 2012 elections, said he
wanted lawmaker-sponsored maps to be filed by Nov. 14 and publicly submitted maps to be delivered by
Nov. 1.

Both the House and Senate redistricting committees will be free to consider other, committee-drafted maps,
too. But Weatherford said he wanted his subcommittees drafting congressional, state House and Senate
maps to present at least three options for the new lines, and preferably, “four, five or six.”

In a later redistricting subcommittee meeting, chairman Chris Dorworth, R-Lake Mary, cautioned members
to be careful when filing maps drawn by others (interest groups or political parties), and “be prepared to
defend your map, district by district.”

The House and Senate redistricting panels spent the summer taking public testimony at 26 hearings around
the state, which were attended by 5,000 people. Some 2,000 of them submitted suggestions, and the
Legislature received 64 partial or complete map submissions, Weatherford said.

“That is historic,” he said, compared to the handful of maps publicly submitted during the last round of
redistricting in 2001-2.

Critics of the summer-long road show have said Republican legislative leadership was taking public
testimony just to appear transparent. While the Legislature can’t vote on new maps for itself until 2012,
nothing is preventing them from releasing proposed maps for the public to consider now, groups such as the
League of Women Voters have contended throughout the summer.

“Republican leadership has maps that they have already drawn and are comfortable with, and they will pop
out when it is strategic or appropriate,” said former Democratic legislator Dan Gelber, general counsel for
Fair Districts Now, the group that won passage of new redistricting standards last fall intended to curb
gerrymandering.

The Legislature’s redistricting summer tour was “a dog and pony show where they were trying to appear
transparent,” Gelber said.

Last week, Senate Redistricting Chairman Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, said legislative leadership had no pre-
cooked maps prepared.

“That’s just not true, and if I thought it was true I would resign as chairman of this committee,” Gaetz said.

Weatherford also said he would “respect the will of the court” in a federal lawsuit challenging Amendment 6,
and House Speaker Dean Cannon would ultimately decide whether to appeal the ruling. Cannon’s office
has said he is still reviewing the ruling by a federal judge a couple weeks ago.

“I’m going to talk to him about it,” Weatherford said.

The House has taken heat for spending taxpayer money on the lawsuit originally filed by U.S. Reps. Corrine
Brown, D-Jacksonville, and Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Miami. The lawsuit challenged the Fair Districts amendment
dealing with drawing congressional maps, but a federal judge this month slapped it down as baseless.
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Will Weatherford Sets Deadlines to Redraw District Lines
State Rep. Will Weatherford, the chairman of the House Redistricting Committee, set a Nov. 14 deadline –
which happens to be the chair’s birthday – for each subcommittee to submit three proposals to remap the
state’s House, Senate and congressional districts.

“My suggestion would be to consider four, five, six or even more complete maps and make it a combination
of those,” Weatherford said. He said the public should get their redistricting proposals in by Nov. 1.

Weatherford also noted that so far the public has submitted 64 partial or complete maps to redistrict Florida
based upon the 2010 U.S. Census numbers. 

There have also been more than 200 “unique” suggestions from social media, email, faxes and letters.

During the summer, the committee held 26 hearings in 25 counties, with more than 2,000 people speaking.

A decade ago, the state received four public proposals.
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Associated Press - Daytona Beach News-Journal
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) -- Private citizens have until Nov. 1 to submit proposed redistricting maps to the
Florida House.

House Redistricting Committee Chairman Will Weatherford set that deadline Monday as his panel began
reviewing public testimony and proposals.

Weatherford, a Wesley Chapel Republican, gave lawmakers a bit longer to turn in their proposed maps.
They will have until Nov. 14 - Weatherford's birthday.

The public already has submitted 64 partial or whole redistricting proposals.

The panel is divided into three subcommittees, one each for House, Senate and congressional redistricting.

Weatherford wants each subcommittee to submit at least three proposed maps to the full panel.

The Senate's redistricting committee meets Thursday.

The Legislature will not take final votes on the maps until after it convenes in regular session in January.
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Inside The Lines powered by Three Bridges Advisors
House Redistricting Chairman Will Weatherford said Monday he wanted his
members to present at least three options for new congressional and legislative
maps required to be adopted next year.

Weatherford, a Wesley Chapel Republican slated to be House speaker after the
2012 elections, said he wanted lawmaker-sponsored maps to be filed by Nov. 14
and publicly submitted maps to be delivered by Nov. 1.

Both the House and Senate redistricting committees will be free to consider other,
committee-drafted maps, too. But Weatherford said he wanted his subcommittees
drafting congressional, state House and Senate maps to present at least three
options for the new lines, and preferably, “four, five or six.”

The House and Senate redistricting panels spent the summer taking public testimony at 26 hearings around
the state, which were attended by 5,000 people. Some 2,000 of them submitted suggestions, and the
Legislature received 64 partial or complete map submissions, Weatherford said.

“That is historic,” he said, compared to the handful of maps publicly submitted during the last round of
redistricting in 2001-2.

Critics of the summer-long road show have said Republican legislative leadership was taking public
testimony just to appear transparent. While the Legislature can’t vote on new maps for itself until 2012,
nothing is preventing them from releasing proposed maps for the public to consider now, groups such as the
League of Women Voters have contended throughout the summer.

Continue reading here.
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Justice Department Expresses Concern Over Texas
Redistricting Plan : The Two-Way : NPR
by Carrie Johnson

The United States Justice Department expressed concern Monday about whether new Texas redistricting
plans for four U.S. House seats comply with the 1965 Voting Rights Act, which protects the interests of
minority voters.

In a filing with a special three-judge court panel in Washington D.C., civil rights lawyers at Justice wrote that
they doubted new boundaries for the House seats "maintain or increase the ability of minority voters to elect
their candidate of choice."

Latino groups are also fighting the Texas plan, because they want greater choices and opportunities given
that the new House seats are largely a result of the soaring Hispanic population in the state.

Gerry Hebert, a Democratic lawyer who handles election cases, says he believes the Justice Department has
concluded the Texas plan, which creates 10 majority-minority districts out of 36 total districts, has a
"retrogressive effect" under the landmark civil rights law.

Also, by way of comparison, the current U.S. House maps allow for 10 majority minority districts out of 32
total, which means that even though there are four more districts overall, now, the number of minority
districts remains the same.

More information about the Justice Department concerns could emerge at a court hearing Wednesday.

The issues have been closely watched because this is the first time in 40 years that Democrats have
controlled the White House and the Justice Department during a period of redistricting.

GOP-led Texas and Alabama, which are covered under the Voting Rights Act because of a history of
discrimination, decided to submit their plans for approval to a federal court rather than the Obama
Department of Justice.
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Redistricting: Redistricting chief: Get your maps in
By Aaron Deslatte, Tallahassee Bureau Chief 5:04 p.m. EDT, September 19, 2011

TALLAHASSEE -- Republican legislators tasked with redrawing the state's political lines are taking pains to
note their efforts at public outreach. But critics are calling it a "publicity stunt" to obscure that redistricting
maps will continue to be drawn up in back rooms with little public oversight.

That didn't stop House Redistricting Chairman Will Weatherford on Monday from setting deadlines of Nov. 1
for maps submitted by the public and Nov. 14 for lawmaker-sponsored maps. He also called on his members
to present at least three options for new congressional and legislative maps required to be adopted next
year, and preferably "four, five or six" – though he didn't say when they'd be voted on.

Weatherford, a Wesley Chapel Republican slated to be House speaker after the 2012 elections, said both
the House and Senate redistricting committees also will be free to consider other, committee-drafted maps.
Lawmakers must approve new lines for 120 House, 40 Senate and 27 congressional districts, up two from
Florida's current total.

At a later meeting of a subcommittee drawing new House districts, chairman Rep. Chris Dorworth, R-Lake
Mary, cautioned members to be careful when filing maps drawn by others – such as interest groups or
political parties -- and "be prepared to defend your map, district by district."

The House and Senate redistricting panels spent the summer taking public testimony at 26 hearings around
the state, which were attended by 5,000 people. Some 2,000 of them submitted suggestions, including 64
partial or complete map submissions, Weatherford said.

Video: PETA protests outside SeaWorld hearing

"That is historic," he said, compared to the handful of public maps submitted during the last round of
redistricting in 2001-2.

But critics have said the GOP leadership was taking public testimony just to appear transparent. Groups
such as the League of Women Voters have contended that, while the Legislature can't vote on new maps for
itself until 2012, nothing is preventing the release of proposed maps for the public to consider now.

"Republican leadership has maps that they have already drawn and are comfortable with, and they will pop
out when it is strategic or appropriate," said former Democratic state Sen. Dan Gelber, general counsel for
Fair Districts Now, which won passage last fall of the anti-gerrymandering Amendments 5 and 6.

The Legislature's summer tour was "a dog and pony show where they were trying to appear transparent,"
Gelber said.

Last week, Senate Redistricting Chairman Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, said legislative leadership had no pre-
cooked maps prepared. "That's just not true, and if I thought it was true I would resign as chairman of this
committee," he said.

Weatherford also said Monday he would "respect the will of the court" dismissing a federal lawsuit
challenging Amendment 6, adding that House Speaker Dean Cannon, R-Winter Park, would ultimately
decide whether to appeal. Cannon's office has said he is still reviewing the recent ruling.

"I'm going to talk to him about it," Weatherford said.

The House has taken heat for spending taxpayer money on the suit -- originally filed by U.S. Reps. Corrine
Brown, D-Jacksonville, and Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Miami -- challenging the amendment dealing with drawing
congressional maps. A federal judge this month slapped it down as baseless.

adeslatte@tribune.com or 850-222-5564. Follow him on Twitter @adeslatte.
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Palm Beach County cities want to be kept whole during
redistricting
By John Kennedy

Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

Updated: 5:59 p.m. Monday, Sept. 19, 2011

Posted: 5:50 p.m. Monday, Sept. 19, 2011

TALLAHASSEE — Florida House members spent much of Monday recapping what they learned from 26
public hearings on redistricting held this summer around the state.

When it comes to redrawing district lines for the 120 House seats, members of the public, community groups
and local elected officials often urged lawmakers to strive to keep municipalities whole, without dividing them
across more than one district. Boca Raton and West Palm Beach were among the communities making such
pitches.

Singled out during the summer's hearing in Boca Raton were a couple districts – held by Rep. Steve
Perman, a Democrat, and Bill Hager, a Republican. Perman's District 78 was criticized as unwieldy, stretching
from the Fort Pierce area to Boca Raton; Hager's District 87 should be confined to Palm Beach County,
some of those testifying said, rather than stretching as it does now, into Broward.

For Senate districts, Palm Beach County commissioners this summer urged lawmakers to keep the current
compliment of three Senate districts with a majority of their population in the county, out of the six districts
that now touch the county.

House Redistricting Chairman Will Weatherford, R-Temple Terrace, also set a few deadlines in advance of
the Jan. 10 start of the legislative session, when redistricting efforts begin in earnest. The public can submit
proposed maps until Nov. 1, while legislators have until Nov. 14 to turn in their own version of the statewide
line-drawing, Weatherford said.

When lawmakers convene next year, Weatherford said the House, Senate and Congressional redistricting
subcommittees are each expected to craft three map possibilities. Each committee will then vote on which
plan it will recommend to the full House for a vote.

West Palm Beach Democrat Mack Bernard earned a shout-out Monday for being among only a handful of
lawmakers who attended all 26 public hearings from Pensacola to Key West.

"We learned a lot. And saw a lot," said Bernard, after the House Redistricting Subcommittee noted his wide-
ranging schlep.
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Gaetz sets out firm guidelines as redistricting panel starts
process

Sen. Don Gaetz claps in the Senate chamber. Photo Credit: Ana Goni-Lessan

The state senator leading the redistricting process said Thursday that he wants "no surprises" as his
panel begins the process of drawing maps.

To that end, Senate Reapportionment Committee
Chairman Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, said he would oppose
late-filed amendments that had not been public for at
least two days, and that he would not decide on
committee measures until a week after they have been
released.

Gaetz said he wants proposed maps, both from senators
and the general public, by Nov. 1, and that he intends to
unveil a committee bill with maps for the Congress and
the State House and Senate by the week of Dec. 5.  

Before the committee votes on its redistricting plan, Gaetz
said the committee's staff is working to present a series of
teleconferences that would allow members to take public comments from across the state.

Senate Minority Leader Nan Rich, D-Weston, said that based on the comments given at public hearings
in Florida, she supported requiring individual senators to submit their proposals early, at the same time as
members of the public.

"A lot of what we heard was that people wanted to see our maps," she said.

League of Women Voters President Deirdre Macnab, who has previously called on lawmakers to
accelerate the timeline and allow public comments on proposed maps, said in a statement that she found the
process laid out by Gaetz "encouraging."

Gaetz said the "aggressive" timeline would place lawmakers considerably ahead of the redistricting timeline
from 10 years ago, and that he intended to bring the committee's proposal up for a vote close to the start of
the legislative session.

"My hope is that we'll be teed up right at the beginning of January," he said, making way for a floor vote early
in the session if everything goes according to plan.

"There will be some surprises in the process, because that's the nature of the process," he said. 
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Florida redistricting: All quiet on the redistricting front – for
now, columnist Aaron Deslatte says
Aaron Deslatte Capitol View 3:54 p.m. EDT, September 23, 2011

TALLAHASSEE — Florida lawmakers have been wrangling for months over accusations of back-room
dealings in the once-a-decade process of re-drawing legislative and congressional districts. But now that the
work has started, they're playing nice — for the moment.

That doesn't mean the final maps that emerge aren't being drawn in private by the political parties and
interest-groups that foot the bill for electoral combat every two years.

Both the Florida Republican and Democratic parties, along with groups like the Florida Chamber of
Commerce, trial lawyers and Florida AFL-CIO , prepare maps that will ultimately influence the versions
lawmakers file. In 2002, they did so openly. But this year, their work has to go underground because the
"Fair Districts" amendments prohibit map-drawing that intentionally favors or disfavors incumbents and
parties.

Senate Democrats went out of their way last week to praise Florida's summer-long redistricting windup. "This
has probably been the most transparent way redistricting has ever proceeded in Florida history," said Sen.
Maria Sachs , D-Delray Beach.

Video: 2 armed men rob outlet store, hold manager at gunpoint

But they had previously been at each other's throats. Senate Minority Leader Nan Rich , D-Weston,
complained earlier this month that lawmakers needed to produce maps early, unlike in 2002 when the
process "was cloaked in secrecy and maps were drawn in back rooms out of sight of the public and members
of the minority party."

Senate Majority Leader Andy Gardiner , R-Orlando, shot back that "You cannot rewrite history simply
because things did not turn out the way you wanted" in 2002, when Republicans re-drew the maps and
helped solidify their decade-long hold on power.

Rich last week backed off, noting that thousands of people have come to this summer's meetings, and 64
partial or complete maps have been submitted by the public. But she said she doesn't want to see the GOP
maps emerge late in the process without time for the public and minority-party Democrats to vet them.

So what changed?

For starters, Senate Redistricting Chairman Don Gaetz , R-Niceville, said lawmakers "will not hold cards
close to the vest; we will play our cards," and set a Dec. 5 deadline to have new maps moving out of his
committee.

Both the House and Senate redistricting panels have said both public and lawmaker-drawn maps must be
submitted in November. The House wants member-drawn maps by Nov. 14, while the Senate set a Nov. 1
deadline for public and lawmaker-drawn maps.

To combat the perception of back-room dealing, Gaetz also said he won't allow late-filed amendments to the
plans his committee ultimately considers.

Gaetz and House Redistricting Chairman Will Weatherford , R-Wesley Chapel, have also asked voting-
rights groups again to submit maps -- although they have refused, as they are likely to file lawsuits after the
maps are passed.

But the real test of the Legislature's transparency movement could be determining who actually drew the
maps lawmakers start filing in coming weeks. Both parties are preparing maps already, just as they've done
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for decades.

House Redistricting subcommittee chair Chris Dorworth , R-Lake Mary , alluded to the issue last week
when he directed lawmakers to be familiar with maps they submit, enough to "defend them, district by
district."

"Most things in the Legislature are done in backrooms," said Dan Gelber , the former Democratic legislator
and general counsel for Fair Districts Now. "Something as important as this … I can't imagine there isn't
back-room map-drawing going on."

adeslatte@tribune.com or 850-222-5564. Follow him on Twitter @adeslatte.
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state lawmakers redistricting: State lawmakers announce
much better timetable for redistricting
Sun Sentinel Editorial Board September 27, 2011

Finally, we have signs of needed responsiveness on what are among the most crucial electoral decisions in
advance of the 2012 elections.

On Sept. 22, the state Senate's Reapportionment Committee announced an accelerated timeline for
releasing drafts of new district maps, a public comment period and potential resolution by the Legislature
early next year. The new timing announced by committee Chairman Don Gaetz is far better than the
unacceptable pace lawmakers initially proposed.

There's no room for doubt in what Florida voters want — no, actually, in what they demanded: electoral
districts that are far more competitive than the gerrymandered ones that currently exist.

Voters approved two constitutional amendments last November calling for districts to be redrawn for
competitiveness, not to protect those in the seats now. The electorate spoke clearly in ratifying both
amendments by 60-percent-plus majorities.

The voters' will was clearly stated in both margins of victory for Fair Districting Amendments 5 and 6.

Nonetheless, the pace at which Tallahassee was working on new districts was disturbing, and maddening. At
the rate lawmakers were going, new district maps wouldn't have been ready until almost the filing deadline
for next year's elections cycle.

That timetable raised criticism and speculation — credible speculation — that lawmakers were stalling to
protect themselves as long as they could.

The new schedule, though, should dispel those suspicions. The committee's final recommendations should
be ready for the full Senate as early as the first week of next year's legislative session, which starts in
January as opposed to March.

It also brings the public back into the arena. December has been set aside for public comment on the
proposed districts, with virtual meetings to be conducted across the state. It's not the ideal month,
considering the distraction of the holidays, but it's incumbent on the very voters who backed the two
amendments to again step forward to make sure their voices are heard.

The districts drawn into stone early next year will last a decade. If you don't think the people elected to
represent the state's citizenry make important decisions, just think of some the critical issues we've dealt with
in just the past 10 years.

We'll help you here: hurricane insurance premiums, property tax cuts, FCATs, teacher pay, medical
malpractice reforms, Bright Futures Scholarship changes and worker's compensation. We could go on.

There's nary a person living in this state who hasn't been touched — or tackled for a loss — by any one of
those issues. The decisions made by the people we elect have direct impacts on our lives and our
pocketbooks.

And the process for electing those individuals starts with setting district lines. Get ready. Stay engaged.
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Rod Smith: court will decide redistricting maps, legislature
will create the record
Florida Democratic Party Chairman Rod Smith told a redistricting forum Tuesday
night that reapportionment "is all I think about these days" and predicts the once-a-
decade redrawing of political boundaries will veer off along an unprecedented path
next year as lawmakers apply new guidelines imposed by voters.

Legislators will vote on the first round of maps in committee in December and take
them up when they convene in special session in January. But&nbsp;Smith is
skeptical they will succeed without judicial input and believes the legislature's role
will be to create the court record.

The reason, he told about 40 people at the public forum at the Leon County Public
Library Tuesday night, is that the state's shifting minority population as well as the
requirements of the Fair Districts amendments to the constitution "are carving new
ground here...The United States Supreme Court will be the final arbitor."

Smith acknowledged what everyone in Tallahassee has known but few have admitted: "Do we have maps?
Yes. Several of them. Will I show them to anybody right now? No. It's like any card game. I'll show them when
they're ready to be played."

On the other hand, he said, there is a chance that there will be no official maps coming from any political
party for fear it will be perceived as a violation of Amendments 5 and 6 which ban redistricting for the
purpose of partisan advantage of incumbent protection.

Smith, a former state senator, said that in the past legislators of both parties would get together privatey and
draw a map that protected each of their own re-election bids and then present the map togtether. No more.
"It can't be a bi-partisan map if it has to be a non-partisan map,'' he said.

The "most complicating factor" in complying with Amendments 5 and 6 is the Voting Rights Act, Smith said.
The 1965 federal law requires that state political boundaries protect against systematic disenfranchisement
of minorities. But overlaying those protections over the requirements of the newly-enacted amendments
pose new questions that only the courts are likely to answer. Among them:

* What happens if the change in districts boundaries is driven by the population changes in a region, forcing
a minority district to take a different path? U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown's Jacksonville-based district is one
example. For her district to retain the same number of minority voters to keep it a minority-majority seat, it will
have to swing south into Palatka and Daytona Beach, thereby upsetting every congressional district along its
path.

* Do you draw the map taking into account minority districts first, to accommdate the requirements of the
Voting Rights Act, or do you draw the map according to the Fair District amendments first and then overlay
the conditions of the VRA? "It makes a difference,'' Smith said.

* How will the court decide what is considered retrogression -- the dilution of minority voting strenght? Will
they consider the net access to minority seats in the whole state, or will they consider the access to existing
seats?

Smith predicted "there will be a tremendous battle in the Legislature" when lawmakers convene to draw the
maps in January. "But it will all be about getting things into the record." That's because the general
consensus among most political observers is that the final districts "will be determined by the courts."

Every map submitted by an individual or a special interest will have value to the process anda he believes
that the new rules will not guarantee either party added advantage in the next election cycle. "What you win
is a series of opportunities,'' he said. For example, Florida has seven state Senate districts that could be
considered swing districts for Democrats and two state Senate districts that just barely lean Republican.
Each of those are held by Republican incumbents, he said, because Democrats have failed to field
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candidates that can win them.

Redistricting "will not change the landscape of the politics of Florida,'' he said. "It will change the opportunity
for it to take place."

Smith predicts that many of those questions will be ultimately answered by the U.S. Supreme Court as
Florida and other states that have similar prohibitions against partisan and incumbency protection also try to
comply with the Voting Rights Act provisions. In that case, those challenges, he said, could take years. "What
happens in this time will have tremendous consequences,'' he said.

The Legislature will have three options when drawing its districts: drawing districts that lean Republican,
those that lean Democratic or those that are much more competitive. Meanwhile, as the maps are reviewed
by the court, candidates for Congress and the state legislature will live in limbo. "Will we get it done in time
for this election? It is possible" but there may be people running in districts very different than they imagined.
Any delay by legislative leadership, he said, will serve to benefit incumbents.
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Where well-laid redistricting plans run awry – Central Florida
Political Pulse – Orlando Sentinel
TALLAHASSEE — Florida House redistricting committees are wrapping up their review of the publicly
submitted maps today, and a few Central Florida lawmakers have suggested they all present a bit of a
problem. Basically, Central Florida is getting diced up.

Because drawing a statewide map of congressional districts requires starting at the state’s two edges —
Pensacola and Key West – the Orlando region usually ends up sandwiched into a middle after-thought with
cities and counties divided.

“It looks like they do a great job … but when it gets to Central Florida that’s where it gets a little messier,”
said Rep. Mike Horner, R-Kissimmee.

House redistricting committee policy chief Bob West agreed. “On drawing maps you sort of start on the
corners and work your way in. Central Florida is where everyone meets,” he said.

West also noted something we reported on the publicly drawn maps last month – they largely attempt to draw
districts to follow the Fair Districts mandate of compactness, but do not provide enough African-American
seats to likely avoid “retrogression,” or reducing the ability of minority voters to elect a candidate of their
choice.

When Rep. Dwayne Taylor, a Daytona Beach Democrat, asked West if the public maps had complied with
the new standards imposed by Fair Districts, West said, “I felt a number of people felt like they did, but you’re
going to have to determine if they did or not.”

Central Florida will likely be home to a new Hispanic minority-access district taking in parts of Orange and
Osceola counties, one of the two new congressional seats Florida will land through reapportionment. With
the huge minority population growth, that means lawmakers will have to be especially sensitive to legal
concerns when they start dicing up the region for real in the coming weeks.

So far, no lawmaker has submitted a map — although both the Republican and Democratic parties are
actively drawing their own, along with a few interst-groups in Tallahassee.

Congressional Redistricting Chairman John Legg, R-Port Richey, directed staff to begin drawing maps, and
to present some alternatives to the committee at it’s next meeting — which will likely be the week of Oct. 17.
House committees have been tasked with presenting three alternatives for House, Senate and congressional
maps by November.
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Be part of redistricting process - 09/30/2011
Posted on Fri, Sep. 30, 2011

Last week, the Florida House of Representatives began the important procedure of reviewing public input
that lawmakers will use during the once-a-decade process of redrawing of Florida’s state legislative and
congressional district boundary lines.

The input we received so far came from almost 2,000 Floridians who spoke at 26 town hall meetings held this
summer throughout Florida; 68 proposed redistricting maps submitted by Florida residents; and hundreds of
additional written suggestions for district boundary lines.

While our legislative committees are already considering how to weave this input into the web of Florida’s 67
counties, 411 municipalities and hundreds of other communities, there is still time for you and your
community to come forward with suggestions for Florida’s redistricting.

We are recommending that public suggestions for Florida’s redistricting be submitted to the House before
Nov. 1, 2011. Public comments will still be welcomed and needed throughout the redistricting timeline.
However, public comments submitted Nov. 1 and thereafter will likely be used in response to maps that have
already been filed by legislators and legislative committees.

Members of the Florida House, your state representatives, have been asked to come forward with their own
proposals by Nov. 14. With your suggestions in hand before November, your representatives will have time
to study and consider your ideas for their own proposals.

Even though the town hall meetings have taken place, there are still several ways to share your suggestions.
You can start by visiting www.floridaredistricting.org and submitting your comments in writing via the mailing
address listed there; via social media to our Facebook or Twitter sites; or via email to
mydistrictbuilder@myfloridahouse.gov.

If you would like to draw the maps yourself, via www.floridaredistricting.org you can use the House’s
MyDistrictBuilderTM application to create a partial or complete map, which you can submit directly to the
Legislature.

Beginning in January, the Florida Legislature will meet to officially adopt the new maps sometime during the
2012 legislative session. With that in mind, our immediate goal is to shape the public’s input into the building
blocks for Florida’s new state legislative and congressional maps. The authors and framers of Florida’s “Fair
Districts” amendments said that to do otherwise would make it impossible to draw “compliant” or
“appropriate” maps.

With your help, together we can build new districts that are compliant with state and federal redistricting laws
and the needs of your communities.

State Rep. Will Weatherford, chair, House Redistricting Committee, Wesley Chapel
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Redistricting Committee Seeks Starting Point to Redraw
Congressional Seats
Posted: October 3, 2011 2:44 PM

Florida lawmakers must decide if they want to redraw the state’s congressional districts from urban areas out
to the agricultural communities or by moving from one end of the state to the other.

Or they may want to begin by carving out the three majority-minority districts required under the federal
Voting Rights Act.

Redistricting subcommittee co-chairman John Legg, R-Port Richey, said Monday the committee must decide
soon because of the potential for logistical problems that will arise no matter how the maps are drawn.

“If you start on the coastal areas and move inward, you could fracture some of the central parts of the state,”
Legg said. “I threw (this) out as a suggestion as maybe we want to do the reverse, start with the urban cores
and move outward.”

Residents have until Nov. 1 to submit maps on how to draw Florida’s 27 congressional districts, up from the
current 25.

The House Congressional Redistricting Subcommittee on Monday directed its staff to begin crafting maps
based on the voter-approved Fair Districts requirements and the maps already proposed by Floridians.

Subcommittee Vice Chairman Mike Horner, R-Kissimmee, suggested the subcommittee focus on the majority-
minority seats first, and draw them as compactly as possible.

Two of Florida’s three minority-majority districts are highly racially gerrymandered: District 3, held by U.S.
Rep. Corrine Brown, D-Jacksonville, ranges through Alachua, Clay, Duval, Lake, Marion, Orange, Putnam,
Seminole, and Volusia counties; District 23, held by U.S. Rep. Alcee Hastings, D-Miramar, travels from
Hollywood and North Miami west to the eastern bank of Lake Okeechobee and then northeast to Fort Pierce.

The third majority-minority seat is District 17, which includes southern Broward County and eastern Miami-
Dade County. U.S. Rep. Frederica Wilson, D-Miami, holds the seat.

Kathleen Passidomo, R-Naples, favored building the maps from urban areas out.

“Those communities are different than they were 10 years ago, maybe we should look at what we did 10
years ago and how it’s changed,” Passidomo said.

She added that a challenge will be to determine how to comply with a common theme that arose from
Floridians during the public redistricting hearings held across the state during the summer, which was to
keep their communities under a single district.

The state has received 75 maps from private individuals that redraw the lines for the 25 current
congressional districts and include the additional two districts that appear in 2012 because of Florida’s
population growth since 2000.

Often, the mapmakers sought to use the 67 county boundaries for the lines, seeking compact districts.

Some didn’t consider the federal requirement of racial data when drawing the lines. Many eliminated
historically black majority-minority districts.

Bob West, House Redistricting Committee policy chief, said in a number of cases the compact nature of the
proposed districts doesn’t eliminate what is considered excessive drive times from one end to the other.

Rep. Dwayne Taylor, D-Daytona Beach, said the subcommittee should wait until the lawsuit against the
voter-approved Fair Districts amendment is settled.
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“If we haven’t defined the law, how can we determine if we start in the urban area or Key West or the
Panhandle?” Taylor said. “Until I know the rules of the game, I can’t say we should start at the center of the
state or the Panhandle.”

Legg said that while the Florida House is appealing a court ruling that upheld the Fair Districts amendment,
the subcommittee and staff will follow the voter-approved anti-gerrymandering effort regardless of how
“vague” the amendment language may be.

“The voters have defined what the letter of the law is,” Legg said. “Now, it is up to us to kind of wrestle with
those definitions.”

The amendment bars lawmakers from drawing congressional and state legislative districts to favor
incumbents or a political party.

Subcommittee members have been given until Nov. 14 to propose three map alternatives with the new
district lines.

The Legislature must approve new lines in the 2012 session that starts in January.

Reach Jim Turner at jturner@sunshinestatenews.com or at (850) 727-0859.
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House not ready to tackle the hard questions on redistricting
- yet | Florida politics blog: The Buzz
In the next two weeks, the staff of the House's congressional redistricting subcommittee will work on "mock
ups" of proposed maps. Another subcommittee, which handles the House's Senate redistricting, will propose
ideas for mapping the state by region. And the subcommittee on House districts will continue to review
proposals sent in from the public.

Those are the assignments for the House's three redistricting committees from the chairmen of
the committees which met briefly on Monday. The groups will reconvene again in two weeks but still
undecided is the how legislators will answer the tough questions as they prepare their maps. Each of these
questions are going to eventually be answered if lawmakers are going to defend their maps in court when
they face judicial review and expected legal challenges. Among the unknowns:

* How will you determine what is considered a minority access seat -- which must be protected under the
federal Voting Rights Act and not diluted under the newly-adopted Fair Districts amendments to the Florida
Constitution.

Rep. John Legg, chairman of the House congressional redistricting committee, said Monday he is not sure
how many districts that will involve. “I can’t answer that question on what that magic number is,'' he told
reporters after the committee meeting on Monday  "What is retrogression – that’s going to be a paradigm
issue we have to look at.''

* Lawyers have advised lawmakers that the new constitutional guidelines require them to protect the ability of
minority voters to elect candidates of their choice. Does that mean that legislators will draw minority districts
first and then worry about creating compact districts second?

"The minority access issue is an issue that has to be front and center,'' Legg said, but so does the federal
requirement of one-person, one-vote and the need to keep communities together, he said.

* When will legislators decide how to define minority districts? Does it mean that the state continues to offer
minority voters access to three districts in which a majority of voters are minorities? Can those voterse be
anywhere in teh state or do they have to continue to have the same access they have today and voters who
don't live in those districts are out of luck?

“Those are the questions the committee has to look at,’’ Legg said, but he was not prepared to answer
whether those question will be answered before his committee votes on a map or after.

I* When will you have answers? "Before the end of session,'' Legg said. “We are looking at all these
questions right now. Those are some of the decision points we’re looking at right now.”

Meanwhile, Legg said that the decision by House Speaker Dean Cannon to continue to spend taxpayer
dollars pursuing an appeal to Amendment 6 in federal court, (the Fair Districts amendment that applies to
congressional districts,) the committee will continue to draw a map following the Fair Districts guidelines.

"The voters have defined the law and it’s up to us to wrestle with it,'' he said. The lawsuits "really have no
effect on what this committee does...Some of the language is ambiguous and we have to look at how we
address this."

http://www.tampabay.com/blogs/the-buzz-florida-politics/content/house-not-ready-tackle-hard-questions-redistricting-yet?utm_source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=twitter


weblogs.sun-sentinel.com http://weblogs.sun-
sentinel.com/news/politics/dcblog/2011/10/today_in_tallahassee_lawmakers.html

Today In Tallahassee: Lawmakers back in town for more
redistricting, other committees | Florida Politics

TALLAHASSEE -- It's the start of another committee week in Tallahassee, with lawmakers starting to file more
bills and different groups beginning to present their issues to Senate and House panels on criminal justice,
education, business development and more.

Here are a few of the big ticket items on today's agenda:

* Redistricting, redistricting, redistricting. The race to produce a map continues as three committees meet
today. At 12:30, the House subcommittee on Congressional redistricting meets. And at 3 p.m., the
subcommittees on House redistricting and Senate redistricting meet. The mood of the meetings will likely be
underscored by House Speaker Dean Cannon's decision that the House should appeal a federal ruling on
Amendment 6, which imposed new rules for drawing congressional district maps.

* The select Senate committee examining child protection laws in light of the Casey Anthony case meets
today at 9:30 a.m. Committee Chair Joe Negron said last month that the committee will tread carefully and
won't pass a law if there are concerns about unintended consequences. After the Jessica Lunsford killing,
lawmakers rushed to pass a host of sexual predator laws that wound up making many sex offenders
homeless because the laws put restrictions on where sex offenders could live.

Categories: None

You share in the SunSentinel.com community, so we just ask that you keep things civil. Leave out the
personal attacks. Do not use profanity, ethnic or racial slurs, or take shots at anyone's sexual orientation or
religion. If you can't be nice, we reserve the right to remove your material and ban users who violate our
Terms of Service.
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Next up in redistricting | TBO.com
Last week, the Florida House of Representatives began the important procedure of reviewing public input
that lawmakers will use during the once-a-decade process of redrawing Florida's state legislative and
congressional district boundary lines.

The input we have received thus far came from nearly 2,000 Floridians who spoke at 26 town hall meetings
held this summer throughout the state; 68 proposed redistricting maps submitted by Florida residents; and
hundreds of additional written suggestions. There is still time for you and your community to come forward
with suggestions.

We are recommending that public suggestions for redistricting be submitted to the House before Nov. 1.
Public comments will still be welcomed and needed throughout the redistricting timeline. However, public
comments submitted Nov. 1 and thereafter will likely be used in response to maps that have already been
filed by legislators and legislative committees.

Members of the Florida House have been asked to come forward with their own proposals by Nov. 14. With
your suggestions in hand before November, your representatives will have time to study and consider your
ideas in developing their own proposals.

You can start by visiting www.floridaredistricting.org, and submitting your comments in writing via the mailing
address listed there; via social media to our Facebook or Twitter sites; or via email to
mydistrictbuilder@myfloridahouse.gov.

If you would like to draw the maps yourself via www.floridaredistricting.org, you can utilize the House's
MyDistrictBuilder application to create a partial or complete map, which you can submit directly to the
Legislature.
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Lead letter: Florida seeks input for new districts
The Florida House of Representatives has begun to review public input that lawmakers will use during the
once-a-decade process of redrawing Florida's state legislative and congressional district boundary lines.

The input we received thus far came from nearly 2,000 Floridians who spoke at 26 town hall meetings held
this summer throughout Florida; 68 proposed redistricting maps submitted by Florida residents; and
hundreds of additional written suggestions for district boundary lines.

While our legislative committees are already considering how to weave this input into the web of Florida's 67
counties, 411 municipalities and hundreds of other communities, there is still time to come forward with
suggestions for Florida's redistricting.

We are recommending that public suggestions for Florida's redistricting be submitted to the House before
Nov. 1. Public comments will still be welcomed and needed throughout the redistricting timeline.

However, public comments submitted Nov. 1 and thereafter will likely be used in response to maps that have
already been filed by legislators and legislative committees.

There are still several ways to share your suggestions.

You can start by visiting this website: www.floridaredistricting.org.

You can use social media to our Facebook or Twitter sites.

Or you may send email to: mydistrictbuilder@myfloridahouse.gov.

If you would like to draw the maps yourself, via www.floridaredistricting.org, you can utilize the House's
MyDistrictBuilder application to create a partial or complete map, which you can submit directly to the
Legislature.

Beginning in January, the Florida Legislature will meet to officially adopt the new maps.

Together we can build new districts that are compliant with state and federal redistricting laws and the needs
of your communities.

About the author:

Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, is a graduate of Jacksonville University. He is the speaker-designate of
the Florida House of Representatives and the chairman of House Redistricting Committee.
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Latino Justice submitted a proposed district map in Central Florida that includes parts of three counties --
Orange, Osceola and Polk. (Photo courtesy of Latino Justice.)
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Workshop for Ethnic Media Breaks Down Florida’s Complex
Redistricting Process | Florida Center for Investigative
Reporting
Published on October 8, 2011.

By Ralph
De La Cruz
Florida
Center for
Investigative
Reporting

Members of
South
Florida’s
ethnic media
gathered in
Miami Oct. 6
to hear
about the
complexities
of

“compactness, contiguity, and communities of interest” — the defining principles of redistricting.

The entire country is in the midst of the once-a-decade process that sets the political boundaries for
everything from Congressional districts to school board and water management districts. The Miami meeting
was the eighth such briefing that New America Media has conducted nationwide.

About 20 reporters, editors and publishers — from small tabloids, online publications, television networks
and traditional newspapers — heard about the history of redistricting and the complexities of trying to ensure
some sense of fairness in the process.

“Beauty matters,” panelist Juan Cartagena, president and general counsel of LatinoJustice PRLDEF, said,
referring to “compactness,” one of the three things courts examine to determine the legality of a district.
Compactness refers to a desire to avoid serpentine, irregular-shaped districts.

“Districts that look nice usually get approved,” Cartagena said. “Districts that look weird are suspect.”

Another defining term, “contiguity,” means that any part of a district cannot be geographically separated from
the rest. And “communities of interest” refers to keeping together groups with similar self-interests.
Depending on the community, they could be tied together by race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status or
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geography.

“In Miami, ethnicity is more important than race,” pointed out Badili Jones of the Miami Workers Center and
Florida New Majority.

It’s easy to imagine how just those three goals could create conflicts and complexities.

Redistricting is at least partially instructed by the Voting Rights Act of 1965, which prohibits any voting
practice that has a discriminatory effect. And in Florida, redistricting is further complicated by the Fair
Districts Amendments, which voters passed last year.

Amendments 5 and 6 stipulate that new districts not favor, or punish, a particular candidate or party and that
districts follow natural geography whenever possible. It’s an attempt to prevent the political manipulation, or
gerrymandering, of districts by state lawmakers who often have interests in how the districts are drawn.

“Redistricting is about power, control and influence,” said Leon Russell, legislative chair of the Florida
NAACP and vice chairman of the national NAACP’s board of directors. “The question we have to answer is:
How do we gain some of the influence, some of the power, and at least a little a little bit of the control?”

One of the concerns expressed by speakers was that, although lawmakers held redistricting town hall
meetings throughout the state, they did not reveal any maps that may be under consideration. They also did
not speak or offer any opinions at the meeting — something that data expert John Garcia of LatinoJustice
called “an official, or unofficial, gag order.”

With the end of the statewide tour by legislators, and so much focus on Congressional districts, voters may
not realize that the redistricting process continues for an array of other districts. Redistricting is about more
than just Congressional districts.

“Redistricting touches everything all the way down to the water management board,” Cartagena said. “Miami-
Dade (County Public) Schools have not even started their redistricting process.”

Floridians can obtain redistricting information online at floridaredistricting.org.

http://www.miamiworkerscenter.org/
http://www.flnewmajority.org/
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winning the redistricting fight in Florida « Coach is Right
By Henry Kelley, staff writer

Can one person in a State of 18 million citizens make a difference?  The answer as it relates to
redistricting has yet to be seen, but a clear answer is: to a lot of groups – complaining about a
process instead of working within the process is a sure fire failure.

Last year, I started looking into the decennial redistricting that goes on after every census, but
particularly in my home state of Florida. The State Legislature is required to produce 3 maps – A
complete US Congressional map, a Florida Senate map, and a Florida House map.

Due to the growth in Florida’s population, it is now necessary to add 2 US Congressional Districts
to the State’s Congressional delegation.  The Legislative seats will remain unchanged at 40
Senators and 120 Representatives.

First a little legal background for Florida. 

Owing to our State Constitution, the Florida Legislature cannot vote on maps until the 2012
Session is actually seated in Tallahassee.  That will occur on January 4th, 2012.  Further, per our
Constitution, the Legislative Session can only last 60 Days.

Next, two major Amendments were passed in the last election cycle, known as the “Fair Districts
Amendments.”  These amendments were heavily promoted by the League of Women Voters and a
number of liberal leaning groups.   While I support the intent of these amendments, they are so
poorly worded as to render them useless…unless you are a law firm hired to litigate the
outcome.  In which case, you will have an outstanding 2012!

The State of Florida did something very unique.  It decided to have the most transparent process
in history, conducting a statewide 26 stop “listening” tour where nearly 5000 Floridians attended
and nearly 2000 commented on the record.

Further, the State provided the software, online, and training tools, free of charge, so any citizen
or group could produce their own redistricting map.  

I tinkered with the software and found it easy to use. 

Then the hearings started.  On June 21, 2011 I attended and spoke at the first redistricting
hearing in Tallahassee.  

At the same time the Redistricting hearings were occurring in Tallahassee, the League of Women
voters, who sponsored the Fair Districts amendments, were having a luncheon in Fort Walton
Beach to criticize the process.  

They didn’t bother trying to draw their own maps  but adopted  a “Let’s just complain complain
complain” position. 

In 2002 the League of Women’s Voters submitted maps, but now, with great advances in
technology making it possible to submit maps, they chose to simply complain about the process.  

While at the hearings, every group seemed to complain about the process, the unfairness of it,
and every complaint you can imagine, yet no one was submitting a map.

I stood and said enough!  I used the software and drew two Congressional Maps (one to highlight
the inherent problems between Fair Districts amendments and the so called Majority Minority
districts).

I was applauded in Fort Walton, and booed in Davie by South Florida residents.  I have been
thanked by more State Senators and Representatives than I knew existed for getting in and
taking the process seriously.

I submitted a series of maps and I am pleased to report that they will now be considered by the
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House and Senate panels, and I will be attending the meetings in Tallahassee to explain the
decisions made in crafting these maps.

In short, I am pleased to say  my voice will be heard when it matters – when a Senate panel will
actually be looking at the lines  I suggested . 

I understand how politics works, and let’s be completely honest – this is the very definition of
politics – the drawing of lines to create new districts is essential. 

After all, you can’t have an elected official without a district. 

Will my maps be adopted in whole, in part or not at all?  That is for our elected representatives to
decide. 

It was my decision as a citizen to participate in our Republican form of Government – to provide
our elected officials with the best information I can to help them make a hard decision. I ask
everyone to look for opportunities to get involved in meaningful ways and step up. One person
can still make a difference.

Use this site to contact your Congressional Representative:

https://writerep.house.gov/writerep/welcome.shtml

See Coach on Youtube! Go to the new Coach’s Locker Room page to see and
what the Coach has to say on the issues that conservatives care about.

 In this world you may have knowledge or you may have repose, but you may not have both.  What
have you done today to deserve to live in America?

 Comments on this or any other coachisright.com essay can be sent by following the posting
instructions below.

Related posts:

1. Taking House and Senate aren’t enough: winning state legislatures will give us redistricting edge

2. The value of winning the governor’s seats in New York, Florida and California can’t be overstated

3. A peek around the redistricting corner

4. Two new governors: Scott of Florida sides with the people, Chafee of Rhode Island sides with ACLU

5. Obama’s tax and spend budgets growing as winning conservative issues: Good news if we play it right
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Letter: Redistricting update from state senator
This upcoming session will be particularly impactful to everyone in Florida. Once every 10 years the Florida
Legislature is required to re-draw district lines to determine which voters participate in which elections for the
U.S. House, State Senate and State House based on new population figures. Over the summer, lawmakers
from across the state held public hearings to gather input from Floridians before drawing new political
boundary lines.

Lawmakers traveled more than 4,000 miles to hold redistricting public hearings at 26 sites across Florida,
collecting insight into communities and neighborhoods before districts are redrawn to comply with federal
and state law. Nearly 5,000 people attended public hearings, and 1,700 individuals shared testimony
regarding this process. The Senate Reapportionment Committee met two weeks ago to begin the important
process of reviewing information collected throughout the state.

The Legislature will continue using interim committee weeks through December to react to public
submissions, review various redistricting scenarios and discuss the merits associated with drawing district
lines one way or another.

With proposed legislation expected by the first week of December, the end goal is to pass plans in early
2012 that meet the legal requirements of the Federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, the Florida Constitution and
the U.S. Constitution. Plans will go under legal review from February through June of 2012.

The open and interactive redistricting process continues. You can help redraw our state's congressional and
legislative districts using the same software and data that lawmakers and professional staff use. It is
important to submit your ideas soon, so the Legislature can review and incorporate them into the proposed
plans.

A deadline of Nov. 1 was selected for all proposals to be submitted by both lawmakers and the public. Visit
the online District Builder tool, a full-featured web application complete with 2010 Census data, where you
can navigate interactive maps, explore in-depth population characteristics and build districts. Learn more at
www.flsenate.gov/redistricting.

State Sen. Lizbeth Benacquisto

Tallahassee

Benacquisto represents Lehigh Acres, District 27 that stretches from the east to the west coast of Florida. -
Ed.
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Senate redistricting committee sees north, south Panhandle
divide

Photo Credit: Ana Goni-Lessan

The Senate Redistricting Committee  got into the nitty gritty Wednesday and came to a rare
consensus, according to The Miami Herald's Naked
Politics blog.

Based on bipartisan testimony, and an assumption about
the intentions of the new constitutional guidelines, the
Northwest Florida House and Senate districts should do
the following: keep the northern rural areas of the
Panhandle counties together and urban and coastal
areas of the south together.

The committee spent a great deal of time trying to decide
whether by dividing in half counties such as Escambia,
Okaloosa and Santa Rosa -- by drawing horizontal
districts to keep rural and urban communities together --
violates the principles of the new Fair Districts
amendments.

Sen. Miguel Diaz de la Portilla, R-Miami Republican, persuaded the committee that it doesn't. "If you draw
horizontal lines that creates a uniform shape, I could argue that's compact,'' he said. "Compactness is just
one of the criterion."

The committee directed the staff to divide the House and Senate districts horizontally and Congressional
districts to follow the guides of maps provided by Okaloosa County resident Henry Kelley and other
members of the public.

"We need to make sure whatever we do is legally defensible,'' said Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, the
chairman of the committee. "We really don't know what the courts think, until there is a court test."
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Early look at Florida redistricting: Some incumbents might be
in trouble
Although nothing is set in stone, concrete examples of the tough political scenarios that will fall out of the
state's once-a-decade redistricting process were on full display Monday.

It has been a little-kept secret that the process will cause incumbents headaches as they face the possibility
of being drawn out of their districts - or face tough primaries from fellow incumbents.

Politicians in Northeast Florida are by no means immune from that angst.

Two potential maps for new Florida House districts were laid out to a panel of lawmakers Monday. And
although the maps are mere suggestions submitted by the public, they are being taken seriously and clearly
underscore how tough chopping up the maps will be.

In Northeast Florida, one presentation has Republican Lake Ray and Democrats Mia Jones and Reggie
Fullwood all being drawn into one district representing downtown and the northwest portions of Jacksonville.

That map and several others submitted by the public are being considered by lawmakers, who have the final
say in how the new political lines are drawn.

A second map lumps Reps. Mike Weinstein and Charles McBurney, both Republicans, in the same district.
Weinstein and McBurney live close to one another, and McBurney's district needs to grow to have an "ideal"
population, and Weinstein's needs to shrink.

Weinstein has said if he ends up in McBurney's district, he would not rule out a primary challenge.

Another big question for Northeast Florida is where Republican House candidate Kim Kendall will run. She
has a big-name finance committee and the backing of powerful state Sen. John Thrasher, R-St. Augustine,
but is not yet sure where she will land. She is currently filed to run for Weinstein's district but could easily end
up in the St. Augustine-based district being vacated by term-limited Rep. Bill Proctor.

Both maps presented Monday had her running against Republicans Mike Davis and Terry Shoemaker for
the St. Augustine seat.

A second panel Monday considered redrawing the state's congressional lines.

Not surprisingly, much of the conversation was trained on the District 3 seat of Jacksonville Democrat
Corrine Brown. That district snakes from Orlando to Jacksonville's Northside and has become the poster
child for gerrymandered districts and been roundly slammed by Republicans.

Her seat is one of Florida's three minority-access districts. They are drawn to ensure a plurality of African-
Americans or Hispanics, so that those groups could regularly elect minority lawmakers.

Lawmaker's wanted to know how much they could alter the percentage of African-Americans in a retooled
District 3. Lawmakers are now bound by two newly minted constitutional amendments, which require that
districts not favor political parties, be drawn compactly and not negatively impact minority access districts.

"Framers of Amendments 5 and 6 made it very clear with regard to not diminishing the opportunity of
minorities to elect the candidate of their choice," said George Meros, an attorney for the House
Subcommittee on Congressional Redistricting.

Despite that requirement, Brown has sued to overturn Amendment 6, which specifically deals with
congressional seats. She argued that the compactness requirements of the amendment will negatively
impact minority districts.

Her district's voting-age population is 49 percent African-American.

matt.dixon@jacksonville.com, (904) 716-8789
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County Lines Favored for Florida's Redrawn Congressional
Districts
Around the State

Members of the Congressional Redistricting Subcommittee favored county lines as the first place to put down
new boundary lines for Florida’s growing federal seats.

Meanwhile, the number of public submissions to remap Florida under the voter-approved Fair Districts
measure is approaching 100, with two weeks until the deadline to get them in.

On Monday, subcommittee members and House staff continued to focus on how to address federal minority
representation rules that require any new map to include three minority-majority districts as required under
the federal Voting Rights Act.

But once the urban areas have been drawn with such minority-majority districts, House members said the
simplest way to line up the districts would be to start with county boundaries before considering roadways
and natural boundaries.

Rep. Mike Horner, R-Kissimmee, said many who attended public hearings on redistricting held across Florida
over the summer used county lines as their reference points.

“Folks frankly know what county they live in. You’re not sure you’re in unincorporated or inside a city, but you
know the county lines,” Horner said.

The House and Senate redistricting subcommittees have slowly started to piece together new legislative and
congressional district lines. Different individuals and groups have submitted 94 ways they think the districts
should be redrawn.

While not every publicly submitted map has followed the guidelines that legislators must abide by, each has
been given a serious review, said Rep. Doug Holder, R-Sarasota, who oversees the House Congressional
Redistricting Subcommittee.

“They may be disqualified in total, but there may be pieces of those maps that are used to put the whole
scheme together,” Holder said. “We want individuals, even if they are only concerned about their small
universe in a particular region, it’s fine for them to draw just their particular region.”

Residents have until Nov. 1 to submit maps on how to draw Florida’s 27 congressional districts, up from the
current 25.

Under the voter-approved Fair Districts amendments, the lines must favor natural boundaries and existing
government lines, but also maintain the existing minority-majority districts.

Two of Florida’s three minority-majority districts are heavily  gerrymandered by racial population: District 3,
held by U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown, D-Jacksonville, ranges through Alachua, Clay, Duval, Lake, Marion,
Orange, Putnam, Seminole, and Volusia counties; District 23, held by U.S. Rep. Alcee Hastings, D-Miramar,
travels from Hollywood and North Miami west to the eastern bank of Lake Okeechobee and then northeast to
Fort Pierce.

The third majority-minority seat is District 17, which includes southern Broward County and eastern Miami-
Dade County. U.S. Rep. Frederica Wilson, D-Miami, holds the seat.

The Florida House is appealing a court ruling that upheld the Fair Districts amendment.

The amendment bars lawmakers from drawing congressional and state legislative districts to favor
incumbents or a political party.

http://www.sunshinestatenews.com/story/county-lines-favored-florida-redrawn-congressional-districts


The Legislature must approve new lines in the 2012 session that starts in January.

Reach Jim Turner at jturner@sunshinestatenews.com or at (850) 727-0859 or (772) 215-9889.
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Race is a ‘Tier One’ priority – Central Florida Political Pulse –
Orlando Sentinel
Senate Redistricting Committee: Race is a ‘Tier One’ priority
Uncategorized — posted by bshaw on October, 18 2011 7:13 PM

The Senate Redistricting Committee made a not-unexpected decision Tuesday to make preserving and
creating minority congressional and legislative districts a “Tier One” priority during the redistricting process
this year. The decision will likely result in creation of a Hispanic-dominated district in Central Florida, the
retention of the state’s existing three black congressional and six Senate districts — and the siphoning of
Democratic votes out of surrounding districts that are now (and likely will continue to be) held by
Republicans.

Read the story here.
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University of Florida News – State Rep. Will Weatherford to
discuss the new redistricting law
State Rep. Will Weatherford to discuss the new redistricting law

Filed under Announcements , InsideUF (Campus) , Top Stories on Wednesday, October 19, 2011.

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — Rep. Will Weatherford, one of Florida’s leading state legislators, will discuss the
Sunshine State’s new redistricting law on Oct. 26 at the University of Florida. The program is co-sponsored
by UF’s Bob Graham Center for Public Service and College of Journalism and Communications.

Weatherford, the Republican Speaker-designate for the Florida House of Representatives and chairman of
the House Redistricting Committee, will provide insight into the legislative process for Florida’s redistricting.
The program, part of the Bob Graham Center’s “The Next Florida” series, begins at 6 p.m. in Pugh Hall and
is free and open to the public.

This event will also be streamed live at http://www.bobgrahamcenter.ufl.edu/.

The Florida House is beginning the once-a-decade process of redrawing Florida’s state legislative and
congressional district boundary lines. Those lines can significantly alter the demographic makeup of an area
and thus have a dramatic impact on representation at all levels of government.

This year, lawmakers are faced with the difficulty of balancing Florida’s new anti-gerrymandering standards
with the legal requirement to preserve minority representation in the Legislature and Congress. Those new
standards, passed by voters as Amendments 5 and 6 last year, require that districts be drawn more
compactly within established geographic boundaries, without the intent to help or hurt parties or incumbents.

But lawmakers are also bound not to diminish the voting power of minority groups, who now elect three black
and three Hispanic members of Congress. So this redistricting process is expected to be a complicated and
litigation-fueled affair.

Over the summer, a series of workshops and town hall meetings, using new online mapping tools, created a
series of citizen-guided maps for lawmakers to consider. Some 2,000 Floridians spoke at 26 town hall
meetings throughout the state. Sixty-eight proposed redistricting maps were submitted by Florida residents,
along with hundreds of additional written suggestions, according to Weatherford.

Weatherford grew up in Pasco County and was raised in a family of nine children. He graduated from Land
O’ Lakes High School and Jacksonville University, where he played football while he received his bachelor’s
degree in business administration. He was elected in 2006 to the Florida House of Representatives.
Weatherford serves on the powerful Rules & Calendar Committee and is slated to become Speaker of the
House in 2012.
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Florida redistricting: Senate committee decides race will be
a primary factor in drawing districts
By Aaron Deslatte, Tallahassee Bureau Chief 7:00 p.m. EDT, October 18, 2011

TALLAHASSEE -- As the politically cantankerous redistricting process cranks up, a Senate committee
decided Tuesday to make race a driving force as the Legislature re-draws congressional and legislative
district lines in the coming months.

During 26 public redistricting hearings around the state this summer, lawmakers got mixed testimony on the
role race should play. Meanwhile, federal courts have generally refused to allow states to reduce the ability
of minority-groups to elect candidates of their choice.

Thrown into the mix are the Fair Districts amendments passed by voters last year, enshrining the federal
protection for minorities into the state constitution while at the same time restricting the gerrymandering used
to create some of those minority seats.

After considerable discussion, the Senate Reapportionment Committee concluded Tuesday that Fair
Districts required protecting minority voting rights as a "Tier 1" priority, ahead of its other anti-
gerrymandering standards – and required that minority districts should be drawn first, then filled in with
surrounding suburban ones.

At one point during the meeting, Sen. Jack Latvala, R-St. Petersburg, complained that staff presented five
new maps for state Senate districts – all submitted by members of the public -- that all reduced the number
of black voters in the Jacksonville and Central Florida areas.

"All of these plans reduce the African-American population in those districts," Latvala said. "Do we not need
to do better?"

Sen. Gary Siplin, D-Orlando, said the committee should look only at maps that preserve the six Senate seats
and three congressional districts now held by blacks. "We can't pass maps that don't preserve those seats,"
he said.

But it won't be that simple when lawmakers start debating staff-drawn maps later this year.

Siplin's Senate District 19 is currently 33.1 percent black and 35.5 percent Hispanic. The federal courts have
issued conflicting opinions over whether such "minority coalition" districts must be protected during
redistricting every decade.

Siplin's wife, Victoria, is among six Orlando Democrats who have filed for the seat, while Siplin himself is
considering a congressional bid next year.

Senate Reapportionment Chairman Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, noted the debate was "in the eye of the
beholder."

Among the 11 maps for the Jacksonville and Central Florida regions lawmakers reviewed Tuesday, most
resulted in congressional and legislative districts with fewer black voters, largely because blacks became a
smaller percentage of the population over the last decade.

Meanwhile, Hispanics made big gains.

Central Florida is widely expected to land one of Florida's two new congressional districts, and Gaetz has
said he supported drawing one that would be likely to elect a Hispanic lawmaker in the Orlando region.

One map, drawn by local activist Emilio Perez, carved out a new Hispanic-leaning congressional district in
Orange, Osceola and Polk counties. It has the backing of the Puerto Rican Legal Defense Fund and other
Latino groups.

The map is 43-percent Hispanic and runs northeast from near Winter Haven through Osceola and into
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northern Orange County. It would likely vote Democratic – its voters favored Democratic gubernatorial
candidate Alex Sink over Republican Rick Scott by 56-to-40 percent last year.

And it would serve partisan GOP objectives by siphoning Democratic votes from surrounding seats districts
by Republicans Dennis Ross, R-Lakeland; Dan Webster, R-Winter Garden; and Bill Posey, R-Rockledge.

The maps reviewed Tuesday also applied different treatments to the much-debated 3rd Congressional
district held by Democrat Corrine Brown. The district is 49.9 percent African-American now, and gets to that
number by stretching through eight counties from Jacksonville to Orlando. Brown is still fighting Amendment
6 in federal court, and has complained it would lead to fewer minorities in Congress.

One map that attempted to stick to county and city boundaries -- which is one interpretation of what
Amendment 6 requires -- saw the black population of Brown's district drop to 26.5 percent.

Sen. David Simmons, an Altamonte Springs Republican and lawyer, noted Fair Districts left little wiggle room
by saying lawmakers "shall not diminish" the rights of minorities to elect candidates of their choice.

"Any judge is going to look at the word in the dictionary, and it means 'lessen,'" Simmons said. "The answer
is 'We shall not diminish,' and that's a guiding point."

But Senate staff also said the U.S. Supreme Court has been unclear as to whether a region – such as
Central Florida -- with a burgeoning minority population is entitled to a new minority-majority district or just
the preservation of existing districts populated with large numbers of minority voters.

"To put it in blunt language, there's a case that could be made both ways," Gaetz said.

Preserving minority districts also allows lawmakers to draw surrounding maps that are more likely to elect
Republicans. But drawing GOP-leaning suburban districts is somewhat unavoidable because GOP voters
are more disbursed in the suburbs and Democrats clustered in urban city centers.

adeslatte@orlandosentinel.com OR 850-222-5564. Follow him on Twitter @adeslatte.
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Capital Soup » Blog Archive » Florida Legislature Reaches
Milestone of 100 Maps from Floridians to Aid in Redistricting
Efforts
Twenty-five times the number of maps submitted by Floridians compared to a decade ago

Tallahassee, Fla. – Following a statewide tour consisting of 27 meetings designed to gather public input into
the redistricting process, House Redistricting Chairman Will Weatherford (R-Wesley Chapel) and Senate
Reapportionment Committee Chairman Don Gaetz (R-Niceville) today announced the Florida Legislature has
received the 100th publicly submitted map.

“Today, the Florida Legislature has reached a tremendous milestone in the redistricting process. This
demonstrates that Floridians want to actively participate in the redistricting process and we are grateful for
their valuable insight,” said Chairman Gaetz. “Never before have so many citizens taken the time to submit
maps before the Legislature to use as a guide while redrawing Florida’s political boundary lines. While we
repeatedly heard from special interest groups throughout the summer that they would have rather seen
politicians draw redistricting plans in a Tallahassee echo chamber, we were committed to collecting public
input and I sincerely believe it has paid off.”

“Thanks to the Floridians that have submitted maps, shared ideas and voiced concerns, we have received
more public input on redistricting than ever before,” said Chairman Weatherford. “I commend those who
have taken the time to draw a map and encourage others to continue sending us your ideas.”

Click below to view a special video message from Chairman Weatherford and Chairman Gaetz regarding this
important milestone in the redistricting process.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZV9cjAypnqg&feature=player_embedded

The number of maps submitted by Floridians during this redistricting cycle far exceeds the four maps
submitted by public interest groups a decade ago. The maps submitted included:

· Submissions from 25 different counties.
· More than 2,600 potential districts.
· 81 created with Legislative redistricting applications; 18 created with third-party applications.
· At least 17 submissions from students, including a middle-school student, high school student, and
attendees of USF, FGCU, Brevard Community College and Columbia University.
· 30 complete maps for Congress; 20 partial maps for Congress; 8 complete maps for the state House; 15
partial maps for the state House; 17 complete maps for the state Senate; 10 partial maps for the state
Senate.

During the recent committee weeks, House and Senate redistricting committees and subcommittees have
been discussing a host of options as they move closer to formally introducing maps in preparation of the
2012 Legislative Session, which begins January 10. Floridians who have not submitted their ideas for maps
may still do so via the Florida House’s MyDistrictBuilderTM application or the Florida Senate’s District Builder
application available at www.floridaredistricting.org and www.flsenate.gov/Redistricting. Floridians may also
submit their comments and suggestions directly to mydistrictbuilder@myfloridahouse.gov or
RedistrictFlorida@flsenate.gov.

# # #

Contact:
Lyndsey Cruley, (850) 487-5632
Ryan Duffy, (850) 487-8148
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Floridians submit 100 redistricting maps. Get excited! |
Florida Politics

TALLAHASSEE -- Floridians have now broken the 100-mark for redistricting maps drawn on the state's
software and submitted for the staff to plow over and occasionally showcase at public meetings.

It's not exactly platinum-record status. But it is about 96 more maps than were submitted in the last round of
redistricting in 2002, lawmakers say. lawmakers got abot 2,600 districts submitted from about 25 counties.

So to celebrate, House Redistricting Chairman Will Weatherford and Senate Reapportionment Chairman
Don Gaetz have cut a video of their own thanking folks.

Categories: None

You share in the SunSentinel.com community, so we just ask that you keep things civil. Leave out the
personal attacks. Do not use profanity, ethnic or racial slurs, or take shots at anyone's sexual orientation or
religion. If you can't be nice, we reserve the right to remove your material and ban users who violate our
Terms of Service.

http://weblogs.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/dcblog/2011/10/floridians_submit_100_redistri.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/about/site/sfla-copyright,0,6598663.story


shark-tank.net http://shark-tank.net/2011/10/25/20940/

The Florida Legislature’s All-Inclusive Approach to
Redistricting
By Rep. Jeanette Nunez (R)

Florida’s lawmakers are currently considering numerous proposals that will form
the basis for our representation in Tallahassee and Washington, DC for the next
decade.  With so many online tools at our disposal – email, the Internet and
social media – Floridians are playing a larger role in redistricting than ever
before.

Last week, the Legislature received its 100th map from the public, which is 25
times greater than the number of maps received 10 years ago.  We have
received maps from people in 25 different counties, accounting for 2,600
potential new districts.  These maps have come from Floridians of all walks of life
including students in middle school, high school and college and even senior
citizens.  Since the beginning, our goal has been to make this redistricting
process the most open and transparent process in Florida’s history.  Thanks to
the overwhelming number of Floridians that have taken the time to send us their
input, we are receiving great ideas and have a better understanding of your
concerns.

In keeping with the Sunshine State’s strong commitment to transparency in government, the Florida
Legislature has been working hard to ensure that every citizen can fully participate in this important practice,
giving Floridians unprecedented access to all of the information, tools, and resources needed to impact the
redistricting process.  This summer the Florida Legislature hosted a series of 26 public meetings on
redistricting in communities throughout the state. As a member of the House Redistricting Subcommittee, I
attended many of these meetings throughout the State of Florida and heard from a myriad of individuals with
distinct priorities and opinions.  Collectively, the Legislature heard from nearly 2,000 Floridians who spoke
up and shared ideas that we are now using as part of our redistricting efforts.  This open and transparent
redistricting process is one that, in my opinion, appropriately prioritizes public input from the onset. In fact,
some of the first maps that have been reviewed and considered in the committee process were those crafted
and submitted by the public.

Public comments will still be welcomed and needed throughout the redistricting timeline.  But all comments,
suggestions and ideas must be submitted by November 1.  Anything received after November 1 will likely be
used in response to maps that have already been filed by legislators and legislative committees.
Furthermore, if you would like to submit your own map, you can visit www.floridaredistricting.org to utilize the
House’s MyDistrictBuilderTM application to create a partial or complete map, which you can submit directly to
the Legislature.  With your help, we can continue to ensure the districts we are building are compliant with
state and federal redistricting laws and meet the needs of your communities.

Did you like this? Share it:
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Redistricting should not divide town; our voters share
common interests
Posted: 3:35 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 29, 2011

The Palm Beach Civic Association and The Citizens’ Association of Palm Beach represent more than 6,000
residents in the Town of Palm Beach. Together, we offer two recommendations for the new redistricting
boundaries being determined for our community.

1. The Town of Palm Beach must always be located in just one district. We are one town of 8,100 voters who
share many common interests. For the past 10 years, however, our community has been cut in two by
several district boundaries that run directly through the center of town. This unacceptable design has led to
inadequate representation.

For example, one of our county commissioners is from Jupiter and also represents the entire north end of
Palm Beach County. The other commissioner is from Riviera Beach. Both are based in — and primarily
responsible to — the much larger communities (Jupiter and Riviera Beach) in their districts. This makes it
very difficult for the Town of Palm Beach to get the attention of its elected officials and have its collective
voice heard.

The same is true for the Florida Legislature, where two larger districts contain pieces of Palm Beach.
Splitting our community at any level severely limits our ability to be heard.

2. The Town of Palm Beach must always belong to a coastal district. Our community is located on a 16-mile
barrier island on the Atlantic Ocean. We have much in common with beachfront municipalities that share our
concerns about shore protection, beach erosion and other coastal issues. To be effective, our elected
officials on all levels must grasp our deep interest in protecting our shoreline.

Therefore, we strongly recommend that the Town of Palm Beach always be included in a coastal district. By
uniting with those who live along the ocean, we better ensure that our voice will be heard.

Bob Wright

Chairman and CEO

Palm Beach Civic Association

E. James Ryan

Chairman

Citizens’ Association of Palm Beach
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Public asked to comment on redistricting map proposals
Your letters >

Letters to the editor 
In Print: Sunday, October 30, 2011

Please offer views on redistricting

According to Article 1, Section 2 of the United States
Constitution, the state Legislature must conduct
reapportionment and redistricting every 10 years
based on the decennial census count. Over the last
decade, Florida has seen its population grow by 2.9
million residents.

Pasco County has seen its fair share of population
growth, becoming one of the fastest growing counties
in the state, escalating to over 119,000 residents since
the 2000 Census. Due to this level of growth,
redistricting will have a dramatic affect on new political
boundaries in Pasco County.

The impact of this growth can be seen in both our
state and local legislative district numbers. Specifically,
House District 61, which is now the second highest
populated district in the state, grew in residents by 54
percent over the last 10 years.

In late July, Pasco was the host to one of the first
redistricting public hearings in the state. During this
public hearing, many Pasco residents gave public
testimonies on how our area political boundaries
should be shaped. Since May, more than 100
complete or partial Congressional, House and Senate
maps have been submitted by the public, compared to
only four submitted maps in 2002. The House and Senate Redistricting committees have been reviewing
public comments and will be producing maps based on these public submissions. However, your comments,
suggestions and recommendations are needed on these proposals.

The person who knows your community the best is you. To maximize your voice, please visit
www.floridaredistricting.org to review the maps that have been proposed and submit your comments,
suggestions and changes via e-mail at mydistrictbuilder@myfloridahouse.gov, or contact me directly at
john.legg@myfloridahouse.gov. Please use your voice in helping to shape our district map for the next 10
years.

Rep. John Legg, Port Richey

[Last modified: Oct 29, 2011 10:18 AM]

Copyright 2011 St. Petersburg Times
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Florida lawmakers begin redistricting process
By: WFTS Staff

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. - State lawmakers are starting to draw new maps for the once-a-decade redistricting
process and they have a mountain of material to sort through from Floridians.

But the question remains: Will lawmakers use those ideas or dump them into a political black hole?

This week the deadline passed for people to submit their proposed maps to the Legislature. The final count
is 153 maps.

State lawmakers also held 26 public hearings over the summer to listen to people’s ideas on the subject. So
lawmakers have received a record amount of ideas and now they start drafting their own maps.

The Republican leading the redistricting process in the House is pleased with all the public input. Rep. Will
Weatherford says Floridians are engaged in the process.

"The idea is to not just have one map, but to have multiple options for members of the Legislature to look at,
citizens across the state of Florida and all the interest groups that care about redistricting in Florida,"
Weatherford said.

House Democratic leader Ron Saunders applauds Republicans for having open meetings, but hopes the
final decisions are not made behind closed doors.

"So far it's been open. We hope it continues to be open but in the past, at least 10 years ago when
Republicans were first in charge, a lot of decisions were made behind closed doors. We hope that this time
they'll be more transparent in their discussion, take more of the citizens' input in mind. Just because you
hear people doesn't mean you actually act that way," said Saunders.

State lawmakers plan to unveil their first versions of maps in two weeks.

Copyright 2011 Scripps Media, Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten, or redistributed.
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A smaller Pinellas might not hurt clout in Tallahassee

By Steve Bousquet, Times Columnist 
In Print: Tuesday, November 15, 2011

Pinellas County is special in more ways than one.

In a state that grew by 3 million people in the past decade, Pinellas actually lost population.

The peninsula county that is home to the Tampa Bay Rays, the Salvador Dalí Museum, Fort De Soto Park
and (can't resist) the original Hooters franchise was the only urban county in Florida to see its population
drop since 2000. The only other county that lost population was Monroe in the Keys.

So if Interstate 275 flows a bit faster during rush hour, you know why. The county is largely built out, meaning
it has run out of real estate for new subdivisions.

Pinellas didn't shrink much (by about 5,000 people, for a new total of nearly 917,000), but look around.
Hillsborough attracted 230,000 newcomers in the past decade, and Pasco grew by 120,000.

Up the road, little Levy County attracted more newcomers (6,351) than Pinellas lost (4,953).

Now that legislators are approaching the serious stage of redrawing political district boundaries, that small
population decline could have big implications.

Hillsborough and Pasco stand to get a little more representation; Pinellas stands to get less.

The first thing to know about reapportionment is that each district must contain the same number of people
to the fullest extent possible, while the number of state House and Senate districts will stay the same for the
2012 election and beyond.

At present, based on 2000 data, Pinellas' population entitles it to 6.9 seats in the state House. Under the
new population data, the county gets 5.85 House seats, or the loss of the equivalent of an entire seat. The
county currently is entitled to 2.3 Senate seats, and in 2012 will have 1.9 Senate seats.

The new map, months away from finality, is sure to look very different, and in the end, Pinellas' political
standing in the state Capitol might not change all that much.

Here's why: At present, eight House members represent parts of Pinellas and all but one (Republican Rep.
Richard Corcoran) live in the county. Four of them have all-Pinellas districts.

Republican Rep. Jim Frishe of St. Pete, who's vacating his House seat to run for the Senate seat of the
retiring Dennis Jones, says the population shift gives lawmakers a chance to "square off" House districts
while respecting city boundaries as much as possible. "I don't think it will dim our influence," Frishe says.

Democratic Rep. Darryl Rouson of St. Petersburg has an oddly shaped district that includes parts of
Hillsborough, Manatee and Sarasota counties. There's a reason: As the county's only African-American
House member, Rouson or his successor must be assured of a minority access seat. The black voting-age
population of Rouson's District 55 is 49.4 percent.

A little less representation in Tallahassee might not even be noticed, especially since two of the next three
House speakers are from the region (Will Weatherford of Wesley Chapel and Corcoran of New Port Richey).

But with the possibility of fewer people looking out for them in the Capitol for the next decade, the people of
Pinellas would be wise to realize that it matters more than ever who gets elected to office in 2012.

Steve Bousquet can be reached at bousquet@sptimes.com.
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SayfieReview.com - Featured Column
Redistricting Florida:

Loud, Divergent Citizen Voices Heard in Round One of Public Hearings

Dr. Susan A. MacManus

USF Distinguished University Professor

(with the assistance of Joanna M. Cheshire and Tifini L. Hill

Graduate students in the USF Department of Government & International Affairs)

Any doubts about Florida citizens’ interest in the 2012 round of redistricting and their divergent opinions as
to how it should be done were dispelled at the 26 public hearings held across the state from June 20 to
September 1, 2011 (Round 1), attended by several thousand people. Some speakers focused their
comments on the process itself, while others recommended how, where, and why to actually draw district
lines. There was more consensus on the need to revamp the redistricting process than on the line-drawing
itself. We will soon get a glimpse of which citizen recommendations the legislature heeded most when
legislatively-drawn maps are released for public comment (Round 2) next month. 

Round One: Divergent Opinions

A preliminary content analysis of speeches given at the public hearings allows us a glimpse of the wide-
ranging concerns expressed by concerned Floridians. Some speakers were supportive of the status quo,
while others adamantly insisted on major changes in the composition and shape of congressional and
legislative districts. All, including the 156 who actually submitted maps for legislative consideration, now
anxiously await the release of the legislatively-drawn map proposals to judge just how responsive legislators
were to their recommendations.  

The diversity of opinions and priorities assures that there will be plenty of citizen reaction to the maps during
the next round of public input. A hearing is scheduled for December 6 in Tallahassee but comments will be
accepted viaFacebook, YouTube, Twitter, email, or mail.
In fact, Round 2 of public comments is occurring because of citizen outrage at the absence of maps at the
initial series of hearings, although it is highly likely that had maps already been drawn before citizens had
any input into them, the outcry against the process would have been even louder.

The Redistricting Process: Major Concerns

Many speakers critical of the redistricting process firmly believe that a majority of the legislators
(Republicans) intend to ignore the redistricting standards spelled out in the 2010 “Fair Districts”
amendments (5—legislative; 6—congressional) that were approved by 63% of the Florida electorate. The
standards they identify as the most likely to be circumvented are: compactness, partisan neutrality (district
competitiveness), incumbent neutrality, minority representation, and utilization of existing political and
geographical boundaries.  Compactness was the most often cited, followed by general concerns about
legislative circumvention of the intent of the Fair Districts amendments.

The following is a summary of points made in the first round of redistricting hearings by those who voiced
concerns and/or made recommendations about the process itself.

  Ignoring Will of Voters

Disrespect for citizen-initiated and adopted “Fair Districts” amendments. A number of speakers scolded the
legislators for seemingly ignoring the fact that “the public has spoken loud and clear.” On the other hand,
some expressed concern that there were no clear legal definitions of what constitutes compactness,
community of interest, etc.

The state House joining in a legal battle challenging the constitutionality of Amendment 6 (congressional
redistricting). Some saw this evidence of partisanship (a Republican plot), but more saw it as legislators
thumbing their nose at voter approval of Amendment 6 or found it ridiculous that state funds were being
expended both defending the Amendment (Secretary of State) and challenging it (Florida House of

http://www.sayfiereview.com/featured_column?column_id=41


Representatives): “How can we take taxpayer money and sue the taxpayers and that is what we are doing?”
complained Wallace Haber - Panama City Hearing. This, too, required an explanation by legislative leaders—
which was not an easy task:

“ In regards to litigation, there were several questions about why are taxpayers fighting Amendments V and
VI that have passed. Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart, who is a Republican from Miami, Dade County, along
with a Democratic Congresswoman, Corrine Brown, from Jacksonville, actually are the ones who filed a
lawsuit only in regards to Amendment VI, and it deals with a Federal constitutional issue. It only deals with the
Congressional maps, and it is whether or not the U. S. Constitution had been impeded -- has been impeded
by that constitutional amendment that passed in Florida, and I won't get you into the details, but we will give
you all of the information on that case if you want it. But just so it is clear, the two Congressmen, a
Republican and a Democrat were the ones who originally filed that lawsuit, and I think that is very important. I
think there has been some misinformation out there about that as well.” Rep. Will Weatherford - Panama City
Hearing

A “gag order” limiting legislators’ comments. Early on, some speakers expressed outrage that legislative
leaders in each house had forbidden legislators to comment on proposed plans or public testimony.  This
concern prompted legislative leaders conducting subsequent hearings to rebut this claim:  “There is no gag
order. We have not asked members not to speak, simply we have reminded them that this is a listening tour.
This is one of the few times I have seen in politics where you don't sit back and listen to politicians give
speeches or pontificate for hours and hours on end.” (Rep. Will Weatherford - Pensacola Hearing)

A concern that courts rather than the legislature (elected representatives) will end up drawing the lines.

    Structure/Content of the Hearings

“Where are the maps?” Some citizens expected to be able to react to legislatively-drawn  

  maps at the public hearings. George Gonzalez, who spoke at the Largo hearing shared this sentiment: “I’m
not really here today to give you my opinion about redistricting, how to draw the districts, or to plead that you
create fair districts that more aptly represent the voter composition of our state because I know the money
and time wasted on these meetings is only for show. If you were truly representatives of the voters these
meetings would have been held months ago, and they would surely include maps of suggested districts.”
George Gonzalez-Largo hearing. Others felt just as passionately that soliciting citizen input first was the
proper procedure. Legislative leaders repeatedly defended their “citizens first, legislature second” timetable:

“There should be no preconceptions created by politicians in our view, but rather public testimony should be
free and unrestricted and should come first. In fact, the Chairperson for the Fair Districts campaign, Helen
Freidin, testified before the House and Senate Redistricting Committees that she felt that it would be
absolutely impossible to draw maps before public comment was taken and we certainly agree with Ms.
Freidin with respect to that and are following that advice.” Sen. Don Gaetz- Orlando hearing.

 A suspicion that the redistricting process is not really transparent and that plans have   

  already been drawn in “smoke-filled rooms” out of the sight of the public.

  Timing of the Hearings and Redistricting Process

The crunched timeline was intentionally designed to produce an “incumbency protection plan.” “Florida
deserves elections where the people have time to understand their choices. This timeline benefits only
incumbents and is likely to diminish competitive elections and certainly the time that our voters need to
inform themselves about their choices,” said Deirdre MacNabb of the League of Women's Voters -
Tallahassee Hearing.

Inconvenient hearing times (evenings) for young, working people.

Not enough advance publicity about the hearings.

  Cost: Hearings and Defense of Lawsuits

The hearings cost taxpayers too much for what amounted to just a “listening tour.” Several critics suggested
the funds could have been better used to restore some of the cuts to education and social programs made
by the legislature in its 2011 regular session.

Setting aside millions of dollars to defend the state in lawsuits likely challenging the state’s redistricting maps.
This, too, was cited by a number of speakers as a misuse of state funds.  The frequency with which this



This, too, was cited by a number of speakers as a misuse of state funds.  The frequency with which this
criticism was made prompted legislative leaders presiding at the hearings to make a statement denying this
allegation: “There is no $30 million pot of money. That doesn't exist… Certainly we have to have attorneys,
this process is legal in nature, we have to have staff, so resources are being addressed, but there is no
large pot of money that is out there that is fighting anything.” - Rep. Will Weatherford - Panama City Hearing.

Voter and Candidate Confusion

Massive voter confusion if districts not approved until right before candidate qualifying begins (June 4, 2012).

“Undue pressure on county supervisors of elections and election personnel if district lines not finalized until
late spring. Some even worried aloud of another meltdown of the magnitude of the 2000 election:

“There can be no doubt in your mind how important people’s right to vote is, and how deeply they feel about
the process, and how much they want to be included in the process…Our [Florida State Association of
Supervisors] main concern is time, and you’ve heard several people comment about how confusing it will be
for candidates if we get those lines late next year. And it’s happened before. It’s our responsibility as
Supervisors to conduct impartial and accurate elections for these folks and 11 million voters in Florida. But
you have the authority to move that process along to ensure that we get those lines in plenty of time so that
we can prepare for and be ready for the fall elections. We are perfectly capable of doing that. You heard a
reference to the 2000 Presidential election. It would be shameful if Florida lost all the ground we’ve gained in
the last decade, with all the efforts that have been put into election reform.” Deborah Clark, Pinellas County
Supervisor of Elections (Largo hearing)

Drawing the Lines: Key Concerns and Recommendations

            The most common thread running through all the line-drawing-related recommendations is the need
to place like-minded citizens together in districts, most often expressed as those sharing common economic,
social, or cultural ties. For those concerned about minority representation, some preferred crafting majority
minority districts while others called for merely keeping minorities together, especially when their population
size is insufficient to make up a majority of a district, as did Haitian-American Gepsi Metellus at the Miami
hearing and Patrick Mantiega at the Tampa hearing: 

"I simply want to implore you to allow me an opportunity to elect someone of my choosing; elect someone
who will represent my interests, my needs, my aspirations, my issues; who represents me in terms of
recognizing and understanding my history, my traditions; so who will represent me in terms of ensuring that
my interests, my needs, and aspirations are not in contradiction with those of my next door neighbor;
someone who will reflect the growing population of Miami-Dade County's Haitian-American population. As
you know, we are probably over 500,000 strong in South Florida. I believe Dr. Georges mentioned that we in
fact are about 35 percent of the voters in specifically Congressional district 17. We have a 30 year presence
in Miami-Dade County and [are] very much willing to work towards improving conditions for all of us. So, I ask
you to ensure that you protect those political gains that we've made of the past several years. I want to
implore you to indeed maintain the boundaries as they are such that our interests are protected in the
manner that I've stated." Gepsi Metellus - Miami hearing.

"I'm here to ask that you honor Florida's diversity.  I believe that with a little extra effort the legislature can
make compact contiguous districts that respect concentrations of Hispanic and black minorities.  The
Hispanic community shares a mostly common heritage, culture, and cuisine.  They frequent the same
bodegas and sandwich shops. Hispanic community boundaries should be as important in the redistricting
process as municipal and subdivision boundaries.  The Census shows that Hispanics are the state's largest
minority population, but the population of Hispanic elected officials falls far short of our population
percentage. No prominent Hispanic Congressional district in central or north Florida.  No prominent Hispanic
state Senate district in central of north Florida. The only prominently Hispanic House district is where we
currently sit in district 58. Florida's Hispanic population has grown by leaps and bounds, but sadly the
number of elected officials that share Hispanic heritage, culture, and the love of cafe con leche have not.
 Please rectify this problem."  - Patrick Manteiga - Tampa Hearing

There were, however, several speakers who voiced a concern that too much “packing” on the basis of
race/ethnicity (or political party) can result in claims of racial or partisan gerrymandering. Others worried that
too much focus on keeping racial/ethnic groups together runs counter to the broader goal of diversity and
racial integration. Similarly, some fear that drawing one party-dominated districts is counter to Amendment 5
& 6 standards calling for the creation of partisan-competitive districts.

  Some Key Philosophical and Technical Questions

Multiple legislators for an area v. a single legislator. What gives an area the best representation? Our



analysis to date finds the public pretty divided on this, often on the basis of how often they see a legislator(s)
in their own backyards. Elected officials tend to be more supportive of their community being in multiple
districts than others who testified.

Directional Slicing: What is the best way to draw the lines—vertically (east amd west) or horizontally (north
and south)?  Preferences here seem to be guided by what approach keeps economically-integrated areas
together or separates interior from coastal areas.

Starting point: Where should the drawing begin? In core metropolitan areas? in rural areas? or at the ends
of the state (the more traditional approach)? Strong proponents of protecting minority representation argue
for beginning in densely populated, diverse urban areas. Those focused more on zero deviation tend to
support starting at the state’s ends—similar to starting a jigsaw puzzle by constructing the outer borders.

 Multiple Communities of Interest Identified by Speakers

Racial/ethnic: African American, Haitian, Hispanic/Latino.

Geographic: rural, urban, suburban.

Economic: agriculture; coastal; tourism; military.

Lifestyle: GLBT (gay community).

Ideology: Tea Party; conservative; Liberal.

Political party: Democrat; Republican.

      Socioeconomic: blue collar v. wealthy; retirees v. college town;

Top Priorities For Tying Communities Together

Keep counties/cities together.

Don’t tie rural counties to big cities.

Separate interior from coastal areas.

Draw compact districts—avoid “rat tails,” meandering districts.

Keep constituents closer to representatives.

Keep racial/ethnic communities together to enhance representation.

An excellent example of just how strongly many speakers felt about the need to take into account various
“communities of interest” was the testimony of Sheri Morton:

“I live in unincorporated West Osceola County, a suburb of Orlando near Kissimmee.Osceola County is
currently divided into three Congressional Districts with much of Osceola, including where I live in District 15.
Most of the population of Congressional District 15 is from Brevard and Indian River Counties which are far
away from where I live and with which Osceola shares little in common. Brevard and Indian River Counties
are focused on NASA. In contrast, the focus in Osceola is on metropolitan Orlando, including both Osceola
and Orange Counties. Osceola is a majority minority county with over a quarter of a million people, high
unemployment and urban problems, including transportation, gangs, gridlock on Interstate 4. People in
Osceola generally work in the tourism industry, including theme parks and hotels. Having a Congressman
from far away on the east coast who is focused on NASA, I-95 and the beaches doesn't give my community
the representation we need. With Osceola County broken into three Congressional Districts, the needs of
Osceola's largely Hispanic population are easily ignored by central Florida's Congressmen. Please follow the
Fair District Amendments of Florida's Constitution and keep Osceola County intact in one Congressional
District. Please combine Osceola with Orange County into a Congressional District together that has similar
community interests and populations.”   Orlando hearing

How to Draw Minority Districts: Competing Perspectives

Provide equal opportunity for minority voters to elect their candidates of choice and to participate in the
political process by creating majority minority districts.



Provide equal opportunity for minority voters to elect their candidates of choice and to participate in the
political process by drawing minority access districts. 

Avoid retrogression of minority representation. 

Draw color blind districts

Creating minority districts (whether majority or access) can sometimes be seen as confusing and symbolic of
racism, particularly when district lines give neighbors on opposite sides of the same street different
representatives. An FSU student testifying at the Tallahassee hearing articulated this dilemma well:

“If I cross the street, literally 40 feet from my door I am in someone else's district. I think that it is Rep. Marti
Coley's district. So I mean, we are talking literally 40 feet and it is not like there is a totally different
community between us, it is the same community, the same people. A lot of the folks that live on one side are
predominantly African-American, the other one are students. And so if we have anything that affects us in
this district that has to do with transportation, which is Tennessee Street is a major corridor in Tallahassee,
there is a lot of transportation issues with the city, who do we go talk to? If we are African-American you talk
to Alan Williams and if you are a student you go talk to Marti Coley, and that to me pits these two groups
against each other.” Alex Belloa – Tallahassee Hearing

Need for Lines to Conform to Existing Landmarks and Precincts Lines

Use natural boundaries to avoid voter confusion.

Do not adhere to zero deviation policy if it divides neighborhoods or precincts.

Consider using judicial (Circuit Court) lines.

Draw compact districts. They make it easier for election officials, poll workers, and citizens alike.

When drawing districts, examine all districts (congressional, legislative) collectively to minimize difficulties for
county elections officials and to save taxpayers money:

“I am not super human nor are any of my fellow supervisors, and the projected timeline really does not give
us much time once these districts are adopted and approved. It is about two weeks, and that really isn't
enough time for us to accurately draw new precinct lines, notify the voters, mail ballots, and in sometimes we
are probably going to have to find new voting locations. So if possible, I would love for ya'll to expedite,
compress this process wherever you can so we will have more time to notify our voters. Come Election Day if
they are confused they are not going to be mad at you, they are going to be mad at me. Also, your
redistricting legislative staff and the U.S. Census staff have drawn VTD's [voting districts]. Please use them.
They take into effect communities of common interest, traffic patterns, natural and physical barriers, and
they also provide for compactness, and a compact district is an efficient district when it comes to operating
an election. It saves money.” Mary Jane Arrington, Osceola County Supervisor of Elections (Orlando
hearing)

There needs to be better coordination between Legislature and county elections officials regarding respect
for precinct lines.

The Significance of the Round One Public Redistricting Hearings

The 26 public hearings initially held across the state immediately put the Florida Legislature on the defensive
and served notice that Floridians do not want “politics as usual” when it comes to the 2012 redrawing of
congressional and legislative districts.  The loud voices complaining about some aspects of the process
(citizen input after the proposed maps are released; the timeline crunch) have already been heeded. The
legislative redistricting committees have agreed to speed up the release of the congressional maps and
added an additional period of citizen input. Putting a constitutional amendment before the voters to allow the
Legislature to begin the drawing of the state legislative districts earlier in 2022 is also under serious
consideration.   

At the same time, the hearings highlighted the difficulties legislators will have proving that they have adhered
to each requirement spelled out in the federal Voting Rights Act and Amendments 5 and 6—some of which
obviously conflict with each other. The upcoming Round of citizen input via hearings and social media
promises to spark even more fireworks and to lay bare some deep political, racial/ethnic, and socioeconomic
divisions among the state’s voters.    The political tension was well expressed by Jamie Shepherd a
representative for the League of Women Voters at the Tallahassee hearing when she said, “This is kind of



what we are paying you for, and so as our Governor has succinctly said, “Let's get to work on it.” 

*****************************************************************************

 NOTE:  This research is part of a larger project that will be completed in Spring 2012 and
presented at the biennial Citadel Symposium on Southern Politics in Charleston, S.C.

The THIRD EDITION OF POLITICS IN FLORIDA IS NOW AVAILABLE FROM THE FLORIDA INSTITUTE OF
GOVERNMENT AT FSU.

The book, co-authored by Susan A. MacManus, Aubrey Jewett, Thomas R. Dye, and David J. Bonanza, is a
comprehensive overview of politics in Florida, including the latest on:

  2010 U.S. Census data detailing Florida’s racial and ethnic composition.

  Florida’s economy, including regional breakdowns.

  Public opinion surveys tracking trends in citizen issue preferences.

  Historical voting patterns in presidential, U.S. Senate, congressional, and gubernatorial elections and
statewide referenda.

  Party registration trends.

  Political participation rates, voting systems, and voting rights.

 The state’s 10 media markets.

 Lobbying and interest groups.

  The redistricting process.

  The political significance of the I-4 Corridor.

  Campaign contribution limits—national and state.

  The structure and composition of the state’s legislative, executive, and judicial branches.

  Local governments—county, city, school districts, special districts.

  Key issues facing the state—economic development, the state’s budget, the environment, growth
management, criminal justice, education, social welfare, health care, and offshore drilling.

ORDER LINK  http://iog.fsu.edu/services/research/index.html    Both print and online versions are
available.

http://iog.fsu.edu/services/research/index.html
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Florida NAACP redistricting: New NAACP redistricting maps
may have a familiar look
By Aaron Deslatte, Tallahassee Bureau Chief 10:47 p.m. EST, November 20, 2011

TALLAHASSEE — Republican lawmakers say voters who last year endorsed the anti-gerrymandering Fair
Districts constitutional reforms may be in for a rude awakening when the first drafts of congressional and
legislative maps are released in the coming weeks.

Something akin to: Meet the new maps, same as the old maps.

To protect minority groups, the once-a-decade redrawing may not look that different from today —with
jagged, oblong, or geometrically challenged districts zigzagging across the landscape, irrespective of
municipal and county lines.

"People get frustrated with what they see on the map, but you're going to have some districts that are not
fitting into the nice boxes that people had anticipated," said Senate President Mike Haridopolos , R-Merritt
Island.

The latest proof: the proposed legislative and congressional maps submitted last week by the Florida
chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People , one of the organizations that
backed Fair Districts.

The NAACP maps show congressional, House and Senate districts that look a lot like today's — except for
two new congressional districts gained through reapportionment, one a Hispanic-access seat east and south
of Orlando.

And though a few more congressional and legislative districts might vote Democratic, based on 2010 and
2006 election results, the maps stop well short of major reforms. Consider:

•The number of congressional districts with majority-black voting-age populations would remain at two: the
South Florida districts now held by DemocratsAlcee Hastings and Frederica Wilson .

•Democratic U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown 's district — the poster child for Fair Districts supporters — would still
meander from Jacksonville down to Orange County . Its black voting-age population would drop from 49
percent to 48 percent.

•The three existing Hispanic-majority seats — all in South Florida — would be preserved. A new District 27,
slicing from Orlando southwest to Winter Garden , would be 42 percent Hispanic.

•Despite substantial growth in the state's Hispanic population, the maps would only increase Hispanic-
majority seats in the Florida House from 13 to 14. Black-majority seats would rise from 10 to 12. The Senate
map keeps two black-majority seats and three Hispanic ones.

Democratic lawmakers weren't thrilled by the results — primarily, they said, because many existing districts
didn't follow the Fair Districts standards for compactness and following existing political and geographic
boundaries. The amendments, adopted by 63 percent of voters in 2010, also said districts must be drawn
without the intent of helping or hurting political parties or incumbents.

The 2002 maps "were drawn to preserve incumbency and political parties, so I'm not sure how a map like
[the NAACP] now can comport to what we have now in the constitution," Senate Minority Leader Nan Rich ,
D-Weston, said at a meeting last week.

Senate Reapportionment Chairman Don Gaetz , R-Niceville, said lawmakers wouldn't be "slavish devotees to
the way maps were drawn 10 years ago." But Republicans have argued for months that federal law — and
language in the Fair Districts amendments — prohibits any reduction in the number of black and Hispanic
districts.

http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/politics/os-redistricting-naacp-maps-20111120,0,3809275.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/politics/government/u.s.-senate-ORGOV0000134.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/politics/government/mike-haridopolos-PEPLT002707.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/social-issues/racism/naacp-ORNPR000027.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/politics/parties-movements/democratic-party-ORGOV0000005.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/politics/alcee-l-hastings-PEPLT002772.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/politics/government/frederica-wilson-PEPLT007964.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/politics/corrine-brown-PEPLT000730.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/us/florida/duval-county/jacksonville-%28duval-florida%29-PLGEO100101018611235.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/us/florida/orange-county-%28florida%29-PLGEO100100410000000.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/us/florida/orange-county-%28florida%29/winter-garden-PLGEO100100410210000.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/politics/nan-h-rich-PEPLT005507.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/politics/government/don-gaetz-PEPLT00008249.topic
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/politics/parties-movements/republican-party-ORGOV0000004.topic


For months, including during their summerlong hearings across the state, the Republicans in charge of
redistricting had dared Fair Districts supporters to draw maps of their own and show how the apparently
conflicting standards could be reconciled.

The NAACP is the first group to do so. Leon Russell, chairman of the Florida State NAACP Legislative
Committee, said the group filed maps "in order to ensure a foothold in the discussions on redistricting going
forward."

"We intend to be players in this process, and we wanted to ensure that we had a voice in the process," he
said.

In 1992 and 2002, black Democrats joined Republicans to draw maps more likely to elect minorities. That
alliance also allowed Republicans to draw surrounding House, Senate and congressional districts more likely
to elect GOP candidates.

It worked. Republicans dominate the state's congressional delegation, 19 to 6, while holding more than two-
thirds of the seats in both houses of the 160-member Legislature.
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Florida Senate redistricting
proposal for state senate
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Proposed redistricting map breaks Manatee and Sarasota
into two senate districts | November 29, 2011 | Jeremy
Wallace
While Sarasota and Manatee would mostly be together in one Congressional
district under a proposed redistricting plan, the counties would be in completely
different districts in the state senate.

Under maps released on Monday, State Sen. Mike Bennett’s present District 21,
which stretches from Bradenton into eastern Sarasota, would instead stop at
University Parkway and include most of Manatee County. Instead of driving
south all the way to Lee County, District 21 would shoot north into eastern
Hillsborough County and pick up even parts of western Polk County.

Bennett, R-Bradenton, is not running for re-election to the district because of
term limits. The only announced candidate in the race, Bradenton’s Bill
Galvano, said he likes the way the district looks, even though part of the district
would actually include part of Interstate 4 in Polk County. Galvano said he
thought the district might include part of Sarasota, but is nonetheless happy
with a district that has most of Manatee in one district.

Further south, State Sen. Nancy Detert’s District 23 would be all of Sarasota County combined with part of
Charlotte County, mostly the northern and eastern section of Charlotte Harbor. No longer would her district
include the norther section of Longboat Key, which made her part of the Manatee County delegation.

Detert, R-Venice, is running for re-election in 2012. No other candidates have filed to run for the seat.

Both districts would have about 470,000 people in them, the ideal size to make each of the state 40 senate
districts equal in size.

From the start, it was clear big changes were coming to the districts because of the population shifts over the
last 10 years. Bennett’s current District 21 has about 530,000 people in it according to the 2010 U.S. Census
results. Bennett’s district had to reduce its size by 60,000 people.

Meanwhile, Detert’s present District 23 had about 458,000 people – short about 11,000 people.

The configuration is not good news for former State Sen. Pat Neal, who has openly talked about running for
the state senate again. Neal, who represent Manatee County in the 1980s, said at one point he thought it
was possible that Lakewood Ranch and eastern parts of Manatee and Sarasota could be fused into one
district while coastal areas of the two counties would be put together in another. That could have put
Galvano and Detert in the same district in 2012.

Check out the proposed Senate maps at this link.

http://htpolitics.com/2011/11/29/proposed-redistricting-map-breaks-manatee-and-sarasota-into-two-senate-districts/
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Redistricting proposal by Florida's GOP-run Senate doesn't
look good for U.S. Rep. West
AP

The Republican party's plan to
redraw district boundaries for U.S.
House seats may make it tougher for
Allen West (R) to win re-election. 

By John Kennedy

Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

Updated:
9:49 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2011

Posted:
7:07 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2011

TALLAHASSEE — U.S. Rep. Allen
West, a political lightning rod since
his election last fall, was catching
some static Wednesday as Democrats predicted his political days may be numbered under his own
Republican Party's plan for redrawing congressional boundaries.

West's District 22, which straddles Broward and Palm Beach counties, has toggled between Republicans and
Democrats three times since district lines were last drawn in 2002. And Democrats say the congressional
map unveiled Tuesday by the GOP-controlled state Senate includes enough challenges for West that 2012
could be the Democrats' turn -- again.

"If there is a GOP loser in redistricting, it is West," said Steve Schale, a Democratic consultant who directed
President Obama's campaign in Florida in 2008.

The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee affirmed its focus Wednesday on West, airing a radio
spot in South Florida blasting the first-term lawmaker for supporting tax breaks for upper-income households
and opposing Obama's approach to deficit reduction.

"While this is the first step in a redistricting process that is far from over, voters are going to hold Allen West
accountable for pushing an extreme agenda that is out of touch with his district," said Adam Hodge, a
committee spokesman.

Republicans discount any talk of a West defeat.

But some concede the fiery former Army officer's re-election fight won't be easy. And he would not be helped
by a redistricting proposal that appears to strip his district of an area of Republican-leaning northern Palm
Beach County while adding areas from Democratic-rich Broward.

"There's no disputing that he has a tough race ahead of him," said Brian Hughes, a spokesman for the
Florida Republican Party. "But if the voters in that district want a clear, consistent conservative, Col. West is
their candidate."

The only Republican member of the Congressional Black Caucus, West defeated two-term, Democratic U.S.
Rep. Ron Klein of Boca Raton in 2010, as Democrats endured their worst national midterm election defeat in
70 years.

West has already built a $4 million campaign war chest, but is being challenged by a pair of Democrats,
former West Palm Beach Mayor Lois Frankel and Broward businessman Patrick Murphy, both also well-
financed.

http://www.palmbeachpost.com/news/state/redistricting-proposal-by-floridas-gop-run-senate-doesnt-2004966.html
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/services/staff/john-kennedy-contact-information-articles-and-rss-feed-1272717.html


West's current district is divided almost equally between Democratic and Republican voters. But it looks
almost certain to be redrawn with a more Democratic tilt.

Fellow Republicans, and political geography, are to blame.

His coastal district is largely hemmed in by the Atlantic Ocean and neighboring districts held by Democratic
members of Congress.

Among the few bright spots in the proposed plan is that West's home in Plantation would actually finally be
included in his district. West's home currently makes him a constituent of U.S. Rep. Debbie Wasserman
Schultz, who doubles as chair of the Democratic National Committee.

The two sparred fiercely last summer amid Congress' debt-ceiling fight, with West at one point telling
Wasserman Schultz in an email that she was "vile, unprofessional and despicable."

But the Senate's redrawn boundaries also would push West's District 22 deeper into Democratic-rich
Broward by giving it an area of what is now Wasserman Schultz's district and having it exchange some areas
with the district of Democrat Ted Deutch of Boca Raton.

At the same time, District 22 would lose Republican-heavy areas of Palm Beach Gardens and communities
west of Florida's Turnpike from suburban Gardens to suburban West Palm Beach, with most of those voters
being steered into Tequesta Republican Tom Rooney's district.

A precise count of Democratic and Republican voters was unavailable, because the Senate completed its
first round of mapmaking without making public the partisan balance of the proposed 27 congressional
districts.

But the boundary changes gave rise Wednesday to speculation by Republican consultants that West might
consider leaving District 22 -- to challenge Rooney in District 16.

Jonathan Blyth, West's chief of staff, said it was far too early to gauge what final maps will be approved by
both the courts and state Legislature, which reconvenes in January.
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Fla. House, Senate cooperating on redistricting - Florida
Wires
Posted on Saturday, 12.03.11

Posted on Saturday, 12.03.11

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. -- Florida House and Senate redistricting panels will work off the other's map for its own
chamber.

House Reapportionment Committee Chairman Will Weatherford said Friday that he'd follow the Senate's
example.

The Wesley Chapel Republican noted that the Senate this week released proposed Senate and
congressional district maps but did not draft one for the House.

Weatherford said the House will likewise not draft its own map for the Senate. It will release only House and
congressional proposals on Tuesday.

In a memo to his committee members, he wrote that the House will work off the Senate's proposal for that
chamber's districts.

Weatherford added that the House also will consider a Senate a map submitted by the Florida State
Conference of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.

http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/12/03/2529552/fla-house-senate-cooperating-on.html
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Polk could lose in redistricting
Published: Sunday, December 4, 2011 at 7:17 a.m.

Now we wait for the Florida House Redistricting Committee to submit its plan.

The plan proposed by the state Senate's Redistricting Committee is a disaster for Polk County.

The plan threatens to weaken Polk's voice in Tallahassee and in Washington, D.C.

The new districts are being drawn after the 2010 census that showed population shifts.

The state picked up enough population to gain two seats in the U.S. House, while the state Senate and
House districts have to be redrawn to keep their populations approximately equal.

The state Senate committee's plan would replace the three Senate districts now in Polk with four.

But the danger, and the damage, comes from the fact that only one of those four seats would be based in
Polk, instead of the two that now have the majority of their voters in the county.

Politicians whose districts are not based in Polk County will not be as in tune with the county's needs and
goals as politicians whose future is dependent on the county's voters.

Whether you agree that the University of South Florida Polytechnic should become an independent
university or not, it is questionable whether the breakaway would have ever won the tentative approval if
Sen. J.D. Alexander's district had not been based in Polk.

And it is also unlikely that the new campus off of Interstate 4 and the Polk Parkway would have been funded
if the senator from Polk County had not been willing to push it.

A senator with a voting base in another county probably would not have pushed it.

Under the Senate committee's plan that is exactly what is about to happen -- the district voting base will move
south, reducing the number of Polk voters to 22 percent of the total.

That means the senator representing that district stands much less of a chance of being from Polk than now,
or being vitally interested in what matters to this county.

The plan for the new congressional district would deprive Polk of having the majority of voters in a district.

Right now, the 12th District covers most of Polk County, which supplies the majority of voters. Two other
districts -- the 5th and the 15th -- cover small portions of Polk. Those members of Congress are based in
other counties with their attention and concerns focused outside of Polk.

Polk has enjoyed having a representative from the county who is attuned to the county's needs and goals.

The new plan could easily end that. The new plan would split the county among four congressional district,
none of which would have a majority of Polk voters.

The 12th District would only have 25 percent of the voters under the new plan. The other districts would
apparently have fewer than that.

State Rep. Kelli Stargel, R-Lakeland, who wants to run for the state Senate, blames two new constitutional
amendments for this state of affairs.

Voters approved Amendments 5 and 6, called the Fair Districts Amendments, last November to take some of
the nastier parts of politics out of redistricting.

The goal was to keep state lawmakers from drawing districts that meander all over the state to protect
members of their party and to increase their chances of winning elections.

The Democrats did it when they were in power. The Republicans are doing it now.

http://www.newschief.com/article/20111204/NEWS/112045005?template=printart


Stargel said, "You try to keep communities and counties together (as required by the amendments) but as
you work into the center of the state, there is this big county (Polk) that gets divided up for everyone else."

Perhaps the problem is not with the amendments but that the committee worked from the outside of the state
toward the middle.

Fortunately, the process is not over.

This is just the Senate committee's proposal. It still must go through the legislative process and be approved
by the Legislature.

The committee's proposal for state Senate and congressional districts can be found on line at
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Redistricting/Plan/s000c9002.

You can contact Sen. J.D. Alexander at 863-679-4847 or 800-444-9747. His email is
alexander.jd.web@flsenate.gov. His mail address is 201 W. Central Ave., City Hall Complex, Room115,
Lake Wales, FL 33853.

Sen. Paula Dockery can be contacted at 863-413-2900 or 866-248-6487. Her email is
dockery.paula.web@flsenate.gov. Her mail address is 101 W. Main St., Suite 110, Lakeland, FL
33815.

We still have to hear from the House Redistricting Committee, which is expected to release its plan
later this month.
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State House redistricting plans keep Sunshine Skyway-
spanning district intact (Updated)
By Cooper Levey-Baker | 12.06.11 | 1:06 pm

After months of public input and research, the Florida House’s redistricting
committee today unveiled its first proposals for how to redraw the state’s
congressional and state House district lines. At first glance, one detail stands out:
The committee has chosen to maintain the controversial Tampa Bay district that
spans the Sunshine Skyway bridge in order to group together the area’s minority
voters.

The district in question (No. 70 on the new maps) bears a close resemblance to
the current District 55, represented in Tallahassee by Democrat Darryl Rouson.
As I wrote last year, Rouson’s district was at the very heart of the debate over
gerrymandering in Florida:

The Sunshine Skyway Bridge arcs high over the entrance to Tampa Bay,
on a clear day offering views of Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg, the
skyline of downtown Tampa and the tip of Anna Maria Island. It also
offers the only physical connection between the two major chunks of land that make up
Florida House District 55 — a populous chunk of southern St. Pete and the slender stretch of
territory that snakes from western Hillsborough down through Palmetto and downtown
Bradenton into Newtown, the heart of Sarasota’s African-American community.

The common denominator? Race. The population of District 55 is 55 percent African-
American (.pdf).

Such districts — drawn without geographic logic, in order to group together the greatest
number of minority votes — lie at the very center of the debate over the proposed state
constitutional Amendments 5 and 6, which seek to establish basic rules for how the legislature
must draw district lines when it enters the next round of reapportionment in 2012.

Amendments 5 and 6, of course, passed last November, creating new restrictions on how the Legislature can
redraw district lines. But if the new maps issued today are any indication, Tampa Bay’s Sunshine Skyway-
connected district will largely stay the same, which is unlikely to make many in Sarasota’s African-American
community happy:

“The way District 55 is cut up is disheartening for a lot of people who live in the south part of
that district, because they feel like they’ve never been properly represented,” says Rev.
Charles McKenzie, a Democrat who ran against and lost to the district’s current Democratic
representative, Darryl Rouson, twice in 2008.

In his 2008 campaigns, McKenzie touted his Sarasota roots, telling the Sarasota Herald-
Tribune that he was the only candidate “who has lived and worked and served in every part of
this district,” not just north of the Sunshine Skyway, a jab at the St. Pete-based Rouson.

After Rouson’s victory, a Herald-Tribune editorial issued a “plea” for Rouson to pay attention
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to his south-of-the-Skyway constituents:

Don’t use up all your energy on your St. Petersburg base. Voters there form
the majority of District 55, but the boundaries also include disadvantaged
neighborhoods in Manatee and Sarasota counties. These south-of-Tampa-Bay
communities deserve a strong advocate in Tallahassee.

McKenzie says Rouson “has probably done more than anyone in the past” to engage
Sarasota’s District 55 residents, but he calls the district borders a “raw deal” for those citizens.
“They don’t feel like resources are being allocated to them to deal with things like youth
unemployment,” McKenzie says. “They don’t feel that their representative has dedicated the
time that is needed.”

During an August public hearing about the redistricting process, many called for the Newtown community to
be separated from Rouson’s district, but four residents did ask the Florida lawmakers in attendance to keep
their neighborhood connected to the St. Pete-based district.

According to statistics released with the new maps, the black population in the proposed District 70 stands at
48 percent.

Update:

The Buzz is reporting that Rouson cautioned Floridians from reading too much into the maps
released today. The proposals are just that: proposals, which are sure to be tweaked as the
process moves along.

“Put away the Maalox and the Pepto Bismol,” Rouson reportedly said. “These are not the maps.
These maps are just fodder for discussion and for creating angst.”

Follow Cooper Levey-Baker on Twitter
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House redistricting plan hurts Vern Buchanan | December 6,
2011 | Jeremy Wallace
U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan’s re-election could be complicated if the Florida House continues with proposed
redistricting maps like the ones it submitted for the first time on Tuesday.

The Florida House proposed six variations of how to handle the state’s 27 congressional districts and every
one includes adding more than 19,000 voting-age people in heavily Democratic voting areas into
Buchanan’s current district, while subtracting Republican-voting areas.

Buchanan, R-Longboat Key, won his first election in 2006 by just 369 votes. But under the proposed
redistricting map, Buchanan would have lost the district by more than 5,000 votes.

Buchanan’s announced opponent for 2012, Sarasota Democrat Keith Fitzgerald, said the proposed lines
appear to be more favorable for him, but added it is far too early in redistricting to get too excited or too
disappointed in any proposals.

The Florida House also proposed maps that would lead to a dramatic shake-up of the state legislative
delegation.

• State Reps. Ray Pilon, and Doug Holder, both Sarasota Republicans, would be pitted against each other in
one House district.

• State Rep. Ken Roberson, R-Port Charlotte, would no longer represent any of North Port under any of
the proposed district maps.

• In each of the five maps, State Rep. Darryl Rouson, D-St. Petersburg, would continue representing parts of
Bradenton, Palmetto and Sarasota’s Newtown communty.

• State Rep. Jim Boyd, R-Bradenton, would see his district expand south to include much of downtown
Sarasota and Lido Key.

The plans are far from complete. The Florida Senate proposed redistricting maps last week that have very
different proposals for Buchanan’s congressional district. Ultimately the House and Senate have to agree on
one version next year.
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House map pits 11 incumbents against each other in MD
and Broward
The Florida House's first attempt at mapping out the new districts of the 120-member chamber has produced
five maps, all of them pitting incumbents against each other in a potential free-for-all to preserve their seats.
Story here. For maps look here.

Of the 107 incumbents in the House, there are 37 Democrats and 70 Republicans but the House
forces Democrats into the same district in nine seats in nearly all five plans. We analyzed Plan
H000H9015, but nearly all of the maps treat Miami Dade the same. The most competitive matchup: a three-
way fight in proposed Miami District 108, where three Democrats -- Daphne Campbell, John Julien
and Barbara Watson -- are pitted against each other.

The same map also pits a Democrat and Republican against each other in five districts, including a three-
way fight in Pinellas with two Republicans against a Democrat in St. Petersburg. And, to prove they have
spared no one, the House plan also pits Republicans against each other in 10 districts.

In addition to the three-way shoot out in Miami, here's a rundown of the impact of these maps on Miami-Dade
and Broward districts according to the analysis by the Herald/Times, led by researcher Darla Cameron:

* District 99 in Miami: Elaine Schwartz, D, against Perry Thurston, D.

* District 100 in Miami Beach and South Broward: Joe Gibbons, D, against Evan Jenne, D.

* District 110 in Miami: Eddy Gonzalez, R, against Jose Oliva, R.

* District 116 in Miami: Jose Diaz, R, against Ana Rivas Logan, R.

There are also several proposed House districts with no incumbent:

Broward:

* Dist. 94 in Ft. Lauderdale and Plantation: 67.79% Democrat, 13.73% Republican, 18.49% Independent,
35.43% White, 51.21% Black, 5.75% Hispanic.

* Dist. 97 in western Coral Springs and Tamarac the Broward County line: 50.61% Democrat, 23.74%
Republican, 25.64% Independent, 64.28% White, 12.70% Black, 14.68% Hispanic.

* Dist 104 in Weston to western Pembroke Pines: 43.99% Democrat, 29.94% Republican, 26.02%
Independent, 51.33% White, 9.28% Black, 30.10% Hispanic.

Miami-Dade:

* Dist. 101 in Hollywood, eastern Pembroke Pines, eastern Miramar: 61.21% Democrat, 16.93% Republican,
21.84% Independent, 36.82% White, 32.15% Black, 22.88% Hispanic.

* Dist. 102 from Miami Gardens to Pembroke Pines and Miramar: 66.60% Democrat, 13.57% Republican,
19.81% Independent, 14.12% White, 53.05% Black, 25.27% Hispanic.

* Dist. 103 from the middle of Miramar, to Hialeah: 34.84% Democrat, 35.88% Republican, 29.22%
Independent, 11.90% White, 9.56% Black, 70.92% Hispanic.

* Dist. 105 from western Miramar to Doral, west to Verona Walk and Lely Resort in Collier County: 32.85%
Democrat, 36.82% Republican, 30.25% Independent, 30.70% White, 7.89% Black, 54.81% Hispanic.

* Dist 108 in Miami Shores to north Miami and Pinewood: 72.11% Democrat voters, 9.58% Republican
voters, 18.36% Independent voters, 15.44% White, 59.53% Black, 17.21% Hispanic.
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First House maps would create a free-for-all
The state House released its first maps of proposed new Congressional and House districts Tuesday and at
first glance, the proposals appear to maximize minority voting rights at the expense of incumbent lawmakers.
One of five state House maps creates 10 House districts that would pit Republicans against each other,
seven districts where two incumbent Democrats would face each other, and four others that would pit a
sitting Republican against a sitting Democrat.

Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, the panel's chairman, said the maps were created by staff
members based on public input at 26 hearings around the state, and were drawn without regard to where
incumbents live. Rather, he said, the goal was to follow federal and state law, reflect public input and keep
counties and cities intact as fully as possible. The House maps are all online.

One result is a St. Petersburg-based seat, a new District 69, where three members live: Republicans Larry
Ahern and Jim Frishe and Democrat Rick Kriseman. (Frishe is running for a Senate seat next fall). In South
Florida, the House maps would pit Democrats Joe Gibbons and Evan Jenne against each other in one
Broward seat; Democrats Eileen Schwartz and Perry Thurston against each other in another; and in Miami-
Dade, three African-American lawmakers would be in the same minority-access seat. They are Reps.
Daphne Campbell, John Patrick Julien and Barbara Watson.

Weatherford says the result proves the House is drawing maps without favoring a party or an incumbent,
as Amendments 5 and 6 to the state Constitution require. "We do this once a decade," Weatherford said. "It
has to be done right. It has to be done legally. It has to be done transparently."

Few seriously consider the maps to be the final product. Reapportionment plans must be reviewed by courts
for legal sufficiency. "Put away the Maalox and the Pepto Bismol," said Rep. Darryl Rouson, D-St.
Petersburg. "These  are not the maps. These maps are just fodder for discussion and for creating angst."

-- Steve Bousquet

http://miamiherald.typepad.com/nakedpolitics/2011/12/first-house-maps-would-create-a-free-for-all.html#ixzz1fn4VV0mw
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Redistricting/Redistricting2012.aspx


weblogs.sun-sentinel.com http://weblogs.sun-
sentinel.com/news/politics/dcblog/2011/12/check_out_the_legislatures_new.html

Check out the Legislature's new redistricting maps | Florida
Politics
TALLAHASSEE -- The Florida House released its first drafts of congressional and legislative maps Tuesday
as part of the long and politically perilous process of carving out new electoral turf.

Unlike the Senate, the House opted to float essentially a buffet-menu of options for districts that would
appear to increase Hispanic representation – as well as safer Republican-leaning seats.

But in the same vein, the new political landscape would appear to give a slight advantage to Democrats,
although not a huge one.

The seven proposals for congressional districts and five proposals for House districts won’t get a committee
vote until perhaps the first week of the 60-day legislative session that starts in January.

And groups that pushed for anti-gerrymandering reforms are still expected to sue on the grounds that they
don’t adhere closely enough to Amendments 5 and 6, which created new standards for drawing compact
seats that don’t protect parties or incumbents.

But the maps are a first concrete interpretation from the chamber of how the Fair Districts amendments could
play out in real life.

Out of the five proposals for House maps released Tuesday, all would increase the number of districts with
more registered Democrats than Republicans.

Out of the 120 current House districts, 63 are GOP seats by registration. The five proposals would have an
average of 60.4 seats would be GOP-leaning by registration.

More of the seats would have gone to Democratic gubernatorial candidate Alex Sink last year, and the 2008
presidential contest would have produced roughly the same split, with President Obama winning the votes in
54 of them and Republican John McCain winning 66.

Here's an easy-to-use interactive map of all the plans that have come out. The maps can show the break-
down of districts by party, partisan performance in past elections, and race/ethnicity.
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Redistricting plan creates competitive races - Florida
By STEVE BOUSQUET, DARLA CAMERON and MARY ELLEN KLAS

Posted on Tuesday, 12.06.11

Posted on Tuesday, 12.06.11

TALLAHASSEE -- The Florida House’s first attempt at redrawing its districts would force dozens of
incumbents to run against each other in Tampa Bay and South Florida next fall.

Such a scenario could end the careers of many lawmakers. For that reason, even Democrats dismissed the
maps as a theatrical first step in a reapportionment fight they say is destined to be decided by the courts.

But Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, chairman of the House Reapportionment Committee, says the
maps show the House’s commitment to create compactly-drawn districts and maintain the rights of minority
voters to elect candidates of their choice without protecting parties or incumbents, as two voter-approved
redistricting amendments require.

“What the Constitution says is that we cannot show an intent to favor or disfavor an incumbent,” Weatherford
said. “The only way to do that is to look at the state blindly.”

Of five map versions released Tuesday by the House, the one with the most potential incumbent showdowns
has 24 such races, including 10 between Republicans, eight between Democrats and six between
incumbents of both parties, affecting more than a third of the House membership. The maps are online at
myfloridahouse.gov.

Pinellas, the state’s only urban county that lost population in the past decade, stands to lose some
representation. The initial House maps would place two Pinellas lawmakers in the same St. Petersburg
district.

Democrat Rick Kriseman and Republican Larry Ahern are in a new District 69 that is also home to Rep. Jim
Frishe, R-St. Petersburg, but he’s running for a yet-to-be-drawn Pinellas Senate seat. Ahern is a freshman
and Kriseman is often outspoken in his criticism of the Republican agenda.

Kriseman said he sees it as inevitable that some incumbents are going to have to face each other next fall.

“We knew one district in Pinellas was going to go away,” Kriseman said. “Somebody was going to be in with
somebody, and in this version it’s Larry and I. But ultimately, this isn’t what they’re going to look like.”

The maps also put three black Miami lawmakers in the same district: first-term Democrats Daphne Campbell,
John Patrick Julien and Barbara Watson.

In South Broward, Democratic Reps. Evan Jenne of Dania Beach and Joe Gibbons of Hallandale Beach
would have to run against each other.

“They’ve destroyed my district,” said Gibbons, an African-American first elected in a majority-white district in
2006.

Gibbons said the first House maps are a starting point in the politically-charged, high-stakes redistricting
process and he isn’t taking them seriously.

“In any negotiation, you go to the extreme, so you have something to negotiate with,” said Gibbons.

The House maps also would create a new district to favor African-American voters in Orlando and two new
majority Hispanic House seats in Kissimmee and Palm Beach County.

“We’ve seen Hispanic population grow in certain pockets around the state, like Central Florida. Our maps will
reflect that growth,”

Weatherford said. The House also released seven congressional map options, each of which follows a
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Senate plan by creating new Hispanic-dominated congressional seats in Central Florida.

The Senate redistricting panel on Tuesday moved a step closer to passing its plans for state Senate and
congressional districts, with lawmakers having until Jan. 11 to offer amendments and a final floor vote set for
Jan. 17.

The debate exposed intra-party struggles as Senate Democratic Leader Nan Rich, D-Weston, could
persuade only three of the eight Democrats on the Senate redistricting panel to vote against maps she said
were unconstitutional.

If the House can match the Senate timetable, lawmakers hope to complete maps in the first month of the 60-
day session and send them to the Florida Supreme Court for review, giving legislators ample time to rework
them if the court rejects them.

Thanks to technology and more than two dozen hearings statewide, Florida residents have had more input
on reapportionment than ever.

More than 500 people sent email or phone responses to the Senate’s website, flsenate.gov. Many people
called to commend senators for keeping more counties intact than the current districts.

Steve Bousquet can be reached at bousquet@tampabay.com or (850) 224-7263 .
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Southwest Florida shut out for new congressional district »
Naples Daily News
TALLAHASSEE — The Florida House and Senate agree, so far, that Southwest Florida will not receive one
of two new congressional districts the state gains because of population growth.

Though the redistricting debate is only beginning, seven congressional maps released by a House of
Representatives committee Tuesday are similar to a Senate proposal offered last week and passed Tuesday
to the full Senate.

“Our population did not just explode,” said Rep. Kathleen Passidomo, R-Naples, who is on the Florida House
of Representatives’ Congressional Redistricting Subcommittee. “It grew tremendously, but not as much as
the central part of the state and the Palm Beach area.”

Aside from lopping off Port Charlotte and Lehigh Acres, the proposals would otherwise leave the district now
held by U.S. Rep. Connie Mack much the same as it has existed since 2002.

Some Southwest Florida leaders have pointed to the region’s sharp population growth, calling on legislators
to grant the area another district. But the Senate congressional map introduced Tuesday placed both new
districts in Central Florida.

The House maps also created a greater concentration of districts in Central Florida.

“If you’re going to be true to where the growth is, and not be political in nature, I think that you need to
consider” giving Southwest Florida another district, Lee County Commissioner Tammy Hall said Tuesday.

Hall has announced she is running for the seat Mack will vacate next year as he seeks to oust incumbent
Democrat Bill Nelson in the U.S. Senate. She and Sanibel Island resident Chauncey Goss, the son of former
U.S. Rep. Porter Goss, are the best known of the congressional candidates, and neither said their
campaigns would be affected by the maps currently on the table.

Lee County and Collier County grew by about 29 percent and 21 percent, respectively, between 2000 and
2010. With a population of 618,754, Lee County could nearly stand on its own as one of Florida’s 27
congressional districts, each of which must include 696,344 people.

Nonetheless, Dudley Goodlette, a former state representative from Naples who has closely watched this
redistricting process, says splitting District 14 may not be practical for Collier County. It has a much smaller
population than Lee County, and a district there might have to snake outside Southwest Florida to pick up
more people, he said.

“I thought the map of District 14 was pretty reasonable, and I thought it was consistent with the (public)
testimony that I heard,” Goodlette said.

Each decade, the Legislature redraws state House, Senate and U.S. congressional districts, reshaping the
way Floridians are represented based on population changes. Florida voters passed two amendments that
require lawmakers to ignore incumbents and parties and to draw districts as compact as possible.

A Senate committee released its proposed congressional and Senate maps Nov. 28. The Senate and House
agreed not to file proposals for the other’s chamber.

Tuesday the House committee released a slew of maps — seven for the Congress, five for the state House.
The Southwest Florida districts were not substantively different across each set of maps, though the maps
varied in other parts of the state.

Under the House map proposals, the demographics of the Naples and Fort Myers congressional district
would remain virtually unchanged, with nearly the same proportions of white, black and Hispanic voters.

Upon glancing at the House committee’s five House district maps, Tim Durham, chief deputy supervisor of
elections in Collier County, said they are commendable statewide but appear jagged in Collier County.

In each of the five maps, Golden Gate city and parts of Lely are roped into District 105, an area reaching to
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the outer suburbs of Miami, similar to Rep. Jeanette Nuñez’s 112th District.

Areas of northern Collier County now represented by Matt Hudson would become more rural, encompassing
all of Hendry County in a district that does not stretch to suburban parts of Broward County.

“My gut reaction is it looks to me on a statewide level that they did try to conform to the county boundaries
pretty well,” Durham said. “I’m not so crazy about what they did to Collier County necessarily. To me it looks
like it’s not as regular. It looks a little more uneven than I would have done if I had drawn them myself.”

As part of committee meetings this week, House members will review the 12 maps Thursday, but any votes
will likely take place next month when the 2012 legislative session begins.
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House redistricting committee unveils plans | redistricting,
tallahassee, unveils
STAFF AND WIRE REPORT

TALLAHASSEE — A Florida Senate committee voted on Tuesday to introduce congressional and Senate
redistricting plans that put a priority on protecting minority representation but that critics say are too
protective of incumbents and Republican majorities.

The House Redistricting Committee, meanwhile, unveiled an array of options — five maps for its own
chamber and seven for Congress.

Both of Bay County’s state representatives, Jimmy Patronis, R-Panama City, and Marti Coley, R-Marianna,
would be affected by the five House proposals. The proposed boundaries for Patronis’ House District 6 are
more concentrated in the southern Bay County area, rather than reaching east into Gulf and Franklin
counties. And Coley’s proposed District 7 extends farther into the inland Panhandle than her current district.

Both Republican-controlled chambers are far from finished. Subcommittees will discuss the House proposals
on Thursday but no votes are expected then.

The Senate Reapportionment Committee is set to take another look at its proposals on Jan. 11, a day after
the 2012 legislative begins. A Senate floor vote is set for Jan. 18.

The Senate committee plan voted on Tuesday

The plan

Democratic Leader Nan Rich of Weston voted against introducing the Senate’s redistricting plans, but only
two other Democrats joined her. Each vote was 23-3, with 17 Republicans and six Democrats in favor.

The proposals would violate two anti-gerrymandering amendments to the Florida Constitution that voters
adopted last year, Rich said. The amendments prohibit drawing lines to benefit incumbents or political
parties.

Rich noted 63 percent of voters cast ballots for Amendments 5 and 6.

“We were directed by them to allow the voters to select their elected officials and not the other way around,”
she said. “Unfortunately, I don’t think we have made it to that standard.”

She said the proposed maps look too much like the existing ones. Rich cited three Senate districts she
believes fail to comply with the standards, including hers although she cannot seek re-election next year
because of term limits. Rich said it appeared the only incumbents not protected were those who are term-
limited.

Republican Sen. Joe Negron of Stuart rebutted Rich, saying she hadn’t presented any facts to support her
allegations.

“There’s been no evidence our process has been tainted any way by political considerations,” Negron said.

Rich reminded the panel she gave three specific examples without even going into the congressional map.
She said she hoped to offer amendments to correct the alleged problems in January.

The committee’s chairman, Sen. Don Gaetz, noted senators could have proposed amendments Tuesday but
none did.

“I’ve been waiting five months to say this: ‘Show us the map,’” said Gaetz, R-Niceville.

The Senate panel purposely didn’t include political data such as voter registration by party in its redistricting
software although the House did. Senate committee staffers, though, met individually with senators before
drawing up the proposed maps.

The Fair District amendments also prohibit lines from being drawn “with the intent or result of denying or
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abridging the equal opportunity of racial or language minorities to participate in the political process or to
diminish their ability to elect representatives of their choice.”

A secondary requirement is for districts to be compact and “where feasible, utilize existing political and
geographical boundaries.”

Florida will gain two congressional seats, bringing its total to 27, due to population growth next year. The
Senate congressional map would create both new districts in central Florida.

One would be 40 percent Hispanic, mostly Puerto Ricans who lean Democratic. The other new district would
have a GOP slant and include The Villages, a large retirement community that’s a hotbed of tea party
activism.

The Senate’s map of its own chamber also would give Hispanics a chance to pick up a central Florida seat.
The redrawn lines would create a district there that’s more than half Hispanic.

The Senate panel voted after hearing live, recorded and transcribed citizen testimony almost evenly divided
between critical and supportive comments.

“We really, really appreciate what you have done,” said Hispanic activist Emilio Perez, chairman of the
Central Florida Redistricting Council.

Some of the criticism focused on the 3rd Congressional District that meanders from Jacksonville to Orlando.
Several citizens complained it’s neither compact nor follows political or geographic boundaries.

It does, though, protect minority representation. The district now is represented by U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown,
a black Democrat from Jacksonville, and it would continue to be 49 percent African-American.

The map also would maintain two other districts represented by black Democrats and three by Hispanics, all
Republican Cuban-Americans. The GOP currently has a 19-6 advantage in Florida’s congressional
delegation.

Leaders in both legislative chambers have agreed not to propose maps redistricting the other, although all
plans eventually will have to be approved by each house.
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Redistricting: House maps would create new Hispanic
districts in Congress and Legislature
By Aaron Deslatte, Tallahassee Bureau Chief 6:17 p.m. EST, December 6, 2011

By Aaron Deslatte, Tallahassee Bureau Chief

6:17 p.m. EST, December 6, 2011

TALLAHASSEE – The Florida House released its first drafts of congressional and legislative maps Tuesday,
formally beginning the long and politically perilous process of carving out new electoral turf.

Like proposed Senate maps released last week, most of the seven House drafts of 27 congressional districts
– an increase of two thanks to the state's 18-percent population growth in the last decade – would add a new
east Orlando/Osceola district that could elect a Hispanic Democrat.

All five of the draft districts for the 120-member House would create a Hispanic-majority district in the
Kissimmee area and another centered around the Palm Beach County city of Palm Springs. And four of the
five plans would draw a district at least 40-percent black around the city of Eatonville.

Unlike the Senate – which Tuesday advanced single congressional and Senate-district maps unveiled last
week -- the House opted to float essentially a buffet menu of options. And while a quick analysis indicated
they would make some Republican-leaning seats safer, they'd also likely elect a few more Democrats.

The drafts produced by the redistricting committee staff in both chambers are far from a finished product.
They won't even get committee votes until perhaps the first week of the 60-day legislative session that starts
Jan. 12.

And groups that pushed for Fair Districts anti-gerrymandering reforms are still expected to sue on the
grounds that the lines don't adhere closely enough to new standards for drawing compact seats that don't
protect parties or incumbents. Democrats have blasted the Senate's maps as gerrymandered continuations
of the status quo, largely because they protect incumbents in both parties.

"I believe it does not comply with the specific standards that are now in the constitution," said Senate
Democratic Leader Nan Rich, D-Weston, one of three Democrats who voted against the Senate's proposed
maps Tuesday. "I believe that we need to do better than this to gain the confidence of the voters who told us
they were not pleased."

But Senate Majority leader Andy Gardiner, R-Orlando, complained Democrats were making complaints
"without facts to back them up."

The maps are the first concrete interpretation from the chamber of how the Fair Districts amendments could
play out in real life in a state where Democrats have a 550,000 edge over Republicans in registered voters
but nonetheless are badly outnumbered in Congress, the 40-member Senate and 120-member House.

House Redistricting Chairman Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, called them proof of the Republican-
controlled Legislature's "commitment to not doing the redistricting process in the way it has been done in the
past."

In prior decades, the final maps took shape behind closed doors with partisan performance playing a central
role.

"What the voters put into the constitution has made a huge difference in how we conduct our business," said
Senate Reapportionment Staff Director John Guthrie, who has helped run the last two rounds of redistricting
and said that, in the past, "how districts came about was all about Reds and Blues."

"I haven't paid one bit of consideration to any political considerations in the drawing of these districts," he
told the Senate committee.

Out of the five proposals for House maps released Tuesday, all would slightly decrease the number of
districts with more registered Republicans than Democrats; on average, the total would drop from the current
63 with a GOP voter edge to 60.4.
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Still, voter registration doesn't always predict performance. The current maps have produced a House with
81 Republicans and only 39 Democrats.

Looking at voting performance, a majority of the new House districts would have voted for Gov. Rick Scott in
2010 over Democrat Alex Sink – 73 to 47 – and would have split 66-54 in favor of John McCain over Barack
Obama in 2008.

Of the seven congressional maps, all preserve three districts likely to elect African-American – including the
Jacksonville-to-Orlando district held by U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown, and the two in South Florida held by Alcee
Hastings of Miramar and Frederika Wilson of Miami. Brown's district, which snakes through eight counties,
had been the poster child for Fair Districts reformers, but it was little changed by any of the House or Senate
maps.

All also preserve three existing Hispanic congressional seats – all held by Cuban-Americans from Miami-
Dade.

The Senate's Reapportionment Committee heard testimony from about a dozen people Tuesday before
advancing its own plans. They mostly heaped praises on lawmakers for adhering to the constitutional
reforms.

"Compared to the districts we have now, it's clear you have followed what we asked for," said Patricia
Sullivan of Eustis, who ran for Congress under the tea party banner last year. She did note, though, that
Lake County appeared to get "the short end of the stick" because it was divided between several Senate
and congressional seats.

Still, new maps appear to break up fewer cities and counties. For instance, Florida's current 120 House
districts split up 46 of the state's 67 counties, and 170 cities. But the most compact of the new maps would
split up only 30 counties and 98 cities.

Rep. Chris Dorworth, a Lake Mary Republican who chairs a redistricting subcommittee, said the options were
a good-faith effort to lump more cities and counties together.

"There was a huge emphasis on keeping counties whole," he said.

adeslatte@tribune.com or 850-222-5564. Follow him on Twitter @adeslatte.
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Proposed Florida House redistricting maps pit incumbents
against each other

By Steve Bousquet, Darla Cameron and Mary Ellen Klas, Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 
In Print: Wednesday, December 7, 2011

TALLAHASSEE — The Florida House's first attempt at redrawing its districts would force dozens of
incumbents to run against each other in Tampa Bay and South Florida next fall.

Such a scenario could end the careers of many lawmakers. For that reason, even Democrats dismissed the
maps as a theatrical first step in a reapportionment fight they say is destined to be decided by the courts.

But Rep. Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, chairman of the House Reapportionment Committee, says the
maps show the House's commitment to create compactly drawn districts and maintain the rights of minority
voters to elect candidates of their choice without protecting parties or incumbents, as two voter-approved
redistricting amendments require.

"What the Constitution says is that we cannot show an intent to favor or disfavor an incumbent," Weatherford
said. "The only way to do that is to look at the state blindly."

Of five map versions released Tuesday by the House, the one with the most potential incumbent showdowns
has 24 such races, including 10 between Republicans, eight between Democrats and six between
incumbents of both parties, affecting more than a third of the House membership. The maps are online at
myfloridahouse.gov.

Pinellas, the state's only urban county that lost population in the past decade, stands to lose some
representation. The initial House maps would place two Pinellas lawmakers in the same St. Petersburg
district.

Democrat Rick Kriseman and Republican Larry Ahern are in a new District 69 that is also home to Rep. Jim
Frishe, R-St. Petersburg, but he's running for a yet-to-be-drawn Pinellas Senate seat. Ahern is a freshman
and Kriseman is often outspoken in his criticism of the Republican agenda.

Kriseman said he sees it as inevitable that some incumbents are going to have to face each other next fall.

"We knew one district in Pinellas was going to go away," Kriseman said. "Somebody was going to be in with
somebody, and in this version it's Larry and I. But ultimately, this isn't what they're going to look like."

The maps also put three black Miami lawmakers in the same district: first-term Democrats Daphne Campbell,
John Patrick Julien and Barbara Watson.

In South Broward, Democratic Reps. Evan Jenne of Dania Beach and Joe Gibbons of Hallandale Beach
would have to run against each other.

"They've destroyed my district," said Gibbons, an African-American lawmaker first elected in a majority-white
district in 2006.

Gibbons said the first House maps are a starting point in the politically charged, high-stakes redistricting
process and he isn't taking them seriously.

"In any negotiation, you go to the extreme, so you have something to negotiate with," said Gibbons.

The House maps also would create a new district to favor African-American voters in Orlando and two new
majority Hispanic House seats in Kissimmee and Palm Beach County.

"We've seen Hispanic population grow in certain pockets around the state, like Central Florida. Our maps will
reflect that growth," Weatherford said.
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The House also released seven congressional map options, each of which follows a Senate plan by creating
new Hispanic-dominated congressional seats in Central Florida.

The Senate redistricting panel on Tuesday moved a step closer to passing its plans for state Senate and
congressional districts, with lawmakers having until Jan. 11 to offer amendments and a final floor vote set for
Jan. 17.

The debate exposed intra-party struggles as Senate Democratic leader Nan Rich, D-Weston, could
persuade only three of the eight Democrats on the Senate redistricting panel to vote against maps she said
were unconstitutional.

If the House can match the Senate timetable, lawmakers hope to complete maps in the first month of the 60-
day session and send them to the Florida Supreme Court for review, giving legislators ample time to rework
them if the court rejects them.

Thanks to technology and more than two dozen hearings statewide, Florida residents have had more input
on reapportionment than ever.

More than 500 people sent email or phone responses to the Senate's website, flsenate.gov. Many people
called to commend senators for keeping more counties intact than the current districts.

Steve Bousquet can be reached at bousquet@tampabay.com or (850) 224-7263.
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Schale: House congressional maps draw 9 hot spots
Democratic political consultant Steve Schale offers his summary of the impact of the House redistricting
proposals for congressional seats on his blog.

His assessment from our read have been pretty spot on. He suggests that the maps draw nine hot spots
where the current districts for incumbent congressmen change dramatically. He suggests there will be a
handful of more competitive districts as the maps clearly set out "to preserve the seats held by
Congresswoman Brown and Wilson, and Congressman Hastings. The district numbers are different, but the
districts really aren't. And just like the Senate proposal, most of the House proposals have a Hispanic (in this
case Puerto Rican) heavy Central Florida seat. There are also three Hispanic majority seats in South
Florida.

"Also, roughly a dozen seat are virtually (if not actually) identical across each of the seven House plans, with
another five that have only modest differences. Essentially, the maps are identical for the Panhandle and
Southeast Florida are the same in every proposal.  The rest of the map has some pretty significant
differences across the seven versions." The hot spots he identifies include the districts of current
incumbents Southerland, Mica, Webster, Adams, Young, Buchanan, Rooney, West, and Rivera. More here.
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Florida House plan gives Palm Beach County Hispanic-
oriented district
By John Kennedy

Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

Updated: 11:09 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2011

Posted: 9:20 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2011

TALLAHASSEE — The Florida House unveiled proposed congressional boundaries Tuesday similar to the
approach taken by the Senate - shrinking two of the wide-ranging districts held by Palm Beach County
congressmen and giving first-term Republican Allen West a rugged path to re-election.

Along with the congressional plans, the state House's proposals for redrawing its own 120 districts also
agree on something new for Palm Beach County: a Hispanic-oriented district that includes southwest West
Palm Beach and the towns of Palm Springs and Lake Clarke Shores.

House redistricting panels will debate this week the 12 redistricting plans proposed by the House on Tuesday
- seven for congressional districts and five for state House districts. The Senate has a more modest menu -
working off one plan each for Congress and the Senate.

Both chambers are working toward final votes as early as the first week of the 2012 session, which begins
Jan. 10.

"We have not slipped a nanosecond from the schedule," said Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, chairman of the
Senate's redistricting panel, which released its proposals last week.

House and Senate Republican leaders are still bristling from earlier Democratic charges of foot-dragging in
unveiling the maps, a once-a-decade task required to reflect population shifts that emerged in the 2010
Census.

Republican lawmakers also defended the line-drawing as meeting new voter-approved guidelines included in
constitutional amendments 5 and 6.

These measures, pushed by Democratic legislators and allied organizations, demand that districts be
compact, generally respect city and county boundaries, and not be drawn to help either party or incumbent
lawmakers.

"It needs to be done right, it needs to be done legally and it needs to be done transparently," said House
Redistricting Chairman Will Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel.

Just like in the Senate plan, all of the House plans released Tuesday show West, a first-term Republican
congressman from Plantation, losing a northern Palm Beach County portion of his district that is rich with
Republican voters while being shifted deeper into Democratic-leaning Broward County at the south end of
his district.

The north Palm Beach County section would be tucked into boundaries now represented by Tom Rooney, R-
Tequesta.

Like the Senate's version of the congressional rewrite, the House proposes Rooney's district be reduced
from eight counties to a more manageable four . The district would still be largely Republican, although it
would pick up a Democratic-leaning area of north St. Lucie County represented by Alcee Hastings, D-
Miramar. Hastings also would see his district tighten from five to two counties.

West's chief of staff, Jonathan Blyth, said his boss doesn't feel that Rooney is being favored by the
Republican-ruled legislature, where Rooney's brother Patrick is a state representative from West Palm
Beach. Blyth also said that West is taking a long view of redistricting proposals, which are still likely to be
shaped by a two-month legislative session and court reviews .
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"This is the second minute of the first round of a boxing match," Blyth said. "Clearly, there's been a coastal
district in Florida representing the interests of the people who live there for years in Florida. It will be there
again. But how much further up the coast it goes is still to be decided."

The proposed Hispanic House district could create its own political complexity for Democrats.

It varies slightly among the five House plans but in all of them still would have a near-majority of Hispanic
voters and would take in portions of communities served by Reps. Jeff Clemens, D-Lake Worth, Mark
Pafford, D-West Palm Beach, and Joe Abruzzo, D-Wellington, likely taking Democratic-leaning voters away
from them.

The proposed House maps also would reduce the number of seats representing Palm Beach County .
Currently, 11 House members represent at least a portion of the county, but the House proposals would
reduce the number to nine .

Republicans hold supermajorities in the House and Senate. But Pafford said Republicans may attempt to
gain added leverage over outnumbered Democrats by drawing districts that add potential election-year
hurdles.

At least three incumbent Democratic lawmakers in Miami-Dade County have been drawn into the same
district under the plans released Tuesday, Pafford said. "Nothing really surprises me at this point."

Abruzzo, though, already is eyeing a proposed Senate district that would span Broward and Palm Beach
counties. The seat is a rewritten version of the one held by Senate Democratic leader Nan Rich of Weston,
who is term-limited.

Rich blasted the shape of the proposed District 34, saying it was "gerrymandered all the way to the northern
tip of Palm Beach County."

"We have some serious problems with the maps," Rich said. "We need to do better than this to gain the
confidence of voters."

Abruzzo, however, likes the look of District 34, which includes portions of his current House district.

But, he added, "I'm not ready to say anything about it yet."
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Congressional Redistricting, Take Two. The Florida House
weighs in. - home - Steve Schale -
Last week, the Florida Senate unveiled its first run at a Congressional map, as well as a proposed State
Senate plan, and today, the Florida House joined suit, though in quite an unconventional way---by laying out
seven different Congressional proposals and five different State House proposals. 

Given the sheer amount of data and lines to pour through, and the fact that my redistricting studies are
limited to the hours I am not replicating the Griswold outdoor Christmas in my front yard, this piece does not
attempt to analyze every bit of every plan, but instead to hit the highlights of the places that I think are
interesting.

The usual disclaimer goes here.  First, this still very early in the process, and given the unusual strategy of
releasing seven plans, the House really hasn't even gotten to the starting gate.  At some point, the House will
have one map, then will have to negotiate the differences with the Senate, some of which are significant. 
Then we go to the courts, with new rules.  And don't forget the Justice Department review.  In other words, I
wouldn't be making my final political plans based on trying to figure out which of the seven plans is actually
the plan.  In other words, take all of this with a grain of salt.

With that, here goes:

At the start, the map clearly sets out to preserve the seats held by Congresswoman Brown and Wilson, and
Congressman Hastings.  The district numbers are different, but the districts really aren't.  And just like the
Senate proposal, most of the House proposals have a Hispanic (in this case Puerto Rican) heavy Central
Florida seat.  There are also three Hispanic majority seats in South Florida. 

Also, roughly a dozen seat are virtually (if not actually) identical across each of the seven House plans, with
another five that have only modest differences.  The rest of the map has some pretty significant differences
across the seven versions, so just like the last blog, I will try to tackle the interesting story lines, going from
North to South.  And since the numbers in the House map are quite different than the current district lines, I
will tackle them by incumbent.

Southerland (current CD 2.  New CD 2):  The seven House maps and Senate proposal appear to be
identical.  The high points:  the new district eliminates the coastal tail through Walton and Okaloosa
Counties, and unifies Leon.  The result, a district that is about 3-4 points more competitive for Democrats.  A
lean GOP seat, but definitely competitive.

Mica (current CD 7.  New CD 6): This is home for me, so a district that I tend to look at more closely than
others.  As I mentioned in the last piece, given the current geographic proximity of Mica, Webster (CD 8) and
Adams (CD 24), it was inevitable that if the legislature wanted to draw a legally compliant map, that someone
was going to get a district that was far from home.  The man in the Senate map without a eastern Orange
County chair was John Mica, though that Senate map took care of him pretty well.  The House?  Well,
depending on the version, he could have a real race.  The majority of the proposals place the northern end
of St. Johns County---some of the most Republican voters in the state, into the new Duval-based Crenshaw
seat.  When they do that, they create a district that is 50:50, or maybe even a touch better for Democrats.  A
likely GOP seat could on paper, become a toss-up.

Webster (old CD 8.  New CD ?):  The Senate Congressional map placed Rep. Webster in a mostly
Western Orange/Eastern Polk/Southern Lake district, with a tail to eastern Orange County to essentially
make it a Webster seat---though one that was pretty darn competitive.  Under the House maps, there are a
number of variations on the same theme, with one general exception-- no cross-county tail to pick up areas
close to Webster's house.  The good news for Webster:  the district will be more Republican.  The bad
news:  it may be more Republican---for another Republican.  When the music stops, he could be looking for
a chair.

Adams (old CD 24.  New CD 9):  While various proposals have slightly different lines, the foundation is the
same on all of them:  they are all more Hispanic and more African-American than her current district, and
given the demographic trends there, probably will only continue to get more so over the next few years.  Like
Mica's seat, the new configurations are generally 50:50, maybe even a bit better, making the district 2-3
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points more Democratic than today.  If there is a surprise loser in this process, it could be her.

Young (Old CD 10.  New CD 13) and Castor (Old CD 11.  New CD 14).  Like the last blog, I am tackling
these two together, given that it is hard to make Young more Democratic without making Castor more
Republican.  While there are slight differences from the Senate (one that impacts the next person in this
blog), the result is the same:  the House versions give Castor a safe Democratic seat, and give the
Democrats a better than 50:50 district when Young eventually decides to retire. 

Buchanan.  (Old CD 13.  New CD 16).  This one is new to the list.  In the Senate plan, Castor maintains a
tail of her district into Manatee County, picking up a few African-American precincts in Manatee County.  The
House versions do not do this, keeping Bradenton whole and as such, helping the district a point or two for
the Democrats.  In full disclosure, the Democratic candidate in this race, Keith Fitzgerald, is a good friend
and I am rooting for him.  And under the House proposals, he is in a district, that while still leaning a little
Republican, does so less under these plans than it did when in the previous elections. 

Brief interlude-  The districts below are all identical across all seven House proposals.  Therefore, we can
assume this is the current House proposal. 

Rooney.  (Old CD 16.  New CD 18).   The Rooney seat in the House proposal is virtually identical, if not
actually identical to the Senate proposal.  By cutting off the western portion of the district, Rooney moves
from a lean GOP seat to a toss-up one, and one that apparently looks (for good reason) more appealing to
Allen West than the seat West currently represents.   Given all these dynamics, if I was a strong Democrat in
this part of Florida, I would be spending some serious time looking at this seat.

West (Old CD 22.  New CD 22).  On the upside for West, if he wins re-election in this seat, he is one of the
few members that won't need new stationary given that the district numbr doesn't change.  On the downside,
the scenario of him winning re-election is highly unlikely.  Swing districts usually aren't represented by
firebrands (see Alan Grayson 2010), and given his rhetoric, was likely to struggle anyways in a center-left
leaning swing district even if it didn't change.  Using the great tool at Dave's Redistricting, it looks as though
the House map puts West in a district that is 4-5 points more Obama than the old seat- roughly 57% for the
President.   And the Senate map is almost exactly (if not exactly) the same. 

Rivera (Old CD 25.  New CD 26).   The seat that David Rivera currently represents runs from east to west,
picking up large portions of GOP Collier County.  The new district doesn't (Mario Diaz-Balart is the
beneficiary).  The result:  a truly 50:50 district, which includes the more liberal Keys.  The House and Senate
maps in South Florida are pretty different, but regardless, it looks as though Rivera will end up as the
member with a real fight on his hands.

So what does all this mean?  Depending on the version, the Democrats should gain to seats based on the
House proposals, with another 2-3 true toss-ups, and 2-3 more that are definitely competitive.  But as was
mentioned above, we are very early in the play, and there are certainly many twists and turns ahead. 

http://gardow.com/davebradlee/redistricting/launchapp.html
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Redistricting could give Indiantown voters say in Rep.
Snyder's replacement : TCPalm
By Jonathan Mattise

Tuesday, December 6, 2011

TALLAHASSEE — All Indiantown's voters could have a say in who will be Rep. William Snyder's replacement
in 2012, according to early redistricting plans the House released Tuesday, but candidate Mike Mortell may
no longer live in the required district to be on that ballot.

Residents in downtown Stuart, part of Palm City, the eastern end of Kanner Highway neighborhoods, and in
Sewall's Point wouldn't have a say in the District 82 contest under the proposed maps.

The map — subject to shift during the January-through-March legislative session's redistricting negotiations
— would set up Rep. Gayle Harrell, R-Stuart, to inherit those residents if she's re-elected. Mortell, a
Republican and former Stuart city commissioner, would be one of them.

At the congressional level, U.S. Rep. Tom Rooney could fall in a district containing all of Martin and St. Lucie
counties, and parts of northern Palm Beach and Okeechobee counties. The almost coast-to-coast current
Rooney district would be more Treasure Coast-centric, closely mirroring a proposed map released last week
by the state Senate.

In most of five proposed House districts, Harrell would lose parts of St. Lucie County and Indiantown, but
inherit downtown Stuart, Sewall's Point, southwestern Palm City and a chunk of agricultural southwestern
Martin County.

"It'd be exciting to meet new constituents," Harrell said. "I've lived in Stuart for 40 years, but I've never
represented downtown Stuart."

Mortell lives on Southeast Riverside Drive in Stuart according to the state Division of Elections, and would
land in Harrell's district in each of five House proposals. However, the maps could change in the legislative
process, or Mortell could switch his residence to run for District 82 if the maps hold up. Each of the other four
announced candidates — Calvin Turnquest, Jon Pasqualone and MaryLynn Magar — would still fall in the
Snyder district, which would extend down to Jupiter in northeast Palm Beach County.

And instead of having three House Representatives in Snyder, Harrell, and Boca Raton Democrat Steve
Perman, Indiantown would land squarely in District 82.

In Congress, Rooney currently represents eight counties across Florida, all the way west to Charlotte
County. In each of seven proposed House maps for congressional districts released Tuesday, the Tequesta
Republican would take all of St. Lucie County, maintain all of Martin County, and keep northern Palm Beach
and eastern Okeechobee counties.

By the end of the January-to-March legislative session, state legislators are tasked with agreeing on new
lines based on 2010 U.S. Census population shifts. The district changes also require complying with anti-
gerrymandering fair district amendments, and federal minority district requirements, and the process likely
will end up in the Florida Supreme Court for final approval before June candidate qualifying.

The Senate Committee on Reapportionment gave an initial favorable vote to its Senate and congressional
maps, and will accept amendments and conduct another committee vote early in session.

Committee Chairman Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, said its set of maps could end up on the Senate floor for a vote
by Jan. 17, the second week of session.

http://www.tcpalm.com/news/2011/dec/06/redistricting-could-give-indiantown-voters-say/?print=1
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Map may lift Pasco's sway
NEW PORT RICHEY --

The Florida House of Representatives released seven possible congressional maps this week, but each of
them has something in common.

They all make it more likely that Pasco County would elect its own U.S. representative.

State Rep. John Legg, who is co-chairman of the Congressional Redistricting Subcommittee, had been
hinting at a "Pasco-centric" district for the past month.

By keeping the county intact, it guarantees that two-thirds of the district's population would live in Pasco.

That's because each congressional district must have a population of 696,345. According to the 2010
census, Pasco's population was 464,997, which would equal 66 percent of any new congressional district.

"There was universal agreement that due to a lot of factors, but primarily for compactness and growth, that
Pasco will be the core of a new congressional district," said Legg, R-Port Richey.

The state's Senate Redistricting Committee also introduced a congressional map — it keeps Pasco and
Hernando counties intact and picks up about 59,000 people from western Polk County.

Just one of the seven House proposals would carve out a sparsely populated section of rural, southeast
Pasco, along the U.S. 98 corridor, into a district with portions of Polk and Osceola counties.

Although a few of the maps pick up voters in north Pinellas and Hillsborough counties, Legg said he favors
the maps that combine Pasco with its northern neighbor.

"There's a natural linkage between Pasco and Hernando counties," he said. "We are both growing counties.
We're both water-donors, and we're both bedroom communities. We're more alike than we are with parts of
Hillsborough and Pinellas."

First-term U.S. Rep. Rich Nugent, R-Spring Hill, said he isn't fazed by the prospect of running for re-election
in such a Pasco-heavy district.

"I represent a large portion of Pasco already," Nugent said.

"We'll see how it all shakes out in the end," he said. "There's a good chance the courts will end up drawing
the final map."

Legg said many Pasco voters have "a bad taste" in their mouth over how Nugent entered the race in 2010 —
just moments before incumbent Ginny Brown-Waite withdrew at the stroke of the qualifying deadline.

"I would say that if Pasco County has ever wanted a resident to influence national politics, 2012 will be the
year to do it, especially in light of how Congressman Nugent won his primary," Legg said.

He could be speaking about state Sen. Mike Fasano, R-New Port Richey, who is considering running for
Congress. Fasano, who is term-limited, said Wednesday that he won't announce his decision until a final
map is approved by the Legislature.

Fasano said he likes what he sees, so far.

"There's no question that both the Senate and House have made Pasco the dominant county, as far as
population, and Pasco voters will play a major role in deciding who represents them in Congress," he said.

The House Redistricting Committee also released five state House district maps this week, but each divides
Pasco the same way into three self-contained districts.

The west district would be everything west of Little Road. The east Pasco district would be everything east of
the U.S. 41 corridor, and the central district would comprise everything in-between.

Legg said the proposed state House districts take into account public comments received over the summer.

http://www2.tbo.com/news/politics/2011/dec/08/panewso1-map-may-lift-pascos-sway-ar-332286/


The same can't be said for the proposed Senate district map, which divides the county north and south
along the State Road 52 corridor instead of separating east and west Pasco.

"A lot of folks are scratching their heads over the Pasco proposal," Legg said.

The proposal lumps most of southern Pasco in state Sen. Jim Norman's North Tampa district, while pitting
Legg, who has filed to run in Fasano's current district, against a strong opponent in Wilton Simpson, an east
Pasco egg farmer and real estate investor.

All of the redistricting committees and subcommittees are holding workshops today to discuss the various
maps for House, Senate and congressional districts.

The committees are scheduled to vote Jan. 11 on the maps — each was instructed to vote out three possible
maps for consideration by the full state House and Senate on Jan. 18.

Voters can view the maps at http://www.floridaredistricting.org/.

http://www.floridaredistricting.org/
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Redistricting could have domino effect on lawmakers |
December 9, 2011 | Jeremy Wallace
Whether a product of trying to follow new constitutional amendments or employing old school bare-knuckles
politics, the initial results of state lawmakers’ efforts to redraw Florida’s political boundaries are the same:
massive upheaval.

Up to nine current members of Congress could be forced to move to save their political careers, and more
than 20 Florida House members face a similar fate.

So many politicians could be house hunting in new districts and trying to build name recognition among
unfamiliar voters, political consultants are joking the redistricting maps could boost Florida’s economy.

“This is becoming the television advertising and housing market stimulus program,” said Republican political
consultant Anthony Pedicini.

Over the last two weeks the Florida House and Senate have proposed new Congressional and state
legislative district lines as part of the once-a-decade redistricting process. Lawmakers are required to alter
all of the political boundaries to balance each district based on population data from the 2010 census.

But this year there is a new wrinkle.

Voters passed the so-called Fair District amendments in 2010 to stop politicians from drawing districts the
way they always have: by essentially handpicking the voters they want in their district to improve their re-
election odds.

Now, unable to overtly draw the lines themselves, incumbents are considering moving to new districts that
might have more favorable voting populations to sustain their political careers — even if that pits them
against another incumbent of the same party.

Already sources close to Tea Party firebrand U.S. Rep. Allen West, R-Plantation, have told the Miami Herald
that instead of running in a more Democratically drawn district that Florida lawmakers have proposed in
Broward County, West is weighing moving north to run for a more favorably drawn district in Palm Beach
County.

That would put West in a district U.S. Rep. Tom Rooney, R-Tequesta, lives in now. But Rooney could be on
the move himself, to a more central Florida-based district. That district would include Charlotte County and
the agricultural-rich areas that he represents now — areas that have been shifted into a new district that
would have U.S. Rep. Dennis Ross, R-Lakeland, as its representative under the currently drawn maps.

But sources close to Ross said Ross, too, could relocate to a district that would include more of Lakeland
and Hillsborough County.

Members of Congress are not talking about the maps openly. Instead, they repeat that it is early and they
are waiting to see how the process plays out.
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http://htpolitics.com/2011/12/09/redistricting-could-have-domino-effect-on-lawmakers/
http://htpolitics.com/2011/12/09/interactive-map-florida-redistricting-proposals/
http://htpolitics.com/2011/12/09/interactive-map-florida-redistricting-proposals/
http://htpolitics.com/2011/12/09/redistricting-could-have-domino-effect-on-lawmakers/2/


miamiherald.com http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/12/08/2537973/house-maps-create-more-compact.html

House maps create more compact districts, some
competition - Florida
By Mary Ellen Klas

Posted on Thursday, 12.08.11

Posted on Thursday, 12.08.11

TALLAHASSEE -- If a goal of the proponents of the Fair Districts amendments was to make legislative seats
more competitive and diverse, the House redistricting maps released this week may inch closer to that ideal.

The House staff created five different maps for redistricting the House of Representatives, each designed to
keep county and city boundaries together.

In each of the maps, based on voter registration figures, 49 districts are solidly Republican, 33 are solidly
Democratic and at least 21 districts could be considered swing districts. But voter registration doesn’t always
determine who gets elected and, based on results of the 2008 and 2010 elections, there may be only 15
reliably swing seats, according to a Herald/Times analysis. Nevertheless, that’s a big shift from the current
House, where 81 Republicans hold a super-majority over 39 Democrats.

Rep. Chris Dorworth, R-Lake Mary, chairman of the House Subcommittee on House Reapportionment,
dismissed the calculations as part of lawmakers’ “duty” to follow the new law.

The Fair District amendments approved by voters in 2010 prohibit the lawmakers from protecting incumbents
or parties and require them to draw compact districts when possible. In an attempt to adhere to the new
standards, the five maps create more pleasing boundaries than Florida has seen in its legislative maps of
the past and create 34 seats with no incumbent.

“You take an oath to preserve protect and preserve the Constitution of the state and we’ve done that,’’
Dorworth said. “That means that many of us are not going to live in the seats we had before and just
because you feel like you should it doesn’t mean that you can.”

But the House’s well-intentioned design has also created some serious heartburn for incumbent legislators of
both parties. According to a Herald/Times analysis, at least 24 incumbents are pitted against each other in
the maps, including a three-way race in Miami that has three black lawmakers, all freshmen Democrats, in a
potential face-off.

“This is like a baseball game and we’re in the middle of the second inning,’’ said Rep. Mack Bernard, a West
Palm Beach Democrat. “We’re a long way from the ninth inning. We’ll get there by the end of session.”

None of these political numbers were included, however, in the data-heavy packets released by the House
redistricting committee. The Herald/Times culled them from the House’s MyDistrictBuilder.com web site and
the voter registration files that include home addresses of lawmakers.

Legislators in St. Petersburg, Broward and Miami were hardest hit by the new proposals. Because population
in those regions has been stagnant or declined over the last decade, their political boundaries must expand.

In Miami Dade, Democrats Daphne Campbell, John Julien and Barbara Watson of Miami would all be forced
into the new district 107. Reps. Elaine Schwartz and Perry Thurston, both Democrats, would be merged into
District 99. And Republicans Eddy Gonzalez and Jose Oliva would be matched against each other in Hialeah
District 110, while Jose Diaz and Ana Rivas Logan would be forced into District 116.

And in Broward, Democrats Joe Gibbons and Evan Jenne would be forced into District 100.

Staff Director Alex Kelly told members of the House redistricting committee on Thursday that they drew the
maps with no knowledge of the political repercussions, except to consider whether the minority districts would
effectively perform to elect a minority candidate. Preserving the voting strength of minority candidates was
the primary goal of the redistricting, he said.

http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/12/08/2537973/house-maps-create-more-compact.html


Each of the House maps creates two new minority districts: a Hispanic-majority district in the Orange County
area of Kissimmee and another in Palm Beach County’s City of Palm Springs. Four of the maps create a new
district intended to elect a black near the Orange County City of Eatonville.

But the maps also follow the pattern established in 1992 of creating meandering districts through black
neighborhoods that also pack the districts with Democrats and blacks, thereby bleaching the surrounding
communities. For example, each of the House maps includes black majority seats with Democrat registration
of between 63 percent and 77 percent. Some Democrats argue, however, that those high numbers are not
needed to elect a minority to office and point to a handful of existing district, such as Rep. Dwayne Taylor’s
Daytona Beach seat, that has elected a black with just over 50 percent majority Democrat registration.

The House will take its first vote on the maps when legislators convene in an early special session on Jan.
10.
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House redistricting map offers more compactness,
competition | Florida politics blog: The Buzz
If a goal of the proponents of the Fair Districts amendments was to make legislative seats more competitive
and diverse, the House redistricting maps released this week may inch closer to that ideal.

The House staff created five different maps for redistricting the House of Representatives, each designed to
keep county and city boundaries together.

In each of the maps, based on voter registration figures, 49 districts are solidly Republican, 33 are solidly
Democratic and at least 21 districts could be considered swing districts. But voter registration doesn’t always
determine who gets elected and, based on results of the 2008 and 2010 elections, there may be only 15
reliably swing seats, according to a Herald/Times analysis.

Nevertheless, that’s a big shift from the current House, where 81 Republicans hold a super-majority over 39
Democrats. Story here. Times/Herald interactive maps here.
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Florida House maps draw near to spirit of Fair District
amendments

By Mary Ellen Klas, Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 
In Print: Friday, December 9, 2011

TALLAHASSEE — If a goal of the proponents of the Fair Districts amendments was to make legislative seats
more competitive and diverse, the House redistricting maps released this week may inch closer to that ideal.

The House staff created five different maps for redistricting the House of Representatives, each designed to
keep county and city boundaries together. In each of the maps, based on voter registration figures, 49
districts are solidly Republican, 33 are solidly Democratic and at least 21 districts could be considered swing
districts.

But voter registration doesn't always determine who gets elected and, based on results of the 2008 and
2010 elections, there may be only 15 reliably swing seats, according to a Times/Herald analysis.

Nevertheless, that's a big shift from the current House, where 81 Republicans hold a super-majority over 39
Democrats.

Rep. Chris Dorworth, R-Lake Mary, chairman of the House Subcommittee on House Reapportionment,
dismissed the calculations as part of lawmakers' "duty" to follow the new law.

The Fair District amendments approved by voters in 2010 prohibit the lawmakers from protecting incumbents
or parties and require them to draw compact districts when possible.

In an attempt to adhere to the new standards, the five maps create more attractive boundaries than Florida
has seen in its legislative maps of the past and create 34 seats with no incumbent.

"You take an oath to protect and preserve the Constitution of the state and we've done that,'' Dorworth said.
"That means that many of us are not going to live in the seats we had before and just because you feel like
you should it doesn't mean that you can."

But the House's well-intentioned design has also created some serious heartburn for incumbent legislators of
both parties.

According to the Times/Herald analysis, at least 24 incumbents are pitted against each other in the maps,
including a three-way race in Miami that has three black lawmakers, all freshmen Democrats, in a potential
face-off.

"This is like a baseball game and we're in the middle of the second inning,'' said Rep. Mack Bernard, a West
Palm Beach Democrat. "We're a long way from the ninth inning. We'll get there by the end of session."

None of these political numbers was included, however, in the data-heavy packets released by the House
redistricting committee.

The Times/Herald culled them from the House's MyDistrictBuilder.com website and the voter registration files
that include home addresses of lawmakers.

Legislators in St. Petersburg, Broward and Miami were hardest hit by the new proposals. Because population
in those regions has been stagnant or declined over the past decade, their political boundaries must
expand.

In the Tampa-St. Petersburg area, Republican Reps. James Grant and Shawn Harrison would be merged
into the new District 63. Republican Reps. Larry Ahern and Jim Frishe would be pitted against Democrat Rick
Kriseman.

Staff director Alex Kelly told members of the House redistricting committee on Thursday that they drew the
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maps with no knowledge of the political repercussions, except to consider whether the minority districts would
effectively perform to elect a minority candidate.

Preserving the voting strength of minority candidates was the primary goal of the redistricting, he said.

Each of the House maps creates two new minority districts: a Hispanic-majority district in the Orange County
area of Kissimmee and another in Palm Beach County's city of Palm Springs. Four of the maps create a new
district intended to elect a black representative near the Orange County city of Eatonville.

But the maps also follow the pattern established in 1992 of creating meandering districts through black
neighborhoods that also pack the districts with Democrats and blacks, thereby bleaching the surrounding
communities.

For example, each of the House maps includes black majority seats with Democrat registration of between 63
percent and 77 percent. Some Democrats argue, however, that those high numbers are not needed to elect
a minority to office and point to a handful of existing districts, such as Rep. Dwayne Taylor's Daytona Beach
seat, that have elected a black with just over 50 percent majority Democrat registration.

The House will take its first vote on the maps when legislators convene in an early special session on Jan.
10.
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Florida House Redistricting Proposals Signal Trouble for
Mica’s District
By Mark Simpson|12/08/2011 – 4:38 pm

WMFE- Orlando- John Mica’s seat may not be safe under
the  Florida House’s plans either.

A Florida State Senate plan released last week would
severely redraw the Congressional district for the chair of
the U.S. House Transportation and Infrastructure
committee, John Mica.

Now four of a seven Florida House proposals for
Congressional districts don’t look better for
Mica(Available for review here.), according to political
analyst Steven Schale.

He says  four maps out of the seven proposals released
by the House would put Mica in districts that “voted right
around fifty percent or above for (President) Obama.  Under any measure, that is far more competitive than
(where) Mica is in today.”

Both houses of Florida’s legislature are Republican-controlled.

Last week, the Florida Senate released its version of proposed district revisions.  Those plans could
potentially draw influential congressional members outside of their existing districts.  For example, the
residence of powerful U.S. Congressman John Mica, of Winter Park, could be removed from its current
location within Mica’s district 7.  Mica chairs the House Transportation Committee.

This week on WMFE’s Intersection program, former Florida GOP Congressman Lou Frey, clarified that it is
not necessary for a member of Congress to live in their district, “Mica hasn’t lived in his district on and off.
You don’t have to live in the district.  You have to live in the state and you have to be over 25 years of age,
but that’s it.  So whether you live in the district or not, it’s a political matter.”

Final outlines for the redistricting maps will not be solidified until January’s legislative session.

Mica’s office says he’ll comment when the final maps are released.
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Keys could lose Ileana Ros-Lehtinen
By KEVIN WADLOW

Proposed redistricting maps revealed by the Florida House this week could find Monroe County with a new
member of Congress as its Washington D.C. representative.

Under several redistricting plans unveiled Tuesday in Tallahassee, the Keys could be shifted into a new
Congressional District 26, covering western Miami-Dade County and the Keys.

If approved by the full Florida Legislature this winter, that plan could prevent local residents from voting for
U.S. Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, who has represented the Keys since 2002.

Another congressional redistricting plan issued by the Florida Senate keeps the Keys in District 18,
represented by Ros-Lehtinen.

"I sincerely hope that I will be able to keep Monroe County in the new Congressional District that is being
formulated in Tallahassee," Ros Lehtinen said in a Friday email to The Keynoter.

"It has been a true honor to represent the citizens of the Keys during these difficult economic times," she
continued. "The Congressional lines are drawn by state legislators, so I have little say over the process."
Federal law requires state legislators to redraw congressional districts every 10 years, based on the latest
U.S. Census.

Various laws govern proper representation, including balancing populations as they shift every decade.
Political issues and the perception that political parties try to protect their incumbents are also in play.

That led to a series of public hearings held this year throughout the state, with pressure from groups like the
League of Women Voters and others to closely monitor the map changes.

This week, the Florida House released seven different draft plans for realigning the state's congressional
seats. This is driven by the fact that Florida has gained two Congressional seats because of population
growth since the 1990 Census.

Most of the House plans align the Keys with a portion of Miami-Dade now represented by U.S. Rep. David
Rivera, a first-term congressman.

"As far as all these maps, the Florida Legislature is still asking for public input," said Monroe County
Supervisor of Elections Harry Sawyer Jr. "It will be a while before this thing is settled."

State Rep. Ron Saunders agreed, "All we've seen are the first maps, not the last maps. The good thing is
that there now are maps so we can start making adjustments."

Florida House District 120, represented by Saunders, likely will not change notably. The Keys' Florida
Senate seat could see notable boundary changes.

Saunders said regardless of how the Keys congressional district changes, "there's still about a 90-percent
chance that it's going to be won by a Republican.

"If that's the case, personally I would just as soon it be Ileana," he said. "It's important to have somebody who
cares about the Keys."

Ros-Lehtinen's current Florida Congressional District 18 essentially runs from the Little Havana area down
the east coast, including the Keys.

"I was saddened when I saw that the new lines of the Congressional district did not include the Keys," Ros-
Lehtinen Friday. "It is important that the beautiful Florida Keys be contiguous to other coastal communities
because these areas face many of the same difficulties."

The Florida Legislature convenes early next year, in mid-January, in large part to work on the redistricting
plans needed for the 2012 general election.

"The goal is to get something out in the first couple of weeks of the session," Saunders said. "It's almost
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inevitable that somebody's going to file suit. We want to make sure there's enough time to address what the
court says."

Florida gains two additional U.S. House seats this year, bringing the total to 27. The new districts likely will be
created in the Orlando area, and in Central Florida where a number of sprawling retirement communities
have been developed.

Each congressional district will include about 696,345 people under the new apportionment plan.
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Proposed maps offer possibility of big changes, but Florida
redistricting process far from over
That Florida lawmakers remain very early in redistricting process was belied by the fact that the Florida
House on Tuesday released seven possible ways to redraw boundaries for Congressional districts and five
possible remaps for their own House districts . There's no easier way to avoid making a decision than to
leave all options --- whether likely choices or not -- open.

But a cursory look at the House's maps does reveal some common themes, at least in how they might affect
Manatee County and our current lawmakers.

For the Florida House districts, each of the five maps would place incumbent state Rep. Greg Steube, R-
Bradenton, in a renumbered District 73 generally comprised  of East Manatee, Parrish and Lakewood
Ranch, that would be not dissimilar from the district he now represents.

Greater changes would be in store for Rep. Jim Boyd, R-Bradenton. The proposed maps would place him in
a renumbered District 71 that covers most of Bradenton and west Manatee County but also extend south into
Sarasota County -- the maps vary on how far south that would be.

All the proposed maps would keep several neighborhoods in Palmetto and Bradenton in a renumbered
District 70 that would extend south from Pinellas County, as they are now.

As for the proposed Congressional remaps, all would place incumbent Rep. Vern Buchanan, R-Sarasota, in
a renumbered 16th Congressional District that would remain primarily a Manatee-Sarasota district with one
notable change: All of Manatee County, including neighborhoods in Palmetto and Bradenton now included in
a Tampa-based district, would be in one district, meeting one of the goals of new constitutional requirements
that districts be as geographically compact as possible.

That differs from the proposed remap offered last week by the Florida Senate, which kept Manatee divided
into two districts -- suggesting that this and just about everything else related to redistricting is up for
negotiation and, probably, litigation.

So who can blame the House, with all its possible maps, for not making a decision.

You can review all the maps and Census data used to draw them, here .

http://manateepolitics.blogspot.com/2011/12/proposed-maps-offer-possibility-of-big.html
http://www.bradenton.com/2011/12/07/3707322/proposed-florida-house-redistricting.html
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Redistricting/Redistricting2012.aspx
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Redistricting/Redistricting2012.aspx
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Local House districts shift eastward (MAP) | districts, house,
escambia
Tom McLaughlin

That sucking sound from Tallahassee is Northwest Florida state House districts being pulled east by
disproportionate population growth between 2000 and 2010.

Growth in Okaloosa and Santa Rosa counties outpaced that in Escambia County and to compensate and
create districts of comparable population, those drawing House maps essentially had to move a seat out of
Escambia, said state Rep. Doug Broxson.

“Escambia lost about a half a representative,” said Broxson, R-Gulf Breeze, whose district was the one
pushed out of Florida’s westernmost county.

The eastward push, channeled for the first time by the Fair Districts Amendments to Florida’s Constitution,
created a domino effect that eventually bumped representatives Brad Drake and Marti Coley into a single
district.

“It pushed Brad into Marti’s district, then it kind of continued its way down the state,” Broxson said.

There were five proposals for state House redistricting offered up for consideration Tuesday by the state
House Redistricting Committee.

The new districts suggested for the seven districts of Northwest Florida varied little from map to map, said
Henry Kelley, president of the Fort Walton Beach Tea Party.

Kelley, who has been active in the state’s redistricting effort this year, said he was impressed with the
compactness of the newly drawn districts.

Compactness was one of the mandates of Constitutional Amendments 5 and 6, which were passed in 2010.

“These districts are as reasonably compact as you can make them in Northwest Florida,” Kelley said. “By
and large, you will know what district you are in in the House. If you call your supervisor of elections office
and tell them you live north or south of (U.S. Highway) 90 he will know what district you’re in.”

Under the proposed plan, state Rep. Matt Gaetz’s District 4 would be contained completely in Okaloosa
County and stretch up to Hwy. 90 in Crestview.

Similarly, Panama City’s Jimmy Patronis’ District 6 would sit wholly within Bay County and an Escambia
County District would exist entirely in that county. A second district would include southern Escambia County
and a slice of south Santa Rosa County.

Gaetz, R-Fort Walton Beach, said the House Redistricting Committee made county lines an important
boundary as they were preparing their maps for 2012.

“From looking at the maps, the evidence seems to show the House took a different stance than the Senate,”
Gaetz said. “The  House took the position that county lines were the most significant lines.”

The districts of Broxson, Drake and Coley, all of which stretch across more rural areas of Northwest Florida,
do encompass more than one county but wouldn’t extend over nearly as much real estate as they do now if
the House maps are passed as proposed.

Broxson’s district would contain the great majority of Santa Rosa County and northern Okaloosa County.
Drake would get all of Walton, Holmes, Washington and Jackson counties and a portion of Bay.

Coley would represent Calhoun, Gulf, Liberty, Franklin and Wakulla counties and also take in a portion of
south Leon County.

It’s in south Jackson County where Drake’s House district would be extended to encompass  Coley’s
Marianna home.

http://www.nwfdailynews.com/articles/districts-45819-house-escambia.html


Drake, R-DeFuniak Springs, and Coley are both staunchly conservative Republicans and often allies in the
state House. They chose to tread lightly when the subject of a possible competition for state House District 5
was broached.

“Nothing has been finalized yet. This has got to go through committees and be voted on. We’ll wait and see,”
Coley said.

“I’m not completely surprised,” she added, speaking of finding herself in Drake’s district. “I anticipated my
district would move eastward simply because of population growth.”

Drake and Coley were hardly the only House members who found themselves sharing districts.

One of the five maps presented for consideration has 24 districts shared by incumbents, the St. Petersburg
Times reported.

Those districts include 10 shared by Republicans, eight by Democrats and six shared by incumbents of both
parties, the Times said.

Drake said House Redistricting Committee Chairman Will Weatherford has made it clear that changes to any
proposed redistricting map  lines would be made only in cases where such changes would make the districts
“more compliant with Amendments 5 and 6.”
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Congressional candidate: ‘Senate Map Fails Equal
Protection Test for 3rd District’
By Virginia Chamlee  | 12.02.11 | 2:08 pm

In a new email, District 3 candidate Mike Yost says that the state
Senate’s proposal for Florida new congressional map fails to meet equal
protection standards, specifically in the district for which he is campaigning.
Even more, Yost writes that he is prepared to file suit should the Senate’s
version be enacted into law.

“This past Monday, the Florida Senate released its version of the new
Congressional Redistricting map,” writes Yost. “When we first looked at it our
reaction was astonishment, and later turned to anger in the analysis. In no
way can the Florida Senate Reapportionment Committee look you or I in the
eye and say they followed the law in creating the 3rd Congressional District-
and do so with a straight face.”

In his email, Yost writes that when he initially ran last year, his team believed
he could win in a very close election, due to the changing demographics of
District 3. But Yost lost to Democrat Corrine Brown, a 10-time incumbent.
Brown’s district is one of the more creatively drawn in the entire country, and
has become a poster child for the need for fairer districts in Florida. Spanning some 100-plus miles, District
3 stretches from Jacksonville all the way to Orlando, and even includes portions of Gainesville.

The so-called “Fair Districts” amendments — which force the state Legislature to redraw district lines so they
are geographically logical and compact — passed overwhelmingly last year, but the road to new district lines
has been a long one. According to Yost, the state Senate’s recently released map of redrawn district lines is
disappointing.

“Prior to this map from the Florida Senate being released, I, along with many others, anticipated a far
different District map that would reflect the votes of 63% of Florida voters to END the gerrymandering of this
District,” he writes. “Instead of taking action accordingly, our elected Senators just threw cold water in our
faces and produced a District that is nearly IDENTICAL to the current lines. If anything, it is even WORSE for
opposing candidates to be able to run and be competitive. We don’t anticipate the Florida House maps will
be much different.”

Yost contends that race became the predominate factor in redrawing the lines of District 3: ”When you take
the map making software used by the Senate and overlay the racial minority population over it, you can see
the obvious exclusion of as many white voters as possible.”

Yost goes on to write that his team has contacted an attorney and is prepared to file a suit should the
Senate version be enacted into law.

“It is our belief that if this map is enacted into law that YOUR civil rights are being violated and that you have
NO opportunity to elect a candidate of YOUR choice,” he writes. “We are preparing to file a suit to protect
YOUR rights and the rights of ALL Floridians to end this blatant slap in YOUR face. Needless to say, this
could be a protracted and costly battle but is one we feel we CAN and WILL win.”

Follow Virginia Chamlee on Twitter
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Brown opponent continues to decry redistricting proposals
In an email sent out to supporters, Rep. Corrine Brown’s 2012 challenger Mike Yost writes that he will
continue to fight against the state Legislature’s proposals for how to redraw congressional districts, saying
lawmakers have “let us down” by keeping Brown’s mostly unchanged.

“Our voices told Tallahassee that we wanted Fair Districts where gerrymandering ended and compact
districts and competitive races would happen We wanted to choose our Representatives, and not the
Representatives choose us,” writes Yost. “Sadly, they have let us down. Corrine Brown’s District would still
snake from Jacksonville to Orlando.”

Spanning 100-plus miles, District 3 stretches from Jacksonville all the way to Orlando, and even includes
portions of Gainesville. It is one of the most common examples of gerrymandering in the country.

The so-called “Fair Districts” amendments — which force the state Legislature to redraw district lines so they
are geographically logical and compact — passed overwhelmingly last year.

On Tuesday, Yost testified to the full Senate Reapportionment Committee against its first map proposals.
According to his email, Yost has also dissected the Florida House’s maps thoroughly over the past few days.
“In spite of what we felt would happen in doing the RIGHT THING, neither the House or Senate were willing to
redraw Corrine Brown’s District into one that We the People asked for,” he writes.

In an email sent out two weeks ago, Yost wrote that he is prepared to file suit should the state Senate’s
version be enacted into law.

http://floridaindependent.com/60308/mike-yost-corrine-brown-redistricting-2
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Proposed redistricting maps could hurt GOP's Rooney
brothers
Updated: 2:52 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 11, 2011

Posted: 2:03 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 11, 2011

They are members of a politically prominent family and incumbents in the party that rules Tallahassee. But
both U.S. Rep. Tom Rooney, R-Tequesta, and his brother, state Rep. Pat Rooney Jr., R-West Palm Beach,
found their positions weakened in the initial redistricting plans put forward by the Florida legislature.

Several political and legal hurdles remain before anything is final.

The maps released this month would shift Tom Rooney's congressional district from a GOP-leaning, heavily
agricultural expanse to a more compact district that's split nearly evenly between Republicans and
Democrats.

Pat Rooney, elected last year in a state House district where Republicans held an 8-point registration
advantage, would see his district transformed to one where initial maps show Democrats enjoying a
registration edge of 2 percent to 7 percent.

Both Rooney brothers would have the legendary Democratic condo bastion of Century Village of West Palm
Beach added to their districts.

Tom Rooney's current district spans eight counties across cattle-rich central Florida, and he chairs the
House Agriculture Subcommittee on Livestock, Dairy and Poultry. His proposed new district would shed most
of that farmland while adding the Democratic retiree stronghold.

"I'm sure that the people of Century Village are thrilled that their new congressman is the chairman of the
Livestock Subcommittee" Tom Rooney said.

Century Villagers, who have helped send a variety of liberal Dems to Tallahassee and Washington over the
years, aren't excited about the Republican Rooneys.

"I'm not happy with it, because I like (Democratic U.S. Rep.) Ted Deutch and (Democratic state Rep.) Mark
Pafford and I think our people like them," said longtime Century Village Democratic activist Sam Oser.

Elsewhere:

- Democrats have long sought to avoid an expensive congressional primary bloodbath between former West
Palm Beach Mayor Lois Frankel and Fort Lauderdale CPA Patrick Murphy, who have each raised more than
$1 million campaigning for the District 22 seat of U.S. Rep. Allen West, R-Plantation.

Rooney's neighboring district could become a more tempting Democratic target. But neither Frankel nor
Murphy has betrayed any interest so far in switching races.

Frankel's home is near the proposed new Rooney district, but consultant Bret Wask says "We're running in
the 22nd. We're not leaving."

Says Murphy: "My focus is still Allen West and District 22."

West, despite his status as a national tea party superstar and fund-raising phenom, got no love from
mapmakers in Tallahassee. His district, now split roughly evenly between Republicans and Democrats, would
be 41 percent Democratic and 33 percent Republicans under initial plans unveiled this month.

- State Reps. Joseph Abruzzo, D-Wellington, and Marty Kiar, D-Weston, are close friends who room together
in Tallahassee. Both are interested in running for state Senate if new maps create a favorable district. But
both say they won't run against each other.

So both are closely eyeing a Senate redistricting tug-of-war between Palm Beach and Broward counties.

http://www.palmbeachpost.com/news/state/proposed-redistricting-maps-could-hurt-gops-rooney-brothers-2025760.html?printArticle=y


A Senate plan released this month creates a Palm Beach-dominated Senate district that includes much of
Abruzzo's state House district and extends into Broward County, including Kiar's home. If the district survives,
Abruzzo says he'll run for it. But Broward legislators have indicated they'll try to amend the map to make the
Senate district tilted toward a Broward candidate. And several Dems believe the entire Senate map is ripe for
a legal challenge under the state's new anti-gerrymandering law.

~george_bennett@pbpost.com
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Treasure Coast residents express opinions on redistricting
plans : TCPalm
By Jonathan Mattise

Monday, December 12, 2011

STUART — About 55 Treasure Coast residents showed up Monday night at the Charles & Rae Kane Center
to share their first impressions of proposed new state legislative and congressional district boundaries.

Stuart Republicans Sen. Joe Negron, Rep. William Snyder and Rep. Gayle Harrell heard from nine members
of the public about how the draft lines look for the Legislature's first crack at the once-a-decade redistricting
process.

Stuart City Commissioner Kelli Glass told legislators to take a closer look at how Stuart's city boundaries
would be divided in new proposed House maps. Most of the five House offerings would lump downtown Stuart
into a district that includes northern and western Martin and part of southern St. Lucie County. Downtown
Stuart, which currently falls in Snyder's District 82 seat, would be covered by Harrell if the maps hold up and
she's re-elected. Currently, Harrell serves part of northern Stuart.

"I think that to keep the bulk of the city there, for the city it makes more sense to have one contact person (in
the House) instead of two," Glass said.

Stuart resident Denise White cautioned lawmakers not to break up too much of the Treasure Coast. She
pointed at the state Senate proposal, which dissects the eastern and western parts of Indian River, St. Lucie
and Martin counties. In St. Lucie and Martin, Negron's new proposed district would catch all of the Treasure
Coast east of Interstate 95. A rural district that covers eight counties largely in the center of the state would
cover west of I-95 in Martin and St. Lucie. The seat currently filled by term-limited Sen. Mike Haridopolos, R-
Merritt Island, would grab the rest of Indian River.

"There are a lot of subdivisions west of I-95, and they have a lot more in common with Stuart and the coastal
part of Martin County than they do with Highlands and DeSoto counties," White said.

White also questioned whether a proposed district like one that would include U.S. Rep. Tom Rooney, R-
Tequesta, would be better off covering all three Treasure Coast counties, instead of just Martin, St. Lucie,
northern Palm Beach and eastern Okeechobee counties.

In the one Senate map and most of the seven House congressional proposals, U.S. Rep. Bill Posey, R-
Rockledge, would continue covering all of Indian River County. At the state House level, Rep. Debbie
Mayfield, R-Vero Beach, would likewise take all of Indian River County in most of five House proposals.

By the end of the January-through-March legislative session, state lawmakers are tasked with agreeing on
new congressional and state legislative district lines based on 2010 U.S. Census population shifts. The
district changes also require complying with anti-gerrymandering fair district amendments and federal
minority district requirements. The process likely will end up in the Florida Supreme Court for final approval
before June candidate qualifying.

Redistricting leader Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, said his chamber hopes to have a set of maps on the
Senate floor for a vote by Jan. 18. The timeline is less defined for the House redistricting process.

Snyder pointed out that a slew of House majority party incumbents would have to run against each other to
regain their seats in the proposal. Snyder said that's a testament to how legislators tried to de-politicize the
process.

"Twenty majority House members would be forced into primary races against each other," Snyder said.
"That's unheard of."

http://www.tcpalm.com/news/2011/dec/12/treasure-coast-residents-express-opinions-on/?print=1
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Florida House speaker lukewarm on education boost, St.
Johns funding
Florida House speaker lukewarm on education boost, St. Johns funding

TALLAHASSEE -- Florida Speaker Dean Cannon is staying out of the way of House budget talks, has a new
talking point for potential prison closures and said state funding for the St. Johns River is worth considering.

Those were a few of the topics Cannon, a Winter Park Republican, hit on during an interview with the Times-
Union Tuesday.

He said Gov. Rick Scott’s proposed $66.4 billion budget “reflects thoughtful policy choices” but was
noncommittal on its biggest piece, giving school districts $1 billion more in taxpayer money than last year.

“Our goal in the House will be if possible hold it [education] harmless, and if possible give it an increase,”
said Cannon. He stressed that public schools need to be considered along with other areas like
transportation and economic development.

He also is withholding judgment on Scott’s proposal to wring $65 million in savings from the criminal justice
system largely through shuttering prisons. He referred to prison closures as “reconfiguration.”

“There is a role that reconfiguration and [prison] privatization play,” he said. “We will have to wait and see
what the individual committees and subcommittees recommend.”

Last session, the state passed legislation privatizing several South Florida prisons. The new law was
challenged by the Police Benevolent Association, which represents more than 4,000 prison guards, and later
tossed by Judge Jackie Fulford. The Legislature is appealing that ruling.

Lawmakers’ budget last session included $10 million secured by state Sen. John Thrasher, R-St. Augustine,
for the St. Johns River, which Scott later vetoed. Cannon would not comment on individual budget items but
gave a mild verbal boost to river restoration.

“I will say that the St. Johns River and the kind of high-quality water bodies we have in Central Florida are
important to take into consideration,” Cannon said.

He did not hedge on the Florida’s decision to buck national party rules by moving its GOP primary up to Jan.
31. Former House Speaker Newt Gingrich has surged in the polls in recent weeks, leading many observers
to think that the GOP primary process will play out between him and former front-runner Mitt Romney well
past Florida’s primary.

Cannon is not convinced.

“First of all, that remains to be seen,” he said. “I think it [the early primary] maximizes Florida’s voters’ voices,
and enhances Florida’s prominence nationally.”

That early date violated party rules, which will cost the state half of its voting delegates during August’s
convention in Tampa.

Other issue Cannon touched on:

-- He said lawmakers consider forgiving state funds appropriated to a program on a “case-by-case basis.”
The question stemmed from a Times-Union story about 2007 legislation that forgave millions in taxpayer
dollars appropriated to the Black Business Investment Board, which gave loans to African-American
companies that couldn’t get bank financing. The bill was supported by Cannon, and passed out of a
committee he chaired. That program was plagued by shoddy bookkeeping and scathing state reports, but
the legislation included a provision that no longer allows the state investigate any pre-2007 money. He said
he did not remember specifics of the bill, but said exempting any program from future state investigation
could be acceptable in some cases. “It’s always fact specific,” he said.

-- Cannon again stressed that legislation allowing the construction of “destination casinos” in South Florida

http://jacksonville.com/news/florida/2011-12-13/story/florida-house-speaker-lukewarm-education-boost-st-johns-funding


faces tough odds. “I am also committed to respecting the process and trying to keep an open mind to enable
the proponents to make their case,” he said. Cannon supports closing current gambling loopholes over
further gaming expansion. It’s a stance also held by Thrasher in the Senate.

-- On redistricting, Cannon praised the committees for increasing public input “10 fold” over last time
lawmakers redrew Florida’s political lines. “They have done a fantastically good job,” he said. Cannon also
said that not one member of the House has asked for his help in changing a district they don’t agree with.

matt.dixon@jacksonville.com, (904) 716-8789
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Broward GOP: Allen West Needs "More Favorable
Treatment" in Redistricting - Broward/Palm Beach News -
The Daily Pulp

Rep. Allen West, who's apparently "in
danger" of losing his congressional
seat.
 The Broward GOP has looked at the proposed congressional redistricting map for the state and
has come to a realization -- Broward isn't going to have a Republican representative if that map
becomes a reality.

That leads to the "call to action" from Colleen Stolberg, the vice chair of the Broward Republican
Executive Committee, asking GOP devotees to contact a handful of people every day until West
"receives more favorable treatment" in the redistricting process.

It's been rumored that West has been "district shopping " ever since the proposed map showed
he'd get some extra lefties in his district, but now the situation seems a bit more dire with the frantic
message from the Broward GOP.

Among the people Stolberg's asking supporters to contact "every day" are Senate Redistricting
Chairman Don Gaetz, House Redistricting Chairman Will Weatherford, Gov. Rick Scott, Republican
Party of Florida Executive Director Mike Grissom, and Senate President Mike Haridopolos.

Read the letter from Stolberg below about West being "in danger" (all emphasis is hers):

Congressman Allen West is in danger under the proposed redistricting maps and the
Democrats are cheering! Show your displeasure by calling and emailing the
people listed below not once but every day until this proposed district map has
been changed. After working so hard to get Congressman West elected, we cannot
stand idly by and let the Democrats win in 2012. As this proposed district map stands
it's likely that Broward will not have any Republican Congressional representation in
Congress.
 
We must Save Congressman West! Call, email and contact everyone listed
below until Congressman West receives more favorable treatment in this

http://www.printfriendly.com/print/v2?url=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.browardpalmbeach.com%2Fpulp%2F2011%2F12%2Fallen_west_broward_gop_redistricting.php
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redistricting process. Make your voice heard! FORWARD THIS MESSAGE TO ALL
OF YOUR FRIENDS! 
 
This is a matter of urgency! The redistricting map may be voted on in the first week
of session. There is no time to delay.  Make your calls, emails, tweets or letters
every day!
 
Colleen Stolberg
Broward Republican Executive Committee Vice-Chair

New Times on Facebook | The Pulp on Facebook | Matthew Hendley on Facebook | Twitter | E-mail
Matthew Hendley |
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Florida Redistricting Proceeds With Caution, Attention To
Amendments
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[Tallahassee, FL] With critical votes approaching in the once-a-decade redistricting process, House
lawmakers listened Thursday to a series of presentations on a variety of maps that could form the basis for
future districts in their own chamber and Congress.

But few questions were asked, and those that were largely avoided any mention of politics or incumbency,
what appears to be the latest in a series of overt steps to convey at the least the message that lawmakers
are following the “Fair Districts” Florida redistricting amendments approved by voters last year, and
upheld by a judge in September.

Those amendments, aimed at cutting back on gerrymandering to help political parties and incumbents in the
line-drawing process, have so far hovered over every committee meeting about crafting the lines. And
legislative leaders say they have sent a clear message to the members of the panels now trying to decide
how to reshape Florida’s political future.

“We’re blessed in one regard, and that is that our members are very aware of the amendments that took
place last year,” said Rep. Chris Dorworth, a Lake Mary Republican (District 34) who chairs the Florida
redistricting subcommittee redrawing House districts. ” … Ten years ago, 20 years ago, 30 years ago,
there was a certain liberty in designing seats that does not exist anymore.”

Dorworth’s committee studied five maps for House districts, all of which would slightly cut back on the number
of seats that were carried by Republican Gov. Rick Scott in 2010, though those districts would remain a
strong majority of the seats in the Florida House. But the maps would also draw together several incumbents,
including Republicans.

Rep. Dorworth chairs the subcommittee
redrawing House districts
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redrawing House districts

“That means that many of us are not going
to live in the seats we had before and just
because you feel like you should, that
doesn’t necessarily mean that’s going to be
the case,” Dorworth said.

All of the House maps would also create
additional seats with a good chance of
electing minority candidates. For example,
one House map would also create three
new minority seats by carving out an
“access” district in Orange County with a
black voting-age population of more than
40%; a Palm Beach County seat with a
Hispanic majority; and the division of what
used to be a single Hispanic majority seat
in Osceola and Orange counties.

Rep. Mack Bernard (D-84/West Palm
Beach) said members aren’t necessarily
being overly cautious about discussing the
maps.

“Members are just trying to speak along
[with] what’s in the constitution of the state
of Florida,” Bernard said, adding that
members weren’t “scared or afraid.”

There were some questions. Bernard, for
example, asked about the lack of a
Hispanic majority seat located entirely in
Broward County, where about a quarter of
the 1.7 million residents are Latinos. House
staff members said they would review the
idea, but noted that parts of the county are
needed to help shore up Hispanic seats
that start in Miami-Dade County.

Some conversations about the maps have
reportedly taken place. The Senate Reapportionment Committee said earlier this week that it had received a
tentative House proposal for congressional districts despite the subcommittee dealing with that issue having
not formally pared a set of seven proposals into the three it is required to send the full House Redistricting
Committee, much less one.

But even what form of Florida redistricting map was being discussed isn’t clear. Congressional
Redistricting Subcommittee Co-Chair Doug Holder (R-70/Sarasota), said he wasn’t involved in those
conversations.

“We have narrowed down all of the ideas into the seven maps that we displayed today, and we will narrow
those seven into three and then submit those to the main committee,” he said.

By: Brandon Larrabee/The News Service of Florida

Lead image includes official House photos by Mark Foley. Rep. Dorworth photo by: Lance
Turner/latuphoto.com for Sunshine Slate
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Lawmakers watching what they say on redistricting -
12/22/2011
By BILL KACZORAssociated Press

Posted on Thu, Dec. 22, 2011

Many lawmakers and other key players in Florida's process for drawing new congressional and legislative
districts have adopted their own don't ask, don't tell policies.

That includes Senate Reapportionment Committee Chairman Don Gaetz.

The Niceville Republican insists he doesn't know, nor does he want to know, how the maps proposed by his
panel will affect incumbent members of Congress and the Legislature.

"If you were to pump me full of truth serum I could not tell you where incumbents or challengers live unless I
happened to have already known," Gaetz said.

The same goes for whether the proposed maps will help or harm Republicans or Democrats.

Gaetz doesn't want to know that information because of a pair of anti-gerrymandering amendments voters
put into the Florida Constitution in 2010, one each for congressional and legislative districts. Both ban
drawing lines with the intent to benefit incumbents or political parties.

For the first time lawmakers will have detailed guidelines they must follow when redrawing district lines after
every 10-year census.

Redistricting will be one of the major issues - for some lawmakers it'll be the major issue - the Republican-
controlled Legislature will face when it convenes its annual 60-day session on Jan. 10. The Legislature must
draw 120 House districts, 40 Senate districts and 27 congressional districts.

The session is starting two months earlier than usual to make sure the plans are passed and reviewed by
the courts and U.S. Justice Department in time for the 2012 elections.

Besides the incumbent and political party provisions, the amendments prohibit "the intent or result" of
denying racial or language minorities the opportunity to participate in the political process or "diminish their
ability to elect representatives of their choice."

A second tier of standards says districts should be compact and "where feasible, utilize existing political and
geographical boundaries."

Most analyses of the proposals that have been released so far contend that they'll give Democrats a chance
to cut into the GOP's huge majorities in the Legislature and congressional delegation but not gain the upper
hand. There are more registered Democrats than Republicans in Florida, but the GOP has majorities of 28-
12 in the Senate and 81-39 in the House. Republicans also outnumber Democrats 19-6 in the congressional
delegation. Florida is gaining two more congressional seats next year due to an 18 percent population
increase.

"These maps certainly are an improvement off of 10 years ago," said Florida Democratic Party executive
director Scott Arceneaux. "You really can't get maps that are worse than what we're living under right now."

But no matter how they are drawn, there is a good chance someone will challenge them in court and
lawmakers are well aware that anything they say that indicates intent contrary to the amendments'
instructions may be used against the redistricting plans. Some critics already say various proposals drafted
so far by House and Senate committees would violate the amendments.

"You do get a sense that a lot of legislators have been told not to say how they really feel," said Democratic
former Sen. Dan Gelber, a Miami Beach lawyer representing the Fair Districts Florida coalition that
sponsored the amendments. "It's a new age in a sense. ... I think the Legislature is trying to feel its way
around."

That wasn't necessary 10 years ago when Democrats challenged the current redistricting plans drawn up by
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the Legislature, which then also had GOP majorities in both houses.

The legislative maps, but not the congressional plan, automatically go to the Florida Supreme Court to make
sure they comply with the state constitution. Gov. Rick Scott, a Republican, has veto power over the
congressional map but not the legislative plans.

All maps also must be reviewed by the Justice Department to make sure they comply with the federal Voting
Rights Act because of past racial discrimination in five of Florida's 67 counties.

Until the Fair District amendments were passed the Florida Constitution required little more than the districts
be contiguous and adhere to the one-person, one-vote concept.

Based on that limited criteria, the Supreme Court upheld the House and Senate maps drawn in 2002. The
justices rejected Democratic complaints that the districts were obviously gerrymandered to benefit
Republicans.

A panel of three federal judges, though, in 2002 ordered lawmakers to redraw the Florida House map
because it reduced the number of Hispanic voters in a South Florida district. That revision also required
changes to two neighboring districts.

It's not only majority Republicans who are watching their tongues, acknowledged House Democratic Leader
Ron Saunders of Key West.

"We've asked our members, for example, in the redistricting meetings to not offer a lot of off-the-cuff
comments because it'll look different in a deposition or videotape, and we don't necessarily want to be laying
the groundwork for the other side," Saunders said.

The Fair Districts coalition includes the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, Florida
League of Women Voters, Common Cause, AARP and the American Civil Liberties Union.

The NAACP has proposed plans designed to protect minority access and black-majority districts, including
three congressional seats held by black Democrats. Fair Districts itself and other coalition members have not
suggested any maps.

Deirdre Macnab, state president of the League of Women Voters, declined comment on whether plans
introduced by Gaetz' committee and an array of proposals the House is considering comply with the
amendments.

"This is going to be a very long and circuitous process," Macnab said. "What's a zebra today is going to be a
giraffe tomorrow and a hippopotamus next week. When we see the real and final maps - what we believe to
be the real and final maps - the League of Women Voters will certainly weigh in at that time after thorough
review."

Thousands of citizens, though, weighed in before any maps were drawn at 26 hearings the Legislature held
around the state. Some even submitted their own proposals. The Senate obtained additional public comment
from about 500 citizens after releasing its maps.

"The Florida Legislature has been committed to making this the most open, transparent and interactive
redistricting process in Florida history," said Florida Republican Party Chairman Lenny Curry.

Gelber acknowledged lawmakers have obtained a wealth of public comment "but ultimately all they did was
cherry pick what they wanted" when it came to actually drafting proposed maps.

Despite the improvement Democrats anticipate, the pending proposals still are gerrymandered to favor
Republicans and will be challenged in court if they stay that way, Arceneaux said.

Not all Democrats, though, are opposed. Intended or not, the Senate's maps protect most Senate
incumbents regardless of party while the House maps are bit less protective. Most proposed maps in both
chambers adhere closely to the NAACP's proposals.

Critics say so many Democratic-registered blacks have been packed into a few districts that, similar to the
2002 maps, the GOP has a better chance of holding surrounding districts that have been "bleached" of
minority voters.

The proposed maps also protect three congressional seats held by Hispanic Republicans in South Florida,
all Cuban-Americans, but they open the possibility for an additional Hispanic seat in central Florida where



there's been an influx of Democratic-leaning Puerto Ricans.

Regardless of the result, redistricting will help set Florida's political course for the next decade.

"Believe me there are politics involved here," acknowledged Florida Senate President Mike Haridopolos, R-
Merritt Island. "What we have tried to do is take as much of the politics out as possible."
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Neighborhood Council Opposes Redistricting Plan
By William Mansell Email the author5:30 am

St. Petersburg's neighborhood council follows the City Council's lead in opposing a congressional
redistricting plan that puts key portions of the city in a Hillsborough County-controlled district.

‹ Back to Article

Two U.S. Congressional districts could shift significantly if a state senate proposed map passes.

Mayor Bill Foster went to the City Council this month seeking a recommendation on a state-proposed U.S.
Congressional redistricting map that splits St. Petersburg, putting key areas in a Hillsborough-controlled
district. 

Council members voiced their displeasure with the plan and passed a resolution to be sent to the Florida
Legislature stating their opposition.

On Dec. 21, the St. Petersburg Council of Neighborhood Associations, known as CONA, unanimously voted
to support the Council resolution. 

Foster explained how districts are divided now: "A great part of St. Petersburg is represented by
Congressman (Bill) Young, with a portion in south St. Petersburg by Kathy Castor," said Foster at the Dec. 8
Council meeting.

He also summarized the impact of the proposed redistrciting plan: "The State Senate has come up with a
proposal, which clearly splits the city in St. Petersburg in half and moves it to a congressional seat of which
two-thirds is in Hillsborough County."

Young (R-FL) represents the 10th District and Kastor (D-FL) represents the 11th District.  The proposed
map places all of south St. Pete, St. Pete east of 4th Street and downtown with Tampa.

The neighborhood council voiced concerns about how redistricting would affect St. Petersburg and its needs
being fairly represented.

We "don’t want to have (our) representation overshadowed by Tampa," said Judy Landon with the Council of
Neighborhood Associations. "It kind of dilutes the vote in St. Petersburg." 

While there are many proposed maps from both the state House and Senate, Foster said all split the city. 

Foster said the city has concerns with placing major parts of the city, including the waterfront and central
business district, in a Hillsborough-controlled district.

"The point of this, our city has a common interest and what’s happening here is that we are being fractured,"
said Will Michael with the neighborhood council. "It dilutes that common interest."

The proposal would also place Riverview, Ruskin and even a portion of Manatee County in District 11. 

Council member Karl Nurse said the state is required to form compact districts when redistricting. 

"How jumping across the bay is a compact district is a mystery to me," Nurse said. 

The state Legislature is going into session earlier than usual in 2012 to tackle redistricting, which is required
every 10 years. 

"The effect of this is to make us a relatively minor part of two congressional districts," Nurse said. "It weakens
our ability to voice our interests."

Thanks. We'll email you the next time we update this story.
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